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^m^ammi^mf<^^^ 



Uf wvuf fome time, if I recellect right, in the e»riy pact 
4if the fall of 1808, t^ a ftranger applied for lodgings 
«jt the Iwlepei^Bt CQli^bian Hotel in Mulberry Street^ 
of whi<^ I ai9 I^odlofrd. fi» was a small, brisk-lookiog 
old geatlenaB, dressed in a rnsty Mack coat, a pair oC 
<^iYe velvet breeches a^d a smiiU cocked hat> H» had • 
$ew grey hairs plaited «jwl clubbed behind, and his bmrA- 
afeemned to be of sQi^e eight>af]d*forty hours^ growth. Tk9 
only piece o^ finery <rhich he bore about him way ^ brigjbyt 
yair of square stiver vhofp^ckl^s : and all his baggagia 
waa con^iiyied in a pair of piyldle-bagflb which he canriie^ 
•under hii ann. W» whole appliance was som/^ing opt 
of the commop run ; ai^ my wife, whp is a yery shrewd 
Ipody, at once set ^im down (w Mtme cnuneat cawnby 
ficbqoUBaster. 

4s the Indepeodendt Columbian Hptd is a rcry vaaX^ 
lmu% I way a little puiEcled at first whereto put pufk^ 
^^t mj wife, ^ho f^ei9^ t^en W^th his ]fifilt9, W9^^ 
needs put him in ber best chamber, whic^ ia ge^nti^y set 
00 fiik the iF9file» pf the whple fiu9i1y» ^o^e ia black, 
liy thofe tipro jflr^ .paintersi Jaryis ai^ Wood ^ and omf^. 
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mands a very pleasant view of the new grounds on the 
Collect, together with the rear of the Poor-House and 
Bridewell, and the full front of the Hospital ; so, that it b 
the cheerfuUest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he staid with us, we found 
him a very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though 
a little queer in his ways. He would keep in his room for 
days together, and if any of the children cried or made 
a noise about his door, he would bounce out in a great 
passion, with hu hands full of papers, and say something 
about ** deranging his ideas f * which made my wife believe 
sometimes that he was not altogether tompat. indeed' 
there was more than one reason to make her think so, for 
his room was always covered with scraps of paper and old 
mouldy books, lying about at sixes and sevens, which he 
never would let any body touch ; for he said he had laid 
them all away in their proper places, so that he might 
know wherk to find them ; though, for that matter, he 
was half his time worrying about the house in search of 
some book or writing which he had carefully put out of the 
way. I shall never forget what a pother he once made, 
because my wife cleaned out his room when his back was 
turned, and put evdry thing to rights j for he swore he 
woitM never be able to get his papers in order again in a 
^welvemonth. Upon this my wife ventured to ask him^ 
what he did with so many books and papers ? and he told 
her, that he was ^ seeking for immortality }" which made 
her think more than ever, that the poor old gentleman^s 
head waa a little cracked. 

• He was a very inquisitive body, and when not in hia 
room was eontinnally poking about town, hearing all th« 
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-Dcwsy and prying into evei'y thing that was going on:' this 
was particularly the case about election -time, when be did 
nothing but bustle about from poll t6 poll, attending all 
ward meetings and committee rooms; though I could 
never find that he took part with either side of the quiesiion. 
On the contrary, he would come home and rail at both 
parties with great wrath ; and plainly proved one day ta 
the satisfaction of my wife and three old ladies who were 
drinking tea wiih her,' that .the"two parties were like two 
rogues, each tugging at a skirt of the taation ;! and that 
in the end they, w:ould. tear the very coat off its batk,'and 
expose, its nakedness. Inde^ he was an oracle among 
.the .neighbours, who would- collect around him to hear 

:bim talk of an afternoon, as he smoked his pipe on the 

» 

' bench before the door ; and I really believe he would have 
.brought over the whole neighbottrhood to Ins own side 
.of the question, if they could ever have found out what 
.ttwas. • 1 ■ . : •. 

- He was very much given to argue, or, as he called it 
phUoiOpkite, about the most trifling matter, aad to do 
him justice^ I never knew any body that was a match for 
him, except it was a grave looking gentleman who called 
nbw and then to see him, and often posed hinv in an 
argument. But this is nothing surprising, as I have since 
found out this stranger b the city librarian, and^ of course, 
must be a man «*f great learning : and I have my doubts, 
if he had not some hand in the following history. 

As our lodger had been a long time with us, and we had 
never received any pay, my wife began to be somewhat 
uneasy, and curious to And out who aod what he was. She 
accordingly made bold to put the que:{tion to his friend. 
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Hm UWmruuit who replied, in bit dry wfty, tlwC he irss on^ 
of the I0mraH; which the wppoted to oMim flooie new 
.|iarty in politics. I scorn to push a todgrer for his pay, so 
1 Jet day «fkcr day pus on withont dattafcig the old gcMle. 
aaniMraftfthhig: bat mywMp, who always tmkas theifc 
«Bitsn «■ bendf, and is, as I said, a shrewd kihd of a 
(Woakui^ atlast fotont of pMicnce^ and hhited, tliatshe 
thought it h%h tdna «iome people should hal^e a siglil 
of sooie people'i asooey.** To which the oM gtntleiiMMi 
wplied in a origfaty toothy maiHilr^ that sho n^ed oot 
■aha iMrself onsasy, fcr that he had a treasure tiiers 
{ponHngto hia saddloJiags) worth bar whote bouse pot 
togiether* This wia the onljr answer we oonld etor g^ 
troa han j and as iny wif<^ by some of those odd ways io 
whkh woman ind out c?«ry thhig, learnt that he was of 
▼cry great comexions, being related to the KnIckeriHMshtib 
of Scaghtihoke^ and ooasio-gertaan to the Congress4naa 
of that name, she did not like to treat him nnorill^. 
What is mors^ she eren offered, merely by way of making 
ttiiogs easy, to kt him Kto soot-fi-ee^ if he wbaid teach 
the childiren their letters ; and to try her best and get the 
a^fabours to send their children alsoi but the old geOtle- 
maa took it in such dadgeon, and seemed so aflronted at 
being, taken for a schoolihaster, that she ne^er dared speak 
OQ tho.'sniijaot again. 

. ikbout two montba ago, he weit oat of ^a moniing, widi 
a bundle in his hand— and his nerrr been heard of sinoe. 
.AH kinds of inquiries were made after htm, bat in vain, 
i wrote to his relations at Scaghtikoke, bat they sent tor 
answer, that he had not bOm there sinte the year bcfere 
iSBt, when he had aj^reat dispute with the CkmgreM<«Mm 
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alKmt polUiesi tfnd teft the place in a haff^ wHd they had 
nddier benrd nor seen any thing of bim from that time to 
this. I must own I felt very mach worried about the poor 
old gentleman ; for I thought something bad mwit have 
happened to him^ that he shonld be missing so long, and 
never retmn to pay his bill. I therefore advertised him in 
the newspapers, and though my melancholy advertisement 
was published by several humane printers, yet I have 
never been able to learn any thing satisfactory about bim. 

My wife now said it was high time to take care of our- 
selves, and see if he had left any thing behind in his room, 
that would pay us for his. board and lodging. We found 
nothing, bowevei^ but some old books and musty writings, 
and his pair of saddle-bags j which being opened in pre- 
senqe of the libraiiai^ contained only a few articles of 
worn-out clothes, and a large bundle of blotted paper. 

4 

On looking over this, the librarian told us, he bad ,no 
doubt it was the treasure which the old gentleman had 
apofce about ^ as it proved to be a most excellent and 
£|itfafttl Hmtoiiy ov New York, which he advised us 
by all means to publish : assuring us that it would be so 
eagerly bpiigfat up by a discerning publiC| that be bad no 
dqnibt it would be enough to pay our arrears ten times 
ovcTr. UpoB this W9 got a very learned sohoolmaster, who 
teaches our children, to prepare it for the press, which he 
noGordingly has done ; and has, moreovor, added to it a 
namber of notes, of his own; and an engraving of the 
cily, as it was at the time Mx. Knickerbocker writes 
about. 

Tlu% therefore, is a true statement of my reason^, for 
having this work printed, without waiting for the consent 
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of the auUrar : and 1 here declarr, that if he ever returns 
(thoQi^ I moch fear eome unhappy accident has befollen 
hkm\ I atand ready to account with him like a true and 
honest man. Which is all at present— 

From the public^s humble servant, 

Sbth Hakdaudc. 

IwUpeBdcot ColambiaD Hotel, 
Mew York. 



The foregoing account of the author was prefixed to 
the first edition of this work. Shortly after its publica- 
tiun» a letter was received from him, by Mr. Handaaidey 
dated at a small Dutch village on the banks of the Hudson, 
whither he had travelled for the purpose of inspecting 
certain ancient records. As this was one of those few and 
happy villages, into which newspapers never find their 
way, it is not a matter of surprise, that Mr. Knicker- 
bocker should never have seen the numerous advertise- 
ments that were made concerning him ; and that he shoald 
learn of the publication of his history by mere accident. 

He expressed much concern at its premature appear- 
ance, as thereby he was prevented from making several 
i nportant corrections and alteratioos : as well as from 
profiting by many curious hints which he had collected 
during his travels along the shores of the Tappan Sea, and 
his sojourn at Haversti'aw and Esopus. 

Finding that there was no longer any immediate neces- 
sity for his return to |*few York, he extended his journey 
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up to the residence of his relations at Scaghtikoke. On 
his way thither he stopped for some days at Albany, for 
which city he is known to hare entertained a great partia- 
lity. He found it, however, considerably altered, and was 
moch conoemod at the inroads and improvements which 
the Yankees were making, and the consequent decline of 
the good old Dutch manners. Indeed he was informed 
that these intruders were making sad innovations in all 
parts of the state ; where they had given great trouble and 
vexation to the regular Dutch settlers, by the introduction 
of turnpike gates and country school-houses. It is said also, 
,that Mr. Knickerbocker shook his head sorrowfully at 
noticing the gradual decay of the great Vander .Heyden 
palace J but was highly indignant at finding that the 
ancient Dutch church, which stood in the middle of the 
street, had been pulled down since his last visit. 

The fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's History having i-eached 
«ven to Albany, he received much flattering attention 
from its worthy burghei-s; some of whom, however, pointed 
out two or three very great errors he had fallen into, 
•particularly' that of suspending a lump of sugar over the 
Albany tea tables, which, they assured him, had been 
4i80oantenanced for some yean past. Several families, 
moreover, were somewhat piqued that their ancestors had 
not been mentioned in his work, and showed great jealousy 
of their neighbours who had thus been distinguished; 
while the latter, it must be confessed, plumed themselves 
vastly thereupon ; considering these recordings in the light 
of letteni patent of nobility, establishing their claims to 
ancestry — which, in this republican country, is a matter of 
no little solicitude and vain-glory. 
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.c M also said, that he enjoyed high farour and oottii« 
tenance from the governor, who once asked hiai to 
dinner, and was seen two or three times to ahake iuuMb 
with him when they met in the street; whioh certainly 
was f^oing great lengths, cootideriag that they differed 
in politics. Indeed, certain of the gorernor'a oonft» 
deatial friends, to whom he couM ventorp to speak bift 
mind freely on such mattera, hare assured us tbit he 
privately entertained h considerable good will Ibr mtt 
author— nay, he even once went so far an to decteM^ 
and that openly too, and at bis own table, juit after 
dinner, tliat << Knickerbocker was a very well meaiiiag 
sort of an old gentleman^ and no fooL** From all wfakh 
many have been led to wippose thati had our antbor 
been of different politics, and written for the newapapcn 
instead of wasting his talents on histories, he m^^ht 
have risen to some post of honouf and profit j pa^ven- 
sure to be a notary public, or even a justice in the tea 
pound court. 

Besides the honoui's and civilities already mentk>iied» 
he was much caressed by the literati of Albany ^ parti- 
cularly Mr. John Cook, who entertained him vei*y boO* 
pitably at bis ciit^ulatii^ library and reading wvob^ 
where they lued to drink Spa water, mad talk about the 
ancients. He found Mr. Cook a man after bis own heart-** 
of great literary research, and fit curious collector of books^ 
At parting, the latter, in testimony of friendAhip, made 
him a present of the two oldest works of his collection } 
which were^ the earliest edition of the Hiedelbnrgk Gate- 
chiem and Adrian Vander Donck's fiunous account of the 
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New 'Netlierlahds : by the last of which Mr. Knickerbocker 
profited p'eatly in this hi» second edition. 

Having passed some time very agiveaUy at Albany, oar 
author proceeded to Scftghtikoke; where, it is but jnsticb 
to say he was received with open arms, and treated with 
wondeiful loving kindness. He was much looked up to by 
the .filmily, being the firet historian of the name ; and was 
considered almost as great a man as his cousin the Congress- 
man — with whom by the by, he became perfectly reconciled 
and contracted a strong friendship. 

In spite, however, of the kindness of his relations, and 
their great attention to his comforts, the old gentleman 
soon became restless and discontented. His history being 
published, he had no longer any business to occupy his 
thoughts, or any scheme to excite his hopes or anticipations. 
This to a busyauiid like his was a truly deplorable situa- 
tion ; and, had he -not been a man of inflexible morals 
and regular habits, there would have been great danger of 
his taking to politics or drinking — both which pernicious 
vices we daily' see men driven to by mere spleen and 
idleness. 

It is true, he sometimes employed himself in pre- 
paring a second ^ition of his history, wherein - he endea- 
voured to correct and impi*ove many passages with <whi4^ 
be was dissatisfied, and to rectify some mistakes that had 
crept into it ; for he was particularly anxious that his work 
should be noted for its authenticity ; which, indeed, is the 
very life and soul of history; But the glow of composition 
bad departed-^-he had. to leave many places untouched, 
which he -would fain have altered 5 and even where he did 
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■lAkealttnitODa, he seemed kliTayt in doilU <>lieHirtr AtJ 
were ftir the better or the wone. 

After ft vesidence of tonie time tt Soyhtikohe, be b^o 
to feel a etrOBK desire to irehiro to Ne# York, wbich be 
€ter KgEfdcd with I he warmest affection^ not merely 
because it was his native city, but becftose btf really co** 
aidered it the very best city in the whole world. On bis 
retttm he entered into the f«U aqoyment of the adraiilagcs 
of a literary reputation. He was oonturaany imporinaad 
to write adfertisemeuts^ petitions, hand billsy-and prodno- 
tions of similar import ; and, althongh be never meddled 
with the public papers, yet had be the ci«ttt of writing 
innumerable essays, and smart thmgsy tbat appeared osi nil 
subjects, and all sides of the question ; hi all which he wu» 
clearly detected «« by his style.** 

He eontracted, moreover, a considerable debt at the 
popt^offiee, in consequence of the numdrous r letters lie 
ffuoeived from authors and prhiters jolidting hia anb- 
seription— he iras applied to by every charitablo so- 
eioty ibr yearly donations, whkh ht jptve very cheerlnlly, 
considerinif these applications as so many compliments. 
Ho wto once invited to a great corporttion dinner} and 
was even twice summoned to attend as a Jut^yanaa at the 
court of quarter sessions. Indeed, so renowned did he 
become, that he could no longer pry about, as formerly. In 
all boles and comers of the city, according to the bent 
of his humour, unnoticed and uninterrupted ; but iovernl 
times when he has been suuntering the streets, on his tisnal 
rambles of observatiol^ equipped with his cane and cocked 
bat| the little boys at play have been known to cry, « (bete 
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gOGi Di«drich !'*--at whicli the «ld geHtleman seemed not « 
little pleased) looking upon these salutations in the light of 
the yraisei of posterity. 

la a word) if we take into consideratton all these vaiions 
laonours and distiBCtionS) together with an exuberant 
ealogiam passed on him in the Port-Folio— (with which» We 
are told, the old gentleman was so much orerpowcred that 
he was sick for two or three days)-— it iqust be confessed 
that few authors have ever lived to receive such iUustrious 
rewards, or have so completely enjoyed in advance their own 
imoMMTtality. 

After hiB return from Scaghtikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker 
took up his residence at a little rural retreat, which the 
Stuyvesants had granted him on the family domain, in 
gratitude for their honourable mention of their ancestor. It 
was pleasantly situated on the borders of one of the salt 
marshes beyond Corlear*s Hook : subject, indeed, to be 
occasionally overflowed, and much infested, in the summer 
time, with musquitoes ; but otherwise very agpreeable^ pro- 
ducing abundant crops of salt-gprass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell 
dangerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighbouring 
marshes. When he found his end approaching, he disposed 
of his worldly affairs, leaving the bulk of his fortune to the 
New- York Historical Society: his Hiedelburg Catechism, 
and Vander Donck's work, to the City Library ; and his 
saddle-bags to Mr. Handaside. He forgave all hb enemies ; 
that is to say, all that bore any enmity towards him ; for as 
to himself, he declared he died in good will to all the world. 
And, after dedicating several kind messages to his relations 
at Scaghtikoke, as well as to certain of our most substantial 
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Dutch citizens, he expired in the arms of hia friend the 
librarian. 

His remains were interred} according (o his own request, 
in St. Mark's Churchyard, close by the bones of his favou- 
rite hero, Peter Stnyvesant ; and it is rumoured, that the 
Historical Society have it in mind to erect a wooden monof- 
mcnt to his memory in the Bowling-g^een. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 



«To rescne from oblivion the memory of former inci- 
dents, and to render a just tribute of renown to the many 
gireat and wonderful transactions of Our Dutch progenitors, 
Diedrich Knickerbocker, native of the city of New-York, 
produces this hutorical.essay.^* Like the great Father of 
History whose words I liave just quoted, I treat of times 
long past, over which the twilight of uncertainty had 
already thrown its shadows, and the nig^t of forgetfulness 
was about to descend for ever. With great solicitude did 
I long bdiold the early hbtory of this venerable and 
ancient city gradually slipping from our grasp, trembluig 
on the lips of narrative old age, and day by day dropping 
pieeemeal into the tomb. In a little while, thought I, 
and those reverend Dutch burghers, who serve as the 
tottering monuments of good old times, will be gathered 
to their lathers; their ch^dren, engrossed > by the 
empty pleasures or insignificant transactions of tha present 
age, wm neglect to treasure up the recollections of the 
paat, and posterity shall seafch in vain for memorials of 
the days of the Patriarehs. The origin of our city will be 
bni ied in eternal oblivkw, and even the names and achieve* 
menls of Wouter Van Twiller, WUliam Kleft, and Peter 
Stnyvcsaat, be enveloped in doubt and fiction, like those 
of Romulus and Remus, of Charlemagne, King Arthur, 
Rinaldoy and Godfrey of Bologne. 

Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
misfortune, I industriously set myself to work, to gather 

* B«loe*8 Herodotuii 



togeUiar all the fmgmealt* of oiir anckiit history whiclr 
■till cxktcdy and like my rerered prototype, Herodotva^ 
where no written records cooldhe foand, have cndeaToared 
to coirtimie the ehain of hiilary by weU atttimtlcaled 
tnditimii. 

In this ardnoos viderlakiDf » whkh hsfs baea the aole 
bMiwsf of akof and soKlMqrlUc^ U is hMVediMeAe 
9«adier of karMd a«t]Kwa> I have coamtted; nnd aJi to 
M Utile ywiMise. Strnnge as it ittay m«% thangh sneh 
tMatilndlB flf CKcellcQl wovfcs hvre baaa written ah«nt thii 
eo«Mti9» tbora «« none CKtant which gtve any fnU 4ad 
latiifiustfaif acoonnt of the early hiatary of Now-Yori^ or 
#f its thMO ftnl Dutch gortmon. I h^vei lioweveri 
gaiMd Hindi vnlnable and «iVMHiB nattor frooi anelabopata 
■anmsrilpt written ife (acceding pore and claarie low 
|>nldi» eiicepCi^g a few errors in arthogfnfhy» whish was 
fMmd in ftbe aMfaivcs of the SInyireiani te»i1y. Many 
legewbi, lclt«% m^ otWr dncniftenli^ have I lakowise 
glnsned ,m myrcsaarches attong the fesNly chests and 
hnnhsr giMMa of osw rapeelnble Sntch citiseiiB : nnd I 
haTcgalhsM hhost of well anlhentkaled imdiliMa finm 
diTets cn c dk nt oU ladies «f any n6qn8inlanoe» who le* 
^iMil^ that tiiek names might not hs mentioned. Nor 
jnnstlflitgieet'te adnwwWgn honr greatly 1 have.^ecii 
MSiMed hy thai ndmhirhle tfnd praiseworthy iiistitntlo% 
thaVvW IteftK UuTMUflAii aoci«TT» to which I hen 
ynhiidy f i ftilii .«y aMsfiewa ncloiowlcdgm ots . 

In die conduct of this infsfi<iahlP work I have adoptepl 
in hnhf idnii mMiA^ bnt on the oonhrmy have shniily «imi. 
iBtfod vofsetf with conhniiag and coocettratimg the 
cxcdkiicics of the most appioved ancient historians. like 



Xaiopfaoiiy i lisine mainUined the vtttiost inpsf tnHty^ and 
tbe shietcet adberaoce to truth througlMmt nty hktoiy. 1 
klve cnrkfaed i^jtller the manner of Sallast^ wkh vanoas 
cftaractos «f ancieat worthies^ dratrn at MX tength and 
AithfoHy coloured. I faai^e seasoned it wi^ prafoohd 
polftkal tpeeolations like Thucydides, sweetened it wtth 
the gioMi mf aentiment like 'Htcitut^ and kifWsed into ib% 
whole the dignity^ the grkadtear, and raa^6cenee of Liry. 

I km kwave that I shall ineor the eensare of nmMrera«» 
v^.leatand and imdideai «hritiM, Cor iodnlgidg too fr^ 
ipienliir in fte hold excnnite manner of my fevourite 
Hoodotttt. And to be caiMlId, i have fomid it impoMihle 
aWraya to renit the attuKments tif those fkmaag e^iaodiea 
mkkh, like flowery banks and frag»hnl bowers, beset the 
dotty road of. the historian, and entioe faim^to tnm kside 
and intfresh himadf flom hu wa^inf. Biit I tmst it 
wiU be fimnd that I have ahrays fmumed illy sthff, and 
addpessed myself to my weary johmey with renoviB^ed 
aphritsy so that both my readera aiid myaelf hate been 
benefited by the relaantion. 

iwdeedi thoaxh It has been my conrtaat wish aiai ontform 
endeavour to rival Polybias himself, in observing the 
rai|iriiite unity of History, yet the loose and anconnected 
manner in winch many of the fscts herein recorded have 
cama tohaiid,T«ttdered such an attempt extremely diffiealt. 
Thia difficulty was likewise increased by one of the grand 
olgeata oentemplated in my work, which was to trace the rise 
oC. sodry castoma and institatiotas in this best of cities, 
and to compare them when in tlte germ of hiiancy with 
what they are in the present old age of knowledge and 
anprovement. 
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But Ihe chief meril on which 1 value ayselfy and foand 
my hopes fir future regard) it that faithful vnracitsr with 
whkh 1 haTecompiicd thii invaluable little work ; careful^ 
Aianowiag away the chaff uf hyiiothesis, and discardiog^lhe 
tares of fahle^ which ure too apt to spring up and chohc 
the seeds of truth and wholesoitte knowledge.— Had 1 bcai 
anxious t^ oapUrate the superficial throngs * who skim like 
swallows over the surface of literature j or had 1 been 
anxious Jo comneBdniy writUigs to the pampered palates 
of. literary epicurea— I might have availed myself of the 
ohacurity that overshadows the inliMit years of our city^to 
introduce a tbouMsd pleasing fictions. .But I have 
scrupulously discarded many a pithy tale and marvellous 
adventure, whereby the drowsy air of summer indolence 
might he . enthralled ; jcAbusly maiateiab^r that fidelityi 
gravity^ and. dignity, . which should ever distinguish 'the 
historian. Tor a writer of this clsss,** ohservei iin 
elegant critic^ ^ must sustain the character of a wise 
msui writing for the instruction of posterity: one who ht^ 
studied to inform himself well, who has pondered his 
object with care, and addressed him«elf to our judgment 
rather than to our imagioption.** 

Thrice happy, therefore, is this our renowned city, io 
haying incidents wortliy of swelling the theme uf histonTt 
and doubly thrice happy is it in having such an historisa 
as myself to relate them. For after all, gentle reader, 
cities of fAsHMe/ver, and in faurt empires q^lAei9Meluef,.are 
nothing without an historian. It is the present narrator 
who records their prosperity as they rise«>who bfaizons 
forth the splendour of their noontide meridian^-who props 
their feeble memorials as they totter to decays— who gathers 
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together their scattered fragments as they rot— and who* 
pionsly at length collects their ashes into the mausoleum of 
h» work, and rears a tiiumphal monument to transmit 
flieir renown to all succeeding ages. 

^Vhat has been the iate of many fair cities of antiquity, 
whose nameless ruins encumber the plains of Europe and 
Asia, and awaken the fruitless inquiry of the traveller ?— they 
httwe sunk' into dust and silence— they have perished from 
remembrance for want of an historian ! The philanthropist 
nay -weep over their desolation— the poet may wander 
Among their monUering arches and broken columns, and 
Indulge the visionary flights of his fancy-— but alas ! alas ! 
the modem -historian, whose pen, like my own, is doomed 
to confine itself to dull matter of (act, seeks in vain among 
their oblivious' remains for some memorial that may tell 
the instractive tale of their glory and their ruin. 

^ Wars, conflagrations, deluges,^* says Aristotle, ^ destroy 
nations,' and with them all their monuments, their dis- 
coveries and their vanities.— The torch of science has more 
than once been extinguished and rekindled— a few indi- 
viduals, who have escaped by accident, reunite the thread 
of generations. 

The same sad misfortune whidi has happened to so many 
ancient cities will happen again, and from thesamesad cause, 
to nine-tenths of th6se which now flourish on the foce of the 
globe. TVithmostof them the time for recording theiir 
history is gone by ; their origin, their foundation, together 
with the early stages of their' settlement, are for ever 
buried in the rubbish of years; and the same would have 
been'the case with this fair portion of the earth, if 1 had 
not snatched it from obscurity in the very nick of time, at 



the monciit that thoie aatten herein recoaded vere wbonO. 
cnimiif into the wide-spread iantiable mav of ob1irioB«» 
if I had not dragged tham out, as it were, by the very tocka» 
just as the monster^s adamantine fangs were closing upon 
them for ever ! And hefe havo h •* before obsenred^ careMly 
collected, ooUated, and arranged theni^ scrip and scraii^ 
** ptaii em pmUf gai sn p«tf/* and compionceil io tfiis little 
work, a history to s^rre as a fonndwtioi^ bfs,w|iidi other 
historians may hereafter raise a iiebls snperitjmctiHPe^ 
swelUiig in process of time} until JS^jUefterhockff'^ JYsipr 
Torkf may hp equally votuminoas witU f^itiMm^M |2oap«^ or 
BmmmidSm0aeH'*JEngfandI 

And now indulge me for a momi^nt : while \ lay ^fimt^ 
fliy p«ih ^}h ^ *<Mne eminmce a^ ^ dvhuijDe of two or 
three hundrad years a*hcsd ; aad» castii^^ a bird*s cyi 
glance over tho waste of yean tl^t is jto 19U l»et«ee% 
4isco¥er myself-«-4ittle I !-^<at this ipM9l«ttt the piogf9iiter« 
protoitypf » and percuraor of them al^ posted «t the heaf 
of this host of literary worthiea* with my hepl^ Modfor my 
anm and New-Yor|c on my bacl^ pnwif forwaK4.|i^ « 
gallant ceinmander to honour and iamioi^^ality ! 

Such are the vain-glorious imaginiogs that will now j«d 
then eater ivto the brain of the author rthtt irradiate, • as 
wit^ c^tial light, his solitary chambeiy ebeeriog hi9 
UROary spirits, aud animating hio^ to presevere in his 
Ubonift. And 1 have fret^y gii^en uttera«ca to these 
rhapsodies wbepevfr thfy hay^ occurred j not, I tnKst| 
fro^i «n unusual spirit of ego^np^ 1|^^ merely tj^t flfte 
reiider may for once h8;re an idea ho^ an autlior thinks aff4 
CecM while he is writiug— a hind of l^iow^^fc ▼^ 
^ opriqus, a^ mmch to be devr^ 




THE 

HISTORY OF NEW-YOilK. 



BOOK FmST. 



covTAiiriiro ditbrs htgenious thboribb ahd phi- 

LfltMniO SPBCmiATIOMS OONCVRWIIIO TBS GRBATIOH 

AMD POPULATIOH OF THB WORLD, A8 OOBIfBGTBD 

WITH TBB HISTORY OP NBW T«AK. 



CHAP I. 

Detertpikm of ike Wmid, 

AccORDlHG to tilt bflft anlborilieii, the world in which 
we dwell is a Ingt^ opaque^ refleetiii|p» inaDimate maM, 
floating in the vast etfacKal! ocean of infinite apoco. It 
has the form of an wnmfnet being .an .ohlal^iaidMrokl) flwi* 
ouely ||^Ueiie4 atoppoitta parts ^"^ ^ inaortion of two 
im a pn a ry polesy wfajeh are anppoMil to< penetrate an4i 
anite at the centre; thus forming an aadt» on which tho: 
mighty onnge tone with a ref^ular diurnal levolutioB. 

The traneitions. of light and duehneny whence proceed 
the altematione of day and night^morpradnoed bv thb' 
dinmni ievolEtion ■noccmtyely pimraling. the different^. 
parUof tlie «a«lh. to the myeofahiiaan. The latter it. 
according to tl|e. bea» thMtit t0*i4^», the latest account^ 
a luminova or fiery bodyi o/U prpdigiooi magnitndeyfviBi! 
which thia world is driven by a centrifogal or repelli^^ 
power, and to which it is dftNm by a centripetal or' 
at t i a a ive ibrve; otherwise called the attraction of graH- 
tation; the eombhHition» or rather the counteraction of 
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these two opposing impulses prodacing a circular awl 
annual revolution. Hence result the dmerent leasons of 
the year, Viz. springy sumroery autumn, and winter* 

This I helieve to be the most approved modem theory 
on the sufcjectp— though there be many philosophers who 
have entertained very different opinious; some too of 
them entitled to much deference from their great ^ita^^ity 
and illnstrions characters. Thus it was advanced by some 
of the ancient sages, that the earth was an extended plain, 
supported by vast pillars : and by othem, that it rested on 
the head of a snakc^ or the back of a huge tortoise— but 
as they did not provide a resting place for either the pillars 
or the tortoise, the whole theory fell to the grouod, for 
want of proper foundation. 

The Brahmins assert, that the heavens rest upon the 
earth, and the son and moon swim therein like fisfaes in 
the water, moving from east to west by day, and gliding 
along the edge of the horizon to their original atations 
during the nighty* whiles according to the Fauranicas of 
India, it is a vast plain, encircl^ by seven oceans of 
milk, nectar, and other delicious liquids ; that it Is studded 
with seven mouataios, and ornamented in the centre by 
a mountainous rock of burnished gold ; and that a .great 
dragon occasionally swallows op the moon, which aooounts 
ibr the phenomena of lunar eclipae8.f 

Betioes these, and many other equally sage opinions, we 
hKwm the profound conjectures of Aboul-HabsaitalY) 
son of Al Khu, son of Aly, son of Abderrabmaiiy son of 
AbdaHah, son of Maso«d-el-Hadheli, who is coraiDonly 
called Mamhjdi, and sjamamed Cothbeddin, but who 
takes the humble title of Lshebar-rasool, which means, 
the companion of l9ie ambassador of God . He has written 
a universal history, entitled ^Bfouroudge^^hahrab; 
or. The Golden Meadows, and the Bftees of preckms 
Stones.**! In this valuable work he has relatad the Us- 
tory of the world, from the creatiiMi down to theniomeat 
of writing*, which was untder the Khaliphant of Motfai 
Billah, in the moi^ Dgiouraadv^Uaoual of the 9d0di 
year of the Hegtra or flight of the Propliet. He inlhmii' 
us that the earth is a huge bvd, Mecca and Medina eoa*J 

* Fwia y Souip. Mick. Las. note. b. 7. ' 

t Sir W. Joi^, Diu. Antiq. Ind. Zod. . X MS8. BibUot. Koi Fc 
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vlltiitetlie boidy Persia and India the right wiag, the land 
•of Gog the left wing^aiid Africa the tail. He informs us, 
moreoTer, that an earth has existed before the present 
.(vfakh he considers as a mere chicken of 7000 years) 
tfast it baa undergone divers deluges, and that, according 
to the opinion of some well-informed Brahmins of his ac- * 
quaialanee^ it will be renovated, every sevienty thousandth 
•hacaroimm ; each hazarouam consisting of 12,000 years. < 

These are a . few. of the mg^y contrwlictovy opinions of 
pbilosophen concerning the earth, and we find that the 
leained have had equal pei'plexity as to the nature of the 
sun. Some of the ancient philosophers have affirmed that 
it is a vast wheel of brilliant fire }* others, that it is merely 
a mirror or sphere .of transparent crystal^ and a third 
class, at the head of whom stands Anaxagoras, maintained 
that it .was nothing but a huge ignited mass of iron or 
etone— indeed, he declared the heavens to be merely a 
vault of stone, and that the stars were stones whirled up- 
watds from the earthy and set on fire by the velocity of its 
rcvoli^tions.]; But I give little attention to die doctrines 
of this philosopher, the people of Athens hayinK^ fully re- 
futed them, by banishing, him from their citv; a concise 
mode of answering unwelcome doctrines, much resorted to 
in finrmer diiyst Another sect of philosophers do declare, 
tliat certain fiery particles exhale constantly from the earth, 
udiich, concentrating in a single point in the firmament by 
day, oottstitute the snn, but being scattered and rambling 
•bout in the dark at nig^, collect in various points, and 
form stars. These are regularly burnt out- and extinguish- 
ed) not unlike to the lamps in our streets, and require a 
finnh supply of exhalations for the next occasion.^ 

li is even recorded, that at certain remote and obscure 
periods, in consequence of a great scarcity of fuel, the 
■an has been completely burnt out, and sometimes not 
•ekindled lor a month at a time. A most melancholy 
cireumstance, the very idea of which gave vast concern to 

< • • 

• Pint de PiM. Pbilos. lib. ii. chap. 90. 

i Achill. Tat. Img. chap. 19. Ap. P«Uv. t iii. p. 81. Stob. Eclor. 
Phys. lib. i. p. 66: Pint, de Plac. Philos. 

X Diogeoea Laertilu in Anaxag. l.ii. sec. 8. Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 96. 
Plat, de Plac. Philos. Xenoph. Mem. 1. ir. p. 815. 

I Ariatot. Meteor. 1. ii. c. f , Idem, Probl. lec. IS. Stob- Eel, 
Pbya. I. i. p. »5. Brack. HUt. Phil. t.i. p. 1154, Ice. 
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tikraditin» llutt wbhky weepingr fAilMOplMr «f a«fi4|tfity. 
. in addttMHi'to tbCM variouB •pccvlstiMn, it wm the o|m- 
Moii of ttandMl, thst tbetaa is auMgrnfiomly 'to Mteiit 
abode; theiliflitit fwmisboi oriaiog from ocrtainT'eiupyrealy 
ilamiooiHorjftlmiplionc olo«Mi% Mriouiuiig in Ito ututti|Mi- 
-not atMoaplMre;* 

Bui we will not oolar Avtlwr atpMstot into >tiie aotwre 
of IIm WBy that MoK «o inquiry aol tmnediatfly neeemmry 
itothe dbyplafiaiwit of tia» hiatory; naMMrwill -weem- 
• bffoii oaiaalrca in •any VMre of the cndlcia diipttlM ef ^riiir. 
fiaBophen toochiag the ionm of tbia .gMe, >b«rt contenft 
jonndvca with ' tM thaavy advanced tu ^tha b ag i nainy of 
\4hii chapter^ and will prooaad to iUnatratey ^y eKparimaiil, 
ithercampkxity. of flMitioo tiwiiin aMribad to^thb awriwta;- 
tiony. i^aaat, 

VrafeHor Von Jii di i^;cd ft (or Pnddinffaaad, n»thte 

lai^ne aBay^be<reinlared'into Engtiab) wnt hmf odebMCdly 

m the nnhraodty of .LBvdc%'for oMat prafonnd f^fnvtty ^ 

deportmantyrand hs'taMnt at going to ileap in the naMit 

of examinationfe $ to the infinite relief of his hopefal atn- 

dentsy who thereby woriced their way throngh college 

with great ease and little atndy. In the ooobm of cme'tff 

his iKtnresy theleained pr o fe s so r^ eeising « bneket itt 

watery swung It round his head at ann*>s length ; the inf. 

pulse with whiph ^he threw the JveMel Arom han being fc 

- centrifugal turcey the rctenlioB of his am operating'as a 

centripetal poiasTy andithe'bttcfcet|Wfaich wasasnbsUtate 

'for the earth, doMrihiag a cirenlarothit round abiiiit the 

^4ahalarhcad and mhy tvisage of Protesor Von-Fodding- 

.coltyiwhieh' formed. no bad repreaentation of- the>sun. AH 

of these (partacnkrs were daly explained to -the dass of 

.gaping afcudcnte nronnd bias. He apprised them mure- 

orefy that Ihe same principle of gravitailioo > whioh retained 

the water in thebuchet restrains the ocean lirom flying 

/tram itfae. earth in .its sapid re1^>lniions ; and be further 

Jnfonncd them, 'that should the motion of the 'Sartb be 

suddenly checked, it would incontinently iall into the sun, 

through the centripetal. foree of gravitation; a moat rdin. 

ous event to this planet, and one which would also ob- 

«cure, thoi|gi|i it c|n«|st probably would not extinguish, the 

, • ?M^. Tians. 1795. p. 72. Idem. 18Ql,;p. 365. Nkh. Philof • 
Jotini. i. p. 13. 
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■oWur luminapy. An uolueky stripUng, one of those ta- 
grant geniuses who seem sent into the world merely to 
maoqy woi'thy men of the puddinghead order, desirous of 
ascertaining the correctness of the experiment, suddenly 
arrested the arm of the profesMr just at the moment that 
the hocket was in. its zenith, which immediately descended 
with astonishing precision on the philosophic head of the 
iDstsuctiMr of youth. A hollow sound, and a red-hot hiss, 
aitendcd the contact, but the theory was in the amplest 
BMtnner illustrated, for the unfortunate bucket perished in 
the conflict : . hut the blazing countenance of Professor 
Voo Poddingcoft, emerged firom amidst the waters, glow- 
ing fiercer than erer with unutterable indignation— where- 
by the students were marTeUdusly edified, «nd departed 
eonsiderably wiser than before. 

It is a mortifying circumstance^ which greatly perplexes 
many a pains-takiog philosopher, that nature often refuses 
to second his most profound and elaborate efforts ; so that 
often, after having invented one of the most ingenious and 
natural theories imaginable, she will have the penrerseness 
to act directly in the teeth' of his system, and flatly con- 
tradict his most favourite positions. This is a mani^tt 
and unmerited grievance^ since it throws the censure of 
the vulgar and unlearned entirely upon the philosopher; 
whereas the fruit is not to be ascribed to his theory, which 
IS unquestionably correct, but to the waywardness of dame 
nature, who with the proverbial fickleness of her sex, is 
cantinnally ludulging in coquetries and caprices, and seems 
rmfify40 take pleasure in violating all philosophic rules, 
and jiituAg the m<tot learned and indefiitigable of her 
adorers. Thus it happened with respect 'to the for^joing 
satisfaclory explanation of the motilm of our planet; it 
appears tint the centrifugal force has long since ceased to 
open^te, while its antagonist remains in' undiminished po- 
tency: the world them)r«j aceording to the theiory as it 
origiiil^ly stood, ought, in strict propriety, to tumble into 
the min-«-philoB6phm were convinced that it would do'sb^ 
and 'a#hited, in anxious impatiencey the fulfilment of their 
prognoatics. But the untoward planet pertinaciously coii- 
tiDued- ber course, notwithstanding that she had reasoOy 
phildsophy, and a wh6le university of learned professors 
oupoied to her conduct. The philotopbers tot>k this in 
very ill part, and it is thought they would never have par* 
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idoned tiM sll|;ht ftod «llroiit wMch 'tliey coMeivcd pat 
upon 'tliea by- the world, had boI afood«iialaved pm Umm 
kindly officiated as a vicdiatar betwcca the partica, aad 
eflferted a reconciliation. 

'PindHHC the world wanM not aceemnodate ilaelf to Ihe 
: theory, he wieely d etw a l in e d 'to aceoMinodate the theary 
to the world : he therefore kiftmned Ma brother philoeo- 
tpheriy that the eironlar BMitioa of the earth round the ana 
was no sooner engendered,- by the ooi*lli«tiB|^ iospvlBai 
above described, than 'it beeanw a regular rarotutioai, ia- 
dependeni of the canaaa which gave it origin. 'His leaned 
hrrthren readily joined in the opinion, being heartily glad 
«f any explanatiun that would decently e3itrtoate4hrai>froni 
cnbsmssBMnt^-and crer aince that BMnMrable am the 
world has been left to takehcr own course^ andito ■■ cr ui s e 
arauud the aanJn sudi orhkt aa ahe thinks proper. 



CHAP. ir. 

'"^Offlio^Miff, oftfrmHm of ike >IFarAf / MM a mmMihide 
^MceOminMrimt hjfwMtkike VtmH omqfa^Wmldis 
sAnm <o '6t tio 91101 iyfiemU matier a» asa iaMiw fibttf 

weSUL ima§im, ^ 

, tt4VU0i Uins.bn«ijr iMtrodnc^d my reader to the world, 

MwicgMrtnhini sanie idea of its fiorvitod situatiom hejrill 

oatamllybe. cAfioui to .know from whence it ipumB» and 

ilMiwit waa^natad. And in^fssd the cleanag iip«»f tbeiie 

»polato.is9h9olntoly«aieiilial ton^ history,. i»»> m u fh .aii.if 

tlMs^Mld bad iN>t beau formedt it is mure than pc»fanble 

tetthis:nim^ped iriund* on .whifli is sitvated t|ie «i^ of 

iHftm !¥Qrfc» would o«v«r .h«r« h«d nn exinlenoe. The 

ijiigi^ caune.af my histoijt tlierelpr«, reqoires ihatil 

..ilhpvJd.prpoM'to notice the oofmogony orfonoatioaaf 

.,|hi«oiir globe. 

Jknd vow I gire.my readers iair .w^rniogy tl«»ttl mp 

Mlbfimt lo.pliMige, for a, chapter or two, in^ as complete,^ 

,|«liyiin|h,as ever historian was perpl^ed withal; tbes^ 

• liNfe^.1 adviie them to take fast hold of my skirMs aiid keep 

. clofie at my tels, Tcn^ng peither . to the right hand, nor 

lQ{theJcft»loit Ikiry^H.lmivfediii •» 4oHgb pf »p|ii^Ugi- 



mw TOBK. 9 

)ile learning, or l«ire their brains knocttcd ont by MMneof 
those hard Greek' names which wjli be flying abont in all 
directions. But should any of tbeni be too indolent or 
chicken-hearted to accompany me in this peritous nnder- 
taktngy they had better take a short out ronndy and wait 
for me at the beginning of some smoother chapter. 

Of the creation of the world we have a thonsaqd ooo- 
.tradictory accounts ; and though a very satisfiictory one 
is fiimished by divine revelation, yet every philosopher 
feels himself in honour bound to fiirnisb us with a bettei;. 
As an impartial historian, I consider it my duty to notice 
their several theories, by which mankind have been so 
ex«xedingly ediAed and instructed. 

Thus it was the opinion of certain ancient sages, that 
the earth and the whole system of the universe was the 
dafty himself;* a doctrine most strenuously niaintaiiied 
by Zenophancs and the whole tribe of Eleatics, as also by 
Strato and the sect of peripatetic philosophers. Pytha- 
goras likewise incnlcated the fieimous numerical system of 
the monad, dyad, and tryad ; and by means of his sacred 
quaicmary elucidated the formation of the world, the 
arcana folt nature, and the principles both of music an^ 
morals.'f Other sages adhered to the mathematical sys- 
tem of squares and triangles ; the cube, the pyramid, and 
the sphere; the tetrahedron, the octahedron, the icosahe- 
dron, and the dodecahedron.^ While others advocalcil 
the great elementary theory, whidi refers the construction 
of o«r globe, and all that it contains, to the combinations 
of four matarial dements, air, earth, ire, and water \ irith 
'the assistance of a fifth, an hnmalerial and vivyfying 
pfipciple. 

Nor must I omit to mention the great atomic system 
tanfftt by old IMoschns befoce the siege of Tii>y \ revived 
.by Democritns of (laughing memory ; improved by £pi- 
cmma, that king of good'fellows ; and modernised by the 
fimcifol Descartes. -Bot 1 dedlne ini|virlng, whether the 
atoms, of whkfa |he earth is aaid to be composed, are 
eternal oc recant 3 whether they are animate or inanimate 3 

* Aristot. ap. Cic. lib, i. cap. 3. 

i Aristpt. Meteub. lib. i. c. 5. .IdcaudeCislo. l,iii. c,1* RooiMaa, 
Mem. lar. ^uiriqne Auc|fn. p. 99. march j^^. ^|^TYib.i. 
cap. 3. . I . * 

X Tiia. Locr. ap. Plato, t. iii. p. 90. 
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whetlMry agraeibly to the opinion of Atiieists, they were 
Ibrtuitoufly aggragAtcd ; or, «s tbe Theiots maintaio, were 
■mngcd by a unpreme inlelligenee * Whether, iii feet, 
the earth be an inaensate clod, or whether it be animate4 
by a lOttl ^f which opioion was Btrenuously maintainecT by 
a hoft of philosophers, at the head of whom stands the 
great Plato» that temperate sage, who threw the coM 
water of philosophy on the form uf sexual intercourse, and 
inculcated the doctrine of Platonic love — an exquisitely 
reflned intercourse, but much better adapted to the ideal 
inhabitats of his imaginary island of Atlantis, than to the 
sturdy race, composed of rebellious flesh and bloody which 
populates the little matter of feet island we inhabit. 

Resides these systems, wc bave^ moreover, the poetical 
theogony of old Hesiod, who generated the whole uni- 
verse in the regular mode of procreation ^ and the plausi> 
bie opinion of others, that the earth was hatched from the 
great efg of nkbt, which floated in chao«,aBd was cracked 
by the horns of the celestial bull. To illustrate this last 
doctrine, Burnet, in his theory of the earthj haa favoured 
m with an accurate drawing and description, both of the 
form and texture of this mundane egg i which is found to 
bear a near resemblance to that of a goose. Such of my 
readers as take a proper interest in tl^ origin of this our 
planet will be pleased to learn, that the most profound 
sages of antiquity, among the Egyptians, Chaldcansy Per- 
sians, Greeks, and Latins, have alternately assisted at the 
hatching of this strange bird; aad that their cacklings 
have b^n caught, and contimied in dttfcrcnt tones and 
inflections, from philosopbcr to ptukMopber^ unto the pre- 
acnt dky. 

But while briefly noticing long celebrated aystems of 
ancient sages, let nie not pass over, with neglect, those of 
other philosophers; which, though less umv«rsa(tfaaB re- 
Bownedy have equal claims to attention, and equal chaiKs 
lor oocrectness. Thus it is iseorded by the Brahmios, in 
the pages of thdr inspired Shaatah, that the angel Biat- 
noo transformed himself into a great boar, plunged into 

* Ariatot Nat. Aascnlt 1. ii. cap. 6. Aristoph. Metapb. Tib. i. cap. 3. 
Cic. dc Nat. l>Mr.Ub. i. cap. 10. Justin Mart. Orat. ad Gent. p. 30. 

•|> Moahcim ui Cudw. lib. i. cap. 4. Tim. de Anim. Mi^<l. ap. 
Plat. lib. iii. Mem. de TAcad. on Belles Lettivs, t.'xxxn. p.' W, 

-•I. t Book i. cb. 5. 



.iktmatiegy thfMf and lMriNif[^l«p«tlie^*Hli oiihis tasks. 
TIkd iflsned from liim e migiity toi<hiliie, and a mighty 
•Make; and Bistnoo placed tlw snake erect upon the bad. 
.•f the tortoise, and he placed the earih upon the liead of 
theanake.* 

Hm Negro pbilosophen of. Congo nttwm^ that the world 
•««■ mwle by the hands of angns, excepting their oirii 
omntsy, which the Snprene Being ooBstmeted hinscAfy 
-tint it might be supremely exaetleat. And lie took great 
pains with the inhabitants, and made them very black and 
beautiful ; and when he had finished the first man, he was 
well pleased with him, and smoothed him orer the face, 
and- hence his nose, and the nose of all his descendants, 
became flat* 

The Mohawk philosophers tell us, that a pregnatft 

sroman fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise took her 

.npMi its back, because every place was covered with 

wster; and that the woman, sitting upon the tortoise, 

•paddled with her hands in the water, and raked up the 

•««rtfay whence it finally happened that the earth became 

•iH^har than the water .f -^ 

Bat I forbear to qaote a number more of these ancient 

and outlandish philosophers, whose deplorable hugorance, 

in despite of all their erudition, compelled them to write 

io languages which but few of my readers can understand ; 

awl I shall proceed briefly to ngtiee a few mora intelligible 

and fashionable theories of their modem successors. 

^nd &r«t I shall mention thegvsat Bufibo, whocouject- 
-lures that this globe was originally a globe of liquid fire, 
aciatiUated fn>m the body of the aun, by the percussion of 
a coBsett as a spark is generated by the crtllisioa of fiiHt 
auid steel. Tltat at firat it was surrounded by gross va- 
ponrs, which cooling and condensing in process of time, 
-oooatitntedi according to their densities, earth, water, and 
air ^ which gradually ananged -themselves, according to' 
their respective gravities, round the burning or vitrified 
.■aaaa that fomied>tbeir csmtre. 

'Hutton, . qn the contrary, supposes that the waters at 
first were universally pavamount ; and he terrifies himself 
with the idea that the earth must be eventually washed 

* Homwell. Qeat. Fhilowphy. 

•f JohannM M[e«:4Ppl«08is, jan. Account «f Morquaaior Mol^awk 
lttdiSii», UM4. 
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sway by the Ibfce of raio, rivoniy and mountaiii torreBtSy 
uotil it if ocmfomided with the ocean, or in other wordi'i 
abeolotely diMoWet into itself.— Sublime idea! iar sor- 
paninf Uiat of the tenderJiearted damsel of antiquity, 
who wept herself into a fountain; or. the good dane of 
Narbonne in FVanee^ who^ for a Folubility of tongue ua- 
usual in her sex, was doomrd to peel five hundred thoa- 
sand and thirty-nine ropes of onions, and actually ran 
out at her eyes before half the hideous task was acoom- 
plished. 

Wbiston, the same ingenious pbilosoplier who rivalled 
Dittoo in his researches after (he longitude (for which the 
mischief'loTing Swift discharged on their heads a most 
savoury stanza), has distinguished himself by a rery ad- 
mirable theory respecting tte earth. He coi^ectures that 
it was originally a ekaoUe coined, whidi, being selected lor 
the abode of man, was removed from its eccentric orbit, 
and whirled round the sun m il* present regular motion; 
by which change pf direction, order succeeded to confu- 
sion in the arrangement of its component parts. The phi- 
losopher adds, that the deluge was produced by an «n- 
conrteous salute from the watery tail of another comet ; 
doubtless through sheer envy of its improved condition : 
thus furnishing a melancholy proof that jealousy may pre- 
vail even among the hcaveply bodies, and discord inter- 
rupt that eelestial harmony of the spheres, so melodiously 
sung by the poets. 

But 1 pass over a variety of excellent theories, among 
which are those of Burnet, and Woodward, and While- 
hurst ; regretting extremely that my time will not auffer 
me to give them the notice they deserve— and shall con- 
clude with that of the renowned Dr. Darwin. This 
learned Theban, who is as much distinguished for tiiyme 
as reason, and for good-natured credulity as serioiu re- 
search ; and who Ims recommended himself wonderfully 
to (he good graces of the ladies, by letting them into all 
the gallantries, amours, debaucheries, and other topics of 
scandal of the court of Flora, has fallen upon a theory 
worthy of his combustible imagination. According to hv 
(^inioo, the huge mass of chaos took a sudden occasion 
to explode, like a barrel of gunpowder, and, in that act, 
exploded the sun — which, in its flight, by a similar eon- 
vulsion, exploded the eartb— which in like guise exploded 
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the iiiooiii*«i>suid thus, by a concatcnatioii of explosioas, 
the whole solar system was produced, and set most sys- 
tematically in motion.* 

By the great variety of theories here alluded to, every 
one of whidt, if thoroughly ezamined, will be found sur- 
prisingly consistent in all its parts, my unlearned readers 
will perhaps be led to conclude, thai the creation of a 
world is not so difficult a task as they at first imagined. 
1 baire shown at least a score of in^penious methwls in 
which a world could be constructed; and, I have no 
dottbt» that had any of the philosophers above quoted the 
use of a good manageable comet, and the philosophical 
warehouse, chaosp at his command, he would engage to 
- nranuiacture a planet as good, or, if you would take his' 
word for it, better than this we inhabit. 

And here 1 cannot help noticing the kindness of Provi- 
dence, in creating comets for the great relief of bewildered 
philosophers. By their assistance more sudden evolutions 
and transitions are effected in the system of nature, than 
are wrought in a pantomimic exhibition, by the wonder- 
working sword of harlequin. SHiould one of our modem 
sages, in his theoretical lights among the stars, ever find 
himself lost in the clouds, and in danger of tumbling into 
the abyss of nonsense and absurdity, he has but to seize a 
comet by the beard, mount astride of its tail, and away he 
gallops in triumph, like an enchanter on his bippogrin, or 
. « Connecticut witch on her brooms^ck, ^ to sweep the 
cobwebs out of the sky.*' 

It is an old and vul|rar saying, about a ** beggar on 
horseback,'* which I would DQt for theivorld have applied 
to these reverend philosophierB : but I must confess, that 
some of them, when they are mounted on one of those 
fiery steeds, are as wild iu their curvettlngs as was Phae- 
ton of yore, when be aspired to manage the chariot of 
Piicebns. One drives his comet at full speed against the 
san, and knocks the world out of him with tl^ mighty 
concussion; another, more moderate, makes his comet a 
kind of beast of burthen, carrying the sun a regular supply 
of food and fagots ; a third, of more combustible dispo- 
sition, threatens to throw hb comet, like a bombshell, into 
the world, and blow it up like a powder magazine ; while 

- Darw. Hot Gaodtn. Pttt I. Caot. i. 1. 105. 
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a fourth, with no fi««t deUcacy to thkt planet and U» in- 
hmbitantSy kninuaiCB thai aoaie day or olh^ hifi coiiiet~- 
my modest pen blushes while 1 write it — shall alMokitely 
tttm tail upon our world and dduge it with water! — 
Surely, as 1 have already observad, oonsels were bonnti- ■ 
fully provided by Providanoe for tha benefit of pbilosu* 
pbers, to assist them in manuliftCliiring theuriea. 

And now, having adduced aavend of the moat promiaKiii 
theories tkat occur to my racoUection, L leave my judici- 
otts readers at full liberty to choose among them. They 
are all seriout speculations of laamed men.«-all differ ea- 
sentially from each other — and all have the same title to 
belief. It has ever been the task of one race of philoso 
phers to demolish the worka of their predeoeararB, and 
elevate more splendid lantaaiea in their ataad, whicl^ in 
their tarn, are demolished and replaced by the air-caaUea 
of a succeeding generation. IIiub it would seem that 
knowledge and genius, of which we make such great pa^ 
rade, consiftt but in detecting the errors and absurdities of 
those who had gone before^ and devising new errora and 
absurdities, to bt detected by those who are to coma after 
us. Theories are the mighty soap-bubbles with which the 
grown-np chikbren of idenoe amuse themselves ; While 
the honest vulgar stand gnsing in stupid admiration, and 
dignify these learned vai^rias with the name of wisdom ! 
—barely Socrates was right in his opinion,, that philoso- 
phers are but a soberer sort of madmen, busying them- 
selves in things totally incomprehensible, or which,, if tbsy 
could be comprehended, would be found not worthy the 
trouble of discovery. 

For my own parl^ until the leaned have come to aa. 
agreement among thempelves, I shall content myself witht 
the account handed down to us by Moses j in which I do. 
but follow the example of our ingenious neighbours of 
Omnecticut ; who at their first settlement proclaimed^, 
that the colony should be governed by the laws of Go^ft-^ 
until they had time to make better. 

One thing however appears ceHainr-from the nnaai* 
mous authority of the before quoted philoaophers, sup^ 
ported by the evidence of our own senses (ahicb, thouj^ 
▼ery apt to deceive us, may be cautiously admitted as ad* 
ditional testimony), it appears, 1 say, and 1 make the as- 
■ertkm delibssatcJi^ withoul fearof contradk^on, that tbia 
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f lobe nally was ereaiedf and that it is compocied of iand 
and water » It further appears that it is curiously divided 
and parcelled out into contiuents and islands, among which 
I boldly declare the renowned I8I.AND of new York 
will be found by any one who seeks foe it in ita proper 
place. 



CHAP. UI. 

How far thai Jamunu Navigaiorf Noah^wcu shamefuUp 
uieknamed; and how he committed an unpardonable over* 
eight in not hairing Four Sons: with the great tnmble 
of Phitosophen emued thereby y and the Discovery ^ 

Amieriea, 

N0AB9 who is die fint leKfaring^ man we read of, begat 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Authors, it is true, 
are not wanting, who affirm that the patriarch bad a num- 
ber of other diildren. Thus Berosus makes him father 
of the gigantic Titans, Methodius gives him a son called 
JouHhus, or Jonicus (who was the first inventor of Johnny- 
cakee), and others hare mentioned a ton named Thniscon, 
from whom descended' the Teutons or Teutonic, or in 
other words the Dutch nation. 

1 regret exceedingly that the nature of my plan will not 
permit me to gratify the htudable curiosity of my readers, 
by investigating minutely the history of the great Noah. 
Indeed such am uiidertaking would be attended with more 
trouble than many people would imagine; for the good 
oM patriarch seems to have been a great traveller in his 
day, and to have passed under a dtnerent name in every 
country that he visited. The Chaldeans for iustanee give 
us his story, merely altering his name into Xisuthrua-** 
m trivial alteration, which, to an historian skilled in ety* 
mofegies, will appear wholly unimportant. It appears 
likewise, that he had ex^^anged his tarpawling and qua- 
«irant among the Chaldeans, tor the gorgeous insignia of 
royalty, and appears as a monarch in their annals. The 
E^ptians celebrate him under the name of Osiris ; the 
Imfiaas as Menu; the Greek and R<^man writers con- 
lonnd him with Ogyges, and the Theban with Deucalion 

c 
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ftod Satani. But the Chinese, who dcterredly rank 
MBong the molt extensive And anthentic histomns, fmfe. 
much as they have known the world much lonj^er thni 
any one else, declare that Noah was no other than Fobi ; 
and what {^ves this assertion some air of credibility is, 
that it is a tkct, admitted by the most enlif^tened literati^ 
that Noah travelled into China, at the time of the building 
of the tower of Babel (probably to im|yrove himsdf in the 
study of languaffes), and the learned Dr. Shuckfofd i^iwtB 
us tlie additional information, that the ark rested m a 
mountain on the frontiers of China. 

From this mass of rational conjectures 'and wge bypok 
theses, many satisfactory deductions might be drawn ■; but 
I shall content myself with the simple fact stated in Uie 
Bible, vie. that Noah beg^t three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japhrt. It is astonishing: on what remote and obscure 
contingencies the great afiairs of this woiid depend, and 
bow events the most distant, and to the common observer, 
unconnected, are inevitably consequent the one to the 
other. It remains to the philosopher to discover these 
mysterious affinities, and b the praudest triumph of Ins 
skil to detect and drag forth some latent chain of ciusa 
tion, which at first sight appears a paradox to the inexpe- 
rienced observer., liius many of my readers will doubt- 
less wonder, what connection the family of Noah can -pos- 
sibly have with this history — and many will stare when 
informed that the whole history of this quarter of the 
world has taken its character and course, firom the simple 
circumstance of the patriarch*s ImTing but three sons.^ 
but to explain. 

Noah, we are told by sundry very credible biatoriaiis^ 
becoming sole surviving heir and proprietor of the earth, 
in fee simple^ after the deluge, like a good father, portioned 
out his estate among his children. To Shem be gave 
Asia, to Ham Africa, and to Japhet Europe. Now it is 
a thousand times to be lamented that he bad buttiiree' 
sons, fur had there been a fourth, he. would doubtless have 
inherited America 3 which of course would have been 
dragged forth from its obscurity on the occasion; and 
thus many a hard-working historian and philosopher wouM 
have been spared u prodigious mass of weary conjecture, - 
respecting the first discovery and population of this icoun- 
try. Noah, however, having provided for his three sons, 
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Ipokedy in all probability, upoa our country as mere wild, 
nns^led land, and said nothing about it, and to this ub- 
fMcdooabte taciturnity of the patriarch may we ascribe the 
mitfortune, that America did not come into the world as 
early as the other quarters of the globe. 
, It ia true, some writers haye yindicated him from this 
m iscon dq ct towards posterity, and asserted that he really 
did discover America. Thus it was the opinion of Mark 
ILescarbot, a French writer, possessed of that ponderosity 
4»f thoughly and profoundness of reflection, so peculiar to 
his nation, that the immediate descendants of Noah peo- 
pled this quarter of the gk>be^ and that the old patriarch 
hiiBself, who still retained a passion for the seafaring life, 
foperinteiided the transmigration. The pious and enlight. 
^nid iathsr Charleyoix,. a Frendi Jesuit, remarkable for 
his avervion to the maryellous, common to all great trayel- 
l^rs, is.eondosiyely of the same opinion ; nay, he goes still 
furtiier,'' and decides upon the manner in which the disco- 
yery was effected, which was by sea, and under the im- 
mediate direction of the great Noah. ** 1 haye already 
nbaeryed,*? exclaims the good father in a tone of becoming 
indignation, ** that it is an arbitrary supposition that the 
grandchildren of Noah were not able to penetrate into the 
new woild, or that they neyer thought of it. In effect, 1 
can see no reason that can justify such a notion. Who 
can seriously belieye that Noah and his immediate de- 
scendants knew less than we do, and that the builder and 
pilot of the greatest ship that eyer was, a ship which was 
formed to tr^yerse an unbounded ocean, and had so many 
shoals and quicksands to guard against, should be igno- 
fluit of, or should not have communicated to his descen- 
4ants, the art of sailing on the ocean ? Therefore they did 
sail on the ocean — therefore they sailed to America — 
therefore America was discovered by Noah ! 

Now alt this exquisite chain of reasoning, which is so 
atriktngly-characteristic of the good ftither, being addressed 
to the ikith, rather than to the understanding, is flatly 
4>ppbscd by Hans de Laet, who declares it a real and most 
ridiculous paradox^ to suppose that Noah eyer entertained 
dMB thought of discoverii^ America ; and as Hans is a 
Dutch writer, 1 am inclined to belieye be must have been 
mm^ better acquainted with the woi'thy crew of the ark». 
than his competitors, and of course possessed of more 

c2 
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CHAP. IV. 

Shmping ibe great d\ficvU}f Phihaaphers kgw had ^ 
peopling America— and how the Aborigmee oame to 
6e begUien 6y aecidentf to the great relief and eqti^fiietiam 

^ the Atithor. 

Thi next inqoiry ftt which we arrive in the regqJUr 
course of oor history, is to Mcertaiii, if possible, how this 
country was originally peopled j a point fruitfi|l of 
incredible embarrassments : for unless we prove tha| the 
aborigines did absolutely come from somewhnre, it wi)l be 
hnmttliately asserted in this age of scepticism, that ^hey 
did not come at all ; and if they did not come at all, then 
Was this conntry nevo* populated— a conclusion perfe;ptly 
agreeable to the rn1e«t of logic, but wholly irreconcilable to 
every feeling of humanity, inasmuch as it m^tst fiyllo- 
gistically prove fatal to the i9numerable aborigipei of this 
populous region. 

To avert so dire a sophism, and to rescue froip logical 
annihilation so many miUions of fellow-creatures, how 
many, wings of geese liave been plundered ! what oceans 
of ink have been bcnevttlently drained ! and how qaany 
capacious beads of learned historians have been a(|d(ed 
and for ever confounded ! 1 pause with reverential aw^ 
when 1 contemplate the ponderous tomes in diiFerept lan- 
guages, with which they have endeavoured to solve this 
question^ 80 important to the happiness of society, bat po 
involved in clouds of impenetrable obscurity. Histctrian 
after historian has engaged in the endless circle of hy< 
pothetical argument, and after leading us a weary chaite 
through octavos, quartos, and folips, ha« let us oyt at the 
end of his work, just as wise as we were at the beginning. 
It was, doubtless, some philosophical wild-goose chase of 
the kind, that made the old poet Macrobius rail in 8,ach m 
passion at curiosity, which he anathematizes most heartily 
as *' an irksome, agonizing care, a superstitious industry 
about unprofitable things, an itching humour to see what 
is not to be seen, and to be doing what signifies nothing 
when it is done.*' But to proceed : 

Of the claims of the children of Noah to the original 
population of this country I shall say nothing, as they 
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hkftkmAfkMn tGlMh0d upon In ny la«t dnf ter^ The 
ckkniiiiter nwt in oeldrity vre the descendants of Abrafuim. 
TluiB.CbKUitOTal Colon (rulgarly called Cplnrobus), when 
hefint diacorered the fi^ld mines of Hispaniola^— rimme- 
diately concluded, with a shrewdness that would hare done 
hmoqr to A ]>|iikMopber, that he had foui|d the ancient 
Q^hiv* fnKin whenne Soloiiien procured the gold fur 
eiiihettishivg the temple at Jerusaleni : nay. Colon even 
Miai^iiNMl t^ he saw the remains of furnaces of yeritabie 
Ifehraic eonstnietioHf employed in refinins^ the precious ore. 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with si^ch fascinating^ 
eslmmgancej was too tempting not to be immediately 
anapi^ed at by the gudgeons of learning ; and accordingly, 
there were divers prt^und writeiv rf^y (o swear to ita 
cerreetiieRS, and to bring in their usual load of authorities 
wd iriae auimiscf, wherewithal to prop it up. Vatablus 
wd Bpbcrtua Stephens declared nothiqg couid be more 
elear : Aiiiie Ment^nus, without the least hesitation, as- 
ifrtt that Me^^ieio was the true Ophir, and the Jews the 
early settlers of the country ; while Possevio, Becao« and 
•cff enil other s»gftcious writers, lug in a supposed pro- 
phecy jof t^ fourth book of Esdras, which being inserted 
HI the aiighty hypothesis, like the key-stone of i|n arch, 
gi?«» it, HI their opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their goodly, 
miperatroctjUire, than in trudges a phalaqx of opposite 
mAhoirs, with Hans de tiaet, the gr^t Dutch$iian, at their 
hB$d ; affd ftt one blow tupubles' the whple fabric abaut 
tJielr ears. Haiis, in &ct, . contmdicts outright all the' 
Iffraelittsh claims to the first settlements of this cqitntry, 
«4iltrihwtlpg all those equivocal symptoms, and traces of 
ChrMtiwiity and Jydaivm, which have been said to be 
found in divers jprovinces of the New World, to the Decile 
iii|9 haa always a/QTected to counterfeit the worship of the 
Vvif 0aity. ^ A remark,** says the knowing old Padi'e 
4i^bpfl»t«9 ^ made >y all good aifthpiv ^^ baye spphen 
«if tji|e«)^j|nop of nations newly discovered, an^ founfied 
hk^nides on the authority of the Jb^Aertf of the dmvtik^ 

Sjome wrl|ers a^in, imiong whoqi it is with great regret 
I. am compelled to mention Lopez de (fomar^ ^nd Juan. 
de ILerIf Insinuate that the Oanaanites hdqg tlriyen ^m 
iint lapd of promiae by the Jews, were s^ed ^itjb such a 
9Mi& ^. livk fl^ witliout lookii;||g,bd|ad them, i^ntfl, 
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stopping to take fareatfa, they found t h e a w ely i M tmh m 
America. . As they brought neither their national laa-t 
guage, manners, nor features with tbensy it is supposed 
they left them behind in the hurry of their flight. I can- 
not give ray faith to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned Orotinsy who 
being both an ambassador and a Dutchman to boot, is 
entitled to great respect ; that North America was peo- 
pled by a strolling company of Norwegians, and that 
Peru was founded by a colony from China— Manoo^ or 
Mungo Capac, the first Incaa, being himself a Chinese. 
Nor shall I more than barely mention, that father Kir- 
cher ascribes the settlement of America to the Egyptians, 
Bndbeck to the Scandinavians, Charron to the Cranis, 
Juffredues Pteri to a skaitiog pnrty from Friseland, Milius 
to the Celta, Marinocns tlie Sicilian to the Romans, 1« 
Comte to the Pbcsnicians, Postel to the Moorw, Martin 
d*Agieria to the Abyssinians, together with the sage surmise 
of De Laet, that England, Ireland, and the Orcadea, may 
contend for that honour. 

Nor will I bestow any more attention or credit to the 
idea that America is the fairy region of Zipaiigri, described 
by that dreaming traveller Marco Polo the Venetian ; or 
that it comprises the visionary island of Atlantis, described 
by Plato. Neither will 1 stop to investigate the heathenish 
assertion of Paracelsus, that each bemiapbcre of the globe 
was originally furnished with an Adam and Eve ; or the 
more flattering opinion of Dr. Romayne, supported by 
many nameless authorities, that Adam was of the Indian 
race ; or the startling conjecture of Bnfibn, Helvetius, 
and Darwin, so highly honourable to mankind, that the 
whole human species is accidentally descended from a 
remarkable family of the monkeys 1 

Thi^ last conjecture, I must own, came upon me very 
suddenly and very ungraciously. I have often beheld tl^ 
clown in a pantomioe, while gazing in stupid wonder at 
the e;itravagant gambols of a harlequin, all at once elec- 
trified by a sudden stroke of the wooden sword across hia 
shoulders. Little did I think at such times that it would 
ever fall to my lot to be treated with equal discourtesy, 
and that while I was quietly beholding these grave philo- 
sophers emulating the eccentric transformations of the 
hero of pantomime, they would on a sudden turn upon ne 
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and my readers, and with one hypothetical douri«h meta-. 
niorphise its into beabts ! I determined from that moment 
not to bum my fingers with any more of their theindesy 
bat content myiielf with detailing the different methods by 
which they transported the descendants of these ancient 
and respectable monkeys to this great field of theoretical 
warfare. 

This was done either by migrations by land or trans- 
migrations by water. Thus Padre Joseph d^Acosta enu- 
merates three passages by land, firat by the north of En- 
rope, secondly by the north of Asia, and thirdly by 
regions southward of the straits of Magellan. The learned 
Grotins marches his Norwegians by a pleasant route across 
frozen rivers and arms of the sea, throtugh Iceland, Green- 
land, Estotilaod, and Naremberga. And various writers, 
among whom are Angleria, De Homn. and Bnffon, anxious 
for the accommodation of these travellers, have fastened the 
two continents together by a strong chain of deductions— 
by which means they should pass over dryshod. But 
sbonld even this &ii, Pinkerton, that industrious old 
gentleman, who compiles books and manufactures Geo- 
graphics, has constructed a natural bridge of ice, front 
continent to continent, at the distance of four or five miles 
fropa 3ehring*s straits— -for which he is entitled to the 
grateAil thanks of all the wandering aborigines who ever 
did or ever ^ill pass over it. 

It is an evil much to be lamented, that none of the 
worthy writers above quoted, could ever commence his 
work, without immediately ' declaring hostilities against 
erery writer who had treated of the same subject. In this 

E articular, authors may be compared to a cei-tain sagacious 
ird, which in building its nest is sure to pull to jpieces the 
nests of all the birds in its neighbourhood. Hiis unhappy 
propensity tends grievously to impede the progress of 
aound knowledge. Theories are at best bnt brittle pro- 
ductions, and when once committed to the stream, they 
abonid take care that like its notable pots which were 
fellow-voyagers, they do not crack each other. 

For my part, when I beheld the sages I have quoted 
gravely accounting for unaccountable things, and discours- 
^g thus wisely about matters for ever hidden from their 
eyes, like a blind man describing the glories of light, and 
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tlM bcftttty and liunnony of ooloan, I fell ,b^k in 
mtnt &t the amaziog extent of human ingenuity. 

If, cried 1 to myaelf, theM learned men can weave whole 
ayiteniB out of nothinK, what would be their production^ 
were they furnished with substantial materials— if they can 
argue anid dispute thus ingeniously about subjects bey«nd 
their knowledge, what would be the profundity of their 
obserrations, did they but know what, they were talkini^ 
about ! Should old Rhadamanthus, when he comes to 
decide upon their conduct while on earth, have the least 
idea of the uselessness of their labours, he will undoubtedly 
clasi them with those notorious wise men of Gotham, who 
milked a bull, twisted a rope of sand, and wove a Velvet 
purse from a sow*s ear. 

My chief surprise is, that among the many writers I 
have noticed, no one has attemptra to prove that thin 
country was peopled from the moon— or that the first 
inhabitants floated hither on islands of ice, as white bears 
cniise about the northern oceans—or that they were 
conveyed hither by balloons, as modem aieronauts pa» 
from IX>ver to Calais— or by witchciafl, as Simon Magus, 
posted among the stars— or after the manner of thq 
renowned Scythian Abaris, who, like the New England 
witches on full-blooded broomsticks made most unheard-of 
journeys on the back of a golden arrow, given him by the 
Hyperborean Apollo. 

But there is still one mode left by which this oountry 
could have been peopled, which I have reserved for the 
last, because I consider it worth all the rest; it i s "^ 
accident f Speaking of the islands of Solomon, New* 
Guinea, and New-Holland, the profound father Charlevoix 
obee ves, « in fine, all these countries are peopled, and^ 
i» passible, some have been 80/6y €LCcideni. Now, if it 
could have happened in that manner, why might it not 
have been at the same Hmcy and by the none meant with 
the other parts of tlie globe ?" This ingenious mode of 
deducing certain conclusions from possible premises^ is an 
improvement in syllt^istic skill, and proves the good 
father superior even to Archimedes, for he can turn the 
world without any thing to rest his lever upon. It is only 
suipassed by the dexterity with which the sturdy old 
Jesuit, in another plaoe^cuts the gordian knoir**' Nolhingi** 
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Mtys liey *' 18 more easy. The inhabitanU oF both hemi- 
spheres are certainly the descendants of the same father, 
llie rommon ^ther of mankind received an express order 
fiom Heaven to people the world, and accordingly it has 
hetn peopled. To bring this abont, it was necessary to 
overcome ail difficulties in the way, and they have aUo 
been overcome P"* Pious logician ! How does he put all 
the herd of laborious theorists to the blush, by explaining 
in five words, what it has cost them volumes to prove they 
knew nothing about ! 

Thiey have long been picking at the lock, and fretting 
at the latch, but Uie honest father at once unlocks the door 
by Inirsting it open, and when he has it once a-jar, he is at 
full liberty to pour in as many nations as he pleases. 
This proves to a demonstration that a little piety is better 
than a cart-load of philosophy, and is a practical illustra- 
tioD of that scriptural promise— <* By faith y^ shall move 
moantains.^ 

From all the authorities here quoted, and a variety of 
others which I have consulted, but which are omitted 
tfarovgli fear of fatiguing the unlearned reader— 1 can 
only draw the following conclusions, which, luckily how- 
ever, are sufficient for my purpose— First, That tliis part 
of the world has actually been peopled (Q. £. D.) : to 
sopport which we have living proofs in the numerous 
tribes of Indians that inhabit it. Secondly, That it has 
been peopled to five hundred different ways, as proved by 
a doud of authors, who from the positiveness of their 
assertions, seem to have been eye-witnesses to the fact.— - 
Hiirdly, That the people of this country had a variety of 
/hikers, which, as it may not be thought much to their 
credit by the common run of readers, the less we say 
on the subject the better. The question therefore, 1 trust, 
IS for ever atrest.^ 



CHAP. V. 

In whi€k the Author puts a mtgkty Q;i»eation to the roK#, 
hy ike assistasiee of the Man in the Moon-^^^whick not 
mdy delivers thousands of people from great embarrass- 
mi&niy hmi likewise concludes this Introductory Book. 

ThC writer of a history may, in some respects, be likened 
unto an adventurous knight, who having undertaken a 
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perilous eaterprise by way of estabtisbing bis Isqiey Ms 
liound ia boiioar and chivah-y, to turn back for no difficidtf 
nor hardfihip, and never to shrink or qoail, whatever 
eneny be may enoounter. Under this impressioiiy I 
retolutely draw my pen, and fall to with might and maio^ 
at those doughty questions and subtle paraiiioxesy whicb, 
like fiery dra^His and bloody g^nts, beset the entrance ta 
my history^ and woukl fain repuUe me from the very 
tbresboki. And at this moment a gigantic question hfiB 
started up, which I must needs take by the beard and 
utterly subdue, before I can advance another step ia my 
historic undertaking— but I trust this wiH be the lasl 
adversary I shall have to contend with, and that in tbe 
next bocdi 1 shall be enabled to conduct my readers ia 
triumph into the body of my work. 

The question which has thus suddenly arisen^ Is What 
right had the first discoverers of America to bukd and tskc 
possession of a country, without first gaining the ronsmt 
of its inhabitants, or yielding them an adeqnate oompeasa- 
tion for their territory ?— a question which has witbatood 
many fiei-ce assaults, and has given much diftress of ound 
to multitudes of kind-hearted folks. AimI indeed* until 
it be totally vanquished* and pot to rest* the wortby 
people of America can by no means eigoy tbe soil tfaey 
mhabit, with clear right and title* and quiet nnswUied 
consciences. 

The first aoiurce of right, by which property is acqoired 
in a country, is DisooTBRT. For as all mankind hive uk 
equal right to any thing which has never bdfore been 
approprtsted ; so any nation that discovers an uninhabited 
country* and takes possession thereof^ is considered as 
eigoying full property* and absolute unquestionable empire 
therein.* 

This proposition being admitted, it follows clearly* that 
the Europeans who first visited America* were the real 
discoverers of the same ; nothing being necessary to the 
establishment of this fact, but simply to prove that it was 
totally aniahabiled by man. This wonM at fifrst appear to 
be a point of some difficulty* for it is well known* that this 
quHiter of the world abounded with certain animak* (hat 
walked tnet 4» two feet; hsd somethiag of the 

• Grotittt. Fnffendorf, b. v. c. 4. Vtttel, b; i. c. 18, fcc. 



KBW YJOEK. t6 



countenance^ uttored certain unintelligible sounds, yery 
much like language ; in short, had a marvellous re- 
semblance to human beings. But the zealous and 
enlightened fathers, who accompanied the discovei-ejrs, for 
the purpose of promoting the kingdom of heaven, by 
establishing fat monasteries and bishoprics on earth, suon 
cleared up this point, greatly to tlie satisfaction of his 
holiness the pop^' and of all Christian voyagers and 
discoverers. 

They plamly proved, and as there were no Indian 
writers arose on the other side, the fact was considered as 
fully admitted and established, that the two-legged race of 
animab before mentioned were mere cannibals, detestable 
monsters, and many of them giants ; wbioh last description 
of vagrants have, since the times of Gog, Magog, and 
Goliatti, been considered as outlaws. Mid luive received no 
quarter in either history, chivalry, or song. Indeed, even 
tlie philosophic Bacon declared the Americans to be people 
jiroscribed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as they had a 
barbarous custom of sacrificing men, and feeding upon 
man^s flesh. 

Nor are these all the proofs of theur utter barbarism ; 
among many other writers of discernment, Ulloa tells us, 
•* their imbeciliW is so visible that one can hardly form an 
idea of them diflbreut from what one has of the brutes. 
Notblng disturtw the tranquillity of their souls, equaJly 
insensible to disasters and to prosperity. Though half 
tiaked, they are as contented as a monarch in his most 
aplendid array. Fear makes no impression on them, and 
respect as little.**— All Jthis is furthermore supported by the 
anthority of BI. Bougruer. *< It is not easy,** ** says he, 
** to describe the decree (tf their indifference for wealth 
and all its adyantages. One does not well know whal 
motives to propose to them, when one would persuade 
<tb6m to any service. It is vain to offer them money, they 
answer that they are not hungry.** And Vanegas confirms 
fbe whole, assuring lis, ** ambition they have none, 
and are more desirous of being thought strong than 
valiant. The otgects of ambition with ns, honour, fame, 
teputation, riches, posts, and distinctions, are unknown 
among them.. So that this powerfiil spring of action, the 
cause cf so much MeiBnUng good and real evil in the world, 
has no power over Jthem. In a word, |hese nnbappy 
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nortmh may be cfNnp«red to rbildreii) io whoa Hie 
devclopement of reaaoo is not completed.** 

Now all these pecularifties, although in the unenlighteiMd 
vtates of Greece they would have entitled their poesesnors 
to immortal hoooury as having reduced to practice those 
rigid and ahstemious maxims, the mere talking about 
which acquired certain old Greeks the reputation of sa^es 
and philosophers j— yet were they clearly proved, in the 
present instance, to betoken a most abject and brutificd 
nature, totally beneath the human character. But the 
benevolent fathers, who had undertaken to turn then 
unhappy savages into dumb beasts by dint of argument^ 
advanced still stronger proofs ; for as certain divines of the 
sixteenth century, and among the rest Lullus, afiirm, the 
Americans go ni^ed, and have no beards!— *< They hame 
.nothing,** says Lullus, << of the reasonable animal, except 
the mask.**— And even that mask was allowed to avaS 
them but little, for it was soon found that they were of • 
hideous copper complexion— and being of a copper oooa- 
plexion, it was all the same as if they were negroes— and. 
negroes are black, *<and black,** said the pious fathers^ 
devoutly crossing themselves, *< is the colour of the devil !*** 
Therefore, so ftu* from being able to own property, tbejr 
had no right even to personal freedom, for liberty is too 
radiant a deity to inhabit such gloomy temples. AU 
which circurastauces plainly convinced the righteovft 
followers of Cortes and Pizarro> that these miscreaots haril 
no title to the soil that they infested— that they were ia 
perverse, illiterate, dumb^ beardless, iifaciUfeed-Hnere wHd 
beasts of the forests, and like them should either be 
subdued or exterminated. 

From the foregoing argument, therefore,, and a variety ai 
others equally conclusive which I forbear to enumerate it 
was clearly evident that this fan* quaitec of the globi^ 
when first visited by Europeans, was a howling wildemeas^ 
inhabited by nothing but wUd beasts; and that the 
transatlantic visitors acquired an incontrovertible propert/ 
therein, bff the right of discovery^ 

This right being fully established,., we now come to the 
next, which is the right acquired by aUtivoHou. ** The- 
cultivation of the soil,** we are told, << is an obligatkm 
imposed by nature on mankind. The whole world ia 
appointed for the nouridiment of its inhabitants : but it 
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iroald be incapable of doing it^ was it uncultivated* Erery 
nation is then obliged by the law of nature to cultivate 
the ground that has (alien to its share. Those people^ like 
the ancient Germans and modem Tartars, who, having 
liertile countries, disdain to cultivate the earth, and choose 
te live by rapine, sre wanting to themselves, and deterve 
to be externunaied asiovageandpemicioutheaiis.* 

Now it is notorious, that the tavages knew nothing -of 
agriculture^ when first discovered by the Europeans, but 
lived a most vagabond, disorderly, unrighteous life,->« 
lambling from |Hace to place, prodigally rioting upon 
tin spontaneous luxuries of nature, without tasking her 
fcaeroeity to yield them any thing more ; whereas it haa 
been most unquestionably sliown, that Heaven intended 
the earth should be ploughed, and sown, and manured, and , 
bid oat into cities ami towns, and farms, and country 
gefitsy and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all which 
Ac Indians knew nothing about — therefore they did not 
improve the talents Providence had bestowed on them— 
therefore they were careless stewards-^therefore they had 
ftp right to the 8oiU-.therefore they deserved to be exter- 
■liiMted. 

It is true the savages might plead that they drew all 
the benefits from the land which their simple wants required 
*-^bey found plenty of game to hunt, which, together 
with the roots and uncultivated fruits of the earth« 
Ivmiihed a sufficient variety for their frugal repasts )... 
ttAd that as Heaven merely designed the earth to form the 
abode, and satisfy the wants of man; so long as those 
purposes were answered, the will 'of Heaven was aocom* 
pitsbed. — But this only proves how undeserving they were 
of the blessings around them — they were so much the more 
ssvages for not having more wants ; for knowledge is in 
aoBM degree an Increase of desires, and it is this superiority 
both in the number and magnitude of his desires, that 
distinguishes the man from the beast. Therefore the 
Indians, in not having more wants, were very tioreasonable 
«limals ; and it was but just that they should make way for 
the Europeans, who had a thousand wants to their one, and 
therefore would turn the earth to more account, and by 
ettltivating it more truly fulfil the will of Heaven. Besides 
-^Grotius, and Lsnterbach, and Puffendorf, and Titius, and 

• Valtel, h. I. c. 17. 8«e llkewlae GfoUus, PutTeodorf, kc^ 
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many wise men beside) who liaTe considered the matter 
propei'lf , have determined, that the property of a country' 
cannot fae acqnired by hunting, cutting «rood» or drawinfi^ 
water in it — nothing but precise demarcation of limits^ 
and the intention of cultivation, can establish the posses- 
sion. Now as the savages (probably from never having 
read the authors above quoted) had never complied with 
any of these necessary forms, it plainly followed that thej 
had no right to the soil, but that it was completely at the 
disposal of the first comers, who had more knowledge, 
more wants, and more elegant, that b to say, artifictal 
desires, thui themselves. 

In entering upon a newly discovered uncultivated coun- 
try, therefore, the new comers were but taking possession 
cf what, according to the aforesnid doctrine, was their own 
property— therefore in opposing them, the savages were 
invading their jnst rights, infringing the immntwle hiws 
of nature, and counteracting the y/mi of Heaven — ^there- 
fore they were guilty of impiety, burglary, and trespass 
on the case — therefbre they were hardened offenders 
against Ood and man-*therdbre they ought to be exter- 
minated. 

Bnt a more irresistible right than either that f h^ve 
mentioned, and the one which will be the most readily 
admilfed b^ my reader, provided he be blessed withbow^ 
of charity and philanthropy, is the right acquired by 
civilization. All the world knows the lamentable state hi 
which these poor savages were found. Not only deficient 
in the comforts of lif<^ but what is still wome, most 
piteou«ly and unfortunately Mind to the miseries of their 
sitnatiott. But no sooner did the benevolent inhabitants 
of Europe behold their sad condition, than they imme- 
diately went to work to ameliorate and improve it. Hiey 
introduced among them mm, gin, brandy, and the other 
eomforts of life — and it is astonishing to read how 8o6n 
the poor savages learnt to estimate these blessings ; they 
likewise made known to them a thousand remedies, by 
which the most inveterate diseases are alleviated and 
healed ; and that they might comprehend the benefits and 
enjoy the comforts of these medicines, they previonsly 
introdned among them the diseases which they ^e i - e 
calculated to care. By these and a vsoriety of totMer 
methods was the condition of these poor savagea wontar- 
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fully improTed ; they acquired a tfabttBaud wants of which 
they had before beea igfaoraQt, and as he has most 
■onrccs of happiness who has most wants to be gi'atified^ 
they were doubllessly rendered a much happier race of 
beings. 

But the most important branch of civilization, and 
which has most strenuously been extolled by the zealous 
and pious fathers of the Romish Church, is the introduc- 
tion of the Christian faith. It was truly a sip^t that might 
well inspire horror, to behold these savages, stumbling 
among the dark mountains of paganism, and guilty of the 
most horrible ignorance of religion. It is true, they 
neither stole nor defrauded ; they were sober, frugal, conti- 
nent, and faithful to their word ; but though they acted 
right habitually, it was all in vain, unless they acted so 
from precept. The new comers therefore used every 
method, to induce them to embrace and practise the true 
religion — except indeed that of setting them the example. 

But notwithstanding all these complicated labours for 
their good, such was the unparalleled obstinacy of these 
fltubboru wretches, that they ungratefully refused to* 
Acknowledge the strangers as their benefactors, and 
persisted in disbelieving the doctrines they endeavoured to 
inculcate j most insolently alleging, that from their conduct, 
the advocates of Christianity did not seem to believe in it 
themselves. Was not this too much for human patience ? 
— would not one suppose that the benign visitants from 
Europe, provoked at their incredulity, and discouraged by 
their stin-necked obstinacy, would for ever have aban- 
doned their shores, and consigned them to their original 
ignorance and misery ? — But no — so zealous were they to 
effect the temporal comfort and eternal salvation of these 
pagan infidels, that they even proceeded from the milder 
means of persuasion to the more painful and troublesome 
one of persecution — let loose among them whole troops 
of fiery monks and furious bloodhounds — purified them by 
fire and sword, by stake and fagot ; in consequence of 
which indefatigable measures, the cause of Christian love 
and charity was so rapidly advanced that, in a very few 
years, not one-fifth of the number of unbelievers existed 
in South America, that were found there at the time of its 
discovery. 

What stronger right need the European settlers advance 
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tothecMatrytWathb? Hftve not whole n^tioDt of wiiQ* 
formed WTAgei been made ecqiwiotcd with a tlionnuid 
imperiont wanti and indif peosable comforts, of which they 
were befiore wholly ignorant? — Hare they not been literally 
banted and smoked out of the dens and lurfcnif places of 
if^omnce and infidelity^ and abaolutely soonr^ into the 
right path? — Have not the temporal things, the rain 
baubles and filthy lucre of this world, which were too apt 
to engage their worldly and selfish thoughts, been benero- 
leotly taken from them ? and have they not, instead thereof, 
been taught to set their affections on things above ? — And 
finally, to nse the words of a reverend Spanish father, in a 
letter to his superior in Spain — ** Can any one have the 
presumption to say, that these savage pagans have yielded 
any thing more tfann an inconsiderable recompense to their 
bene&ctors, in surrendering to them a little pitiful tract 
of this dirty sublunary planet, in exchange Amt a glorions 
inheritance in the kingdom of Heaven ?** 

Here then are three complete and undeniable sources 
of right established, any one of which was more than ample 
to establish a property in the newly discovered regions 
of America. Now, so it has happened in certain parts of 
this delightful quarter of the globe, that the riffht of dijBOo- 
very has been so strenuously asserted, the mfiuence of 
cultivation so industi'iously extended, and the p^tigress of 
salvation aiid civilization so scalously prosecuted; that, 
what with their attendant wars, per^cutions, oppressions, 
diseases, and other partial evils that often hang on the 
skirts of great benefits, the savage aborigines have, some 
how or another, been utterly annihilated ; and this all at 
once brings me to a fourth right, which is worth all the 
others put together ; for the original claimants to the soil 
being all dead fiud buried, and no other remaining to inherit 
or dispute the soil, the Spaniai-ds, as the next immediate 
occupants, enferfid upon the possession as clearly as the 
hangman succeeds to the clothes of the malefactor — and 
as they have Blacltstone,* and all the teamed expounders 
of the law, on their side, they may set all actions of eject- 
ment at defiance — and this last right may be entitled the 
RIGHT BY SXTERMINATIGW, Or m Other word* the 

RiqilT BY , qfJir|»pWDBR. 

* Bl. C^. ^. u. 6. 1. 



Alt lest any flcraplcB of eonsciaicie aliovH ranani on 
thk bead, aii4 to. settle tlie questiop of right for eirer, his 
htfttiieBB Popo Alex.8iider VI, iwiied a mighty bi|U, by 
wbieb be generously granted tho newly discovered quarter 
of the gl<H^ tio the Spaniards- and Portnguese ; who^ thus 
haviog law and goapel on their side, aud beiog inflamed 
with, great spiritaul seal, showed the PH^n savages neitW 
fafonr nor faction, but prosecuted the work of discovery, 
canonisation, civilization, and exteraiination, with ten ttrnea 
more fncy than ever« 

Tbwi were the> European worthies who first discovered 
AaMBOca. clearly entitled to the soil) and not only entitled 
to the soil, but lifcewipe to. the eternal thanks of these 
infidel savages, for having come so iar, endured so many 
perils by sea and land, and taken, such unwearied pains, 
foe no other purpose, but to improve their forlorn, uncivi- 
lia»d, and h^thienish condition— for having made them 
aoqinainled with the comfortsof life— ^for having introduced 
anaong them thelight of religion.^ and, finally, for having 
hurried them ou^ ^ tbp world, to eiyoy its reward ! 

But aa argument is nev^er so well understood by us 
selfish msrtista, as when it comes home to ourselves, and as 
I am particularly anxious that this question should be put 
to vest for ever, 1 will suppose a parallel cas% by w^y of 
aronaing the candid attention of my readers. 

ijdk ns suppose then, that the inhabitants of the moon, 

by astonishing advajncemept in science, and by a profound 

insig-ht iffito.tM iuefiable lunar philosophy, the mere flick- 

erings of which have of late years dazzled the feeble optics, 

aufl aifdVed thff shallow braii^ of the good people of our 

glyJhft tet us snpppsis, I say^ that the inhabitants of the 

m9gn, by lih^se means, had arrived at such a command of 

their emrgi^ such ^n enviable state of pmfictibiUigf as 

to control thie element, and i^vi|^te the boundless regions 

of apace. Let ns suppose a rovmg crew of these soaring 

plulaa^pherv* in the course of an aerial voyage, of disco- 

▼ery nn^ong the stmr% should cbancj^ to alight, upon t|iif 

oialaa4ish planet. 

And here I beg my refers will not have the un^iaritiu 
bl^nesa to smile, as is too frequently the fault of rola^ 
retdcrsy when perusing the grave s^ulatipna of ^hilosob. 
]^M$n. I am ^ from in^vj^ng in any 8pof;t;Tje vein ^ 
piwnt J nor ip thp 8WMfi)ti(Ni | Hve b^n m^Jfi^^ to. 
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wild as many may deem it. It haa lon^ been a veiy 
aeridui and anxious qaestioa with me, and many a tine awi ' 
oft, in the course of mry overwhelming cares and oontri-- 
▼ances for the welfare and protection of this my native 
planet, have I lain awake whole nights,- debating in my 
mind, whether it were most pit>bable we should first dis^ 
cover and civilize the moon, or the moon discover and 
civilize onr globe. Neither would the prodigy of sailing 
in the air and cruising among the stara be a whit more 
astonishing and incomprehensible to us, than was the 
European mystery of navigating floating castles throu{(h the 
world of waters to the simple savages. We have already . 
discovered the art of coasting along the aerial shores of 
our planet, by means< of balloons, as the savages had, of 
venturing along their sea coasts in canoes ; and the dis- 
parity between the former, and tlie aerial vehicles of the- 
philosophers from the moon, might not be greater than- 
that ' between the bark canoes of the savages and the: 
mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pursue as 
endless chain of similar speculations ; bul as they would 
be unimportant to my subject, I abandon them to my 
reader, particularly if he be a philosopher, as matters wdl 
worthy his attentive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition — let us suppose that 
the aerial visitants I have mentioned, possessed of vastly 
superior ki^owledge to ourselves ; that is to. say, posaened 
of superior knowledge in the art of extermination — riding 
on bippogrifTs — defended with impenetrable armour — 
armed with concentrated sun-beams, and provided with 
vasf engines to hurl enormous moon-stones; in riiort, 1^ 
us suppose them, if our vanity will permit the supposition, 
AS superior to us in knowledge, and consequently in power, 
»s the EnropfiaDs were to the Indians when they tirat dIs- . 
corereA them. AU this is very possible, it is only our 
self.>suflSciency tiliat makes us think otherwise ; and I 
warrant the poor savages, before they had any knowledge 
of the white men, arm^ in all the terrors of glittering 
steel and tren[iendou3, guppowcler, were as perfectly 
conviaeed tHat they themselves were the wisest, the most 
virtuous, ppweirful, and perfect of created beings, as are, 
at this present moment, th« lordly inhabitants of OM 
En|;land, 'the volatile populace of Finance, or eveuthe self- 
aatisfied «iU^ms of this most' eniiiJliteBed- republic. 
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Let u«. sttppuM, moreover^ that the aerial voyager 8, 
finding, this planet to be nothing but a howling wilderness, 
inhabited by us poor savages and wild beasts, shall take 
formal possession of it, in the name of his most gracious 
and philosophic excellency, the man in the moon. Find- 
ing however, that their numbers are incompetent to hold 
it in complete subjection, on account of the ferociuns 
harl^ty of its inhabitants j they shall take our worthy 
President, the King of England, the Emperor of HAyti, the 
mighty Buonaparte, and the great King of Bantam, and 
TCftnming to their native planet, shall carry them to court, 
as were the Indian chiefs led about as spectacles in the 
courts of Europe. 

Then making such obeisance a^ the etiquette of the 
court requii'es, they shall address the puissant man in the 
BMMm, in, as near as I can conjecture^ the following terqis : 

^ Most serene and mighty Potentate, whose dominions 
attend' as fer as eye can reach, who rideth on the Great 
Bear,, useth the sun as a looking-glass, and maintaineth 
nurivalled control over tides, midmen, and sea-crabs. 
We, thy liege subjects, have just returned from a voyage ' 
oi ^discovery, in the course of which we have landed and 
taken possession of that obscure little dirty planet, which 
titoi^ beholdest rolling, at a distance, llie five uncouth 
monsters, which we have brought into this august pre- 
sence, were once very important chiefs among their fellow 
savages, who are a race of beings totally destitute of the 
common attributes of humanity ; and differing in every 
thing frond the inliabitants of the moon, inasmuch as they 
carry their heads upon their shoulders, instead of under 
their arm8>«-have two eyes instead of one — are utterly 
destitute of tails, and of a variety of unseemly complexions,' 
particularly of a horrible whiteness, ipstead of pea^green. 

^ We likve mor^ver found these miserable savages 
sunk into a state of. the utmost igporance and depravity, 
every man shamelessly living with his own wife, and rear- 
ing his own children, instead of indulging in that commu- 
■ity of wives enjoined by the law of nature, as expounded' 
by the philosophers of the moon. In a word, they have 
scarcely a f(leam of true philosophy among them, but are, 
kifhct, utter heretics, ignoramuses, and barbarians. Tliking 
compassion, therefore, on the rad conditions of these 
sablunary^ wretches, we have endeavoured, while we 
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icnmined on their pbnet, to introduce amoDf chem tlie 
ligrht of reasoD — and the comforts of the moon. We tunm 
treated tbeih to mouthfuls of moonshine, and draughts of 
nitrous oxyde, which they swallowed with incredible yora- 
city, particularly the females ; and we have likewise endea- 
voured to instil into them the jprecepts of lunar philosophy. 
We have .insisted upon their renouncing the contemptible 
shackles of religion and common sense, apd adoring the 
profound, omnipotent, and ad perfect energy, and the 
(ecstatic, immutable, immorable perfection. jBat such 
was the unparalleled obstinacy of these wretched savages, 
that they persisted in cleaving to their wives and adhering 
to tneir religion, and absolutely set at nought the sublime 
doctrines of the moon — nay, among other abominable 
heresies, they even went so far as blasphemously to declare, 
that this ineffable planet was made of nothing more nor 
less than green cheese T* 

At, these words, the great man in the moon (being a 
very profound philosopher) shall fall into a terrible pas- 
sion, and possessing equal authority over things that do 
not belong to him, as did whilome his holiness the pope, 
shall forthwith issue a formidable bull — specifying, *' That 
whereas a certain crew of lunatics have lately discovert 
and taken possession of a newly discovered planet, callecl 
the earth ; and that whereas it is inhabited by none but a 
race of two-legged animals that carry their h^ds on their 
shoulders instead of under their arms — cannot talk the 
lunatic language — ^have two eyes instead of one — are 
destitute of tails, and of a horribfe whiteness, instead of 
pea*greeB ; therefore, and for a variety of other excellent 
reasons, they are considered incapable of possessing any 
property in the planet they infest,, and the right and title 
to it are coufiimed to its original discoverers. And 
fwthermoi'e, the colonists who are now about to depart .to 
the aforesaid planet,, are authorized and commanded to use . 
every means to convert these infidel savages from the dark' 
ness of Christianity, and make them thorough and absolute 
lunatics.** 

In consequence of this benevolent bull, our philosophic 
benefactors go to work with hearty zeal. They seize 
upon our fertile temtories, scourge in fiom our rightful 
possessious, relieve us from our wives ; and when we are 
unreasonable enough to complain, they will turn upoiv «• 
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vnd say, Miserable baiiiarians ! ungrateful wretches !— 
have we not come thousands of miles to improve your 
worthless planet? — have we not fed you with moonshine? 
— have we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxyde ?-— does 
not our moon give you light every night ? — and have you 
the baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitiful return 
for all these benefits ? But finding that we not only per- 
sist in absolute contempt of their reasoning, and disbelief 
in their philosophy, but even go so far as daringly to 
defoul our property, their patience shall be exhaosted, and 
they shall resort to their superior powers of argnment— 
hunt ns with hippogriffs, transfix us. with concentrated 
sun-beams, demolish our cities with moon-stones ; until 
having, by main force, conveited us to the true ^tb, they 
shall graciously permit us to exist in the torrid deserts of 
Arabia, or the frozen regions of Lapland, there to enjoy 
the biasings of civilization and the charmi of kmar philo- 
sophy—in much the same manner as the reformed and 
entightened savages of this country are kindly su£Eered to 
inhidrit the inhospitable forests of the North, or the irope* 
netrable wttdemesses of South America^ 

Thus,' I hope, I have clearly proved^ and strikingly 
illustrated, the right of the early colonists, to the posseft* 
sionof this country; and thus is this grigantic question 
completely vanquished : so having matSully surmounted 
all obstacles, and subdued all opposition, what remains 
but that I should forthwith conduct my readers into the 
city, which we have been so Jong ia a manner besieging ? 
Bat hold— before I proceed anothor step, I must pause to 
take breath and recover from the excessive fiitigue I have 
undergone, in preparing • to begia this most accurate of 
Iristories. And in this I do bat imitate- the example of a 
renowned Dutch tumbler of anti<|aity„ who took a start 
of three ililles for the pnrpose of jumping over a hill ; but 
iMvittg run himself out of breath by the time he reached 
(be iMt, sat himself :qaiMly doiikn for a fyw moments ta 
blow, aiid then walked over it at his leisufe. 

EHD OF BOOK rUlBT; 
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BOOK SECOND. 



TRCATINO OF THE BFTTLKMEUT OF THB PROVIKCR 
OF MIKUW NEDBRLANDTB. 



CHAP, I. 

Inwhieh are cmdaintd divert reruoniii^ a mo^^AokU 
not write in a kmrrjf. Also MomHt BemdHtk KuffOM, 
hU dHtcwery of a ttrange eowUrp; «^ *^ *',2*^ 
magnifleenily rewarded hy the mmifieeiwe of their Bif^ 

MighHniCii 



Mf mat ffRDdfiitlier by the motlMr's nde, HenBAiMit 
Vm Clite«»p, when emptoyed to Imild the >«gf ^"; 
diiiich et BotterdMD) whidi stadda about three b«vlred 
yanla to yonr left, after yoo turn off fiom ?**®*^"**2* 
and which is to coaveiiieatly conetmcted that ail tiie 
Maloiu Chriatiaiia of Rotterdam prefer alcepmg through a 
sermoii there, to any otherchurch in the city :^y great 
.grand&ther» 1 say, when employed to build that namu* 
churchy did in the firat place send to Delft for a box of 
long pipes ; then having purehasad a new spitting^box and 
»hundied.weigfat of the best Vuginia, he sat himself doim 
aiid did nothing for tbe^pace of .three months but smoke 
most lahoriensTy. Then did he spend fall three months 
more on trudging on foot, and ▼oyaging in the trekschnit, 
from Rotterdam to Amsterda m ■ t oDetft^.Hyrtem^ 
toUydeo-totheHagne-^lmodringhishcad "W^b«»^ 
»ttg his pipe against enrery chnroh in his «»• ^*5™ 
he advaiw^ gradually nearer and i nearer to Rotterdam^ 
until hC'Came in full sight of the identical spot, whereon 
the church was to he built, fiben did he apend tiwee 
months longer m walking roand it etnd rowid.it voovtam- 
platmg It, fifst fiom one point of view, and then from 
anotbS--lBOw would he be paddled by it on the canal-- 
Bow would he peep at it through a telacope, from the 
other side of the Meuse; and now would he toke a bird s- 
eye gbmce at H, from the top of one of those gigantic 
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wtDdmUlfi, wiiich protect tlie |^t«s,of the city. The good 
foHu of the place were on the tiptoe of expectation and 
impatience — notwithstanding all ^the turmoil of my great 
grandfiither, not a symptom of the charfh was yet to be 
seen ; they even hegan to fear it would neirer be brought 
into the world, bat that its great projector would lie down 
and die in labour of the mighty plan he had oonoeiTed. 
At lengthy having occupied twelve good months in puffing 
and p^dlmg, and talking and walking— haying tmvelled 
over all Holland, and even taken a peep into France and 
Germany^—having smoked five hundred and ninety-nine 
pipes, and three hundred-weight of the best Viii^nia 
tobacco— my great grandfather gathered together all dwt 
knowing and industrious class of citizens^ who prefer 
attending to any body^s business sooner than their own» 
and havmg pulled off his coat and five pair of breeches* 
he advanced sturdily up, and laid the corner-stone of the 
church, in the presence of the whole multitude— just at 
the commiencement of the thirteenth month. 

In a similar manner, and with the example of my worthy 
ancestor full before my eyes, have I proceeded in writing 
thb most authentic history. The honest Rotterdammers 
no doubt thought my great gmndfiither was doing nothing 
at all to the purpose, while hie was making such a world of 
prelhtorv bustle, about the buikling of his chuixh 5 and 
many of the ingenious inhabitants of this fair city witt 
unquestionably suppose that all the preliminary chaptersy 
with the discovery, population, and final settlement of 
America, were totally irrelevant and superfluous ; and 
that the main business, the history of New York, is not 
a jot more advanced than if I bed never taken up my pen. 
Never were wise people more mistaken in their conjec- 
tures. In consequence of going to work slowly and dell- 
herately, the chureh came out of my grandintlier*s hands, 
one of the most sumptuous, goodly, iad glorious edifices 
in the known world— -excepting that, like our magnificent 
capitol at Washington, it was begun on so grand a scale 
that ^he good folks could not afford to finish more than 
the wing of it. So Hkew ise, 1 trust, if «vcr 1 am enabled to 
finish thift work on the plan I have commenced (of whidi, 
in simple truth, 1 sometimes have my doubts), it will be 
found, that I have pursued the latest roles of my art, as 
exemplified in the writings of all the great American 
Historians, and wrought a very large history out of a small 
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nilijeclF«-which| Bow-a^ays, is consiteed one of the gseai 
triiiiD|ibf of bistoric skilL^To proceed then with the 
thf«ad.of»7>(or]r* 

In the evcr«meiiiorable "year of our Lord, l'609, on a 
auwday morning, the^five and twentieth day of Harcb, 
old ityley did that ** worthy and irrecoTcrabie disooirerer 
(aa he has justly heen called), Master Henry! Hudson,** 
■ct sail from Holland in a alont vessel called the Half 
Moon, beioflf canployed by the Dutch £ast India Companx^ 
toaeak a north-west pasnfe to China. 

Hcacy (or^ as the l>nt<£ hwtorians call hini» Hendrid^ 
Hndaon was a scafacina man of renown, who had learned 
to sanike tobacco un&r Sir Walter Raleigh, and is sdd 
to Wreba^n the first to introduce it into Holland, which 
gained him moch no|Milarity in that country, and caused 
,him to find great niTOur in the eyes of their Hish Higfati- 
B SMBs, the lords statethgeneral, and also of the honouraUe 
West India Company. He was a short, I'l™"'^ brawny 
old gentleman, with a double chi% a mastiff mouth, and 
a broad copper nose* which was supposed in those ds^ to 
hare acquired its fiery hue from the constant neighbour- 
hood of. his. tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara tucked in a leathern 
belt, and a commodoos^s cocked hat on one side of his 
head. He was remarkable for always jerking up his 
bneeches when he gave out his orders, and his voice sounded 
not unlike the brattling of a tin trumpet, owing to the 
numhnr of hard north-westers which he had swallowed in 
the course of his seafaring. 

Such was Hendrick Hudson, of whom we have heard 
so much and know st> little ; and I have been thus parti- 
cular in his description, for the benefit of modem pouters 
and statuaries, that Ihey may represent him aa he waa ; 
and no^ according to thor common custom, with modem 
heroes, make him look like Cesar, or Marcus Aureiiu% or 
the ApoUe of Belyidere. 

Am chief mate and fisvourite companion, the commodore 
chose Master Robert Joet, of limehouse, in England. 
By some his name baa been spelled Chewii, and aacribed 
to the circumstance of his having been the first nsan that 
ever chewed tobacco} but this I believe to be a mere 
flippaacy ; more especially as certain of his progeny are 
allviiw at this day, who' write their names Juet. Ho was 
an old coBurade and eaiiy scbooUmate of the great HndaoBi 
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With whom he had oftetk played truant and tailed chip 
boats in a neighbourin^j^ pend, when they were little boys ; 
from whence it is said the commodore first derived his 
bias towai-ds a seafaring life. Certain it is, that the old 
people about Limehouse declared Robert Jnet to be an 
unluclcy urchin^ prone to mischief^ that would one day or 
o^her come to the gallows. 

He grew up as boys of that kind often grow up, a 
rambUng heedless varlet, tossed about in all quarters oi ttie 
world — ^meeting with more perils and wonders than did 
Sinbad the saUor, without growing a whit more wtse^ 
prudent^ or 111 satured. Under every mtefbrtnne he conu 
rorted himself with a quid of tobacco^ and tbe truly philo- 
Mphic nuiximy that ^ it wiU be all the same thinr a hun- 
dred years hence.** He was skilled in the art or earring 
anchors and true lorers' knots on the bulfc-heads and 
quarter-railings, and win considered a great wit on board 
niip, in consaqnence of his playing pranks on every body 
around, and ftow and then even nudung a wry face at old 
Hendrick, Iriien his back was turned. 

To (his nniyer«d genius are we indebted fbr many 
particulars concerning this voyage, of Which he wrote a 
history at the request of the commodore^ Who had ad 
unconquerable aversion to writing himself, from hafing 
received §o many floggings about it when at school. To 
sup'ply the deficiencies of Master Juet^ jourhal, which is 
writtdi with true log book brevity, I have availed mysdf 
of divers family b'aditions, handed down from my great 
great 4^ndfiither, who accompanied the expedition in the 
capadty of cabin boy. 

From b\\ that I can learn, few ittcid«nts' worthy of 
remark hapjpened in the yoyage; and it mortifies me 
exceedingly, that 1 have to admit sa noted an expedition 
into my work without making any more of it — Qh ! tiiat 
I had the advantages of that most authentic writer of yore, 
Apolionius Rhodius, who, in his account of the famous 
Argonautic expedition, has the whole mythology at^ his 
disposal, and elevates Jason and his compeers into horoes 
and demigods; although all the world knows them to 
have been a mere gang of sheep stealers on a marauding 
expedition ; or that I had the privileges of Dan Homer 
and Dan Virgil, to enliven my narrative with g^nts and 
Lystrigonians j to entertain our honest mariners^with an 
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ocoMioml concert of sireiw and merniaidsy nnd now and 
tliea witb the raree-ebow of honest old Neptune and bis 
fleet of froliciome cruiser*. But, alas ! the fuod old times 
hare 1ob|^ gone bjr^wben your wagf bb deities would descend 
upon this terraqueous gtobe, in their own proper persons* 
and play their pranks upon its woodering^ inhabitants. 

Soffioa it then to say, the voyage was prosperous and 
timnquiU-the crew being a patient people, much given to 
shimlier and vacnityy and but little troubled with the dis- 
ease of thinking-^ malady of the mind* which is the sure 
breeder of discontent. lindson had laid in abundance of 
1^ and sour oonty and every man was allowed to sleep 
quietly at his post unless the wind blew, IVue k is^ some 
slight dissatbtaction wbs shown on two or three occa^ 
sionsy fit certain unreasonable conduct of Commodore 
Hudson. Thus^ for instance, he forbore to shorten sail 
when the wind was light, and the weather serene^ which 
was considered among the most experieneed Dutch sea- 
men, as certain weaiker bneder^f or proguostio^ that the 
weather would change for the worse. He acted, more- 
over, in direct oontnuliction to that ancient and sage rule 
of the Dutch navigator^ who always took in sail at night ; 
|Hit the helm aport, and turned in $ by which precaution 
they had a good night's rest, were sure of knowing where 
tiwy were &e next morning, and stood but little chance 
of running down a continent in the dark. He likewise 
prohibitedthe seamen from wearing more than live jftickets, 
and six pair of breeches, under pretence of rendering them 
more alert; and no man was permitted to go aloft, and 
hand in sails with a pipe in his mouth, as is Uie invariable 
Dutch custom at the .present day. — All these grievances, 
though they might mine for a moment the constitutional 
tranquillity of the honest Dutch tars, made but transient 
impremions ; they eat hugely, drank profusely, and slept 
immeasurably ; and being under the especial guidance of 
f^vidence^ the ship was safely conducted to the coast of 
America ; where, after sundry unimportant touchings and 
standings off and on, she at length, on the fourth day of 
September, entered that majestic Imy, which at this day 

£pands its ample bosom before thie city of New ^orl^ 
d which had never before been visited by any Europow *« 

* Trot it is— asd I am Mt ignorant of the fact, that in a certain 
apocryphal book of vvwagea, compiled by oneHaclof t, i» to bs feaiid 
a Utter written to Francis the. Eiist by one QioTanoe, or John 
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' ft hni beea traditioiiary fai onr (aniilyy ttiat wbeo the 
gMst nKngator was first blcMed with a rkm of this 
CBchtnting klaady he was observed, for the first andoaly 
thne hi his life^ to eidiibit Strang symptDms of asioiush^ 
aent and adaairatkni. He is Mid to have turned to 
Ifaiter Jiiet, and ottered these renarkaiUe wordsy while he 
pointed towards this |Nuradise of the new world^^See ! 
therer*— and theKopoO) as was &lwm his way when he 
was oneonmonly pleasedi he did pun out soch clouds of 
dsiBs tobaceo smoke, that in one minute the vessel was 
out of sight of land, and Master Jnet was fiun towait until 
the win£ dispersed this impenetrable fiig. 

It was indeed— as my great great grand&ther used to 
8ay«-thongh in truth I nerer heard Um, for he died, as 
nugfal be expected, iMfinre I was bora— ^ It waa uidead 
a spot on which the eye might have leveUed fir ofer, in 
ever new and never ending beauties.** The islsud of 
Maana^hata spread wide before them, lake aome'sweet 
▼isioa of fancy, or some &ir creatkm of industrious magic 
Its biUs of smiling green swelled gently one above aaotfan^ 
crowned with lo% trees of luxuriant growth; some 
pointing their tapering foliage towards the doudsy which 
were glorioasly tnnsparent ; and otheia loaded with a 
rviaxA burden of clamberittg vines, bowing their branches 

▼enzmd, on whidi some writan are ineliaed to found a btfltcf, that 
this deHghtAd bay had been visited nearly aceatary peevionato Ibe 
voyage of the enterpririog Hudioii. Now this (albeit it baa met 
with Che countenance of certain Tery Judicious and learned aien) I 
bold in utter disbelief, and that for various good and substantial 
mss—Firal, JBecanse, oa strict firaminafion, it will be iouud that 




bitter enoiitVy is a native of Florence; and every body kasws ths 
crafty wilo of these.kael FkMrentines, liy which 4bey filched sway tbs 
lanrds from the brows of the immortal Colon (yolgarly 4»lled 
Columbus), and bestowed them on thdr officious townsman, Ameriffo 
Vespucci— and I make no doubt they are equally ready to rob the 
Ulnatrious Hudson of the credit of discovering this beauteous lalaud. 
adorned by the dty of New-Yoik, and placins it beside their usurped 
discovery of South America.— >And thirdly, I award my decision in 
AivottT el the nvelensions of Hendrick Hudson, taasmuch as hb eXM* 
dition sailed ftnm Holland, being truly and abadutaln » J> aiii!' 
entsipitee} and though all the prooii in the worid wenUitrafUicsd 
oa the other aide, I would sst them at nought, as undeserving my 
attention. If these three reasons be not sufficient to satisfy eveiy 
burgher of this ancient city, all I can say is, they an dsgenerata 
decendaats from their venerable Dutch ancestofs, and .tiltBlly 
q ii w miby the tnwbleof convincing. Thus, theinfere, the Hue bf 
Hwdrick Hudson to hit itnoWned £so«tery it feUy viMinAed. 



to the MTtlH tlwt WM oovcMit with iflMrcri. Oa Ike 
gcntl« decliYitin of liie ImUb wierc scAttisred in gay profa- 
9km, the deg -«noo4y t&e «aaihch» aad the wild bner, whose 
acarlet faenriee and while bloeioini glowed brightly amoag 
the deep greea of the suiroaDdiDg foliage i and here aad 
there a cariing colonui of smoke miag from the little gleas 
that opened akiBg the «hoipe» eeeflMd to promise the weexy 
vo ya gers a welcome at the heads of their feUow-creatvres. 
As they stood gasing with eatranced atteotioa on the 
eeeae before thany a red man, crowned with tethers, 
issued from one of these glens» and after contemplating ia 
eilent wonder the gallaat ship, as she sat like a stately 
owan swimming oa a siWer hike, sounded the war-whoopi 
and bounded into the woods like a wikl deer» to the utter 
astonishment of the phlegmatic Dtttohmen, who had never 
heard su<^ a noise, or witnessed such a caper in th»r- 
whole lives. 

Of the transactions of our adventurers with the savages, 
and how the latter smoked copper pipes and ate dited 
cnnants $ bow they brought great store of tobacco and 
oysters $ how they shot one of the sbi^^s crew, and bsw 
he was buried, I shall say nothing ; being that I oonsidar 
them unimportant to my history. After tarrying a few 
days in the bay, in order to refresh themselves after their 
aeafearing, our voyagers weighed anchor, to explore a 
mighty nver which emptied into the bay« This river, it 
is said, was known among the savages by the name of tlie 
Ska itmueA ; though we are assured in an excellent little 
history published in 1674, by John Josselyo, Gent^ that 
it was called the MtAggtm^f and Master Richard Blooaae^ 
who wrote some time afterwards, asserts the same-^so 
that I very much incline in favour of the opinion of these 
two honest gentlemen. Be this as it may, up thia river 
^id the adventurous Hendrick proceed, little doubting 
Dut it would torn out to be the much looked-for passage 
toChma! 

The journal goes on to make mention of divera inter, 
yiews between the crew and the natives in the vuyai^ up 
the river ; but as they would be impertinent to my history, 
I shall pass over them in silence, except the ibllewing dry 
joke, played off by the old commodore and his school- 
fellow Robert Juet $ which dueM such vast credit tp their 

* This river is likewise laid down iif Ogilvy*8 map, aa ll«iifaattaa, 
Noordt, Mootaigae, and maaritius river. 
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CRperimenttfl i^ilotophy, that I cannot refrain from intert- 
ing U. *< Our maiiter and his mate determined to try aome 
of the cfaieTe men of the oountrey, whether they had any 
treachcrie in them. So they tooke them do woe nto the 
cabin, and gave them no nrach wine and acqua vite that 
they were all merrie ; and one of them and hia wife with 
him, which sate so roodcstlyy as any of oar conntrey- 
women would do in a strange place. In the end, one of 
Aem was drunke, which had been aboard our ship all the 
the time we had been there, and that was stnmge to them, 
for they conld not tell how to take it *. 

Having satisfied himself by this ingenious experiment, 
that the natives were an honest, social race of jolly roysters, 
who had no object on to a drinking bout, and were very 
merry in their cups, the old commodore chuckled hugely 
to himself, and thmsting a double qnid of tobacco in his 
cheek, directed Master Juet to have it carefully recorded, 
for tbie satisfaction of all the natural philosophers of the 
university of Leyden — which done, he proceeded on his 
voyage with great self-complacency. After sailing, 
however, above a hundred miles up the rivci*, he found 
the watery world around him began to grow more 
shallow and confined, the current more rapid, and peiv 
ftetly fresh — phenomena nut uncommon in the ascent of 
risers, but which puzzled the honest Dutchmen prodigi- 
Ottsly. A consultation was therefore called, and having 
deliberated ftill sue hours, they were brought to a deter- 
minatiun by the ship*s running agronnd ; whereupon they 
unanimously concluded, that there was but little chance 
of getting to China in that direction. A boat, however, 
was despatched to explore higher up the river, which on 
its return confirmed the opinion : upon this the ship was 
warped off and put about with great difficulty, being like 
most of her sex, exceeding hard to govern ; and the ad- 
▼enturous Hudson, according to the account of my great 
great grandfather, returned down the river^witb a prodi- 
gious flea in his ear ! 

Being satisfied that there was little likelihood of getting 
to China, unless, like the blind man, he returned firom 
whence he set out, and took a fresh start, he forthwith 
re^rossed the sea to Holland, where he was received with 
great welcome by the honourable Cast India Company, 
who were very much rejoiced to see him come back safe 

* Jiiet*t Jonrn. Pi«r«h. Pii. 



44 HNVomT-or 



^wHIi tbeii^ ihip $ aad at a^kife sad respeetalile mediae 
of the flnt merdMotB sad bargonmtani of AnntandftDi, 
it was aDanhiMNisly Menmedy tiiAt as a mimiftoinit 
rewafd for the eninent semces he had performed, aad the 
important diKorery he had made, the great river Mohegaa 
should be called after his muiiel--aiid it cooiiottcs to be 
called Hudson river unto this very day. 



CHAP. II 

CmUatning an oeeoiml of a mightp Ark wMeJb Jbaied 

wder the praiection of SI. Nid»ola$firom HoUtmd to 

Oibbet island^^he deteeni of ike sirmige AtUmaJU fAers- 

fiom a great Vietory^ anda deteriptUm of lAe onclsnf 

tiUagit of Commnn^ir. 

Trb delectable accounts given by the ^reat Hudson and 
Master Juet, of the country they had diMOvered, excited 
not a little talk and speculation amoi^ the good people of 
Holland. Lettere patent were rranted by government to 
an association of merchants, called the West India Com- 
pany, for the exclusive trade on Hudson river, on which 
they erected a trading house called Fort ADrania, or 
Orange, from whence did spring the gieat city of Albany. 
But I forbear to dwell on the various commercial and 
colonizing enterprises which took place \ among which was 
that of Mynheer Adrian Block, who discovered and gave 
a name to Block Island, since fomous for its che«e — 
and shall tiarely confine myself to that, which gave birth 
to this renowned city. 

It was some three or fonr years after the return of the 
immortal Hendrick, that a crew of honest, low, Dutch 
colonists set sail firom the city of Amsterdam for the 
shores of America. It is an irreparable loss to history, 
and a g^reat proof of the darkness of the age^ and the lament- 
able neglect of the noble art of book-making, since so 
industriously cultivated by knowing sea captains, and 
teamed supercargoes, that an expedition so interesting 
and important in its results, should be passed over in 
utter silence. To my great great grandfather am I again 
indebted for the few facts I am enabled to give concerning 
it; he having once fnore embarked for this country, widi a 
full detcrminalkm, as he said, <-'' - * his days here \ and 
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ofbegvttiog' a rarce of Knickerbockers that should rise to 
be ^^reat men in the land. 

The ship in which these illastrions adventurers set sail 
was called, the Croede Vrouw, or Good Woman, in com^ 
pliment to the wife of tlie president of the West India 
Company, who was allowed by every body (except her 
husband; to be a sweet tempered lady, when not in liquor. 
It was in truth a most g^allant vessel, of the most approved 
Dutch construction, and made. by the ablest ship carpen- 
ters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, always model 
their ships after the fair forms of their countrywomen* 
Accordingly it had one hundred feet in the benim, one 
hundred feet in the keel, and one hundred feet from the 
bottom of the stem post to the taiferell. Lake the beaU'> 
teons model, who was declared to be the greatest belle 
in Amsterdam, it was full in the bows, with a pair of 
enormoiis cat-heads, a copper bottom, and withal a most 
prodigious poop ! 

The architect, who was somewhat of a religious man, 
lar fram decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as 
Jupiter, Neptune, or Etercules (which batthenish abomina- 
tions, I have no doubt, occasion the misfortunes and ship- 
wreck of many a noble vessel), he, I say, on the contrary, 
did laudably erect for a heiid, a goodly image r* St. 
Nicholas, equipped with a low broad-brimmed bat, a 
huge pair of Flemish trunk hose^ and a pipe that reached 
to the end of the bowsprit. Thus gallantly furnished, the 
stanch ship floated sideways, like a majestic goose, out 
qf the harbour of the great city of Amsterdam, and all 
the bells that were not otherwise engaged, rung a triple 
bob-major on the joyful occasion. 

. My gf^^ great . grandfather remarks, that the voyage 
was uncommonly prosperous, for, being iinder the enpecial 
care of the ever-revered St. Nicholas, the Chede Vrtmw 
seemed to be endowed with qualities unknown to com- 
mon vessels. Thus she made as much lee-way as head- 
way, could get along veiy nearly as fast with the wind 
a*bc«d as when it was a-poop, and was particularly great 
in a calm j in conisequence of which singular advantages, 
she made out to accomplish her voyage in s^ very few 
months, and came to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, 
a .little to east of Gibbet island*. 

* So called, lwca«M one Joseph Andrews, a pirmte and uarderer* 
was hasged in diains an that islanil, tfas 93d May, 1760. 
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Here Kftin(( up their eyes they beheld, on what is at 
preseot called the Jersey shore, a small Indian Tillage 
pleasantly embowered in a grove of spreadinji^ elms, and 
the natires all collected on the beach, gazing in stupid 
admiration at the Goede Vrouw. A boat was immedi- 
ately despatched to enter into a treaty with them, and 
approaching the [shore, hailed] them through a trumpet in 
the most friendly terms ; but so horribly confounded were 
these poor samges at the tremetidoua and uncouth sound 
of the low Dntdi language, that they one and all took to 
their heeb, scampered over the Bergen hilb, nor did they 
•top, until they had buried themadves, head and eai^, in 
the marsbei on the other side^ where they all miserably 
perished to a man, and thehr bones being collected, and 
decently corered 1^ the Tammany Society of that day, 
formed that singular mound ctSitAtUMUmakt-kiUi whidi 
rises out of the centre of the salt marshes, a little to the' 
east of the Newark Causeway. 

Aniikiated by this unlooked-for victory, our yaliant 
heroes sprang aahoroin triumph, took possession of the 
soil as conquerors, in the names of their High Mightincascs 
the lords atstes-general, and marching fewleasly forward, 
carried the Tillage of Comimiiaiipam by storm, notwith- 
standine that it was Tigorously defended bT some half a 
score of old squawa and poppoosea. On looking about 
them they were so transported wtthHhe excellencies of the 
place> tiMt they had Tery little ^oubt the blessdi St. 
Nicholas had guided them thither, as the Tery spot whereon 
to settle their colony. The softness of the soil was 
wonderfully adapted to the drlTing of piles ; the swamps 
and marshes around them afforded ample opporluuities 
for the constructing of dykes and dams ; the shallowness 
of the shore was peculiarly fhTourable to the building 
of docka-^n a woi^, this spot abounded with all the 
requisites for the foundation of a great Dutch city. On 
making a foithful report, therefore^ lo the crew of the 
€k>ede Vrouw> Ibey one and all determined that this was 
the destined end of their Toyage. Accordingly they 
descended from the Goede Vrouw, men, women, and 
children, in goodly groups, aa did the animals of yore 
from the ark, and formed themaelTCs into a thriving 
settlement, which they called by the Indian name Corn- 



As all the world ^is doubtless perfectly acquainted with 
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Commuuipairy it may Beein somewhat superfliMHui to -treat 
of it ID the present work ^ but my readers will please to 
recollect, that notwithstandiDjc it is my chief desire to 
satisfy the present age^ yet I write likewise for posterity, 
and have to consult the understanding and curiosity of 
some half a score of centuries yet to come ; by which time 
perhaps, were it not for this invaluable history, the great 
Communipaw, like Babylon, Carthage, Nineveh, and 
other great cities, might be perfectly extinct— «unk and 
forgotten in its own mud — its inhabitants turned into 
Oysters *, and even its situation a fertile subject d[ 
learned controversy and hanLheaded investigation among 
indefotig&ble historians. Let me then piously rescue from 
ohlivio% the humble reliqnes of a place, which was the egg 
from whence was hatched the mighty city of New York ! 

Commnnipaw is at present but a small village, plea* 
santly situated among rural scenery, on that beauteous 
part of the Jersey shore which was known in ancient 
legends by the name of P^vonia,f and commands. a grand 
jprospect of the superb bay of New York. It is within 
but half an bourns sail of the latter place, provided you have 
a fair wind, and may be distinctly seen from the city. 
Nay, it is a well-known foct, which I can testify from my 
own experience, that on a clear still summer evening, yoi^ 
may hear from the battery of New York, the obstreperous 
peaLs of tbe broad-mouthed laughter of the Dutch negroes 
at Communipaw, who, like most other negroes, are famous 
for their risible powers. This is peculiarly the case on 
Sunday evenings ; when, it is remarked by an ingenious 
and observant philospher, who has made great discoveries 
in tbe neighbourhood of this city, that they always laugh 
loudest i which be attributes to the circumstance of, th& 
liaving their holiday clothes on. 

These n^proes in fact, like the ihonks in the dark ages, 
engross all the knowledge of the plac^ and being infinijtely 
more adventurous and more knowing than their masters, 
carry on all 'the foi^gn trade, making frequent voyaces to 
town in cano^ loaded with oysters, buttarmUk, and cab* 
bagcv. Tbfjy.arc^ gteat astrologers, predicting the different 
changes of the weather almost as accurate as an almanac: 
they are moreover exquisite performers on the stringed 

* ** Men by hiil^on degenerate into o^eten.'*»Kaimes. 
t Fsvoaia, in the saciciit maps, is given to a trset of coolitfy 
fitfndiig frpm HoMben to Ainboy. 
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fiddles:— 411 wfaiitlin|^, tbey almost boast tbe lar-fiimei 
powers of Orpheus his lyre, for not a horse oi* an ox in the 
placei when at the plough or before the wagi^on, will 
budge a loot until he hesirs the well-known whistle of his 
black driTer and companion :— and from their amazing 
skill in casting op accounts upon their fingers^ they arc 
regarded with as much Tenenition as were the msciples of 
Pythagoras of yore, when initiated into the sacred quarter- 
nary of numben. 

As to the honest burghers of Communipaw, like wise 
men and sound philosophers, they never look beyond their 
pipes, nor trouble their heads about any affairs out of their 
immediate neigfabourbood ; so that they live in profoand 
and enviable ignorance of all tbe troubles, anxieties, and 
rcTolutions of this distracted planet. I am even told that 
many among them do verily believe tbat Holland, of which 
they have heard so much from tradition, is situated some* 
where on Long Island — that SpUUng-devii and tks NaT' 
fOHW, are the two ends of the world— that the country is 
still under the dominion of their Hig^ Mightinesses ; and 
tluit the city of New York still goes by this name Mieuw 
Amsterdam. They meet every Saturday aftemoon, at the 
only tavern in the place, which }>ean as a sign, a aquare- 
headed likeness of the prince of Orange $ where they 
smoke a silent pipe by way of promoting social convi- 
viality, and invariably drink a mug of cider to the aucoess 
of 'Admiral Von IVpmp, who they imagine b still awee^ 
ing the British channel, with a broom at his mast-head. 

Communipaw, in short, is one of the numerous little 
villages in the vicinity of this most beautiful of dties, which 
are so many stron|^ holds and fi&stnesses, whither the pri- 
mitive manners of our Dutch forefiithen have retreated, 
and where they are cherished with devout and scrupidoua 
strictness. The dress of tbe original settlers is handed 
down inviolate, from father to son— the identical braad- 
brimmed hat, broad-skirted coat, and broad-bottomed 
breeches, continue from generation to generalfon; and 
several gigantic knee- buckles of massy silver, are still ia 
wear, tlmt made such gallant display in the days 4f the 
patriarchs of Communipaw^ The language likewise con- 
tinues unadulterated by barbarous innovations ; and so 
critically correct is the village schoolmaster in faia dialect, 
thi^t his reading of a low Dutch psalm has. much tbe ittt 
effect on the nerves as the filing of a band-saw. 
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CHAP. in. 



I'll wkieh is set forth the true Art of making a Bargain 
--iogether with the miraculous Escape of a great Metros 
poUt in a Fog-'-and the Biography of certain Heroes of 

Communipaw, 

Hating, in the trifling digression which concluded the 

Iiit chapter, discharged the filial duty which the city of 

^^ York owed to Communipaw as being the mother 

isttiement ; and haying given a faithful picture of it as it 

*l*Bd8 at present, I return with a soothing sentiment of 

"df^pprofaatioD, to dwell upon its early history. The 

cnw of the Goede Vrouw being soon reinforced by firesh 

iiBportations from Holhind, the settlement went jollily on 

jnawaslng in magnitude and prosperity. The neighbour. 

i^g Indians m a short time became accustomed to the 

vaeimth sound of the Dutch language, and an intercourse 

fnidoally took place between them and the new comers'. 

The ladiaM were much given to long talks, and the Dutch 

to long silence-— in this particular, therefore, they accom- 

iBodated each other completely. The chiefs would make 

l(M(gipeecfaes about the big bul^ the wahash, and the great 

Bpirii^ to which the others would listen ' very attentively, 

naoke their pipesj and grunt ^ah n^fti-iltfr— whereat the 

poor asvages were wonderously delighted. They instructed 

the new settlers in the best art of curing and smoking 

tobtfcco, while the latter, in return, made them drunk with 

true Hoil an d S ' and then learned them the art of making 

hamiiM. 

A-Mak trade for furs was soon opened ; the Dutch 
trtriten were scrupulously honest in their dealings, and 
ptfrMnaed by weight, establishing it as an invariable table 
of arolidnpoise, that the hand <d a Dutchman weighed oue 
poimdy and his foot two pounds. It is true, tl^ simple 
IndJaiu were often puxzled by the great disproportion 
between bulk and weight, for let them place a bundle of furs 
never sa large, in one scale, and a Dutchman put his hand 
or foot in the other, the Imndle was sure to kick the beam 
' * cv e r war a package of Inrs known t«i weigh more than 
two pcntadirty hi th^ market' of Communipaw ! 

Hub i> • sib^ular fiiict— but I have it direct from my 



M Hi9timT 09 

great frwt grandfatheri who bad riiea to fonnkWifabte in- 
poctanoe in Uie oolooy, being promoled to the ollice of 
weigh Miiatfr, on eooouBt of the obooibbob he«riiie» of 
faklbot. 

The Dutlsfa poiieMiom in thie pert of the globe began 
now to aMume a werj tfariTiog appearaoee, and were oom- 
pf^ended voder the general title of Mieaw Nederlaadti $ 
OB acoonnty aa the nge Vander DoBck obeerTea» of their 
^pnat reienibhuice to the Dutch Netherlands. whiA 
ladeed wai truly remarkable^ excepting that the ftirmcr 
were nin;ed and niountaiDon% aad the latter level and 
narshy. About thb time the tranquillity of the Dnnch 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary intemiptiflB> 
In IdUy Captain Sir Samuel Aigal^ sailing under a con^ 
mlmion from Dale, governor of Virginia» visited the JDnidi 
settlements on Hu&on river, and demanded their enbmis* 
sion to the English crown and Virginia domiuoBi^— To 
this arrogant demand, as they were in no cond i tion to 
resist it, they submitted for the time^ like discraet and 
reasonable men. 

It does not appear that the valiant Argal mole^led the 
settlement of Gommunipaw ; on the oontraryy I am told 
thai when Us vend first hove in si|^t, the worthy bargjbpi 
were seized with such a panic, that they fell to amniring 
their pipes with astonishing vehemence, ineonMich that 
they quickly raised a clout^ which, combining with the 
surrounding woods and marshes, completely eavdoped 
and eoBoealed their beloved village; and ovcriiung the 
fidr regions of Pavonia:-«so that the terrible Of^tain 
Argal passed on, totally unsuspicious that a sturdy.little 
Dutch settlement lay snugly couched in the mud, luador 
cover of all this pestilent vapour. In conunemoratioaL of 
this fortunate escape, the worthy inhabitants have CQB- 
tinued to smoke almost without intermission unto thisveiy 
day ; which is said to be the cause of the remarkahlo fog 
that often hangs over Gommunipaw of a clear aftemooau 

Upon the departure of the enemy, our TT^iprrnfanrr 
ancestors took full six months to recover tbeir wind, 
having been exceedingly discomposed by the conatfraation 
and hurry of affidrs. They then called a cooncU of aafetf , 
to smoke over the state of the province* After six loiiths 
more of mature deliberatioof during which nearly five 
hundred words were spoken, and almost as much tobacco 
was smoked as would have served a certain modern 



MmmI tlnotijsfa a whole winter^a campftiftn of hard driakhifc, 
It was dctarmiBefl to fit out aA armameBt of canoes, ami 
dbpatch them on a voyage of discovery, to search if pend- 
▼entore some more sure and formidable position might not 
be fonnd, where the colony wonld be less sulject to vex- 
itloas visitations. 

- TUs pcriloM enterprise was entrosted to the snpertn- 
tendsBce of Mynhetrs Oloiie Van Kortlandt, Abraham 
Hai d eabroeck, Jaoobus Van Zandt, and WInant Ten 
Broeek— fonr indabitably neat men ; bnt of whose his- 
tary, altbMigh I have niaae diligent inqnfiry, I can learn 
Vat little previous to their leaving Holland. Nor need 
this oeeasiOtt much surprise, for adventurers, like prophets^ 
thangh tlic^ make great noise abroad, have seldom much 
cddnity in their own countries ; bnt this much is certain, 
that the o ver fl o w ings and off-scoutings of a country are 
kivariably composed of the richest parts of the soil. And 
here I enanot hdp remarking how convenient it would be 
to tnuy of our great men and great fiimilies of donbtftil 
origin, ooidd they have the privilege of the heroes of yore, 
who) wlieaeveff Aenr nrigin was involved in obscurity, 
mei kMly aanonnced theamelves descendants ftom a godj 
tad who never visited a foreign eouotry, but what they 
tnM aene cook and bull stories about their being kings 
and frincea at home. Thli venial trespam on the truth, 
thongh it baa occasionally been played off by some pseudo 
marquis, baronet, and other illustrious foreigners, in our 
land of good-natured credulity, has been completely dis- 
rewtfimnrnl in this sceptical, matter.o^foct age. And 
I even qneation whether any tender virgin, who was acci- 
doilally' and unaccountably enriched with a - bantling, 
w«dd save her chanuster at parlour fire-sides and evening 
tea parties, by ascribing the phenomenon to a swan, a 
shower of gold, or a river god. 

Thun being denied thebraefit of mythology and classic 
ftblc^ 1 should have been completely at a loss as to the 
early biography of my heroes, had not a gleam of light 
been thrown upon their origin from their names. 

Rom- this dmple means have I been enabled to gather 
some paitlcttlars ooncemtng the adventurers in question. 
VavKorttandt, fur instance, was one of those peripatetic 
sMIsaopherB, who tax Providence for a livelihoood, and like 
faingeacs enjoy a free and- unincumbered estate *in sun* 



shine. He wM wuaUy w-niyHl in gwncAto sttiUlile to 
his fortuue^ being curuiusly fnuged mnd fiiDi^led by the 
hand of time \ and was belmeted with an old frafncut of 
a Uat which bad acquiivd the shape of a svg^r loaf; and 
fio far did be carry bis cuntempt for the adYentitious dis- 
tinction of dresS) that it is said^ the remnant of a saiity 
which covered his liacky and dangled, like a pocket hand- 
kerchief out of a hole in his breeches, was never washed, 
^except by the bountiful showery of heaven. . In this garb^ 
was he usually to be seen, sunning himself at noonday, 
with a herd of philosophers of the same sect, on the side 
of the great canal of Amsterdam. Like your nobility of 
Europe^ he took his name of Kortkmdi (or Xd»eik4am^ 
from his landed estate, which lay somewlieie in Terra 
incognita. 

Of the next of our worthiea, might I have had the 
benefit of mythological assistaiioe, the want of which I 
have just lament^, I should have made hooouraUe 
mentioD, as boasting equally illnstrious pedigree with the 
proudest hero of antiquity. His name wa» Vtm ZamM^ 
which being freely translated, signifies Jrom-ihB difi, 
meaning, b^nd a doubt, that like lViptOMnMit» Theaus— 
the Cyclops and the Titans, he spmlig firamdame Teir%er 
the earth ! This supposition is strongly OMToborated by hii 
size, for it is well known that all &e progeny of mother 
earth were of a gigantic stature ; and Van Zandt, we are 
told, was a tall raw-boned man, above six ieet high— with 
an astonishingly hard he^. ^Nor is this origin of the 
illustrious Van Zandt a whit more improbable or repugnant 
to belief, than what is related and universally adnMtted of 
certain of our greatest, or rather richeat men ; who, w««re 
toM with the utmost gravity, did origiually spring from a 
dunghill ! 

Of the third hero, but a faint description baa reached to 
this time, which meutions, that he was a sturdy, obstinate^ 
burly, bnstling[1ittle man ; and from being usually eqnysped 
with an okl pair of buckskins, was familiarly diiblied 
Harden Broeck, or Tomgh Breeehet. 

Ten Broeck completed this junto of adventurem. It i« 
a singular but ludicrous lact, which, were 1 not sarupakms 
in recording the whole truth, I should almost be tempted 
to pass over iu silence, as incompatible with the gravity 
aad dignity of history, that thia worthy geathmiaa ■faould 
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llkctirt hkyie. bteen nicknamed from the mmt whimical 
pat«of hfai dress. In fhct tlie Bmalt clothes seem to hsTe 
(eoi a Very important garment in the ejres of o«f ▼enerated 
anoestony owing in all probability to its really being tbt 
htorgest article of raiment among them. The name of 
iVnbroeck or Tin Broeck, is indifferently translated into 
Ten Breeches and Tin Breeches— tile high Dutch com- 
mentators incline to the former opinion ; and ascribe it to 
hb being the first who introdooed into the settlement the 
incient l>iitch ihshion of wearing ten pair of bre ec h es . 
But the most elegant and ingeniotts writers on the tufaject 
deeltfe In fhrour of Tin or rather Thin Breeches ; from 
irhenee they Infer, that he was a poor bnt merry rogne, 
whose galligaskins were none of the sonndesty and who 
was the identical aathoir of that tmly philosophical stanxa : * 

" Than why dMald «• qoanel fior richest 

Or my toch gUtteriag toys t 
A Ught beait ud iWb fair of (reedUi 

Win go tfaroogh the world, my hnts boys. ** 

Sndi was the gallant junto chosen to conduct this 
ft^fagaintoflirienown realms^ and the whole was put under 
As superintending care and direction of Oloffe Van Kort- 
kndt ; who was Md in great reference among the sages of 
OonmnnipaW) lor the variety and darkness of his know- 
ledge. Bbvmr, as I before obeenred, passed a great part 
of hb lifo in & open air, among the peripatetic pblloso- 
phers of Amsterdam, he had become amazingly well 
acquainted with the aspect of the heaTcns, and could as 
aecurately determine when a storm was brewing or a squall 
ilsingy «s a dutUul hudNind can foresee from the brow of 
his spoosciy when a tempest is gathering about his ears. 
He was a noreor e r a great seer of ghosts and goblins, and 
a firm %ellev«r In omens ; but what especially recommended 
Um-to pttUie confidence^ was his marvellous talent at 
drasaung, for thsne tef«r was any thing of consequenoe 
happened atCkmrnianlpaw, but whsst he declared he had 
prerionsiy dreamt it; befaig one of these infrllible propheti 
ttat ahratys predict a tidng after it has come to pass. 

nb superaatufsl gift was as highly valued among the 
bofghers of Pavonia, as k was among the enlightened 
astionsvf antiquity, "nie wise Ulysses was more indebCed 
to Ui tieaphig tim Ida w^dag jnonmli, for aU Ms 
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niUle achievciBaitii and mAdmn uMlcrtook m»f 9N»I 
exploit) without first sleepinf aottodly upoo it j and ik» 
same may truly be said of the |{ood Van Kortlandt^ vW 
was ibeuce aptly deoumioatedy Oloffe tbe dreamer. 

Hiis cautious commander, bavins; cboseo tbe crews 4lMt 
bhould accompany him in the pijoposed expedition » 
exhorted them to repair to their hoimeis take a good 
nigbt*s rest, settle all family affairs, and make their wiU% 
before departing on this rofag^ into unknown reahniL 
And indeed this last was a precaution always taken by our 
forelhtbers, even iu aftertimes, when tbey became mece 
adventurous, and voyaged to Haverstraw or Kaatskill, or 
Qroodt Eaopusy or any other far ofunti'y that lay bcyo»d 
the great waters of the Tappaan Zee. 

CHAP. IT. 

How the tferoe$ of Commuwipaw voffoged to HMjGaUt 
and how tkejf were reeeitid tkere. 

■ Akd now the rosy blush of mom heguk to manlfe ia 
the east^ and soon the rising sun, emerging from amidst 
golden and purple clouds, shed his blithaome ray* on: the 
I in weathercocks of Cummunipaw. It was that delicious 
season of the year, when nature breaking from the chiUing 
thraldom of old wiuler, like a blooming damsel from thi 
tyranny of a sordid old father, threw herself bhisbing. with 
ten thousand charms, 4nto the arms of youthful spcing. 
Every tufted copse mod- blooming grove resounded wiu 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very insects, a^ tfaef 
sipped the dew that gemmed the grass of the mesldowSf 
joined in the joyous epithalaminni*-<tlie virgin bud 
timidly put forth its blushes, ''the voice of the turtle-was 
beard in the land^** and the heart of man dissolved away id 
tendei*nem. Oh ! sweet Theocritnsi -had 1 thine oaten 
reed, wherewith thou erst did cbsrm the gay Sicitiaa 
plains— HMT Oh ! gentle Bion ! thy pastoral pipe, wherein 
the happy swains of the Lwbian isle so mncb4elighted;-^ 
then might I attempt to sing in soft Bucolic or negligent 
IdylUum, the rural beauties of the scene— but having, 
nothing, save.thia jaded goose quill, wherewith to wiqg my 
flighty i mnst.ftda resign all poetic dwportiagtof tJie 6»cy, 
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mvd fwrsae my naiTative in htiiuble ^tow ; comfortioi^ 
niyiHf with the hope, that thouj^h it m&y not itol to 
tweeliy open the imapiiiatioB of my reader, yet it may 
commend itself, with Tirgin modeirtyi to his better jadg- 
menty clothed in the chaste and simple farb of truth. 

• No sooner did the first rays of cheeifol Phcebos dart 
into, the windows of Cummunipaw, than the little settle- 
ment was all in motion. Forth issued from his castle the 
sage Van Kortlandt, ftnd seizing a conch- shell, blew a far 
lesonnding blast, that soon summoned all |Us lusty foU 
lowers. Then did they trudge resolutely down to the water* 
side^ escorted by a multitude of relatires- and friends, 
whq all went down, as the common phrase expi'QBses it, 
^ to see them off.** And tiMs shows the antiquity of those 
long immily processions, often seen in our city j composed 
of all ages, sizes, and sexes, laden with bundles and band- 
boxes, escorting some bery of oouutry cousins, about to 
depart from home in a market boat. 

, The good Olofie bestowcsd bis forces in a squadron of 
three canoes, and hoisted bis flag on board 9. little round 
Dutch boat, shaped not linlike a tihb, which had formerly 
)beea the jolly-boat of the Goede Vronw. And now, ak 
being embarked, they bid farewell to the ganng throng 
open the beach, who continued shonting^ afWr thrai, eren 
wlieir out of- bearing, wishing them a happy, royage, 
advising them to take good care of themselves, not to. get 
drowned— with an abundance other of those sage and- in. 
valuable cautionft generally given by hmdsmen to such as 
go down to the sea in ships, and adventure upon the deep 
waters, in the mean while the voyagers cheerily urged 
their eourse acroaa the crystal bosom of the bay, and soon 
left bebind them the green chores of ancient Pavonia. 

And first they touched at two- small islands, whieh lie 
Marly opposite- Communipaw,- and which are said to have 
been brought into existenee about the time of the great 
iiarnptiott of the Hudson, when it broke through the High- 
lands and made its way to the ocean*. For in this tre> 

* It is m matter kmg natt established by cei tain of otur philosophen. 
that is to say, hsving been often advanced, and nerer contradicted, it 
has grown to be pretty nigh equal to a settlied feci, that the Hudson 
was originally a lake, dammed up by the mountains of the Highlands. 
la prOMSs m time, however,' becoming very mighty and obetre- 
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oprotr of the waten, wc are told tbat auuiy biig# 
fiMiati of roek aad land were rent froni the mounteiM 
•ad swoj^t dowB by tbn ramway rirer for alxty or aerenly 
nilei : where loiiie of thett nma^rooiid on the sboab jvtt 
opponle ComniiBipaw, and f>rmed the identical iatandi 
In qnertion, while others drilled out to nea, aod were never 
iieard of more ! A sufficient prpof of the fact is, tbat the 
rack wiiidi forms the basis of these islands, is exactly 
similar to tbat of the Hichlands, amf moreover one of onr 
l^hisopharay who has duifently compared the ncrecamnl 
of Ibeir rmpective surfaces, baa even foneao nr at' 16 
■ssnre me, in confidence^ that dbbet islirad was orif^imdly 
■otboif more nor lem than « wart on Anthony's noso*. 

Lnvini^ tliese wonderful little Mes, they next eonsted 
by Qovcmor's Island, since tenriUe for its frowning frn t niss 
and grinninf batteries. They would by no meaos^ bow- 
over, land upon this island^ riaee they doubted mnditt 
might be the abode of demons and spirits^ which la tboaa 
days did gready abound throughout dus safAgu and pagan 
country. 

Just at this time a shoal of jolly porpoises came rollbig 
feud tumbling by, tnminf^ up their sleek sides to the mmi 
•ad spouting up the bnny dement in snarkliag showen. 
No sooner did the snge CHolTe mark Ibis than be was 
greatly Njoiced. «This,** cxdaimad he, «if 1 mistiAe 
not, auffurs well— the porpoise is a ^t, well eooditioned 
isb— a burgomaster among fishes — bis looks betoken ease^ 
pl e nt| and prospertty-^l greatly admire this roand Ibt ftah^ 
and doubt not bnt tiiis i< a happy omen of the succcn of 
our undertaking.** So saying, he directed his squadron to 
■teer in the tract of these aUermeo AAes. 

Turning, therefore, directly to the left, they swept up 
Iha strait, vulgarly called Hie East River. Aad Imk the 
sapid tide whioli «ourBeB tbrougb tbb etrait, taakag on Ac 
galbmt tub fai which Oommodara Vaa Kortlawit Imd 
cmharhedyhufried it lorward with a velocity unparallded fai 
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and tiie gioaatsins wtidag patsy, dropricsl, sad weskln tbs 
Rssoa of their eatMins nHA act, it suddsals rose 



tbeoi, sad sftsr a yioleat striigglei effected its «a<»jie. llus is i 

to have cosne to peas ia very remote time. probaUj^ oefore tluit riwn 
hsA lost the aft of ranning u|i hill. The foregoing ia a tbeon ia 
which I do not pretend to b^ skiUedi notwithata^og that I da nlly 
glTe it my bdier. 
t A promontory io the Highlands. 
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« Dntch boat imrqiated by Dutehmen ; insomacb that tbe 
good conmodore, who had all his life loiig been accustomed 
oaiy to the drowsy navigation of canals, was more than 
ever convinced that they were in the hands of some 
•opematural power, and that the jolly porpoises were 
(owing them to some lair haven that was to faliil all their 
Wishes and expectations. 

Thus borne away by the resistless current* they doubled 
that boisterous point of land, since called Gorlear*s Hook,* 
and leaving to the right the rich winding cove of tbe 
Wallahout^ where our iniant navy is now-a^ys put out to 
DorM, they drifted into a magnificent expanse of water, 
sonronnded by ' pleasant shores, whose verdure was 
extremely refreshing to the eye. While the voyagers were 
looUng arolind them, on what they conceived to be a serene 
and sunny lake, they beheld at a distance, a crew of 
painted savages, busily employed in fishing, who seemed 
more like tbe genii of this romanti<^ region — ^their slender 
canoe lightly balanced like a feather on the undulating 
8urfiu:e of the bay. 

At right of these^ tbe hearts of the heroes of Communi- 

Cw were not a little troubled. But as good fortune would 
ve it, at the bow of the commodore's boat, was stationed 
» very yaliant man, named Hendrick Kip» (which being 
interpreted, means, efttdken, a name given hini in toWen of 
Ida courage). No sooner did be behold these varlet 
heathois tiian he trembled with excessive valour, and 
although a good half mile distance, he seized a musquetoon 
that lay at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most 
intrepidly in the face of the blessed sun. The blundering 
weapon recoiled and gave the valiant Kip an ignomiuious 
kick, that laid him prostrate with uplifted heels in tbe 
bottom of tbe boat. But such was the effect of this 
tremendous fire, that the wild men of the woods, struck 
with ooostcmation, seiied bastfly upon their paddles, and 
slM>t ftway into one of tbe deep inlets of the Long-Island 
akore. 

' This rignal victory gave new spirits to tbe hardy voyagers, 
and in imiour of the achievement they giave tbe name 
of tbe valiant Kip to tbe] snrrounding bay, and it has 
continued to be called KiP*8 Bay, from tbiit time to the 
• 

* • Property tfWhotek^ i. e. a point of Isnd. 
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praMnt. TIm h«rt of the food Vm Korllaiidt— wko^ 
iMTtng no land of his own, wm a great admirer of other 
people's— expanded at the sumptiiotiB prospect of rich 
unsettled country around him, and faliiog iuto a delicious 
rcYerie^ he straightway began to riot iu the ponscnnion of 
Tast meadows of salt marsh, uod interminable patches of 
cabbages. From this delectiible visioa he was all at ouoe 
awakmd by the sudden turning of the tide, which would 
iuon haye hurried him from this laud of promise^ had not 
the discreet navigator given signal to steer for shore; 
where they acconUngly landed hard by the rocky height* 
of Bdleme— that happy retreat, where our jolly aldeimen 
eat for the good of the city, and fatten the turtle that are 
sacriftced on civic solemnities. 

Here seated on the green sward, by the side of a sosall 
stream that ran sparkling amoiig the grass, they refreshed 
themselves after the toils of the seas, by feasting lustily on 
the ample stores which they had provided for this perUous 
voyage. Thus having well fortified their deliberative 
powers, they fell into an earnest consultation, what was 
rorther to be done. This was tbe^rst council diuier «ver 
eaten at[BeUevue 1^ Christian burghent; and here, as 
tradition relates, did originate the great family feud 
between the Haidenbroecln and the To^broccksy which 
afterwards had a singular influence on the building of the 
city. The sturdy IiardeaJbroeck, whose eyes had beeo 
wonderously delighted with the salt marshes, that spread 
their reeking bosoms along the coast, at the bottom of 
Kip*s Bay, counselled by all means to return thither, and 
found the intended city. This was strenuously opposed by 
the unbendiug Teubi'oeek, and many testy arguments 
passed between them. The particolars of this'controvcfsy 
nave not reached us, which is ever to be lamented, | this 
much is certain, that the sage Oloffe put an end to the 
dispute, by determining to explore still further in the route 
which th« mysterious porpoises had so clearly pointed out; 
whereupon the sturdy Tough Breeches abandoned the 
expedition, took possession of a neighbouring hill» and in a 
fit of great wrath peopled all that tract of country, which 
has continued to be inhabited by the Hardeobroecks unto 
this very day. 

By this time the jolly Phosbus, like some wanton urchin, 
sporting on the side of a green hill, begun to roll down the 
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dBcUriljf of the heavena ; and now, the tide bavinii^ once 
mere ikrned in their favoar, the resolute Pavonians again 
conmitted themselTes to its discretion^, and coastiag aloog 
the wetteni shores, were borne towards the straits of 
lUackweU's Island. 

And here the capricions wanderings of the .currant, 
occasioned not a little marvel and perplexity to these 
iUustrious mariners. Now would they be caught by the 
wanton eddies, and, sweeping round a jutting point, 
would wind deep into some romantic little ootc^ that 
halented the lair iaiand of Manna-hatta ; now they were 
harried nanrowly by the very bases of impending rocks, 
■Hwtled with the flanntmg grape vine, and crowned with 
giOTcs that threw a broad shade on the wares beneath ; 
tad anon they were borne away into the mid-channel, and 
wafted along with a rapidity tiiat very much discomposed 
the sage Von Kortland^ who, as he saw the land swift^ 
receding on either side^ began exceedingly to dunbt that 
terra finna was giving tiiem the slip. 

Whenever the voyagers turned their eyes, a new creation 
seeme d to bloom around. No signs of human thrift 
appeared to check the delicious wildness of nature, who 
here revelled in all her luxuriant variety. Those hills now 
bristled like the fretful porcupine, with rows of popbrk 
(fain, npatart pbats ! minions of wealth and fashion !) 
were then adorned with the vigorous natives of the soil. 
The loidly oak, the generous chesnut, the graoeful dm.^ 
while here and there the tnlip.tree reared his majestic head, 
the giant of the forest— where now are aeon the gay retreats 
of lnxnry-«villaahalC buried in twilight bowen^ whence 
the amorous flute oft breathes the sighings of some city 
awnin— there the fish-hawk built fats s^itary nest, on some 
dry tree that overlooked his watery domain. The thnid 
deer fed undisturbed along those shores now hallowed by 
the lover's moonlight walk, and printed by the slender 
foot of beauty ; ud a savage solitude extended over 
those happy regions, where now are reared the stately 
towcfs or the Joneses, the Schermerhomes, and the Rhtne- 



Thns gliding in silent wonder through these new and 
nnknown scenes, the gallant squadron of Favonia swept 
by the foot of a pron^mtory, that strutted forth boldly into 
the waves, and'seeibed tofinwn upon them as they brawkd 
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against iU liase. This it tli9 bluff w<U known to modcni 
mariners by the name of G^cie^s point, from the &k 
castle, ^bich like an elephant, it carries upon its back« 
And here broke upon their view a wiM and varied prospect| 
where land and water were beauteoiisly intermingled, as 
though they had combined to heighten and set off each 
othcr*s 'charms. To their right lay the sedgy point of 
BlackwelVs Island, di*eflsed in the fresh garniture of living 
green : beyond it stretched the pleasant coast of Sundawicl^ 
aiid the small harbour well known by the name of Hallel*s 
cove— a place infamous, in latter days, by reason of its being 
the haunt.of pirates who infest these seas, robbing otchardt 
and water-melon patches, and insulting gentkmeni mvi- 
gators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. To the 
left lay a deep bay, or rather creek^ gracefttHy receded 
between shores fringed with forests, and forming a kind of 
vista, through which were beheld the silver regions .of 
Haerlem, Aforrissania, and East Chester. Here the eye 
reposed with delight on a richly wooded country, diversified 
by tufted knolls, shadowy intervals, and waving lines, of 
upland, swelling above each other ; while over the wholes 
the , purple mists of spring diffused a hue of soft 
voluptuousness^ 

Just before them the grand course of the stream making 
a sudden bend, wound among embowered promontories 
and shores of emerald verdure, that seemed to mdft into 
the wave. A character of gentleness and mild fertility 
prevailed around. The sun had just descended, and the 
thin base of twilight, like a transparent veil drawn over 
the bosoifi of virgin beauty, heightened the charms whidi 
it half concealed. 

Ah! witching scenes of foul delusion! Ah! baplen: 
voyagers, gazing with simple wonder on* these Ciroaan 
shores ! Such, alas ! are thf^, poor easy souls, who listca 
to the seductions of a wicked world— treadierous are its 
smiles, fotal its caresses. He who yields to its enticements 
launches upon u whelming tide, and trusts his feeble bnrk 
among the dimpling eddies of a whirlpool! And thus it 
fared with the worthies of Pavonia, who^ little mistrastinf^ 
the guileful scene before them, drifted quietly on, untQ 
they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and agitatuw 
of their ressels. For now the late dimpling current b^pus 
to broil around Ibein, and the waves to boU and foam 
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bom6'c fury; Awakened as if from a dream, the astonished' 
Olafte bawled aloud to put about, but his words were lost^ 
amid tlie roaring of the waters* And now ensued a scene- 
of direful consternation : at one time they were borne 
with dreadful Telocity, among tumaltuoos breakers, at 
another hurried down boisterous rapids. Now they were 
nearly dashjed upon the Hen and Chickens (infamous reckji ! 
more Yoracious than Scylla and her whelps); and anon 
they seemed sinking into yawning gulis that thrdatened to 
entomb them' beneath the waves. All the elements com- 
bined to produce a hideous cdnfusion. The waters raged— 
the winds howled — and as they were hurried along, several 
of the astonished mariners beheld the rocks and trees of the 
neigfabonring shores, driving through the air 1 

At length the mighty tub of Commodore Van Kortlandt 
was drawn into the vortex of that tremendous whirlpool 
called the Pot, where it was whirled about in giddy maxe&r, 
until the senses of the good commander and ms crew werc^ 
overpowered by the hoiror of the scene^ and the strangeness 
of the revolution. 

How the gallant squadron of Pavonia was snatched 
firom the jaws of this modern Charybdis, has never beev 
truly made known'; for so many survived to tell the tale^ 
and what is still more wondarflil, told it in so many different 
ways, that there has ever prevailed a great variety of 
opinions on the subject. 

As to the commodore and Sis crew, when they came to 
their senses they found themselves stranded on the Long- 
Island shore. The worthy • commodore, indeed, used to 
relate many and wonderful stories of his adventures io 
this time of peiil, whieh^ by his account, did far exceed 
those of the sage Ulysses, in the straits of Charybdis. 
For he saw spectres flying in the ai^, and heard the yelling 
of hobgoblins, and put his hand into the Pot when they 
were whirled around, and found the water scalding hot, 
and beheld several uncouth looking beings seated on rocks, 
and skimming it with huge ladles ; but particularly he 
declaied with great exultation, that he saw the losel por- 
poises, which haid betnyed them into this peril, some broil- 
ing on the gridiron, and others hissing in the frying^an. 

These, however, were considered by many as mere 
phhntasies of the commodove^s imaeination, while he hiy 
in a trance ; especially as he was known to be given to 

e 
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drouBiaf $ and the trath of then has oew beat cAcvly 
•MMiaiMd. It if ccrtaw, bofrcvtr, that to the accoanli 
of Oloffe and his folkMren may lie traced tlie v«ric»«i 
traditioai handed down of thii manreUoni utrait^ as how 
the devil has been seen there, sittinf astride of theho|[|% 
back and playinf on the fidd l e how he boils fish thoc 
befiNre a storm ; and many other stories, in whidi wo must 
be cantions of pnttinfp too much laith. In consc qn enee 
of all these terrific < circumstanccsy the Pi i y o nian coaa- 
mander gai^e this pan the name of HHh-^aif ot aa it hm- 
been interpretedt HM^ffaU^* which it continncs to bcw 
at (he present day. 



CHAP. V. 

Horn Dbe J7er0aff of ComimimSpow nh um td tomnmhtA 

wiMT them iktff f0SHf — mul Aow Me saoe (Hq0€ rf i'e a ms rf 

o X^rsflw miif lihe X^reom thti m§ m'wtuawd. 

Thb darknewof night had closed upon this diaastroos 
day, and dolefnl night was it to the shipwrecked 1E^ 
Toniaas, whose can were incessantly assailed with the 
raging of the dements^ and the howling of the hohgoblMs 
that infested this perfidious strait. But when the mem- 
Ing dawned, the horrors of the preceding ereoing had 
pMsed away } rapids, brewers, mid whirlpools^ had ^ 
appeared J the stream af^in ran smooth and dimpling, 
and having changed its tide^ rolled gently back, towaids 
the quarter where lay their mndHregretted hooM. 

Hie woe-begone heroes of Commnnipaw eyed each other 

• This k s vtmw ttnit is the Bonad^ st the dintaiict of ila woakm 
above New- York. It it defigeroQi to sbippiog, onleMunder the cam 
of tkUftil idiots, by ratioB OMiaineroiit rockt, Boelna, and wbirlpoolt. 
Tbeee heve leeeived soadry apiieiledoaa, wch esthenidiivB, flViar- 

ED, bee's lMciLpot»lB«.; SBdanTeryvioIeataBdtnrlNdeBtateertH* 
DCS oftide. Certain wiw mea who instnict these modem day > hsite 
softened the above chancteristic name into Horl-gate, which means 
Bothiog. I leave theni to i^ive their own elymdoyy. The name as 
rtvenferonraathoria sa p p o n edbythe mapiayaiide»Doock*slus- 
tory, pnbUsbed in 16S0, by 0«[Uvie*s History of America, IGTl, wslso 
by a jmnmal still extant, written in the 16th century, and to be foaad 
in Haaard's State Pkper. And an old MS. written in fyeacb, 
apcakingof varions alterations in names abunt this city, ' 
*^I>e HeU^t.tioad*£aftr, Us ontfeitfleU-gate, petted*! 
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wMiniefitl coimtcliaiices; their ■qoadron had hem toteilgr 
dttpened by the late disaster. Soaae were cast upon the 
veitera ihorey where, headed by one Raleff Hopper, they 
look poafenion of all the country lying about the six 
mile stone) which is beM by^ihe Hoppers at this present 
writiog 

Hie WaldroRs were driven by stress of weather to a 
distant coast, where^ baling with them a jug of genuine 
Holbnds, tbey were enabled to coneiliatie the savages, 
sttting vp a kind of tavern ; from whence, it ia said, did 
spHng ike lair town of Haerlem* in which their dooend- 
liiti have ever Jince continued to be reputable poblicans. 
As to the Suydams, they were thrown upon tiie Long- 
Idand const, and may stiH be found in those parts. But 
the moat singular luck attended the great Tenbroeck, 
wfaoy felling overboard, was miraculously preserved from 
nnking by the multitude of bis nether garments. Thus 
, buoyed up, be floated on the waves, like a merosan, until 
he landed safely on a rock, where be was found the next 
manmf, busily drying his many breeches in the sunshine. 

I Ibmnr to treat qrtbd long consultation of our adven. 

.twp c r s ho w they determined that it would not do to found 

.« cily in this diidielioal neighbonrbood, and bow at length 

with femr nod tisembUng, they ventured once mora upon 

the briny elemenr, and steered their course back for Gom- 

• mnoipaw. Suftoe it, in simple btevity, to say, that after 

toiling bock through the scenes of their yesterday's voyage, 

they at length opened the southern point of Manna*hata, 

and* gained a distant view of their beloved Gommunipaw. 

And here they were opposed by an obstinate eddy, that 
Mnsled all the elForts of the exhausted manners. Weary 
and dispirited, they oouhl no longer make head against 
the power of the tide^ or rather, as aonae will have it, of 
old Neptune, who^. anxious to guide them to a spot 
whereon should be founded his strong hold in this western 
wtorld, aent half a score of potent billows, tbat rolled the 
tub of CooMnodore Van Kortlandt high and dry on the 
aborca of M anna*hata. 

Having thus iu a menner been guided by supernatural 

power to tbb deligfataome island, their fint care was to 

Ugbt a fire at the foot of a large tree^ that stood upon the 

.point at present callod the battery. Then gathering 

together grieat store of etysten whicbabonnded on the shore, 
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and cnptyiag the coiiteiit» of their wsllets, they prepared 
-and maoe a tomptoous council repwt. The trorthy Van 
Kortlandt wu obienred to be particularly zealouflt in his 
.devotioiM to the trencher } for harinf the oarea of the 
expedition especially comnM^ted to him care^ he deemed it 
incumbent on him to eat profoundly for the public good. 
In proportion aa he ftlled bimaelf to the ¥enr brim with the 
dainty, vianda befbre him, did the heart, of thia excellent 
.bnrfhcr aeamto riae up towardahia throat, until heaeemed 
aiammed and ahnoat choked with good eating and good 

• nature. And at auch timea it la, when a nan's heart is in 

•Ua throat, that he may more truly be aaid to apeak ftom 

it, and his apaecfaea abound with kindneaa and good ftl- 

lowahip. Thua the worthy Olofie haWng awalkywed- the 

.laatpoaaiUe morael) and waahed it- down with a ferreat 
pali^laQy felt hia heart yearning, and hia whole frame in a 

' nMnner dilating with aabonnded benevolenoe. . Erery 
thing around him seemed excellent and delightful; aod^ 
laying hia handa on each aide of hia capacious periphery, 

■ and rolling hia hdf closed cyea around on the beantUiil 
divenity c^ land and water before him, he exclaimedi ia^ 
a lat half amothered voice, ^ What ■ a charming pros- 

• pact !** The worda died away in hia throat— he seemed to 
. ponder on the lair acene for a moment— 4iis eyelida heavily 

• cloaed over their orba— hia head drooped upon hia boaom-^ 
he alowly aunk upon the green turf, and a deep 'Bleep atole 

. gradually upon him. 

And the sage Oloffe dreamed a dream— and 1o, the 
good St. Nicholaa came riding over the topa of the treea, 

■ in that self-same waggon wherein he brings hia yearlyjpre- 
aents to. children; wA he came and deacended hard by 
where the heroea of Communipaw had made their late 
ffepaat. And the ahrewd Van Korthindt knew him by his 
broad bat, hia long pipe, and the resemblance which he 

• bore to the figure on the bow of the Goede Vrouw. And 
he lit hia pipe by the fire, and he sat himself down and 
smoked; and aa he smoked, the amokelrom hia pipe 
ascended into the air and spread like a cloud overhead. 
And the aage Oloffe bethought hin^ and he hastened and 
climbed up to the top of one of the tallest trees, and saw 
that the smoke spread over a great exterit df country ; 
and as he considened it more attentively, he fahcied that 

4he great volume of amoke asaumed a variety of* marvel- 
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loos forms, where in dim obscurity he saw shadowed out 
palaces and domes and lofty spires, all which lasted but 
a moment, and then faded away, until the whole rolled 
off, and nothing but the greeu woods were left. And 
When sit. Nicholas had smoked his pipe, he twisted it in 
hb hat-hand, and laying his finger beside his nose, gave 
the astonished VanKortlandt a very significant look^ then 
monnting his waggon, he returned over the tree tops and 
disappeared. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke from his sleep greatly in- 
•tnicted, and he abused his companions and related to 
them his dream : and interpreted it, that it was the will of 
St. Nicholas that they should settle down and build the 
city here. And that the smoke of the pipe was a type 
how vast should be tlie extent of the city ; inasmuch aa 
the Tolumes of its smoke should spread over a vast extent 
of country. And they all with one voice assented to tljus 
interpretation, excepting Mynheer Tenbroeck, who de- 
clared the meaninz to be, that it should be a city wherein 
a little fire should occasion a great smoke, or, in other 
words, a very vapouring little city— both which interpre- 
tations have strangely come to pass ! 

The ffitat object of their perilous expedition, therefore^ 
being Stmk happily accomplished, the yoyagers returned 
merrily fto CJommumpaw, where they were receiyedlwith 
great rejoicings. And here calling a general meeting of 
all the wise men and the dignitaries of Pavonia, they 
related the whole history of their voyage and of the dream 
of Oloffe Van Kortlandt. And the people lifted up their 
▼okes, and blessed the good St. Nicholas, and from that 
time forth the s«^ Van Kortlandt was held in more honour 
than ever for hu great talent at dreaming, and was pro- 
nounced a moat useful citizen and a right good 
when he was asleep. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Coniaining an attempt aiEtymdoffif^-and of the founding 
qf ihM great Citg of New-AnuterdoM^ 

The original name of the island, wherein the squadron of 
Ct»Dimunipaw was thus propitiously tlirown, is a matter 
of some dispute, and has already undefi^ne considerable 
titiation— a melancholy proof of the instability of all sub- 
lunary things, and the vanity of ail Our hopes of lasting 
ikme; for i^ho can expect his name will live to posterity, 
when eren the names of mighty islands are thus soon lust 
in contradiction and uncertainty ! 

The name most current at tJie present day, and which 
is likewise countenanced by the great historian Vander 
Donck, is Manhattan; which is said to hare originated 
in a custom among the squaws, in the early settlement, of 
wearing men*s hats, as is still done among many tribes. 
^ Hence,** as we are told by an old governor^ who was 
somewhat of a wag, and flourished almost a century' mnce^ 
and had paid a visit to the wits of PhiladelphiA— <* Hence 
arose the appellation of man-hat-on, first giren to the 
Indians, and afterwards to the island :** a stupid joke !— • 
bnt well enough for a governor. 

Among ^be more venerable sources of information on 
this subject, is that valuable history of the American pos- 
sessions, written by master Richard Blome, inr 1687*| 
wherein it is called Manhadaes and Manahannet ; nor 
must 1 forget the excellent little book, full of precious 
tfiatter, of that authentic historian, John Jo«selyn,.Gent.t 
who expressly calls it Manhadaes. 

" Another etymology still more ancient, and sanctioned 
by the countenance of our ever to hie lamented Dutch 
ancestors, is that found in certain letters still extant ; { 
which passed between the early governors and their neigb- 
Iwuring powers, wherein it is called indifferently Af on- 
hattoes, Munhatos, and Manhattoes, which are evidently 
unimportant variations of the same namej for our wise 

* This history is to be fomid in tfaelibrtfy of the Xfew-York His- 
torical Socfety. 
' f tdest. 

X Tide Hasard*» Col. SUt Pl&p. 
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forefathers set little store by those niceties either in oKho- 
graphy or orthoepy, which form the sole study and 
ambition of manv learned men and women of ^his hyper, 
critical age. This last name is said to be derived from the 

Sreat Indian spirit Manetbo ^ who was supposed to make 
lis island bis fayourite abode on account of its uncommon 
delights. For the Indian traditions affirm, tha.t the bay 
was once a translucid lake, 6I]ed with silver and golden 
fish, ia the midst of which lay this beautiful island, covered 
with every vai'iety of fruits and flowers j but that the 
' audden irruption of the Hudson laid waste these blissful 
scenes, and Manetho touk his flight beyond the great 
waters of. Ontario. 

Thes^ however, are fabulous legends, to which veiy 
cantious credence must be givc^ j and although X am wiU 
ling to admit the last quoted orthography of the name, as 
Very suitable for prose, yet is tliei-e anoiher one founded 
on still more ancient and indisputable authority, which I 
particularly delight in, seeing that it is at once poetical, 
melodious, and significant ; and this is recorded in the 
beforementioned voyage of the great Hudson, written by 
Master Juet : who clearly and correctly calls it Manna. 
BATA ; that is to say, the island of Mauba^ or, in other 
words, ** a land flowing with milk and honiey !** 

It having been solemnly resolved that the seat of empire 
should be transferred from the green shores of Pavoniu to 
this delectable island, a vast multitude embarked and^ 
migrated across the mouth of the Hudson, under the 
guulance of Olofie the Dreamer, H'ho was appointed pro> 
tector or patron to the new settlement. 

And here let me bear testimony to the matchless honesty 
and magnanimity of our worthy forefathers, who purchased 
the soil of the native Indians, before erecting a single roof j 
a circumstance singular and almost incredible in 'the annala 
of discovery and colonization. 

The first settlement was made on the south-west point, 
of the island, on the very spot where the good 9t. Nicholas 
bad appeared in the dream. Here they built a mighty , 
and imprq^oable fort and trading house, called Fort 
AmstenUuD, which stood on that eminence at present 
occupied by the custom-house, with the open space now 
called the bowling-green, in front. 
' Around this potent fortress was soon seen a numeroui 
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pivgeny of Uttlc Dutch bouses, with tiled roolsy Alt 
Moncd most loriugly to nestle under itswallsy like a brood 
of balf-flfldgiBd chickens sheltered under the frin|p of the 
mother hen. The whole was surrounded by an enclosure 
of strong palisadoes, to rnard against any sudden irruptioD 
of the savages who wan&red in hordes about the swamps 
and forests, that extended orer those tracts of country at 
wresent called Broadway, Wall Street, William Street, aad 
Bear! Street. 

Ko sooner was the colony once planted, than it took 
coot and throre amazingly, for it would seem that this 
thrice ftivonred island is like a munificent dunghill, where 
cirery foreign weed finds kindly nourishment, and ooon 
dwots up, and CRpands to greatness. 

And now the infant settlement haying advanced in age 
and stature, it was thought high time it should receive an 
koneit Chriklan name^ and it was accordingly called New- 
AmttcRhon. It is true there were some aidvocates for the 
original Indian name, and many of the best writers of the 

Sovince did long continue to call it by the title of " The 
anhattoes,** but this was discountenanced by the autho- 
rities, as being heathenish and savaeg. Besides, it was 
considered aa excellent and praiseworthy measure to 
name it after a great city of the old world ; as by that 
lasans it was .induced to emulate the g^reatness and re- 
nown of its namesake— in the manner that little snivelling 
urchins are called after great statesmen, saints, and wor- 
thies, and renowned generals of yore, upon which they aJl 
industriously copy t&ir examples, and come to be very 
mighty men in their day and generation. 

The thriving state of the settlement and the rapid 
increase of houses gradually awakened the good Oloffe 
ftom a deep lethargy, into which he had fiillen after the 
hnilding of the ibrt. He now began to think it was time 
■dttie pbn should be devised, on which the increasing 
tpwn would be built. Summoning, therefore^ his coun- 
■ellofB and coa^jntors together, th% took pipe in mouth, 
and Ibrfhwifh sunk into a very sound deliberation oq A« 
mlnect 

At the yenf outset of the business au unexpected dif. 
fereace of opmion arose, and I mention it with much sor* 
rowing, as being the first altercation on record in the 
cyuncils of New AnuterdAm. It was a breaking forth of 
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't'he'griiflge and heardmrnin^ that had existed between 
' those two eminent burg^hers, Mynheers Tenforoeck and 

- Hardenbroeck, ever since tbeir unhappy altercation- on 
the coast of Bellevoe. The great HardentbrOeck ht^ 
waxed very wealthy and powerful from his domains, 

' wfairh embraced the whole chain of Apnleaki mountains 
that stretch along the gulph'Of Kip*s Bay, and from part 
of which his descendants luive beto expelled in latter ages 
by the powerful clans of tbe Joneses and the Shermer- 
homes. .*•'••• 

An ingenious plan for tbecity was offered by Mynhett 
Tenbroeck, who propmed that it should be* cut- np and 
' intersected by canals, after the manner of the most 
■ tdmired eitfees in Holland. To this Mynheer Hardenbroeck 
'Was diametrically opposed, suggesting in place thereof 
' that they should run out docks and whaHs, by .means of 
piles, driTen- into the bottom of the rirer, oh which tbe 

• town should be buUt. << By these means,** said he tri- 

- nni|phantly, ^ shall we rescne a considerable i^ce of 
territory iiom these immense riTCrs^ and build a. dty that 

'•shall liiral Amsterdam,' yenice^ or a^y amphibious city 
in Europe.** To this, proposition ' Tenbroeck (or T^n 

- Bineeches) replied, with a look of as .much scorn as he 
could possiUy assume. He cast the utmost censulre 
upon the plan' of his antagonist, as being preposterous 
tnd against the very order of things, as he i^ouM leave to 
every true Hollander. << For what,** said hc^ '** ia'u toMa 
without canals?-— It is like a body without veins and 
arteries, and must perish for want of a free circulation of 

' the vital fluid.** Tough Breeches, on the contrary, retorted 

• with a sarcasm upon his antagonist, who was' somewhat of 
an arid, dry boned habit ; he remarked, Aat as to the cir- ■ 
culation of the blood being necessary to existence, Myn- 

• heer Ten Breeches was a living contradictioh to his own 
assertion *, for every body knew there had not a drop of 
Uood t:irculated through his wind-dried carcass for good 
ten years, and yet there was not a greater busybody in the 
whole colony Personalities have seldom much effect in 

' making converts in argument j nor have 1 ever seen a man 

- convinced of error by being convicted of deformity. At 

- least, such was not the case at present. Ten Breeches 
' was very acrimonious in reply, and Tough' Breeches, who 

• was a sturdy little man, and never gave up the last woid. 
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r^ioiMd with iaerCMiiif spiril-— Ten BreedMi Iwd tfcc 
adVuitefe of the gnatcit voliibilityi Irat Toagh BreeclKt 
bad thst iii¥»liial& coat of mail io argument called obeli- 
iMCj^— TcB BKecbes had, thcrelbrcy the most mettk^ bat 
Toi^ Braecbca the b^t bottom— eo thai though Ten 
Bre Mh c a made a draadfiil chutering about hi* ean» and 
battered and bdabouied him with hard words and aouad 
argumcnta ; yet Tough Breedbes bung ou moat reioluttly 
to the laat. They parted, ^herefore^ as ia usual in all 
arguments where both parties are in the right,, without 
comjng to any conclusion $ but thoy bated eacb other moat 
heartily for ef^sr alter, aod a similar breach with that 
between the houses ^ Gapulet and Montague did cosuu 
between the Ihmilies of Ten Breeches and Tough Br a s c h ss. 

1 would not fiitigue my readers with these duU mattsrs 
€i htif but that my duty as a Mtfaful histoHan requires 
that I should be particulai; : and, in truth, as 1 am now 
treating of the critical period, when our city, like a young 
twig, first recai?edthe twists and tums^ that have since 
contributed to give it the piusent picturssque irrcgularHy 
ht wludi it is celebrated, i cannot be too minute In 
detailing their first causes. 

After.the unhappy altercation I have just mentioned, I 
do not find that any thing further was said on the sulgect 
worthy of beuig reooided. The council, f^onaifiting «f the 
largest and oucst heads in the ooiiimunity, met regulaiiy 
once a week, to ponder on this.momentous suliject j but 
cither they were deterred by the war of words they had 
witnesaed, or they were naturally averse to the exereiseof 
the tongue, and the consequent exercise' of the brains 
certain it is, the most profound silence wa0 maintsiiicd— 
the question as usual lay on the table-^e iBembers 
quietly smoked their pipes, making but few laws, witluHlt 
ever enforcing any, and in the qsean time the afibirs uf the 
settlement went on— as it pleased God. 

As most of the council were but little skilled in the 
mystery of combining pot-hooks and hangers, they deter- 
mined most judiciously not to puzxle either themselves or 
posterity with voluminous records. The secretaky, how- 
ever, kept the minutes of the. council with tolerable preci- 
sion, in a large vellum folio, fostened with massy brsos 
clasps ^ the journal of each meeting consisted but ef two 
lines, stating, in Dutch, that *< the council sat this day, 
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Thbab 18 tomethiDg ckoeedingly ddiuive in tfant 
hwktBif back through the long Tista of departed yeaiVy and 
catching a gUmpte of the lairy realnw of antiqwhr that 
He beyond« Like some goodly landtcape melted into 
dw4iH'^ they reoeiTe a thonmiid chanms^from their very 
ohacnrity^ and the fancy delights to fill up their outlhMa 
with gracei and excellencies of its own creation. Tima 
beam on my imagination thoie happier days of onr city» 
when as yet New-Amsterdam was a mere pastoial tow% 
shrouded in groves of sycamore and willow% and sttr« 
nninded by tradcleM forests and wide spreading waten^ 
that seemed to shut out all the cares and iramties of « 
wicked world. 

In those days did this embrjro city premnt the rare and 
mvtehle spectacle of a community goreraed without laws; 
and thus bsiog left to its own course^ nnd the liBst«ttBg< 
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sad smoked' twelfe pipes on the affinrs of tiie eofcmy.**** 
By which St appears that the fiist settlers did not regulate 
their time by hours, bat pipei» in the same manner as th^ 
BMBSure distances in Holland at this very time ^ an adnd- 
rahly exact mcasuremeaty as a pipe in the moudi of atrue 
bora Dutchman is never liable to those accidents and 
iqregularities that are continually putting our dodw out of 
order. 

In this manner did the profound council of Nbw- 
AmnWADAM smokc^ and doae, and ponder, from week to 
wedc, month to oMMthy and year to year, in what manner \ 

thejr should constiwct their in&nt settlement : meanwhile^ 
the town. to(dc. care of itself, and like a sturdy brat whkh 
Is suffered to run about wiU^ unshackled by clouts and 
bandages, and other abominations, by which your notable 
nurses and sage old women cripple and disfigure the diil* 
dren of men, increased so rapidly in strength and osagai^ 
lade^ that before the honest burgomasters had determined 
upon a plan, it was too late to put it in exeeutioB>— wheirfr 
upon tb^ wisely abandoned the subject altogether. 



CHAP. VII. 

H&»ih§ OUjf nf New'Amtierdaim waxed prmi tmAr Ms 
ptviwffon of OUffty the Drwmer, 
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c«iep# FfoviAmfStt MCMttedvs rai^dly n tlKMi«h it IumI * 
b«tii burdciHjd with a doMo iMunicra liiil of mte njj^ 
laws tM are nfualiy heaped on Uie bachs of yoinit^itief 
--4ii order to aaake then grow. And in tbii» pacticiihir 1 
greaUy. admire the wiadom and louod knowledfe of hnnyui - 
nature^ displayed by the sage Olofie the Dreaner> and 4m 
Uikm l^slatora. For my part, 1 have not ao bad* ■■ 
opinion of mankind ai niany of my brother phikMophera:- • 
1 dp oot think poor bomav natare so sorry n pieoe of 
worlananship as they would make it out to he y and aa futi 
aa I have obscnredy I am ftilly satisfied that man, if left to 
himseify wonld about as nadily go right as wrong. It 
is only this .eternally sonndmg in bis ears that it is Ua 
d^y to gO' rigfati dmt makca him go the very revctae. * 
The noble independsaee of his nature revolts at this intolap- 
able tyranny of htwy and the perpetual tinterfcrenco of 
offickms morality," which is ever besetting his path witb 
fingCfVfNMtB and directiona *< to keep to the right, as the 
law dnieots ;*? and Hke a spirited urchin, he turns direetly 
contrary^nnd galiopk through mud and mire, over hedges - 
and ditobe% merely to show that he is a hid of spirit, and 
out of bis leading sfringA^^^And these opinions are amply 
substantiated by what I i^Vo above said of oar worthy 
ancestors; who never being be.preacbcd and be-kctored, 
and guided and governed -by statutes aOd laws and by*' 
laws, as are their more enlightened descendants, did one 
all demean themselves honestly and peaceably out and 
of pare %noranoe» or iir<<illier wordsi— because they knew 
no better. i^( 

Jfor must I omit't^ record ooa of the eariiest mcaanrea 
of this infant settlement, ioasmdch as it shows the piety of 
our forcfctfaerB, and that, like good Christians, they were 
always resdy to 'serve God, after they had first served 
theoBSclvcs. Thus, having quietly settled themselves down, 
and provided for their own comfort, they bethought them- 
selves of testifying theh- gratitude to the great and good 
St. Nicholas, for his protecting care^ in guiding them to 
tbii delectable ahoda. To tlus end they built a fair and 
goodly chapel within the fort, which they consecrated to 
his name j whereopoo he immediately took the town of 
New Amsteidam under bis peculiar patronage, and he has 
ever- since been, and I devoutly hope will ever be, the' 
tntelar mint of this cioeUent city. 
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I am moreover told that there ia a little legendary book, 
amneirbere extant, written in low Dutch, which says, that 
the inif^e of this jenowned saint, which whilome graced 
the bowsprit of the Goede Vrouw, was elevated in front of 
4Jii8 chapel, in the very centre of what, in modern days, 
is called the Bowling Green. And the legend fiirther 
loeats of divers miracles wrought by the mighty pi^e which 
the raint held in his mouth ^ a whiff of which was a sove- 
reign cure for an indigestion— an invaluable reliqne in this 
colony of brave trenchermen. As, however, in spite of 
the most. diligent .seaixrh, 1 cannot lay my hands upon this 
Kttle book, I must confess that 1 ent^tain considerable 
doubt on the subject. 

Thus benignly fostered by the good St. Nicholas, the 
burghers of New Anuterdam beheld their settlement 
increase in magnitude and population, and soon become 
the metropolis of divers settlements, and an extensive 
territory* Already had the disastrous pride of colonies 
and dependencies, those banes of a sound-hearted empire, 
entered into their imaginations ; and Fort Aurania oh the 
Hudson, Fort Nassau on the Delaware, and Fort Goede 
Huep on the Connecticut river, seemed to be the darling 
offspring of the venerable council.* Thus prosperously, 
to all appearance did the province of New Netherlands 
advance in power ; and the early history of its metropolis 
. presents a fair page, unsullied by"crime or calamity. 

Hordes of painted savages still lurked about the tangled 
forests and rich bottoms of the unsettled part of the Island 
—the hunter pitched his rude bower of skins and bark 
beside the rills that ran through the cool and shady glens^ 
while here and there might be seen, on some sunny knoll, 
a group of Indian wigwams, whose smoke arose above the 
netghlwuring trees, and floated in the transparent atmo- 

* The province, about this time, extended on the north to Fort 
Atmoia or Oran^ (now the city of Albany) sitna^4 about 160 wSkeB 
4ip the Hodflon river. Indeed tba province claimed qaite to the river 
St. Lawrence : bvt.tbii claim was not much insisted on at the timie» 
as the country beyond Fort Anranla was a perfect wilderness. *' Ou 
the south the province reached to Fort Nasi«u, on the aouthfrirer, 
since called the Delaware : and on the east it extendisd to the Vacshe 

Sft«sh) river, now the Connecticut. On this last frontier, was 
ewise erected a fort and tradings house, diueh about the spot where at 
present is situated the pleasant town<of Hartford. This was callisA 
n»rt Goede Hoep (or Good Hope), and was intend^ as wfAV foHbo 
■purpose of trade, a» of defence. . , ^...^ 
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tpbf^rc. By degrees a mutual goodwill had grown up be- 
^ween these fraadering beings and the burners of New 
^i])8(erdaiii. Our benerolent fore&thers endeavoured as 
Qiuch as possible to ameliorate their situation, by giving 
)bem giiii rat^, and slass beads, in exchange for their 
peltr|es^ for ft seems the kind.hearted Dutchmen had eoii- 
bfeiv^ a smt ^Heodship for theur savage neifffabours, on 
ac/pount of tb^' bdng pleasant men to tra&with, and 
iittle. skilled in the art of making a bargain. 

Now and then a crew of these half human sons of the 
forest would make their appearance in the streets of tfew 
Amsterdam, fantastically ' painted and decorated with 
b^uls and flaun^i^ feathers, sauntering about with an air 
.of listless indilferenc e sometimes in the market place, 
liastnu^ing the fittle Dutch boys in the use of the bow and 
furrow— at other times, inflamed with liquor, swagg^ng 
aqd whopping and yelling about the town like so manv 
fiendS| to the mat dismay of all the good wives, who 
wpuld hurry their children Into tfafe Iwuse, ^uten the 
d^rs, jind throw water upon the enemy from the garret 
wiifi&ws. It is worthy of mention here, that our fbrefa- 
tfaiers were very pi&rticular in holding up these wild men 
fm eicce|lent dom^tic examples j and for reasons Ihat 
may be gathered from the history of Bfaster Ogilvie^ 
who tells us, thaf <* £ir the least offence the bridegroom 
fopiodly beats his wife and turns her out of doors, and 
fnatr^s fmother, insomuch that some of them have every 
year a new wife.** Whether this awful example had any 
influence or not, history does not mention; but it Is 
^0itain that our grandmothers were miracles of fidelity and 
[pl^ience. 

*IVue it is, that the good nnderstanding between our 
anciestors and their savage neighbours was liable to oeca- 
jmal iiiUvnipjtkdis ; and I l^ye hewed my grandniother, 
«4o #as a very wise old woman, and well veroed in the 
l^f^pry of these parts, tell a long sti|ry, of a winter's even- 
log, aofWt <^ ^^1® between the New Amsterdammers a^ 
Ike Indians, which was known by the ioamti of the pmfk 
pfttj and wipcfr took place near a peaoh OKbavd in a 
iJ9!i ff\l^ w)4cb for a long while went by th« name of 
Ifunkserfi Valliqr. ' 

'ThelegMid of this Mlvnn war was long cuneot among 
the nnnes, old wives, and other ancient chronlclesef tte 




■■I ^i^BW^^^^^^ig^^^^^li^P—— —giPiM^Pl— gig 



NEW TOIUL. 7jI 

• ■ 

place ; but tinw and improvemeat have almost oblitaratcd 
both the traditipn and the scene of battle j for what waa 
once the' blood-stained nHIfy k tSt/ir in the centre of this 
populous city, and known by the name of Dey 8h^, 

The iMiihnttlbliii)^ i9Anh aM iJMIedhdiKi'dr 19kw 
Amsterdam and Iti d^pi^iideifcetesy af Uoffih awakened the 
jlieiiider aalicitude of the mother country ; who finding it a 
46riving and opulent colony, and that it promised to yiekl 
great profit and no trovble, all at once became wonder- 
fully anxious about its safety, and bc|ran to load it with 
%o!^iliB of reg^, in the same manner that your knowiw 
l^ailP^f.';^ aure to oV^whelm rich relatkms with their 
ItfSffCti^wui ioviiig kindness. 

The usual BMtrha of protection shewn by mother coun- 
tries to wealthy colonies were forthwith manifested ; the 
llrit can allraya bemg lb send rutera to the aewaeltle. 
ment^ with order* t» squeexe as much revenue ftom it mi 
It will yieU. AccokRiifly, in the yMr of our Lard^ 1089, 
Mynheer WooTiR YAVf TwiC&BK, waa appoinMd go- 
vernor of the prarince of Niedw^ Naderlandt^ under 4fe 
(souimisrion sold eanhrdl of their High Migbtuieisiea, (be 
JLords States General of the Uiitdd Nethet^landsf ami the 
prlTiteged West India G>mnany.- . . . 

Thii renowned old gehtteman airived at New ikmatea- 
day in the merry month of Ju*e^ the sweetest nHwtb in 
all the year ; when 0an Apblfo seems* to dands irfp tife 
traaisparent firaiaafteiil«-«<wfaen the rohi% (hto (hrushy .arid 
a tbooaand other wantou tongsteTs^ liafce the wobdi lb 
resound with amalponfr ditties, and Ihe luawriuus» Mth; 
boMincon rev^ anwng Ihe clover Uossobm of the meadow*; 
all which happy coincidences persiNided the old damrt df 
New Amilen&m,.#fao wele skiHed in the ari of ftwelelt. 
ing eveiHs, that this was- to he a happy aAd prosplardns 



But as it woidd be derogalory Id the conie^uence ef 
Uw fitrst Dutch gaveraai* of the grtot pnyviace of Nieiiw 
NederlaadlB^ tw Iha thus acurvlly hutroduced at the eml 
of a chapter, f Will< pat an end to this secoAd book ef ray 
history, that I mmf usher him ui with liiore dignity in ihe 
begi^^inng of my next. 

« 
ifiro of B^cfK sncowD, 

R2 
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BOOK THIRD. 

IV WHICH 18 RECORDED THE GOLDEN REIGN OF 
WOUTBR VAN TWIU.ER. 



CHAP. I. 



Cf ike. renowned Wouier Vam TmiOery his wyxaraUded 
vM¥»^at Ukewiee hie wnmiiertMe wisdom'in. ike Xmw 
Caee of WamdU Sekoonkoeen and Bareni Bleeeker ■ and 

ikegreai admiration of the FnhUc Oiereai. 

. .t 

Grisyoui and very much to be commiterated is the task 
of the feeling historian, who writes the history of his 
oatiTe land. If it &n to his lot to be the sad recorder of 
calamity or crime, the mOiimfal page is. watered with his 
tears : nor can he recal the most |»ro8perous and bliaafol 
era, without a melancholy sigh at the reflection, that it has 
passed away for ever ! I luiow not whether it be owing 
to an immoderate lore for the simplicity of former times 
or to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all senti- 
mental historians ; but I candidly confess that I cannot 
lookback on the happier, days of our city, which I now. 
describe, without a sad dejection of the spirits. With a 
^tering hand do I withdraw the curtain of oblivion, that 
yells the modest merits of our venerable ancestors ; and as 
their figures rise to ray mental vision, humble myself 
before the mightv shades. 

^Such are my feelings when 1 revisit the family mansion 
of the Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in the 
chamber where hang the portraits of . my forefathers, 
shrouded in dust, like the forms they represent. . Willi 
pious reverence do I gaze, on the countenances of those 
renowned burghers, who have preceded me in the steady 
march of existence : whose sober and temperate blood 
now meanders through my veins, flowing slower and 
slower in its feeble conduits, until its current shall sooo 
be stopped for ever ! 

Thoe, say I to myself, are but frail memorials of the 
mighty men who flourished iu the days of the patriarchs ^ 
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bat wiio» B\t»f have lottg sMce monldei^ in Ihat Umb^ 
towards which my steps are insensibly and irresistibly 
hastCDin^! As I pace the davltfeoed chamber and Jose 
myself in melancholy musings^ the shaddwy ima^^ arouMlf 
me almost aecm to st^l ontier nHore ihtoexistemre: their 
countenances to assnme tihe aainAatloa cif lif^-their eyen 
to porine ms in ev^py movement ! Cafcied away bjp 
^ dduNdit uf faiiCy, I almost imagine myself s<kr^ 
rounded by the shades of the detvuried, and holdhig sweet 
^ottverso with the worthies of suitiquity ! Ah, haplesft> 
BiedHdi! bom in a dcig^edtirate age, abandoned to' the 
bnflbtings of fertnne— a' stiaager and a weary pilgrim itf^ 
thy mttinfe land ; blessed with no weeping Wife^ nor family 
of helpless cluldren ; but dootaed to Wander neglectei 
tlirougb those crowded stre4{ts, and elbow^ by foreign 
njMtarts from thine fair abodes where once thine adcestors- 
IftM sovereign empire ! 

Let me not, however, lose the historian in-thfe man, nor 
snUer the doling reeoHectiontf of ag^ to overcome m^ 
iHrile dwelling with fond garrolUf on the virtuous dliysof 
the patrihrdhs— K>u thOse sWect dayb of simplicity andr 
ease which d^ver more will ditwn on the lOvdy island- of 
Mantea-hala ! 

The renowned Wouter (or Walter) Van Twiller wa» 
descended from a iMg line of JDutcli bufgoniUsters, wht> 
had successively duzcd away their lives, and growti fot 
upon the beneh of magistracy ill A^ieidani j and who 
bad coiftport^ tbismselves with siich singular Wisdom and 
plpoprlisty that they were never either hei^ or'liftllfed o^r- 
whlch^vuext to being nnWerscdly apptaud^^. should be the 
ofcjiect of ambition to all sage diagistrates and rulers. 

His surdttne of Twiller is Aid to be » coi^Hiption of 
the original 3Vtrfj[/br, which in English meamf Ikmbi^rf a 
name adnotirably descriptive of his deliberative hafaits.- 
For tbougb he was a man shut up within hitaostilf like asf 
oyafterv and of such' a profbdhdly reflective turn that ho 
scarcely ever spoke except in monosyllable ; yet did btf 
dever nnkeup his mind on any doubtful p<>int. Thi« watf 
clearly accodnted for by hil adherontfl^ who' afllrmed that 
he alhrdya codocived cter^ subject on so complpehiensive 
a scale that lie had not rooiii iii his head to tuni it oVd^ 
and cxaaiiBe both aides of iC; so that he fllwajr* HBmniDed 
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in do«lbt, merely in oonaequcoee of tSm 
nttttde of hts ideas ! 

There are two opfiosite ways by which some men get 
into notice— one by talkinf^ a vast deal and thinking » 
little^ and the other by holding their tongacs and not 
thinking at all. By the first, many a vapouring su|ierftcial 
pretender acquires the repatation of a man of quick parts 
— *by the other, many a vacant dnnderpate^ like the owl, 
the stupidest of birds, comes to he complimented, by a. 
discerning world, with all the attributes of wisdom. Tliis, 
by the way, is a mere icasual remark, which I would not 
lor the universe have it thought I apply to Governor Van 
Twiller. On the contraiy, he was a very wise Dutchman^ 
Ibr he never said a foolish thing *, and of such invincible 
gravity that he was never known to laugh, or even to 
smile through the course of a long and prosperous life. 
Certain, however, it is, there never was a matter proposed, 
however simple, and on which your common narrow- 
minded mortals would rashly determine at the first glance, 
but what the renowned Wouter put on a mighty myste. 
rious, vacant kind of look, shook his capacious head, and 
having smoked fiir five minutes with redoubled earnest- 
ness, sagely observed, that ^ he had his doubts about 
the matter :^^— which, in process of time, gained him 
the character of a man slow of belief, and not easily im- 
posed on. 

The person of this illustrious old gentleman was as 
regularly formed, and nobly proportioned, as though it bad 
been fooulded by the hands of some cunning Dutch 
statuary as a model of migesty and lordly grandeur. He 
was exactly five feet six inches in height, and six feet five 
inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphere, 
iar excelling in magnitude that of the great Pericles (who 
was thence waggishly called SckimooBphakUf or onion 
head)— 'indeed, or such stupendous dimensions was it, that 
dame Nature herself, with all her sex^s ingenuity, would 
have been puziled to construct a neck capsule of support- 
ing it ; wherefi>re she wisely declined the attempt, and 
settled it firmly on the top of Ifis back-bone^ just between 
the shoulders ; where it remained as snugly bedded as a 
ship of war in the mud of the Potamac. His body^was 
of an oblong form, particularly capacious at bottom; 
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wikkli wad wisely ordere d by Providence, seeing that he 
was a man of sedentary habits, and very averse to the 
idle labour of walking;. His legs, though exceeding short, 
were stordy in proportion to the weight they had to sustain \ 
■o that when erect he had not a little the appearance of a 
robustious beer banrel, standing on skids. His face, that 
infallible index of the mind, presented a vast expanse, 
perfectly nnfurrowed or deformed by any of those lines 
and angles which disfigure the human countenance with 
what is termed expression. Two small grey eyes twinkled 
feebly in the midst, like two stars of lesser magnitude, in a 
hazy firmament ; and his full-fed cheeks, which seemed to 
have taken toll of every thing that went into his mouth, 
were curiously mottled and streaked with dusky red, like 
a Spitzenberg apple.- 

His habits , were as regular as his pei*son. He daily 
took his four stated meals, appropriating exactly an hour 
to each ; he smoked and doubted eight hours, and he slept 
the remamiug twelve of the four-and-twenty. Such was 
the renowned Wouter Van Twillei^— a ti*ue philosopher, 
for his mind was either elevated above, or tranquilly set- 
tled below, the cares and perplexities of this'world. He 
had lived in it for years, without feeling the least curiosity 
to know whether the sun revolved round it, or it round 
the sun; and he had even watched for at least half a 
century, the smoke curling from his pipe to the ceiling, 
without once troubling his head with any of those nume- 
rous theories, by which a phitosopher would have perplexed 
his brain, in accounting for its aising above the surround- 
ing atmosphere. 

In his oonncil lie presided with great state and solem- 
nity. He sat in a huge chair of solid oak hewn in the 
celebrated forest of the Hague, fabricated by an experi- 
cnced Timmerman of Amsterdam, and curiously carved 
about the arms and feet, into exact imitations of gigantic 
eagles* claws. Instead of a sceptre, he swayed a long 
Tmldsh pipe, wrought with jasmin and amber, which had 
been presented to a stadtholder of Holland, at the con- 
dasion of a tieaty with one of the petty Barbary powers. 
In Ais stately cimir would he sit, and this magnificent 
{ripe would he smoke, diaking his right knee with a cdn- 
stant motion, and fixing his eyes for hours together upon a 
little print of Amsterdam) which hung in a black frame 
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agftiwr the oippottte wsU of the ooancil chnnber. Hmsff 
it has even been taidy that wbeo «tty delibcnti«a of 
exUwordioary lengtii and intrioMy w«a on tlie carpet, the 
renowaed Wotitar would abtohiAely shut his eyes for fall \ 
two howrs at a tiney tbal ho might Hfoi be diaturbod by 
externa) objeett ; aod at each tinei the internal conmo* 
tion of his mind was eviaced by certain re^^alar guttvral 
sottodsy which bis admirers declared were mmly the 
noifee of conflict made by his oototending' dcmbts aid 
opinions.' 

It is with infinite difficulty I havo. been enabled to CoU 
leet these biograpbical anecdotes of the g^reat man under 
cotasidenition. llie liKts respocting him were so scattered 
and vai^uey and dWers of them so questionable in point of 
authenticity, that I have had to give up the search after 
many, and decUne the admimion of still more, which wonk) 
have tended to heighten the cok>nring of his portrait. 

I hare been the more anxious to delineate fully the 
person and habits of the renowned Van Twiller, from the 
conaideffatfon that he was not only the fii«t, but also the 
best goremor that ever presided over this ancient and 
respectable province ; and so tranquil and benevolent waa 
bis reiga^ that I do not find» throughout the whole of it, a 
Biiigle instance of an ofiettdo* being iMronght to punMi^ 
meat ;— « most indubitable si^ of a merciful govemoTy 
and a case unparalldedy excoptmg in the reign of the illus* 
triotts King Liog^ from whom, it is hinted, the renowned 
Van Twillo' was a lineal descendant. 

The very outset of the career of this excellent magi** 
stmte, like that of Solomon, or to speak more apprepri* 
atel^ like that of the illostiiotts governor of Barataria, 
was diatinguisfaed by an example of legal acunsen, that 
gave flattering presai^ of a wise and eqnitable.adttuiistra- 
tion. The very momiDg after he had been solemnly in- 
stalled in office, and at the moment that he was roakinf . 
his breakfast from, a prodigious earthen dish, filled wHh 
milk and Indian puddings he was auddenly inteiTiipted by 
the appearance of one Wandle Schdonhoveay a very im- 
portant old buri^ier of New Amaterdaaoy who coasplanied 
bitterly of one Barent Bleecker^ inasmudi as he ftfuiida- 
lently refused to come to a settlement of aooonnta, aeein|^ 
that there was a heavy balance in iavoor of the said 
Wandle. Governor Van TwiUcr^ aa 1 have abeanay observe^ 
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wu a man of few words ; be was likewise a mortal 
enemy to multiplying: writings, or being disturbed at his 
breakfast. Having listened attentively to the statement 
of Wandle SchoonhoTen, giving an occasional grunt, as 
he shovelled a mighty spoonful of Indian pudding into 
bis mouth— either as a sign that be relished the dish, or 
comprehended the story : he called unto him his consta- 
ble, and pulling out of his breeches pocket a huge jack- 
knife, despatched it after the defendant as a summons, 
accompanied by bis tobacco box as a warrant. 

Hub summary process waa as effectual in those simple 
days as was the seal ring of the great Haivun Abraschid 
among the true believers. The two parties, being con- 
fronted before him, each produced a book of accounts, 
written in a language and character that would have 
punled any but a high Dutch commentator, or a learned 
decipherer of Egyptian obelisks, to understand. The sage 
Wouter took than one after •another, and having poised 
them in his hands, and attentively counted over the 
uumbeor of leaves, fell straightway into a very great doubt^ 
and smoked for half an hour without saying a word j at 
lei^h, laying his finger beside bis nose^ and shutting his 
eyes for a moment, with the air of a man who has just 
canght a subtle idea by the tail, lie slowly took bis pipe from 
his mouth) puffed forth a oolamn of tobacco smoke, and 
witlk marvellovs gravity and solemnity pronounced— that 
having carefully counted over the leaves and weighed the 
books, it was found, that one was just as thick and as 
heavy as the other— therefore it was the final opinion of 
the court, that the accounts wei-e equally balanced— there- 
fore Wandle should give Barent a receipt, and Barent 
should give Wandle a receipt— and the constable should 
pay the costs. 

This decision, being straightway made known, diffused 
genefal joy throughout New Amsterdam 3 for the people 
immediately perceived, that they had a v^ wise and 

Suitable magistrate to rule over them. But its happiest 
ect was, that not another lawsuit took place throughout 
the whole of his administration ; and the ofiice of consta- 
ble fell into such decay, that there was not one of those 
losel scouts known in the province for many years. I am 
the more purticttlar in dwelling on this transaction, not 
only because I deem it one of the most sage and rigfate- 
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outt judfoieuts on record, and well worUiy the attention of 
modern magistratet^ b«t because it was a miracoloas event 
in the history of the renowned Wouteiw-beiiig the only 
time he was over known to come to a decision^ in the 
whole course of bis life. 



<HAP. II. 

Coniaiuing iome ticwtaU of th$ j^und CMmeii qf Nwm 

Jmtfimrdamt ^ vllio divtrt egpecM good pkiioiipkieai 

reatonu wAy am AUermtm ikimid he fai'^wUh Mir 

poftieulart trntdOng the SUmie if ilm Proviiuse. 

In treating of the early goTenivn of the nrovince, I must 
caution my readers against conliaundiufc tbem^ in point of 
dignity and power, with those woitby gentlemen -who are 
whimsically denominated gOTcrnors in this enlightened 
lepublic— « set of unhappy victims of popularity, who aie 
in fact the most dependent^ hen-pecked beings in the com- 
munity—doomed to bear the secret goadings and correcf 
tions of their own party^ and the sneers and revilings ef 
the whole world besi de se t up like geese at Christmas 
holidays, to be pehed and shot at by every whister and 
vagabond in the land. On the contrary, the Dutch 
govcriioi's enjoyed that uncontrolled authority vested in att 
^mmandevs of distant colonies or territories. ' They were 
iu a manner absolute despots in their little domain% kmi- 
ing \tf if so disposed, over both law and gospelji and 
accuantable to none but the mother country ; whid^ it is 
well known, is astonishingly deaf to aU comphunts against 
its governors, provided they dischai'ge the naahi dnty oif 
their station — squeezing out a good revenue. This hint 
will be of importance, to prevent my readers from being 
seized with doubt and incredulity, whenever,* in tb^ course 
of this authentic history, they encounter the micomnion 
frircunitftahcviy of a governor acting with independenea, and 
in (Opposition to the opinions of the muUitn4e> 

To assist the doubtful Wouter in the ardaou? business 
of li*g)slatioo^ a board of magistrates was appointed, which 
pii-sidcd iuMnediately over the poHce. This potent body 
<-o«isisted of a schout or bailiff, with powers between those 
of the present mayor and sheriff; ftve burgermeesters, who 
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were equivaleat to akteimen ; and five Khepeos, who 

officiated as acnibs, sub-devils, or bottle-hoTflera to the 

bargenneesters, in the same mamier as do assistant alder- 

men to their principals at the present day — it being their 

duty to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters, hunt the 

markets (or delicacies for corporation dinners, and to dis- 

charge such other little offices of kindness, as were occa. 

iionally required. It was, moreover, tacitly undtrstood, 

though not specifically enjoined, that they should' consider 

themselves as -butts for the blunt wits of the burgertticesters, 

and should laugh most heartily at all thdr jokes ; but this 

last was a duty as rarely called in action in tbo»e days as 

it is at present, and was shortly remitted, in oouse^uence 

of the trag^l deatb of a iht little sehepen, who actually 

<lied of suffocation in an unsuccessful effort to force a 

i^ugh at one of burgermeester Van Zandt^s best jokes. 

. In return for these humble services, they were permitted 

fo say pe» and no at the council board, and to have that 

enviable priyileg^ the run of the public kitchen ; being 

graciously permitted to eat, and drink, and smoke, at all 

tfy)89 mug junketings and public gormilndizings, for which 

the ancient magistrates were equally iamous with thehr 

more modem successors. The post of sehepen, therefore^ 

like that of assistant alderman, was eagerly coveted by all 

your burghers of a certain description, who have a huge 

relish for good feeding, and an humble ambition to be 

great men, in a small way— who- thirst after a little bri^ 

aprthority, that shall render them the terror of the almshouse 

mad the nridewell — that shall enable them to lord it over 

otieequious poverty, vagrant vice, oatcasi prostitution, and 

hungar-driven dishonestly— 4hat shall place in their hand 

the ieflwr, but galling scourge of the law, and give to 

their beck a bound-like pack of catchpoles and bom-bailiffs 

•—tenfold greater rogues than the culprits they hnnt down ! 

-^My readers will excuse this sudden warmth, which I 

eoofeas is unbecoming of a grave historian ; but I have a 

mortal antipathy to catchpoles, bum*bailii{^ and little 

great men. 

The anciept magistrates of thb city copresponded with 
'AoM of the present time no less in form, magoitade^ and 
ftellect, than in preiogative and privilege. Theburgo- 
■msters, like our aldermen, were generally chosen by 
weight ; and not only the weight of the body, but likewise 
the weight of the head. It is a maxim practically observed 
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in all honest, plain thinking, regular cities, that an alder^ 
man should be fat— and the wisdom of Ihis can be proved 
to a certainty. That the body is in some maesnre an 
image of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to 
the body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, 
has been insisted on by many men of science, who have 
made human nature their peculiar study. For as a leai'ued 
gentleman of our own city observes, *< there is a constant 
relation between the moral character of all intelligent a-ea- 
tures, and their physical constitution — between their habits 
and the structure of their bodies." Thus we see, that a 
lean, spare, diminutive body is generally accompanied by 
a petulant, restless, meddling mind. Either the mind 
wears down the body by its continual motion ; or else the 
body, not affoixiing the mind sufficient house-room, keeps 
it continually in a state of fretfiilness, tossing and worry- 
ing about, from the uneasiness of its situation. Whereas 
your round, sleek, fat, unwieldy peiiphery is ever attended 
by a mind like itself, tranquil, torpid, and at ease ; and 
we may always observe, that your well fed, robustious 
burghers are in general Tery tenacious of their ease and 
comfort ; being great enemies to noise^ discord, and dis- 
turbance t and surely none are more likely to study the 
public tranquillity than those who are so careful of their 
own. Who ever hears of fat men heading a. riot, or hand- 
ing together in turbulent mobs ? — Vo — no — it is your lean, 
hungry men, who are continually woiTying society, and 
setting the whole community by the ears. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently 
attended to by philosophers of the present age, allows to 
every man three souls : one immortal and rational, seated 
in the bmio, that it may overlook and regulate the body 
~ra second consisting of the surly and ii-acible passions, 
which, like belligerent powers, lie encamped around the 
heart — a, third mortal and sensual, destitute of reason, 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the 
belly, that it may not disturb the divine soul, by its raven- 
ous bowlings. Now, according to this excellent theory, 
what can be more clear, than that your fat aldei-man is 
most likely to have the most regular and well conditioned 
mind. His head is like a huge, spherica,! chamber, con- 
taining a prodigious mass of soft brains, whereon the 
rational soul lies softly and snugly couched,, as on a feather 
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bed; and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed* 
diaraber, are usually half closed, that its slumberings may 
DC be disturbed by external objects. A mind thus com- 
tirtably lodged, and protected from disturbance, is mani- 
{istly most likely to perform its functions with regularity 
tid ease. By dint of good feeding, moreover, the m«)rtal 
tid malignant soul, which is confined in the belly, and 
•hich, by its raging and roaring, puts the irritable soul in 
ijte neighbourhood of the heart in an intolerable passion, 
ifkd thus renders men crusty and quarrelsome when 
hmgry — is completely pacified, silenced, and put to rest : 
thereupon a host of honest good fellow qualities, and 
lind-hc»rted affections, which had lain perdue, slily peep- 
Hg out of the loopholes of the heart, finding this Cei'berus 
tileep, do pluck up their spirits, turn out one and all in their 
bliday suits, and gambol up and down the diaphragm — 
^posing their professors to laughter, good humour, and 
fl thousand friendly offices towards his iellow mortals. 

As a boaiti of magistrates, formed on this .model, think 
Ant very little, they are the less likely to differ and wrangle 
<a3out favourite opinions; and as they generally transact 
hisiness upon a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed 
to be lenient and indulgent in the administration of their 
^ties. Charlemagne was conscious of this, and therefore 
.^a pitiful measure, for which I can never forgive him) 
4ffd^red id his cartularies, that no judge should hold a 
cotirt of justice, except in the morning, on an empty 
stwoach.— 'A rule which, I warrant, bore hard upon all the 
.poor culprits in his kingdom. The more enlightened and 
bomane generation of the present day have taken an 
opposite course, and have so managed that the aldeiiuen 
are the best fed men in the community ; f<gasting lustily 
on the fat things of the land, and gorging so heartily 
oysters and tuitles, that in process of time they acquire the 
activity of the one^ and the form, the waddle, and the 
green fat of the other. The consequence is, as I have 
jui«t said, these luxurious feastings do produce such a 
dulcet equanimity and repose of the soul, rational and 
irratiomil, that their transactions are provei'bial for unvary- 
ing monotony ; and the profound laws, which they enact 
in their dozing moment^ amid the labours of digestion, 
are quietly suffered to remain as dead lettere, and never 
eofoi-ced» when awake. In a word, your fair round bel- 

I 
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lied bttr^oRiastera, like a fiill-fed mftstiff, doMB <|iiielly d 
the house door, always at home, and alway* at hand h 
watch over its M^ety : but aaio electing a leao, meddiinr 
candidate to the office, as has now and then been dene, I 
would as lief pufa greyhound to watch the house, or a 
race horse to dra^ an ox-waggon. 

Hie burgomasters then, as I have alraadf meatioMi, 
were wisely chosen by weighty and tl^e schepeas, ^ 
awistaQt aldermeoy wei'e appointed to attend upon theii, 
•ad Up tkem toeuii but the latter, in fiie course of tinif^ 
when they had been fed and iuttened iato mittcient balk^' 
body and drowsiness of brain, beoamtf very eligible caad- 
datea for the burgomasters* cktir ; hdva'-lhirly eaten then- 
selTes into office, as a mousA isats hM W»y into a comfor- 
able lodgment in a goodly blue noted, skinuned mil|C| Nor 
England cheese. 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberations tht 
took plai^ between the fienowned Wouter and these hs 
worthy compeers, unless it be the sage divans of some i 
our mddem corporations. They would sit for hours smokiif 
and dosing over public affairs, without speakiog a word « 
interrupt tliat pcnect stillneas, so necessary to deep reflee- 
tioB. Under the sober sway of Wouter Van TwiHei aid 
these his worthy coacyutors, the infant setHement waad 
vigorous apace, gradually emerging from the swampa ani 
forests, and exhibiting that mingled appearance af towi 
aad country, customary in new cities, and which al this 
day may be witnessed in the city of Wasbingtea \ tkat 
immense metropolis, which makes so glorioua aa appear- 
ance oii paper. 

It was a pleasing siglit in tliose times, to belioti the 
honest burghier, like a patriarch of yoi'C^ seated on Che 
bench at the door of his whitewashed house, uuder the 
shade of some gigantic sycamora, or overhangiag willow. 
Here would he sm^ke his pipe of a sultry atWeooa, 
cigoying the soft soathera breeze, aad listening with silent 
gratulatioa to the cluekiag of hb hens, the cackling of h» 
geese, and the ^pnorous graating of his swine ; that com* 
bination of farm^yard melody, iShleh may traly be said to 
have a silver sound, inasmuch as it ^aveys a certaia 
assurance of profitable marketing. 

The modern spectator, who waaders through the streets 
af this populous city, can scarcely form an idea af the dif- 




§aemk nppt^rm^ Uiey presented in the prinUive days of 
tbt IXmbtert The busy hum of muUiUides, the shouts of 
nfelrjf the rUmbliiig equipai^es ef fashton, the rotiMnf of 
acmraed carts, ami all the spirit-grieViiiif sound? of brawt. 
ki etmammnst, were wnknovn in the settlement of New 
iaisteiidaiii. The grass giw (|uietly in the highways} 
te bleatng sheep and frolicsome cahres sported about 
lie revdaat ridge where now the Broadway dangers tak^ 
hnf mmarmag scroll j the cunning fox or ravenous wolf 
flnlk«d ID the woods where now are to be aeeii the dens 
if G^oMS and his righteous fratesnity of money iMrekers $ 
laA flodn of Toctferous gieese cackled about the fteUhi 
irhM^ tiow the great Tammany wigw»m and the patrk>tic 
tawm o^M^rtUng echo with the wraaglings of the mob. 

In 'IIm good timen did a true and enviable equality of 
raak aodsproperty preTail, ei|ttaUy removed from the 
vmgne^.^f wealtl^ and the servility and heailburnings of 
ri!|iw>ig pQ9^eity $ and what in my mind is still more eon* 
teire lo •tranquillity and harmony among friends, a happy 
Mjaality of inflect was likewise to be seen. TM minds 
•ftiMfOOd burghers of New Amsterdam seemed aH to 
hire beeo cast in oae mould, and to be those honest, blunt 
mH oi minds which, like certain manufactures, are made 
h| the iQiois^ and ooasklered as exceedingly good for com- 



;Th«8 it happens that your true dull minds are generally 
fM feM t tt i for public employ, and especially promoted to 
tfty beoonrs ; your keen iniellectsy like rasors, being con- 
lidiared t«o sharp ^ common service. I know that it is 
^numotk to mil at t^ unequal distribution of riches as the 
ys»t source of jealovsiesy broils, and heart-breakings \ 
Whereas tat my rpart, 1 verily belWve it is the ssd ineq^a* 
litjr of intellect Ihat prevail^, that embroils communities 
toore (ham any thing else ^ and I have remarked that your 
knowing people^ i^ are so much wiser than any body 
dse, arecternaHy lieeping society in a ferment. Happily 
for New Amsteijam- nothing of the kind was known within 
its walls— tbo veiy words of learning, education, taste^ and 
talents, were unheard of— a bright genius was an animal 
iiiikimw% arbfamHrtonlelng hidy would have been regarded 
with as much wonder as a homed frog or a ftery dragoA. 
Mo Man -in lact seemfid to know more than his neighbour, 
nav aof man to know much more tl^an an honest man 
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ovght to know, who has nobody^s basiueM to Miiid bat liii 
own 'y the parson and the council clerk were the only met 
that oonld read in the community, awl the sage Vkn 
Twiller always signed his name with a Cfom. 

Thrice happy and ever to be enried little Burgh! exist* 
ing in all tiie security of harmless insignificaiice — nunu* 
ticed and unenvied by the world, without ambition, with* 
out Tain-glory, without riches, without learning, and a| 
their train of carking cares ; and as of yore, in better dsyi 
of man, the deities were wont to visit him on earth, aK' 
bless his rural habitations ; so we are told, in the silvsif 
days of New Amsterdam, the good St. Nicholas' woiU 
ofUm make his appearance, in his bdoTed city, of a lul): 
day afternoon, riding joliily among the tree tops^ or oiei' 
the roofr of the houses, now and tnen drawing fortli mig<. 
uificent preMuts from his breeches pockets, sAd droppng 
them down the chimneys of his favourites. Whereas in' 
these degenerate days of iron and brass, he never ahovs 
us the light of his countenance^ nor ever visits ub, ssre 
one night in the year ; when he rattles down the chiran^ 
of the descendants of the patriarchs, confining his preseits 
merely to the children, in token of the degeneracy of tie 
parents. 

Such are the comforts and thrtring effects of a ht 
government. The province of the New Netherlands, do- 
titnte of wealth, possessed a sweet tranquillity, that wealli 
coiild liever purchase. It seemed indeed as if old Satuin 
had again commenced his reign, and renewed the days (f 
primeval simplicity. For the golden age, says Ovid, wm 
totally destitute of gold, and for that very reason waa calM 
the golden age; tluit is, the happy and fortunate age-* 
because the evils produced by the precious metals, audi ai 
avarice^ covetousness, theft, rapine^ usury, banking, note, 
shaving, lottery-insuring, and the whole catalogue of 
crimes and grievances, were then unknown. In theinm 
age there was abundance of gold ; on that very account it 
was called the iron age, b«Ause of the hardshipa, the 
labours, the dissensions, and the wars, occasioned by the 
thirst of gold. 

The genial days of Woutcr Van Twiller, therefore, 
may truly be termed the golden age of our city. There 
vrtre neither public commotions, nor private quarrels; 
neither parties, nor sects, nor schisms $ neither prosecu- 
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tMNM% Bor Iriftltf nor puabbnwnU ; nwr wert tken onim- 
seBofiy attorneysy catcbpoles, w haofOMB. Every man 
afttf!ade4 to what lUtk bisipcss he was lucky enough to 
hMe, or nciglotied it if he pleased, without asking the 
opsoion of hie nciy h bonr. hi those days- nobody meddled 
frkh concerns above bis compreiieBsioBy nor tbruH hie 
i^Me into ether pe^e^s affainB j nor, ueiflected to cprrecC 
Ins owift conduct^ and veferai his own character) in bis 
i^ to pull to pieces the characters of others ; but iq a 
W6fd» every reapeolable citiaen eat wbqi he was not 
faiin^(ry» drank, when he was not tbirstyy and went reg u- 
My to M Wh<li the sun set and the fowls went to roost, 
whethsr he. w4re sleepy or not: all which tended so 
reaMwknbly to tho population of the settleneaty that I am 
loM every dniifol wife throughout New Amsterdam made 
a point of always enriching \iw husband with at loist one 
diild a.yeai^ and vecy omn a brace : this superabundance 
of good tbipfpi clearly constdtuting the true luxury of life^ 
ac^vding In the lavourite Dutch maxim, that ** more than 
enongh constitutes a feast/* Every thing therefore, went 
on esaelly 9M it sbouM do^ and in the usijal words em- 
ployed hy hlstoriaatf to express the welfare of a countryy 
** the profimndest trampMifywaA repote reigned throught- 
out the praviace.** 



CHAF. 1!I. 

Mom ii» Tmnbf dfmoAmt te nk M ataniBOui of mwi^aka 

came in U i hwue lfthiil^ pitUML mid p&UU^t&^fMgr 

•<IA « piMV^r 0foi0 grmai pnol <9mn4M^«- 

JHaiilFOfito^are the taite and dispositions of the enlight- 
etad litival^ wftOf turn* over tho P^ffc* of history. Some 
theve he whoMhcaietailre brimfol 6i the ^st of eonra|;e^ 
a9nd wteh bdoohia do work^. Oud sweU^ and foanft». willr 
untried vailowv Mhoa bartel of new eider^ or a tMi* band 
captaii^ UKabflUm under the h^ndi of hi* tailot. This 
dought^ class of readers can be satisfied with nothing but 
Untfdlr Mttitt MHl hilrrihk iveounten } they nfiDbf be 
cmrtlMMdly sl&Nrmiag ibet^ Mdlittg cities, sprin^g miitf^ 
maninngi up M the militrieaof cannoo, charging Dayonet 
tinmghf «my pagp^ and rettUing in gunpowdft an* 



,"•'- ^ r 



90 nufioAY or 



;. Olheny who are of a less martiaty but ^qvalty 
anient imagiuatioii) and wIms withal^ are a little ghrcn to 
the marvelJooB, will dwell with wonderoiu MtiafiuAion on 
dcicriptiouB of prodijciea, unfaeaid^ eTeata, hair-breadth 
escapes, hardy adrenlnres, and all those astonishing nanrs- - 
tions that just amble along the boundary line of possi- 
bility. A third classy who, not to speak slightly of them, 
are of a lighter turn, and skim over the reeords of past 
times, as they do over the edifying pages of a novel, 
merely for relaxation and innoceat amusement, do singu- 
larly delight in treasons, executions, Sabine rapes, Tarquin 
outrages, conflagrations, murders, and aU the other cata^ 
logue of hideous crimes, that like cayenne hi cookery, do 
give a pungency and flavour to the dull detail of history ; 
while a fourth class, of more philosophic habits, do dili- 
gently poreover the musty chronicles of time, to investi- 
gate the operations of the human mind^ and watch the 
gradual changes in men and manners, eflected by the 
progress of knowledge, the vicissitudes of events, or the 
influence of situation. 

If the three first classes, find but little wherewithal to 
solace themselves in the tranquil reign of Wouter Van 
Twiller, I entreat, them to exert their patience for awhile, 
and bear with the tedious picture of happiness, prosperity, 
and peace, which my duty as a fiiithful historian obliges 
me to draw ; and I promise ' them, that as soon as 1 can 
possibly light upon any thing horrible^ unconmoD, or im- 
possible, it shall go hard but I will make it afford them 
entertainment. Thb being premised, I turn wiih' great 
complacency to the fourth class of my readers, who are 
mcai, or, if possible, women after my own heart ; graven 
philosophical, 'and investigating ; fond of analyzing cha 
racters, of taking a start firom first causes, and so hunting 
a nation down, through all the mazes of innovntion and 
improvement. Such will naturally be anxious to witness 
the first developement of the newly hatched colony, and 
the primitive manners and customs prevalent among its 
inhabitants, during the halcyon reign of Van Twitter, or 
the Doubter. 

I will not grieve their patience, however, by describing 
ninntely the increase and improvement of New Amster- 
dam* Their own imaginations will doubtless present to 
them the good burghers, like so many pains4aking and 
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peneFcriftg beavers, slowly and surely ' porsuing tbeir 
labows ^ Ihey will behold the prosperous transformation 
from the rude log hut to the stately Dutch mansion, with 
hrick Iront, glazed windows, and tiled roof; from the 
tangled thicket to the luxuriant cabbage garden ; and from 
the skulking Indian to the ponderous burgomaster. In a 
word, they will picture to tbemseWes the steady, silent, 
and undcTiating march to prosperity, incident to a city 
dlestitute.of pride or ambition, cherished by a fat govern- 
ment, and whose citizens do nothing in a hurry. 

The sage council, as has been mentioned in a preceding 
chapter, not being able to deterintine ' upon any plan fw 
the building of their city.; the cows, in a laudable fit of 
patriotism, took it under their particular charge^ and as 
they went to and iirom pasture, established paths through 
the bushes, on each side of which the good folks built 
their houses ; which is one cause of the rambling and pic- 
turesquej turns and labyrinths, which dbtii^uish certain 
streets of New York at this very day. 

Some^ it must be noted, who were strenuous partisans 
of Mynheeir Ten Breeches (or Ten-broeck), vexed that 
his plan of digging canals was not adopted, made a com-- 
promise with their inclinations, by establishing themselves 
on the margins of- those creeks and inlets, which mean- 
dered through various parts of the g^und- laid out for' 
improvement. To these may be particulariy ascribed the 
first settlement of Broad Street ; which originiaUy was faailt 
along a creek, that ran up to what at present is called 
Wall Street. The lower part soon became very busy and 
populous ; and' a ferry house* was in process of time 
established at the head of it ; being at that day caUed ^the 
head of inland navigation." 

The disciples of Mynheer Tough Breeches, on the 
other hand, no less enterprising, and moro industrious 
than their rivab, stationed themselves along the sh^re of 
the river, and laboured, with unexampled perseverance, 
in maJdag little docks and dykes, from which originated 
that mnUitude of mud traps with which thia city ia: 
fringed ! To these 'docks would the old burghers repair; 
just at those hioura' when the fiiUiog tide had ' left the* 

* Thia hooM h«s beeo aevend times repaired, and at prtiont i» a 
small ytltow brick boose. No. 23, Broad Street, with the gable end 
to the street, suraounded with an iron red. on which, until witbia 
three or four years, a little iron ferry boat officiated as weathercock 



beadi ttBCOVcrcdy thai they mi|^ siuitf «|i tiw fingnwt 
disTia of mttd mad mire ; wfakh tbte^ obaerVed had • 
truly wholoMMne miell, and reminded tbem of iho caaals 
of Hellaud. To the IndeiatifaMe labotn^ a»d priam' 
worthy aampk of this latter dam of iMojecton, are wo 
mdd>ted Ibr the acrm of artiftdai groititd, Ott wfakcb 
aereral of oar streets in the TidfDity of the rnrers are 
batlt ; and which, if we any credit this aaiertiona of aare* 
ral learned physicians of thu dty, hare been tery effici* 
cions in prodndnff the veUow ferer. 

The honses of the nif^her dam were generally chn- 
stmcted of wood) exeeplin|f the cable-end^ which waa] of 
itmall btoch and yellow INiteh brida, and always fhcod 
OB the itinet f as onr ancestors, lihe thdr desceodafltSf 
were very mndi given to outward show, and W6re noted 
Ihr putting the best leg foknemost. The faovse was always 
IhndAed wHh abundance of large doom and sasall wiau 
down on every iloor ; the date of its erection was enri^ 
ously designated by iron fignrm on the ivOnt ; ind on the 
top of the roof wns pcrchSl a fierce little weBtheroock, 
tolettbelhmilyintothefmj^rtantsedttti irhich way the 
wmd blew. Tbes^ like the weathercocks on the to)M oi 
our steeples, pointed so many* di£Rerent ways that every 
man oould have a wind to his mind } and yon wooM have 
thaiught old iBdns had s^ all his bags of wind adnfi^ 
pell-mell^ to gambol aboilU thii windy tinetlopolis ; the 
most stanch and loyal citiaenii^ ho#cveri always went 
acetording to the weathercock oo the top bf the goveraor*n 
honse^ which was certainly the moot «lorrebt, as he hnd a. 
tnuty servant employed efery mbming to climb n|i mid 
psidlt it whichever way the wind blei^^ 

In those good days of sim|^lictty and snmliiiie» pen- 
sioa for cleanliMi* was t&fe lendini* prindplo in donfcitic 
eoonoriay, and the muversal tert of an able hohaewife x m 
oharact«r Which formM the utaMkt ambition off oanr 
n n — l i gh tened gmadnsothersi Hie front door waa nevd^ 
dpanod eaotpt on nmrringei, fimcMi^ nMr'^year'i day% 
the ftsttval of St. Nichoks, or soim audi gnat oeoasloil* 
It was omaactafietl with a gorgeous braai knocker^ 
cm4ottBly wrought, somctimm into the d^vioe df a ittf^ 
and aonwtioqMS of a lion^s head i and waa daily bnmiahed 
#ith SBch rcUgions aitti that it v^as oft-timOB worn owl 
by the very prccantioni taken ftr its ptentv^tBtttmi The 
whole house was consUntly ki a state of inundation, under 
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the discipline of tntips and brooms and scrubbing-bi'tish'es ; 
and the good Housewives of those days were a kind of 
amphibious animal, delighting exceedingly to be dabbliug 
in water— insomuch that an historian &[ the day gravety 
tdh us, that many of his tovrnswomeu grew to have 
webbed fingers like unto a duck; and some of them, be 
bad little doubt, could the matter be examined into, would 
be found to have the tails of mermaids ; but this I look 
upon to be a mere sport of fancy, or what is worse, a 
wilful misrepreseutation. 

The grand parlour was the sanctum sanctorum, where 
the passion for cleaning was indulged without control. 
In this sacred apartment no one was admitted to enter^ 
excepting the mistress akid her confidential maid, who 
TBited it once a week ; for the purpose of giving it a 
thorough cleaning, and putting things to rights; always 
taking the precaution of leaving their shoes at the door, 
and entering devoutly on their stocking feet. After 
scrubbing the floor, sprinkling it with fine white sand, 
which was curiously stroked into angles and curves, and 
rhomboids, with a broom — after washing the windows, 
rubbing and polishing the furniture, and putting a new 
bunch of evergreens in the fire-place ; the window-shutters 
were again clc^sed to keep out the flies, and the room' 
carefully locked up until the revolution of time brought 
round the weekly cleaning day. 

As to the family, they always entered in at the gatc^ 
and most generally lived in the kitchen. To have seen 
ammaerous household assembled around th0 fire, one 
would have imagined that he was transported back to 
those happy days of primeval simplicity, which float 
before our imaginations like golden visions. The fire- 
places were of a truly patriarchal magnitude, where the 
whole family, old and young, master and servant, black 
and white, nay, even the very cat and dog, enjoyed a com- 
munity of privilege, and had each a prescriptive right to 
a comer. Here the old burgher would sit ' in f^ect 
silence, puffing his pipe, looking in the fire with half shut 
eyes, and thinking of nothing for hours tog<;ther; the 
{^lede vrouw on the opposite side would employ herself 
diligently in spinning her yarn, or knitting stockings. The 
young folks would crowd around the hearth, listeniug 
with breathless attention to some old crone of a negiHi, 
who was the oracle of the fiAnily ; and who, perched like 
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a raveo in a corner of thtf cbimaey, woukl croak fordi fbr 
a long winter afternoon a string of incredible stones abont 
NewJSttgland witches, giisly gnostSy horses without heaiihs 
and faAir-breadth escapes, and bloody encounters among 
the Indians. 

In those happy days a welUregnlated family always rose 
with the dawn, dined at eleven, and went to bed at snn- 
down. Dinner was inyariably a private meaV and the fat 
old burghers showed incontestible symptoms of disap- 
probation and uneasiness, at being surprized by a visit 
ftom a neighbour on such omaions. But though our 
worthy ancestors were thus smgularly avene to giving 
dinners, yet they kept up the social bands of intimacy by 
occasional banquetings, called tea parties. 

Ai this is the first introdnction of those ddectnUi^ 
orgies, which have once become so foshionable in tiila 
city, I am conscious my fair readers will be very curieos* 
to receive information on the subject. Sorry WBf^X that 
there will be but little in my descriptioB cakaliJM to 
excite their admiration. 1 can neither delight them witb 
accounts of suffocating crowds, nor briwant drawing, 
rooms, nor towering feathers, nor sparkling diamonds, vor 
immeasurable trains. I can detail no choice aafodotes of 
scandal, for in those primitive times the simple folk were 
either too stupid or too good-natured to pull each other** 
characters to pieces : nor can I furnish any wbimsiGal 
amecdotes of brag; how one lady cheated, or another 
bounced into a passion ; for as yet there was no junto of 
dulcet old dowagers, who met to win each other^s money, 
and lose their own tempers at a card table. 

Hiese fasbiomible parties were generally consigned to* 
the higher classei, or noblesse^ tluit is to say, such as 
kepi their own cows, and drove their own waggons. Tbe 
company commonly assembled ai three o'clock, and went 
awa^ alwut six, unless it waa in winter time, when the 
fiuiuonable hours were a Uttle earlier, that the ladies might 
get home before dark. 1 do not find thnt they ever 
treated their company to iced creams, jellies, or syUa« 
bubs 'y or r^aled them with musty almonds, mouldy rai- 
sins^ or sour oranges, as is often done in the present age 
of refinement. » Our ancestors weK fond of Inore sturdy, 
substantial fare. The tea table was crowned with a huge 
earthen dish, well stored with sUces of fat pork, firied 
brow% cut up into morsels, and swinnning in gravy. Tbe 
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a|M|NiBy bane tested aronml tlie genial board, and 
ttioh furoished with a fork, evinced their dexterity in 
l^aachtng at thf fattest pieces ia this mighty dish : io 
auicb tl^ same manner as sailors harpooti porpoises at 
Ma, or our Indians spear salmon in the lakes. Sometimes 
Ihe table ^as graced with immense apple pies^ or saucers 
ibll of nreserred peaches and pears ; but It was always 
swe to boast an enormous dish of balls of sweetened 
doMgb, fried • in hog*s fot, and called dough nuts, or o)y 
kodm : a delicious kind of cake, at present scarce known 
ia.tiiii city, excepting in genuine Dutch ftMniKes. 

The tea was served put of a majestic delft tea-pot, 
omamenled with paintings of iaJt little Dutch shepherds 
and shepherdesses, tending pigs— with boats saiKng in the 
mtf and houses built in the clouds, and sundry other 
ingenious Dutoh fantasies. 'The beaux distinguished them- 
■elrea by their adroitness in replenbhing this pot, from 
a boge copper tea-kettle, which would have made the 
pigmy macaronies of these degenerate days sweat, merely 
Co look at it.. To sweeten the beyerage, a lump of sugar 
was laid beside each cu p ■ ■ a nd the. company alternately 
nibbled and sipped with great decorum^ uutil an improve- 
ment waa introduced by a slviewd and economic old lady, 
which was, to suspend a large lump directly over the tea 
J^^ky hy a string from the ceiling, so that it conlA'be 
jpAuig. Hom mouth to moulh— an ingenious escpedient, 
wUch is still kept up by some'iamilics in Albany; but 
which prevails without exception in Communipaw, Ber- 
gen, Flat-Bush, and all our uncontaminated Dutch vil- 
lages. 

At these primitive tea parties the utmost propriety and 
dignity of deportment prevailed. No flirting nor coquet- 
ting— no gambling of old ladies, nor hoyden chattering 
and romping of young one»— no self-satisfied struttings 
of wealthy gentlemen, with their brains in their pockets; 
nor amusing conceits, and monkey divertisements of 
smart young gentlemen, with no brains at all. On the 
contrary, the young ladies seated themselves demurely in 
their rush-bottomed chairs, and knit their own woollen 
stockrogs ; nor ever opened their lips, excepting to say 
jHoA M^aheer, or yah ya Vrtmwy to any question that was 
asked them ! behaving, fai all things, like decent wefl- 
educated damsda. As to the gentlemen, each of them 
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tranqailly smoked his pipe,* and seemed lost in contem- 
plaiioo of the blue and white tiles, with which the Are- 
places were decorated j wherein sundry pas««ges of scrip- 
tuf« were piously pourtrayed : Tobit and his dogp figuired 
to great advantage ; Haman swung conspicuouly on his 
gibbet ; and Jonah appeared most manfully bouncing out 
of the whale, like harlequin through a barrel of fire. 

The parties broke up without noise and without con- 
fiisioa. They' were cairied home by their own carriages, 
that is to say, by the ▼chicles Nature had provided thero, 
excepting such of the wealthy as could afford to keep a 
waggon. The gentleniien gallantly attended theur fair ones 
to their respective abodes, and took leave of them with a 
hearty smack at the door: which, as it was an established 
piece of etiquette, done in perfect simplicity and honesty 
of heart, occasioned no scandal at that tim^ nor should it 
at the present-— if our great grandiathers approved of tlie 
custom, it would argue a great want of reverence in their 
descendants to say a word against it. 



CHAP. IV. 

Coidaimnff fiariher pariieuiars qf the Golden Age^ tmd 
. wktU confuted a Am Latfy amd Gentleman in the d4t§$ 

of Walter the Doubter. 

lir this dulcet period of my history, when the beauteous 
island of Manna-hata presented a scene, the very coun- 
terpart of those glowing pictures drawn of the g^ilden 
reign of Saturn, there was, as I have before observed, a 
happy ignoraucci an honest simplicity prevalent among 
its inhabitants, which, were 1 even able to depict, would 
be but little understood by the degenerate age for which 
1 am doomed to write. Even the female sex, thitse arch 
innovators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, the gray- 
beard customs of society, seemed for awhile to conduct 
themselves with incredible sobriety and comeliness, and 
indeed behaved almost as if they had not been sent into 
the . world to bother mankind, baffle philosophy, and 
CO nfoun'» the universe. ' 

Their hair, untortured by the abonii9ations of art, was 
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•crupniously pomatamed back from their foreheads witii 
a candle, and covered with a little cap of f |iriii ed caSicv, 
which fitted exactly to their heads. Their petticoats uf 
linsey woolsey were striped with a variety of irorgeous 
dyes, rivalliog the many coloured robes of lris-«though 
I most confess these j^allant gai'ments were rather short, 
scarce reaching below the knee ; but then they made up 
in the number, which geaerally equalled that of the 
gentlemen^s small clothes ; and what is still more praise- 
worthy, they were all of their own manufacture— of which 
circumstance, as may .well be supposed, they were not a 
little vain. 

These were the honest days in which every woman staid 
at home, read the Bible, and wore pockets— «y, and that 
too of a goodly size, fashioned with patchwork into many 
curipus devices, and ostentatiously worn on the outside. 
These, in fiict, were convenient receptacles, where all good 
housewives carefully stored away such thhags as they 
wished to have at hand ; by which means they often came 
to be incredibly crammed— and I remember there was a 
story current when I was a boy, that the lady of Wouter 
Van Twiller once had occasion to empty her right pocket 
in search of a wooden ladle, and the utensil was discovered 
lying among some-i*ubbish in one comer ; but we must 
not give too much faith .to all these stories, the anecdotes 
. of tbese remote periods being very subject to exaggeration. 

Besides these notable pockets, they likewise wore scissars 
and pincushions suspended from , their girdles by red 
ribands, or among the more opulent and showy classes, 
by brass and even silver chains— indubitable tokens of 
thrifty housewives and industrious spinsters—*! cannot say 
much in vindication of the shortness of the petticoats ; it 
doubtless was introduced for the purpose of giving thcf 
stockings a chance to be seen, which were generally of 
blue worsted with magnificent red clocks—or perhaps to 
display a well-tnnied ancle» and a neat though serviceable 
foot, set off by a high-heeled leathern shoe, with a hirge 
and splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that the gentle 
sex in all ages have shown the same disposition to infringe 
a little upon the laws of decorum, in order to betray a 
lurking beauty, or gratify an innoc^t love of finery. 

From, the.sketch here given it will be seen, that our good 
gnacfanotlbers differed considerably in their ideas of a fine 

K 
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fif^ire^ firan that seantily drewMd detoeodaiite of Ae 
pKflcnt day. A ftae lidy, in those tiaiesi waitdled uiid«r 
more dotbesy even on a fair sunimer*lB day, than would 
have elad the whole bevy of a modern bait-room. Nor 
were they the lest admired by the gentleBMo in coDseqiieaee 
thoreof. On the eoniravy, the greatness of a lovcr^a 
paasloa seemed t» incrsaaeiu proportion to the maf^mtnde 
of its object n n d a votiimimMia damsel, arrayed in ia 
dozen of petlkmts, was declared by a low Datcl^ sennet, 
leer of the pnMrince to be radiant as a tnn-ftiwer^ ami 
laxttriaot as a fnlMilow* cabbafc. Certain it is, that i» 
those days the heart of a lover conld not contam morp 
than one lady at a tinw ; whereas the heart of a modem 
gallant has often room enough to accommodate half a 
dosen ; tiib mason of which I conclude to be^ that eithn* 
the hearts of the gentleoMn have grown larger^ or- tbe 
persons of the ladles smaller -j thi% however^ is a i(|neBtion 
for pbysiolOl^ts to detomine. 

finttbtre was a setret charm in these petticoalB wUcht 
no doabty entered into the eonsidawtion of the prvdmit 
, gallants. The wardfobe of a lady was in those da^ her 
ouly ^^rtnne ; and she who had- a good sloek of petticoKts 
aiid.atncktai|;s was as absolnldy an hfsrem as ka-Kaartt- 
gfaa:ka. domed with a store of bear sbfins, or o l.jiplami 
belle* with a plenty of reindeer. Tlio ladieis tiMMEftve, 
worn ^ioi:y aaxibOft'to dispkiy these powerfol ottnicfioiis to 
the greatest adinmtage ; and the best roomoof tlie boOoe^ 
instead of belpg adornod with- oasieatoreoof domo Natnte 
ia- water colours and noe^lewovl^ were always hung roond 
with abundance of homespun gamwnl^ flie*maB^lbctiire 
and tiie property of the Imaal c s' a piece of landoble 
ostentation ^hat still prsvoils among the beiresteo of oor 
Dutch Tillages^ Saoh w«re tho bmnteoua belteo-of tie 
ancient city of New jkrosterdam, rimlling hi primeral 
aiinplkity of manntri tho fsmmnedand ooortly damesi so 
Wbly «ang by Dmi Homer^whoteltei% that tbe pHAcets 
VaUsBGaa wwjied tbe^ftmiily lme% and the fair f^ndope 
wove her own petticoats* 

The g«ntleme% in M^ who figmed in tbe^oireler of- 0ie 
g^y world in Acse aooient tmMSy cmffcs p o m i e a , In osost 
particufan, with tie beautoons damsels whode smilm tbey 
iwgp? ambltioua to ds s e r w . Tnie k is, their iMrim wmdd 
make hut a very inoampisroMe impiowion npon tte beast ^ 
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e/ a'BKMkfii iair ; tlvey Beither droTje tlieir cttrricte tior 
snorted tbeir taiideiiiB» for as yet those gaudy veln^n 
were not even dreamed of ; oeither did tbey distingaish 
tbcsDselves by tbeir brilliancy at the tabl^ and their 
eoBsequeat renoootres with watchmen ; for our fore&thers 
were of too pacific a diapoaition to need those guardiaiia 
of the nidiit, eirery soul throughout the town being mftdl 
snore hawe nine o'clock. Keitber did they establish their 
elainsa to gentility ai the expense of their tailors^ for as yet 
those offenders agannt the pockets of society, and the 
tranqniUicy of all aspiring young gentlemen^ were nnkaoii^ 
in New Amsterdam; every . good housewife made the 
elotbes of her bnsband and (amily) and even the goede 
vronw of Van Twiller himself tbeoght it no disparagement 
to eat, out her husband's linsey wootsey galligaaklns. 

Net but, what there were solne two or thm youngsters 
who manifested the first dawmngs ci what; is caUed fiie 
and spirit ; who held all labour in contem^ ; skulked 
about docks and market-places; loitered m the sunshine; 
squandered what little money they could procure at hustin* 
cap and diuckiarthing ; swore, boxed, fought cock% and 
raced their neighbours' borse»«*in short, who promised to 
be the wonder,.tbe talk, and abomination of the town, had. 
not their ctyliBh career been unfortunately cut short by an 
affiiir of honour with a whipping-post. 

Far other, liowever, was the truly fashionable gentleman 
id those day8«-bis dress, which served for both morning 
and evening, street and drawing-room, wasalini^ woobey 
coat, nsade^ perhaps, by the fair hands of the mistress of bis 
afieetions^ and gallantly bedecked with nbundance of lai^fe 
brass buttons. Half a score of breeches heightened the 
proportions of his figure— 4iis shoes were decorated by 
enormous copper buckles— a low-crowned broad4irimmcd 
hat overshadowed his hurley visage^ and his hair dangled 
down his back in a prodigions queue of eel skin. 

Thus equipped, he would mnnfully sally ibrth with pipe 
in mouth to baiege some fair damsel's obdurate heart- 
not sudi a pipe^ good reader, as that whidi Acis did 
sweetly tune in praise of his Galatea, but one of the true 
delft manufacture, and furnished with a charge of firagrant 
Cowpen tobacco. With this would he resolutely set 
himself down before the fortress, and rarely fitiled, in the 
process of time, to smoke the fair enemy into a surrender 
upon honourable terms. K 2 
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Sudi'was the happy reign of Wooter Van Tiriller, * 
cekbrated in many a long fm^otten song as the real golden 
age^ the rest being nothing but connteneit copper-washed 
coin. In that delightful period a sweet ana holy calm 
reigned over the whole province. The burgomaster* 
smoked his pipe in peace-^the substantial 9olace of his 
domestic carrs^ af^er her daily toils were done, sat soberly' 
at the door, with h^r arms crossed over her apron of snowy 
white, withtDut being insulted by ribald street-walkers or' 
yagabood boys — those unlncky urchins who do so infest 
our streets, displaying under the roses of youth the thofiis 
and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover with ten 
breeches, and the damsel with petticoats of half a score,- 
indulged in all the innocent endearments of virtuous love, 
without fear and without reproach, for what had that 
\vutae to fear which was defended by a shield of good 
linsey woobejrs, equal at least to the seven bulUhides of 
the invincible Ajax ? 

Ah blissful, and never to be forgotten age ! when every 
thing was better than it has ever been since, or ever wiH 
be again — when Buttermilk channel was quite dry at low - 
wattf^-wheu'the shad in the Hudson were all salmon : 
and when the nvion shone with a pure and resplendent 
whiteness, instead of that melancholy yellow light, which 
is the consequence of her stckening at the aboininations 
she evei-y night witnesses in this degenerate city ! 

Happy would it have been for New Amsteidam, could 
it always have existed in this state of blissful ignorance 
and lowly simplicity *, but alas ! the days of childhood are' 
too sweet to last ! Cities, like men, grow out of them in 
time, and are doomed alike to grow iuto the bustle, the 
cares, and miso-ies of the world. Let no man congratulate, 
himself when he beholds the child of his bosom, or the 
city of his birth, increasing in magnitude and importance 
— let the history of his own life teach him the dangers of' 
the one, and this history of Manna-hata convince hiin of 
the calamities of the other. 
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CHAP. V. 



In «*t«ft A« Jlad^ i« begKUed tftto o deledahh tpofft, 
idUeXi cnilf «6ry dtffsnniljf from wkai it commeneed. 

In Cbe^ear of our Lord one thousand ei|^t hundred and 
iirar, on 4 fine afternoon, in the glowing month of Sefi- 
tember, 1 took my customary walk upon the battery, 
wUcfa is at once the pride and bulwark oi this ancient and 
impregnable city of. Kew York. 1 remember well the 
seeiois, for it immediately preceded that remarkably cold 
winter) in which our sagacious corporation^ in a freak of 
ecoBOOiical phihinthropy, pulled to pieces, at an expenoe 
of several hundred dolfctre, the wooden ramparts which had 
cost tbem aereral tfaoosBBd; and distributed the rottca 
Aagaicnts, whkh ,were worth considerably less than 
noibing, among the shivering poor of the city. Never 
since the fall (tf the walls of Jeridio, or the heftveo-bnitt 
hattlenRnts of Troy, had there been known such a demo- 
KciQn--4or did it go unpunished; multitudes were 
btinded in i^in attempts to smoke themselves warm with 
this deuitable Bubrtitute for fire wood ; and an epidemic 
oofraphdnt of.sore eyes was moreover produced, which ha* 
since recurred every winter, particulariy among tbocc 
Who nndertake to bum rotten k)g»— who warm them- 
selves with the charity of others-«-or who use patent 
chuuucys. 

On Uw vear and month just designated^ did I take my 
accustomed walk of meditation, on that tamo battery^ 
which^ though at present no battery, ftimlshes the moat 
dcligfatfttl walk, and commands the noblest prospect in 
the whole known world. The ground on which I trod was 
hallowed by reooUectioos of the past ; and as 1 sloiwly 
wandered through die long alky of poplars, which, like «o 
numy Mrch brooms standing otf end, diffused a melancholy 
anft Ifigubrious shades my imaghiation drew a contMat 
betntent the surromiding scenery, and what it was in tlte 
daanc diys of iMir foirefiithers. Where the goferonent 
honae by naae^ but the cnatom house by oceupitkm, 
prtiidly reared its bride walk and wooden plllkr»i fhet« 
wy«m^ stood tim low hut subatmiitkl red-tiled ttamion of 
the nnoihnd Wouter Yaa Twiflcr. Anmnd it the mighty 
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bulwarks of fort Amsteitiani frowned defiance to every 
absent foe ; but, like many a whiskered warrior and i^allaot 
militia captain, confined their martial deeds, to frowns 
alone; alas! those threatening bulwarks hail lon|^ suicflr 
been sapped by time, and, like the walls of Cartba^ pre- 
sented no traces to the inquiring eye of the antiquarian. 
The mud breast-works bad long been levelled with the 
earth, and their site converted into the green lawns and 
leafy alleys of the battery; where the gay apprentice 
sported his Sunday coat, and the laborious mechanic, 
relieved fram the dirt and drudgery of the week, poured 
big weekly tale of love into the balf-averted ear of the 
sentimental chambermaid. Thecapacious bay still presented 
the same expansive sheet of water, studded with islands^ 
sprinkled with fishing boats, and bounded by shores of 
picturesque beauty. But the dark forests which once 
clothed these shores had been violated by the savage hand 
of cultivation, and their tangled maxes and impenetrable 
thickets had degenerated into teeming oixibards and waving 
fieMs of grain. £yen Govemor^s Mand, once a amiling 
garden, appertaining. to the 80verei|^ofthe province, was 
now covmd with fortifications, enclosing a Iremendous 
block house— so that this once peaceful iskmd resembled a 
fierce little warrior in a big cocked hat, breathing gun^- • 
powder and defiance to the world ! 

For some time did I indulge -in this pensive tittin of 
thought ; contrasting, in sober sadness, the present day 
with the hallowed years behind the mountains ; lamenting 
the melancholy progress of improvement, and praising the 
zeal with whieh our worthy burghers endeavour to preserve 
the wrecks of venerable customs, prejudices, and errors, 
from the ovei'whelming tide of modern innovation — when 
by degrees my ideas took a different turn, and I insensibly 
awakol to an enjoyment of the beauties around me. 

It was one of those rich autumnal days which heaven 
particularly bestows upon the beauteous island of Manna-- 
hata and its vicinity— 4iot a floating cloud obseuved the^ 
azore firmament'^-the sun rolling in glonoos spleadour 
through his etherial course, seemed to expand hit honest • 
Dutch countenance into an unusual expression of lienevo- > 
lence, as he smiled his evening salutation upon -a city 
which he delights to visit with his most bounteous lieans \ ' 
the very winds socmed to hold in thdr bieaths In state. 
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AteDtion, lest they sfaouiJ ruiBe the (ranquttlity of the* 
hour— -and the wavelefis bowMn of tKe bay presented a 
polished mirror, in which Nature beheld herself and 
Uniled.- The standard of our city, which, like a choice 
hiandkerchief, is reserved for days of gala, hung motionless 
on the flag-staff, which forms the handle to a gigantic 
churn ^ and even the tremulous leaves of tlie poplar and' 
the aspen, which, like the tongues of the immortal sex, are 
seldom still, now ceased to vibrate to the breath of heaven.' 
Every thing seemed to acquiesce in the profound repose of 
nature. The fprmidable eighteen pounders slept in tlie 
embrazures of the wooden batteries, seemingly gathering 
fresh strength to iight the battles of their countiy on the 
next 4th of July*— the solitary drum ou Governor's Istaud' 
forgot to call the garrison to their shooeis — the evening 
gnn had not yet sounded its signal, for all the regular, 
well meaning poultry throughout the country, to go to 
roost ; and the fleet of canoes, at anchor between Gibbet 
IsiaAd and Communipaw, slumbered on their rakes, and 
suffered the innocent oysters to lie for a while unmolested' 
in the soft mud of their native banks ! My own feelings 
sympathized with the contagious tranquillity, and 1 should 
infolltbly have dozed upon one of those fragments of 
benches, which our benevolent magistrates have provided 
for the benefit of convalescent loungers, had not the-, 
extraordinary inconvenience of the couch set all repose at 
defiance. - 

Id the midst of this soothing slumber of the soul, my 
attention was attracted to a black speck, peering above 
the western horizon, just in the rear of Bergen steeple— 
gradaally it augments and overhangs the would-be cities' 
of Jersey, Harsimus, and Hoboken, which, like three' 
jockeys, are stalling on the course of existence, and jostling 
each other at the commencement of the race. Now it* 
skirts the long shore of ancient Pavonia, spreading its 
wide shadows fi-om the high settlements of Weebawk 
quite to the lazaretto and quarantine, erected by the 
sagacity of our police, for the embarrassment of commerce * 
—now it climbs the serene vault of heaven, cloud rolling 
over etoud) like successive billows, shrouding the orb of 
day, darkening the vaist expanse, and bearing thunder and 
hail and tempest in its bosom. The earth ^ms agitated 
«t the oonfiiBioii of the heavens— the late waveless mirrofi 
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ii kttlied iiitD furious warsi, that roU tlieir broken tqrfet 
in holkv momun to the shore— the oyster boat4» tkat 
ent sported in the placid Ticinity of Gibbet-IslaadU now 
harry affrighted to the shore— the. late dignified* nnbendin^ 
poplar^ writhes and twists before the merciless Ua^^— 
ocscendiDg torrents of drend^ipg ndn and sonndii^ hail 
ddage the battery walk, the gates are thronged by 
apprentices, serrant maids, and little Frencbmeni with 
abeir pocket handkerchiefs over their hats, 8i{s«|iperittg 
lirmn tiie storm— 4lie late beauteous prospect preeOits one 
scene of anarchy and wild uproar, as though «4d Chaoa 
bad resumed bis reign, and was burling back, into one 
yast turmoil, the conflicting elements of nature. . Fancy 
to yourself, oh reader! the awful combat sung by old 
Hesiod, of Jupiter and the Titans— •^uicy to yourscjlr, the 
long re-bellowiiqp artillery of heaven, streaming at the heads 
q{ the g^antic sons of earth. In short, fiuicy to yourself 
all that has ever hem Mid or sung of tempest^ stonuy 
and hurricane, and you will save me the teoufaie of 
deMsribing it. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or remained 
boldlv at my post, as our gallant train band captains, who 
march their soldiers through the rain without flinching— 
are points which I leave to the ooijecture of the reader. 
It is possible he may be a little perplexed also to know the 
reason why I introduced this most tremendous and unheard- 
of tempest, to disturb the serenity of my work. Qa thia 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct his ignorance. 
'the panorama view of the battery was given, merely to 
gratify the reader with a coirect description of Ihat 
celebrated place, luid the parts adjacent :— -secondly, the 
storm was played off, partly to give a little bustle and life 
to this tranquil part of my work» and to keep my drowsy 
readers from falling asleep j and partly to serve as a 
preparation^ or rather an overture, to the tempestuous 
times that are about to assul the pacific province of 
Nieuw Nederlandts, and that overhang the slumberous 
administration of the renowned Wouter Van TwiUer. It is 
thus the experienced phiy-wright puts aU the fiddftes, the 
French boms, tl|e kettle-drum^ and trumpets ii hia 
orchestra in requisitk>o, to usher in one of those horrible 
and brimstone uproars, called melo^dmmes: and it is 
thus he discharges bi9. thundery hk ligbtniogfe bis roran wA 
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saltpetref preparatory to the rilfoiiig of a f^tmi^ or the 
murdering of a hero. We will now procMd ' with our 
history. 

Whatever may be advanced' by philosophers to the' 
contrary, 1 am of opinion, that, as to nations, the old 
maxim, that '< honesty is the best policy,** is a sheer and 
ruinous mistake. It might have answered well enongh in 
t|ie honest times when it was made^ but in these degene-- 
liite days, 'if a nation pretends to rely merely upon the 
justice of its dealings, it will fare something like an honest' 
man among thieves, who, unless he have something more, 
than his honesty to depend upon, stands but a poor chance 
vf-profiting- by Ins 'company. Such at Teast was the case 
with the guileless government of the New Netherlands ; 
which, like a worthy unsuspicious old burgher, quietly- 
settled itself down into the city of New Amsterdam, as 
into a snug elbow chair, and fell into a comfortable nap ;' 
while in tl^ meantime its cunning neighbours stepped in 
and picked its pockets. Thus may we ascribe the com- 
menceinent of all the woes of this great province, and ita 
magnificent metropolis, to the tranquil security, or to*^ 
speak more accurately, to the unfortunate honesty of its 
government. But as 1 dislike to begin an important part 
of my history towaitls the end of a chapter ; and as my 
readers, like myself, must doubtless be exceedingly fatigued 
with the long walk we have taken, and the tempest we 
have sustained, 1 hold it meet we shut up the book,- smoke' 
a pipe, and having thus refreshed our spirits, take a fair 
start in the next chapter. 



CHAP. VI. 

FmihfuUy describing the ingenious people of Connectieui- 
and thereabouts — Showing, moreoveTythe true meaning of 
lAberty qf ConsciencCy and a curious device among the^ 
sturdy Barbariansy to keep up a harmony of iniercourse, 
and promote populatichn. 

That my readers may .the moi'e fully comprehend the 
extent of the calamity, at this very moment impending 
ovor the honest' unsuspecting provincie of Nienw Neder- 
landts, and its dubious governor, it is necessavy that f 
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■boald gtfc. Mine accontit of a horde of strange beriiariMM^ 
toderiof upon, the eastern frouHer. 
> Now it BO came to pass, that many years previous to 
the time of which we are treating, the sage cahinet of 
y«yk"^ had adopted a certain national creed, a kind o£ 
pnhlic walk of £uth, or rather a religions turnpike^ m 
whidb every loyal subject was dhected to tmvel to Zio n »» 
taking care to pay the toU gMeren by the way. 

AlGeit a certain shrewd race of men» being Terymucli 
l^ven to indulge thdr own opinions^ on all mamwrs of sub* 
jects (a propensity exceedingly obnoxious to your free 
gDTemments of Europ^ did most prefnmptnonsly dare 
to thiiA for tbemselTea in mattera of reUgion, exorcisiim. 
what they considered a natural and nnexti^guishable rigwt 
—the liberty of coosciencie. 

A% faowever» they possessed that ingenuous habit <if 
mind which i4ways thmks aloud j which in a manner 
lidea cock-a-hoop on the tongue, and is for ever galloptttg 
into other .peo|»ie*s ears ;— it miturally followed that their 
liberty of oonsdeaoe likewise implied Ubertif qf jy^ead^ 
which, being freely indulged, soon put the country in « 
hubbub, and aroused the pious indignation of the vigilant 
iuhem of the church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, th^t 
m those dayawere considered so effi(;a€ioiis in bringing 
hack stray sheep to the fold $ that is to say, thi^ were 
coaxed, they were admonished, they were menaced, they 
were buffeted— line upon line^ precept upon precept, laab 
upon lash, here a little and there a great deal, were 
exhausted without mercy, and without success ; until at 
leuffth the worthy pastolt Of the church, wearied out by 
their unparalelled stubbornness, were driven, in the excess 
of their tender mercy, to adopt" the scripture text, and 
Kterally ^ heaped live embeia on Uieir heads.** 

Nothing, however, could subdue that invincible spirit of 
independence %hich has ever distinguished this s ingvfa r 
race of people j ao that, gather thas^ submit to such honrtble 
tyranny, they one and all embarked for the wilderness 
cf America, where they might eigoy unmolested, the 
inestimable luxury of tatting-. No soentr did they Jnnd on 
tins loquacious soiVthan, as if they had cangfat the disease 
from the climate, they all lifted up their' voieea at once, 
and for the apace of one whole year dhl keep np such a 




■«■ ^w pi « ■■ p ««i«i^~v:wBw^ JF iMiiiaa 



IKW TOtdt. 107 

joyful c^mour, thtt we ai-e told thejr frig;|itened erery 
bii-d and beast out of the neigbbourbood, and so com- 
plet^y dqmb-founded certain fish, wbich abound on their 
coastj. that they have been called dum^-fahtrer since. 

From this simple circumstance^ unimportant ^^ it 
may seem^ did fijsst ori^iDate tba,t repofrned privi^oe 
ao loudly boaatod of throughout^ thui country^whidi ib 
•0 efoqu^tly exercised iu newspapeny p9mpUet% ward- 
vieetuigi^ pot-housecb cpmmitteesi and congressiomU 
deliberaii«ii«--^whicfa establishes the xj|^ht of tallung with- 
out ideas and without in|bniiatioi^-«Qf misrepresentiuK 
public u04ir8 — ol decrying public measures^f aspersini; 
gi«3i| dianurters, and destroying; Uttle ones : in shorty that 
g^jCand pftlUdlum of our country^, the libertp qf speedu 

The simple aborigines of the Und^ for a while cgntem- 
pUted these strangjp fpllc in utter astonis^neat ^ but 
disooveviiig that they wielded harmless though noisy 
weapons^ and were a lively, ing^enioua^ good humoured 
race oiT mAO^ they hecame very (Hendly and. sociable, and 
gfkve ihem, the name of Toaoittfj, which iu the Maia- 
Tdiusaeg (or Massachusett) langjoage sigpgti&es titeni men 
"-^ wag^um. appellatiouy since shortened into the iamiliar 
epithet of TiuiKEB8]( which they retain unto the present dftj* 

Thie it is and my .fiddly an « historian will not allow 
me to pass it o.ver iu silence^ that the zeal of these iptod 
people to. maintain, their eights and privileges unimpave^ 
did for 1^ while betray ;tbeiu into enror^ whicn.it is e^tec tp 
pAnkniL thau defend* Havin^^«eif ed a rq^lar appreulicu- 
ffaip in the school ^f penecutibja^ it behoved, them to ahofr 
IM they had beoome. poficieutii in the «rt. Ilicgr 
accordini^Iy. emploi^ed thev^- leiaure hours iu bpnishiqfy 
«c9ui:giffgl or hioiging, divers heretical mists, quakcr^^ 
apd smpuptifts, Ibr daring to abus^ the Ubirii^ 9f 
am9€!iienee; wluch they now dearlx proved to impl^ 
uothbir mone than th»t ever^. man sh<^uld Hfvak ^ Jbje 
pleaseS in. flatters of n^i&Qi^'^frmM^ be. thought 
r^tffi / for guuerwise it woiua be giving a latitude to 
dvpioabk hones^.. Now as they (Uw iiwj^y)^ ifere 
P«r6«:tly cooyimjed that ikeif aSom tiiou{^t righ^. It 
COiMflqueatly ^^wed that whoever thought!diflfeMift.fipi^ 
then. t)y>Hglii vroines afid. whoevec^ tbouf^^ wbouai awl 
obstioateljif persisted in not being coi(Vi2ioed u^cop- 
veriei^ was a Bagrant violator of the inestiniabk liberty 
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of consciences and a corrupt and infections member of 
the body politic, and deserr^ to be lopped off and cast 
into the fire. 

Now 1*11 warrant there are heats of my readers ready at 

once to lift vp their hands and eyes, with that Tirtnous 

indiil^tion with which we always contemplate the ikults 

and errors of onr neigfaboorSy and to' exclaim at these 

well meanion^ but mistaken people, for inflicting on others 

the iiguries they had suffered themselves— for indulg^ng^ 

the prepoisteirons idea of convincing the 'mind by 

tormenting the body, and establishing the doctrine of 

' charity and forbearance by intolerant persecution.— Bat 

•in simple truth, what are we doing at tiiis very day, and 

-in thb very enlightened nation, but acting upon this very' 

same principle^ in our political controversies f Have we 

'not within but few years released ourselves from the 

shackles of a government, which cruelly denied us the 

privilege of governing ourselves, and using ift full latitude 

that invaluable member the tongue ? And are we not at 

tfaisTery moment striving our best to tyrannice over the 

'Opinions,' tie up the tongues, or 'ruin the fortunes of one 

another ? What are onr great political societies but mere 

-political' hiquisitions ? — ^Our pot-house committees, bat 

'little tribunals of denunciation? — Our newspapers,^ but 

mere whipping-posts and pillories, where the unfortunate 

individaals are pelted with rotten eggs ?— And our council 

' of appointment, but a grand otclo dafe, where culprits are 

oontinually sacrificed for their political heresies ? 

' ' Where then is tlie difference in principle between oar 

''^measnres and those you are so ready to condemn 'amon|^ 

the people I am treating ? There is none ; the difference 

<i8 merely circumstantial.— Thus we denounce^ instead of 

.'banishing — we Ubd^ instead of scourging— we ium aui qf 

ifgiety' instead of hanging; — and where they burnt an 

'offender in jpropvioA pertimAj we either tar and foatU^ 

'w 'burn Mm in e^py-^lhis political persecution bein^, 

'some how ur other, the grand palladium of onr liberties^ 

' and an incontrovertible proof that this is a fre9 eowKtry f 

' But notwithstanding the fervent zeal with which Ibis 

holy war was prosecuted against ' the whole race of 

'tinbeUievert, we do not find that-the population of this new 

• Mlooy was in any ways hhidered tboreby ; on the contrary 

"they mulliplied to a d^ree which would be incredible to 
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»ny man uiiacquaiatcd with tlie roaiYellouB fecundity ot 
this growing country. 
This amazing increase may indeed he partly ascribed to 

, a singular custom prevalent among them, and which was 
probably borrowed from the ancient republic of Sparta ; 
where we are told the young ladies, either from being 
great romps and hoydens, or else, like many modem 
heroines, very fond of meddling with matters that did not 
i^pertain to their sex, used frequently to engage with the 
men in wrestling and other athletic eaercises of the 
gymnasium. ' The custom to which I allude was vulgarly 
known by the name of bundUng — a superstitious rite 
observed by the young people of both sexes, with which 
they usually terminated their festivities ; and which was 
kept up with religious strictness, by the more bigoted 
and vulgar part of the community. This ceremony was 
likewise, in those primitive times, considered as an indis- 
pensable preliminary to matrimony; their courtships 
commencing where ours usually finish. By which means 
they acquired that intimate acquaintance with each 
other^s good qualities before marriage, which has been 
pronounced by philosophers the sure basis of a happy 
anion* Thus early did this cunning and ingenious 
people display a shrewdness at making a bargain, which 
has ever since distinguished them — and a strict adherence 
to the good old yulgar maxim about ^< buying a pig in a 
poke." 

To this sagacious custom, therefore, do I chiefly 
atlribttte the unparalleled increase of the Yanokie or Yankee 
tribe ; for it is a certain fact, well autnenticated by court 
records and parish regbters, that wherever the practice of 
bundling prevailed, there was an aniazing number of 
sturdy brats annually born unto the state, without the 
license of the law, or the benefit of clergy ; and it is 
truly astonishing that the learned Malthas, in his treatise 

, 00 population, has entirely ova-looked this singular fact. 
Neither did the irregularity of their birth operate in the 
least to their disparagement. On the contrary, they grew 
vp a long-sided, raw-boned, hardy race of whoreson 
whalers, wood cutters, fishermen, and pedlers, and sti*ap. 
^ing oom-fed wenches: who, by their unite^ efforts, 
tended marvellously towards populating those notable 
'tracts of country called Nantucket, Pistcataway, and Cape 
Cod. X 
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CHAP. VII. 

JSfofD iteat ^mpiU itarhdriatu iwrned out io be notorinu 
Squafiers.-'^J^&w Ih^ buUt Air-Ccutlet, and attempted 
16 initiate the N^dJerUmders in the Myetery of bundling. 

In the I^ chapter I haiTe ^Wen a faithful but unpre- 
judiced accoiUdt of the origin of that siVi|^ular' i^ce of 
people, inhabiting the country eabtwaM of the Nietiw 
JKederlandts ^ but I have yet to nientio&<:ertain peculiar 
habits n^hich rendered them exceedingly obnoxious to our 
ever honoured Dutch ancestors. 

"fhe most prominent of these was a certain riambling 
jpAropCtiidity, with which, like the sons of Isfamael^ they 
seem to have been gifted by heaven, and which continuaTTy 
^oiids them on, to shift their residence from place to place, 
Io tftkt a Yankee ftirmer is in a constant state of miration ^ 
tl&rytng occ^ionally here and Ch'ere ; clearing lands for 
6thd* people tio enjoy, building houses for others to inhabit, 
KiA in a manner may be considered the wandering Arab of 
Amerit!il'. 

His dl*s^ thought, un coming to the years of manbobdP, 
!d to 9ettle himself in tlie world — which means notbinff 
more nor less than to begin his rambles. To thb end 
he takes unto himself fol: a wife some dashing country 
heiress; that is to bay, a buxom rosy-cheeked wench 
passing rich in red ribands, glass-beads, and mock tortoise- 
iheft cotnbis. With a white gown and morocco shoes for 
Sdndlay ^ and deeply skilled in the mystery of making appte 
sweetmeats, long-sauce, add pumpkin pie. 

Having thus provided himself, like a true pedler, with 
i, heavy knapsi^ck, wherewith to rCgale his Moulders 
Ihhraf^h the jonrney of life, he literally sets out on Che 
j^ei'egtfriatibn. Hib whole family, household /urniiur^ 
and fa^mhk^ utensils, are hoisted into a covered cartz his 
own and his wife^s wai'drobe packed up in a firkin : vAii<^ 
done, he shoulders his axe, takes his staff in his hanc^ 
tlirhistres, «• yankee doodle,*" and trudges off to the wood?, 
all confident of the protection of Providence, and relying 
lii cheerfully lipon his own resources, as did ever a 
patriarch of yo^re, when he journeyed into a strange 
ODUUtj^ of the Gentiles. Having buried himself io the 
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wIMeniess, he btiUds himself a 4og but, dean away « com 
field and potato jiatch, and, Providence Bmiling upon bis 
labours, is soon surrounded hy a snug farm and some half 
a score of flaxen-headed urchins, who, by tbeir siae, seem 
to have sprung all at once out of the earth, likd a crop of 
toadstools. 

But it is not the nature of this most indefatigable of 
speculators to rest contented with any state of siyblunarf 
enjoyment — improcemeKt is bis darling passion, and -having 
thus improved his lauds, his next care is to provide a 
mansion worthy the residence of a landholder. A huge 
palace of pine boards immediatdy springs up in Sit 
midst of the wUdemess, large enou^ for a parish church, 
and furnirfied with windows of aH dimenuons, but .so 
irickety and flimsy wilhiil, that every blast gives it a fit of 
the tt^ile. 

By the time the outside of this mighty air castle is 
completed, either fhe funds or the zeal of our adyentnrcar 
are exhausted^ so that lie barely manages to -half finish toe 
room wilfain, where iiie whole family buprow togeHier; 
while the rest of the house is devoted to .the cdriug of 
pumpkins, or storing of carrots and potatoes, and is 
aecosated with^faneii^il festoons of wilted peaches and dlie<l 
apples. -Hie ontidde remaining unpainted, grows venerably 
black with time j the family wardrobe is laid under tofi- 
tribution for old hats, petticoats, aqd breeches, to stuff 
into the broken windows ; while the fotfr winds of iieaf en 
keep up a whistling and howling about this aerial palace, 
and play as many unruly gambols, as they did of yore, in 
Hie cave of ^Id ^lus. 

The humble fog hut, which whilome nestled this 
improvvM family snugly within Ms uaiYOw but comfortable 
watls, smds iiard by in ignominious contrast, degraded 
into a cow-thonse or pigsty ; and the ti-bole scene reminds 
one forcibly of a fable, whidi i am surprised has never 
been recorded, of an aspiring snail, who quits iiis -humble 
fkabitation, which he ^led wttli ^i-eat respectability, to 
crawl into the empty sfiell of a lobster — where he would 
no lioubt have resided with great style and spleudour, the 
envy and hate of kll the ptfins-taking snails of his neigh- 
bourhood, 'had he not accidentally perished With cold in 
one corner of his stupendous mansion. 

Being thus completely settled, and, to use his own 

L 2 
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words, « to rights,'* one woald imagioe that he would hegin 
to eojoy the comforts of his tituation, to read news-iwpers, 
talk politics, negject bis owo basioess, and attend to tlie 
afiiurs of .the nktion, like a useful and patriotic citizen ^ 
but oow it is that this wayward disposition begins again to 
operate. He soon grows tired of a spot where there is uu 
longer any room ftnT improvement, sells his £urm, air- 
castlei, petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shoulders 
his axe, puts himself at the head of his fkraily, and 
wanders away in search of new lands— again to fell treea— 
again to clear corn fields^—again to build a shingle palace, 
and again to sell off, and wander. 

Such were the people of Connecticut, who bordered 
upon the eastern frontier of Nieuw Nedeilandts, and my 
refers may easily imagine what obnoxious neighbonrs 
this light hearted but restless tribe must have been to our 
tranquil progenitors, if they cannot, 1 would ask them if 
they have ever known one of our regular, well organized 
Dutch families, whom it hath pleued heaven to afflict 
with the neighbourhood of a French boardii^ houses 
The honest old burgher cannot take his afternoon's pipe, 
on the bench before his door, but he is persecuted with 
the scraping of fiddles, the chattering of women, and 
the squalling of children— he cannot sleep at night for the 
horrible melodies of some amateur, who chooses to 
serenade the moon, and display his terrible proficiency in 
exeeuHony by playing demisemiquavers in alt on the 
clarionet, the hautboy, or some other soft-toned insti'u- 
ment — nor can he leave the street-door open, but his house 
is defiled by the unsavoury visits of a troop of pug dogs, 
who even sometimes carry their loathsome ravages into the 
sanctum sanctorum, the parlour. 

If my readers bive ever witnessed the sufferings of 
such a family, so situated, they may form some idea how 
our worthy ancestors were distressed by their mercurial 
neighbours of Connecticut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated into 
the New Netherland settlements, and threw whole villages 
iuto consternation by their unparalleled volubility, and 
their intolerable inquisitiveness— two evil habits hitherto 
unknown in those parts, or only known to be abhorred ; 
for our ancestors were noted, as being men of truly 
Spartan taciturnity, and who neither knew nor cared aught 
about any body's concerns but their own. Many enormities 
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were committed on the highways, where several uuofTend. 
ing burghers were brougbt.to' tf atdnd, and tortured with 
questions and ff tresses ; which outrages occasioned as much 
vexatien and lieaitt burning as do^ the modern right of 
iaesfch <m t4)e>high 8eae. 

Great jealousy Aid4liey'19Eewi8e stir up, by their inter- 
meddljng and succe98 , among the divine sex ; for bei^ a 
race of orisk, lively, pleasant tongued varlets, they soon 
seduced the light jaffections of the simple damscts from 
tiieir ponderous Dutch gal (ants. Among other hideous 
costqms, tliqy attempted to introduce among them tb^t of 
hundlingy which tl^e phtc|i liisses of the Nederlandts, with 
that ea^er passion for| novelty and foreign /astiiqiis i)aturf\t 
to their sex^ seeme^ Very w0ll inclined to follow ; but that 
tbeir mothers, bein^ more experienced in fhe world, and 
better acquainted fi^ith men" and things, strenuously dis- 
countenanced all such outlandish innovations. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with 
these strapge folk, was aii unwarrantable liberty which 
fhey occasionally took of entering' in, hordes into the 
territories of the 'New Netherlands, and settling themselves 
down, without 'leavjeor license, to improve tlie land in the 
manner I have before noticed. This uficeremonious mode 
iff tstkin^ possession of new land was technically termed 
tqittfttimjy and hence is derived the appellation of sqmi" 
iers ; a name odious in the ears of all great landholders^ 
and which is given to those enterprising wprthies, >vho 
seize upon laind first, and take thejr chance to make 
rood their title to it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which ^ere 
constantly accumulating, tended to form that dark and 
portentous cloud which, as I observed in a,f6rincr chapter, 
was slowly gatliering over the tranquil province of Neyr 
Netherlands. Tlie pacific cabinet of Van Twiller, how- 
ei^er, as will be perceived in (he sequel, bore them all wi||) 
amagnanimity that redounds to their immortal vrcfi^t — 
becoming by passive endurance inured to jthis^^nciejasiii^ 
.)nass of wrongs 3 like the sage old woman of Epl^i/^sus, 
who *hy dint pf carrying abgut a calf fioni the time it wjfs 
born, continued to carry it without diflicuity when jt had 
pro^U to be an ox. 
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CHAP. Vllf. 



Ham tkafifrtGoed Hoop wot fimrfkUpbaeoffurtd^h^ 

ike renowned WouierfsU into a pfofimmd dombi, and 

Aoto he finaUjf eoaporaied, 

4 

By this time my readers must folly perceive what aa 
arduous task I have underta]^ea— collecting and coUatiii|( 
with painful minuteness the chronicles of past times, 
whose events almost defy the powers of research — expluriaj^; 
a little kind of Herculaneum of history, which had laid 
nearly for ages buried under the rubbish of years, and 
almost totally forgotten — raking up the limbs and firag- 
ments of disjointed facts ; and endeavouring to put them 
scrupulously together, so as to restore them to their 
original form and connexion — now lugging forth the 
character of an almost forgotten hero, like a mutilatcsi 
statue— now deciphering a half defaced inscription ; and 
now lighting upon a mouldering manuscript, whicfa^ after 
painful study, scarce repays the titiuble of pernsal. 

In such case how much has the reader to depend upon 
the honour a|id probity of his author, lest^ like a canninur 
antiquarian, lie either impose upon him spurious fabrica- 
tion of his own, for a precious relique from antiquity, or 
else dress up the dismembered fragment, with such false 
trappings, that it is scarcely possible to distinguish the 
truth fram the fiction with which it is enveloped. Tliis ia 
a grievance which 1 have more than once had to lament. 
In the course of my weai'tsome researches among the 
works of my fellow historians ; who have strangely dis- 
guised and distorted the facts respecting this country ; 
and particularly respecting the great province of New 
Netherlands ; as will be perceived by any who will take the 
trouble to compare their romantic effusions, tricked out In 
the meretricious gauds of fable, with this authentic history. 

I have had more vexations of the kind to encounter^ in 
those parts of my history which treat of the transactioDC 
n the eastern bonier, than in any other, in consequence of 
the troops of historians who have infested those qoartersp 
and have shown the honest people of Nleuw Nederlandta 
no mercy in theur works. Among the rest, Mr. Benjamin 
Trumbull arrogantly declares, that *<the Dutch were 
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always mere iatruders.**—- Now to Uiis I shall make no 
other reply thao to proceed in the steady narration of my 
history, which will contain not only proofs that the Dutch 
had dear title and possession in the fair valleys of the 
ConoQcticnty and that they were wrongfully dispossessed 
thereof; but likewise that they have been scandalously 
maltreated ever, since, by the misrepresentation of the 
Cfafty historians of New^ England. And in this I shall be 
guided by a spirit of truth and impartiality, and a regard 
to immortal fame ; for I would not wittingly dishonour my 
work by a single falsehood, misrepresentation, or prejudice, 
though it should gain our forefathers the whole country of 
New England. 

It was at an early period of the province, and previous 
to the arrival of the renowned Wouter, that the cabinet of 
Nienw Nederlandts purchased, the lands about the Cob- 
nerticut, and established for their superintendence and 
protection a fortified post on the banks of the river, which 
was called Fort Goed Hoop, and was situated hard by the 
present lair city of Hartford. The command of this im- 
poitant post, together with the rank, title, and appoint- 
ments of commissary, were given in charge to the gallant 
Jaoobas Van Curlet, or as some historians will Imve it 
Van Curlis ; a most doughty soldier, of that stomachfu' 
class, of Which we have such numbers on parade days ;1 
who are famous for eating all they kill. He was of a 
▼ery soMierlike appearance, and would have been an 
exceeding tall man, had his legs been in proportion to his 
body } but the latter being long, and the former uncom- 
monly shor t, it gave him the uncouth appearance of a tall 
nmn'a body mounted upon a little man*s legs. He made up 
for this tur Dspit construction of body by throwing his legs 
to such an extent when' he marched, that you would have 
sworn he h^ on the identical seven-league boots of the 
fiu'-fiuned JacV the g^ant killer; and so astonishingly high 
did be tread on any g^reat military occasion, that his 
soldiers were o/)r- times alarmed, lest he should trample 
liimaelf under ^oot. 

But notwithstan^inip the erection of thu fort, and the 
apppintment of this ngly little man of war as a commander, 
the iotrrpid Yankees oontifiOed those daring interlopings 
which 1 have hinted at in my last chapter ; and taking 
advantage of the character which the cabinet of Wouter 
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Van Twiller soen acquired 'for prefomiA and 'pMegfiMftte 
Irmiqaiflity — did audftcioBsly invade Ae temforios of tlie 
Nieinv N«derlaadt8, and ^quai themselves dowHi ^WiMlIn 4lie 
very jurisdictioii of Fort €roed *Hoop. 

•On 'behoMiu); this outrage, the long bodied VanCciHcC 
proceeded as became a prompt and valiabt -bAc^. He 
knineditftely protested against these unWaHrlratoble 'en- 
crooehmeirts,' in low Dutch, by wny l)f 'iitspiring more 
tcfvor, and'fovthwilh despatched a copy of 4tie protest I0 
Ibe governor -at New- Amsterdam, together with a long and 
bttter accomit of 4he aggresdons of Ibe enemy. Vbte 
donej 'be ordered bis men, doe and all, to be of 'good 
cheer — shut the gate of the fort, smoked three pipes, went 
lo bed^ and awaited the result with a resolnte and hitrepid 
tranqaillRy, that groitty animated his adherents, and no 
d^iibt struck sore dismay and affright into the b^rts of 
the enemy. 

'Now it came to pa^, that about this time, 'the renowned 
-Woater >Vaa Twilier, fuH of years and honours, and 
cetincH dinners, had reached -that period of life and tkcnity 
wbieb, according to the great Gntiiver, entitles a man io 
admission into the ancient order of ^truldbruggs. He 
empieyed bis time in fTmoking Ms Turkish pipe, ftmid an 
assemblagtc M sages^ eqntdly'enlighteoed, aid- nearly 911 
venerable as. ^imself, olid who, for tikeir silence, :tiieir 
gravity, tfaeh' wisdom, and 4bcnr -catttions avo^seness to 
earning to any condusion in business, are only 'to 'be 
«quafllcd by certain profound corporations wbicA i have 
known in my time. 'Upon leading the protest of the 
gallant Jacobus ¥«n'Curlet, therefore, bis excellency f<M 
straightway into one of the deepest doubts that ever^ie was 
ImowBtoenoottnta* ; .his capaciotis'head gradually drooped 
oo'iiis ^iKst^ be closed "bis eyes, afid inclined Ms .ear to 
one side, as if listening with ,great attention to -tbe tlis. 
aasdion-that was going on in his^belly ; which all who^knew 
•him declared to be the buge court-house, or council- 
obaMsber of 'bis thoaghts ; forming to his bead what the 
house of representatives do to the senate. An inarticilj^te 
sound, vfii^y much resembling a suore, occasipnaMy escaped 
^im 5 but^be nature of' this internal cog^tati^n was never 

>* VFej(pl«x«d ^ith.va»t nffauis ff vbUfifwd town,, 
His KKiit Ue^d heme pverset bancs d(wn." 

TELECLIDES, in Perieles. 
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known, as be never oikened his lips on the subject to man, 
woman, or child. En the meantime, the protest of Van 
Curlet laid quietly on the table, where it served to light 
the pipes of the venerable sa^es assembled in council ; 
and in the great smoke which they raised, the gallant 
Jacobus, his protest, and his mighty Fort Goed Hoop, 
were soon as completely beclouded and forgotten, as is a 
question of emergency swallowed up in the speeches and 
resolutions of a modern session of congress. 

There are certain emergencies when your profound 
legislators and sage deliberative councils are mightily in 
the way of a nation ; and when an ounce of hair-brained 
decision is worth a pound of sage doubts and cautious 
discussion. Such at least was Um case at present ; for 
while the renowned Woater Van Twiller was dbily battling 
with his doubts, and his resolution growing weaker and 
weaker in the contest, the enemy pushed further and 
further into his territories, and assumed a' most formidable 
appearance in the neighbourhood of the Fort Goed Hoop. 
Hare they founded the mighty town of Pjfquagj or, as it has 
since been called, WeatherifiM ; a place which, if we 
may credit the assertions of that -worthy historian John 
Josselyn, Gent. « ka(h been inftunons by reason of the 
witches therein."— And sq daring did these men of Pyquag 
become, that they extended those plantations of onions, for 
which their town is illustrious, under the very noses of the 
garrison of Fort Goed Hoop— insomnch that the honest 
Dutchmen could not look toward that quarter without tears 
in their eyes. 

This crying uqustice was regarded with proper indigna- 
tion by the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet. He absolutely 
trembled with the amazing violence of his cboler, and the 
exaoerbations of his valour \ which seemed to be the more 
turbulent in their workings, from the length of the body in 
which they were agitated. He forthwith proceeded to 
straogthen his redoubts, heighten his breast works, deepen 
bis fosse, and fortify his position with a double row of 
abbatis \ alter which ^valiant precautions, he, with uneau 
ampled intrepidity, despatched a frtth courier with 
treraKB^idoiis accounts of his perilous situation. Never 
did the modem hero, who immortalized himself at the 
second Sabine war, show greater valour in the art of letter 
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wtfMng, or distingmh himtelf oaore glortourfy upon 
|Mpei-, Ihan the heroic Vam Carkt. 

Tke coarier choMo to benr thme mltOFming despatches 
was a fat aHy little Bnau, as heing least liable to be worn 
•at, or to lose leather od ihe joomey ; and to iasnre his 
speedy he was mounted on the fleetest waggon horse hi the 
Mmson, rsrnarkaUe 4br his leaifth of tteab, -largeness of 
boae, and hardness of tret ; and so tail, that the tittle 
messenger was oblii<ed to cliasb on bis back 4>y means of 
his I ail and crupper. Such extraordinary speed did he 
make, that he arrived att Fort vAmstsMlam in little less 
than a moaih, tboogh the distance was faH two hnadred 
pipes, or about 190 mites. ' - 

TheextraprdiniAry appearance of 4fais pa rtcn toMsetranger 
wottM have thrown tne whole txiwn of ffew AdtMerdaiii 
into a quandary, 4rad 4he good people troubled 4be«nsdvea 
aibout aAy thing more than tbehr domestic affair^. With 
an appearance of great bnny and 'hnsiness^ and smoking 
a. ehwt travelling pipe, be proceeded on « 4ung sw4ng b^ 
throng 4be ^muddy lanes of ttie metropolis, demoli^og 
whole batehes of dirt pies, mfMob Ihe «liltle &«tcb«hildreii 
were msAmig in 4be iroad; and^hi* which leihd' ef pastry 
the ehildren of this <ity ihave ever been' faimons. 0b 
an^ving at the governor's bouse, he climbed down from 
his slmd in great Irrepidatioo-— roused the Ap«y beaded 
door-keeper, old^Skaats, who^ like his lineal descendant and 
failhAil rep#esentaCftf«, the venerable erier of our court^ 
was4ieddiog at Ws poat— mttled at the door of the council 
chamber, and startled the members as they were dosing 
over a planfsrievtaMi^ing a puldic market. 

At'tlMt veiy moment a gentle grudt, or rather a deep- 
drawn snore, was beaid'from the dhair of the govemery « 
wbifF -of smoke wta at the eame instant observed to 
escape from hu lips, and -a light cloud to accend from the 
bowl of his pipe. The council of course supposed bim 
engaged in deep sleep tor the good of the eammnniiy, mid^ 
aeoBrdingtoouslom in all such oases estaMlshed, «very 
man baiHed <out fillenoe, in order to matntarin tranquillity ; 
whet) of a sudden (he door flew open, and the tittle 
courier straddled into'the apartment, eased to 4be middle 
in k pair of Hessian boots, which he -hod got 'iilto4foir die 
sake of expeditkni. 4n1iis righ{^ band he hM 4brth the 
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omiooat dispatclies, and with bb left grasped firmly the 
waistband of his galligaskins, which had unfortunately 

S'lTen way in the exertion of descending from his horse, 
e stumped resolutely up to the governor, and with more 
hurry than perspicuity delivered his message. But fortu- 
nately his ifl-tidmgs came too laCe to ru^e the tranquility 
of this most tranquil of rulers. His venerable excellency 
had just breathed and smoked his last— his lungs and his 
pipe having been exhausted together, and his peaceful soul 
having escaped in the last whiff that curled from his 
tobacco pipe. In a word, the renowned Walter the. 
tiottbter, ^ho had so often slumbered ^(Mth his con- 
tttnpotarie^ iM>v^ slept with his fatberd, atld Tfithefmnh 
Kicn goV^imed !a hi6 stead. 
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BOOK FOURTH. 

CONTAINING THE CHRONICLES OF THE REIGN OF 
WILLIAM THE TE8TT. 



CHAP. 1. 

Showing the nature of HiHory in Qmural; containing 

furthermore the universal acquirements of William the 

TeHffy and how a Man may learn so much as to render 

himself good for nothing. 

When the lofty Thucydides is about to enter On his 
description of the pla^e that desolated Athens, one of 
his modem commentators* assures the reader, tliat his 
history ^ is now goin; to be exceeding solemn, serious, 
and pathetic ; and hints, with that air of chuckling gi-atula- 
tion, with which a good dame draws forth a choice morsel 
from a cupboard to regale a favourite, that this plague 
will give his history a most agreeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me when I 
came to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hope, which 
I at once perceived to be the forerunner of a series of 
great events and entertaining disasters. Such are the 
true subjects for the historic pen. For what is history, in 
fact, but a kind of Newgate calendar, a register of the 
crimes and miseries that man has inflicted on his fellow- 
man ? It is a huge libel on human nature, to which we 
industriously add page after page^ volume after volume, 
as if we were building up a monument to the honour 
rather than the infamy of our species. If we turn over - 
the pages of these chronicles that man has written of 
himself, what are the characters dignified by the appelbu 
tion of great, and held up to the admiration of posterity ? 
—Tyrants, robbers, conquerors, renowned only for &e 
magnitude of their misdeeds, and the stupendous wrongs 
and miseries they have inflicted on mankind— warriors, 
who have hired themselves to the trade of blood, not from 

- Smyth's Tbucyd: Vol. I. 
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motlres of virtuous patriotism, or to protect the injured 
and defenceless, but merely Jto gain the vaunted glory of 
being adroit and successful in massacring their felloir 
bemgs ! What are the great events that constitute a glo- 
rious era? The fall of empires— the desolation of happy 
coiiotries— -splendid cities smoking in their ruins— the 
prou<le8t works of art tumbled in the dust — ^the shrieks 
and groans of whole nations ascending unto heaven ! 

It is thus the historians may be said to thi'ive on the 
miserieB of mankind— they are like the birds of j>rey that 
hover over the field of battle, to fatten on the mighty dea^. 
It was observed by a great projector of inland lock navt- 
gatMMi^ that riverfl, lakes, and oceans, were only formed to 
feed canals. In like manner I am tempted to believe, 
that plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, are 
ordained by Providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philosopher, in 
studyii^ the wonderful economy of nature, to trace the 
mutual dependencies of things, how they ai*e created reci* 
procally for each other, and how the most noxious and 
apparently unnecessary animal has its uses. Thus those 
swarms of flies, which are so often execrated as useless 
vermin, are created for the sustenance of spiders ; and 
spiders, on the other hand, are evidently made to devour 
flies. So those heroes who have been such pests in the 
world were bounteously provided as themes for the poet 
and the historian, while the poet and histoiian were des- 
tined to record the achievements of heroes. 

These and many similar reflections naturally arose in 
my miud as I took up my pen to commence the reign of 
William Xieft ; for now the stream of our history, which 
hitherto has rolled in a tranquil current, is about to 
depart for ever from its peaceful haunts, and brawl 
through many a turbulent and rugged scene. Like some 
sled^ ox, which, having fed and nttened in a rich clover 
field, lies suuk in luxurious repose, and will bear repe ated 
taunts and blows before it heaves its unweildy liml», and 
clumsily arouses from its slumbers ; so the province Of 
the Nieuw Mederlandts, being long thriven and gro^^ 
corpulent under the prosperous reign of the Doubtei*, nv^^ 
reluctantly awakened to a melanclwly conviction that, b 
patient sufferance, its grievances had become so numerou ^ 
and aggravating, that it was preferable to repel than 
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Mdinre thenk The reader will oow wkocM tlie ■Mmncr 
in whkh m peacefu) cenmuiiky advaaces to^atds a state 
«f war ^ which it i» too apt to a|^roach> as A horse doea 
a dnH% with much pranew^ and parade, btirtr wtlh Utile 
progvessy aad too aften with the wrong eud fofei^oft. 

WOMVf^MVB KiEFT, Who in 1M4 aaceaded the Oubei^ 
naiorial chair (to borrow a fiirroorite thottgh ckniwy appeU 
lation of modem pfaraseoloifists), was io fon% €8atare» 
and character, the very reycrse of Wonter Van Twiiler, 
his renowaed predecessor. He was of very vespeeitablc 
descent^ his lailiier beiag Inspeelcs' of WindnUls i« the 
aacienft town af Saardam ; aiiid 0w harts we a»6 toldk 
made very carious iavesiigatioaa kito the afrfjure and 
opcrath>a0 of those macMnes when a boy,i whiich is one 
feaaoa why he aftewards came to be so ii^cafi^us a 
govemer. His namey aocovding to the most ingenioas 
etymoAaipstti w«8 a ^^nraptioQ ofKpver, that is to say, a 
wrtmgier or ^iofiofi ftod expressed the here^lavy dispo* 
sit&tm of Ma fiupUy^ which, for nearly two centiiries^ had 
kept the. windy hnwo of Saardam in hot water, and prOf 
duabd more tartars and brimstones than any tea families 
in the {ilace; and so truly did Wilheknas Kieft inherit 
this family endowment, that he had scarcely been a year 
in the discharge of his gevernment, before In was uraver* 
sg|ly known by the appcUstioa of William ths Testy. 

He was a brisk, waspibli, likAe old geatlema% who had 
dribd and wijthered away, partly through .the natnral pro- 
cess of years, and partly from being parched and burned 
wp by hu Aery soul, whioh blazed like a Tehement msblieilit 
la his besom, constantly inciting him to Aiost vakNutis 
broil% altercations, and miaadventivres, I havO heaid it 
obsew^i bjf a profound and philosophical judge of human 
liaAiMe, that if » woman waxes fiit a^ she grows old, the 
tenure of her life Is very precarious' ; but if haply she 
witliar% 4he lives fisr ever % tfu^b likewise wan the case 
with WHliam the Tssty, wh^ giww tougher in pwportien 
aa lie dried. He was #oaM such a liltle Dutchman as wt 
may now and then see^ stumping briskly abont the atseets 
of ovr cityy in a broad>skirted coat, with buttons nearly as 
laiye as the shield of Ajaxi an old-lashioned cocfcdd hat 
Mkick on the hack of his heluli and a cane as bi^ as his 
chin. His visage was broad, bi»t his f(^t«ures ehai'p ; his 
Mfe tiimd «p with n most petulant ettrl ; hia cheeks, like 
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the regions of Te;ra dd fViego, were scqrdied ixito' t 
dmky I'ed—- doubtless, in consequence of the neiglibour- 
bood of two fierce little gprey eyes, through which Jfis 
torrid soul beamed as fervently as a tropical son blazing 
Aroogb a pair of burning glasses. The comers of lits 
mouth were curiously modetl^ into a kind of fret-work, 
not a IHUe resembling the wrindcled proboscis of an iri^ta- 
Me png dog \ in a word, he was one of die most positivey 
restless, ugly little men that ei^^er put himself in a. passion 
sbuut nothing. 

'Socfa were the personal .endowments of WOtiam thfi 
Testy ; ' but it was tlie steiiing riches of his mind that 
raised liim to dignity and powQ*. .In his yc^uth he had 
passed ^th grcSlt credit through a celebrated academy at 
thefbgue, tioted for prbducing finished schoUrs whh a 
despatch unequalled, except by certain of our Ameilcan 
coflieges, wtiich seem to manufacture bachelors of arts by 
some patent n^achine. Here he ^ku'mjshed very smartly 
on the frontiers df sevcnd of the sciences, and made so 
gallapt an inroad in the dead janguages, as to Mug. p# 
captive a host of Gre^ nouns and X^tin verbs, together 
witfi divers pithy saws and apophth€;gms ^ all which he 
C(MUi(anl1y -paraded in conversation and writhig, with as 
much vaip-glory {IS would a "triumphant geperal of yore 
display the spoils of the CQimtries he had ravished. He 
had moreover puz;^1ed himself considerably witli logic^ in 
which he liad advanced so far as to attain a very familiar 
acquaintance, by Uame at least, with the whole family of 
syRogisins and dilemmas; bnt what he chiefly v,u|ued bira- 
self on was his knowledge of metaphysics, in which having 
once upon a time ventured too deeply, -he came well nign 
being smothered in a slough of unintelligible learning— a 
fiearful peril, from the effects of which be never .j>erf^ctly 
I'ecovered. Sn plain words, "^iice many other pfofoiin^ 
intermeddlers iu this abstruse, bewildering science, he so 
confused .his brain with abt^ract speculations which 4ie 
could not comprehend, and artificial distinctions which he 
could not realize, that he could never think clearly on any 
subject, however shnpte, through the whole course of his 
Hfc afterwards. This, I must confess, was in some measure 
a misfortune, for he -never engaged in argument, of which 
he was exceeding fond, but what, dietween logical deduc- 
tions and metaphysical jargon, he soon involved himself 
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and hit subject in a fog of contradictions and perpleuties, 
and then would get into a mighty passion with his adver- 
sary for not being convinced gratis. 

It is in knowledge as in swimming^— he wlio ostenta- 
tiously sports and flounders on the surface makes more 
noise ana splashinry and attracts more attention^ than the 
industrious pearl diver, who plunges in search of treasured 
to the bottom. Tlie *< universal acquirements" of William 
Kieft were the subject of great marvel and admiration 
among his countrymen ; he figured about at the Hague 
with as mudi vain-glory as does a profound Bonze at 
Pekin, who has mastered half the letters of the Chinese 
alphabet ; and, in a word, was unanimously pronounced 
a unirersol ffeniut/'^l have known many universal 

fcniuses in [my time, though, to speak my mind freely, 
never knew one, who, for the ordinary purposes of life, 
was worth his weight in straw ; but for the purposes of 
government, a little sound judgment, and plain common 
sense, is wortb all the sparkling genius that ever wrote 
poetry, or invented theories. 

Strange as it may sound, therefore^ the vntiwrsal ac- 
quiremmiU of the illustrious Wilhelmus were very much 
in his way ; and had he been a less learned man, it is pos- 
sible he would have 'been a much greater governor. He 
was exceedingly fond of trying philosophical and political 
experiments : and having stuffed his head full of scraps 
and remnants of ancient republics, and oligarchies, and 
aristocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solon, and 
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary common- 
wealth of Plato, and the Pandects of Justinian, and a 
thousand other fragments of venerable antiquity, he was 
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of them 
into use ; so that, between one contradictory measure and 
another, he entangled the government of the little province 
of Nieuw Nederlandts in more knots, during his adminis- 
tration, than half a dozen successors could have untied. 

No sooner had this bustling little man been blown by a 
whiff of fortune in the seat of government, than he called 
together his council, and delivered a very animated speech 
on the affairs of the province. As every body knows what 
a glorious opportunity a governor, a president, or even an 
emperor has of drubbing his enemies in his speecheM, mes- 
sages, and bulletins, where he has the talk all on* his owa 




kide, t|iey may be sure me faigb-Biettled William fCkft 
i\A not sif ficr so favourable an occasiun fo escaipe hw^ 
Sif ermciq^ Ibat gallantry of tongue common to all able 
.legU/bton. B^ore he commenced, it is recorded that he 
took out bis pocket handkerchief, and gare a very souorons 
lilast of the nose, according to tbe iisnal custom of great 
orators. This, in general, I beliere, is intended as a 
siffoal tmmpe^ to call the attention of the auditors ; but 
wBh 'William the Testy it boarted a more classic causey 
^r lie 'had read of the singular expedient of that ftmons 
deipagogneCaiu3Ciracchu8, who, when be harfwgned the 
Homan populace, modulated bis tones by an .oratoricill 
4ute or pitch-pipe. 

This preparatory symphony being peifcrme^s he com- 
menced by expressing an bumble sense of his .own want 
of talents, his utter unworthiness of the honom* cpnfi^rred 
npon him, and bis humiliating incapacity to discharge the 
important duties of 'his new station : in Aeart^ he expressed 
so contemptible an opinion of bimsdf, that many simpte 
country members present, ignorant tluit these wei-e mere 
words of course, always used on sudi occasions, were very 
uneasy, and even feh wrath that he should accept an office 
.for which he was consciously so inadequate. 
. He then proceeded in a manner liigfaly classic, f»ro- 
tbuQdly erudite, and nothing at all to the purpose 3 being 
nothing more .than a pompous account of all the govern* 
ment0 of ancient Greece^ aad the wars of Rome and Car- 
<th^e, together with tbe rise and fall of sundry outlandish 
empires, about which the assembly knew no moi'e tb^n 
their great .grandehildren who were yet uilborn. llius 
Jiaviqg, sifLer the manner of yOur le^rpejl orators, convinced 
tbe audience that he was a man of many words and great 
erudition, he at length caine to the less important part of 
his speech, the situation of (he province y and bci-e he spon 
worked hfmse|f into a fearfiil rajge againist the Yankees, 
whom ;he . compared to the Gauu who desolated Rom^ 
and the Goths and V^udals who overi^n tl|e fairest ))laius 
of Europ0— nor did he forget ,to fpent4ot\, in ternys of 
adequate opproViupa, tbe insolence witb which they'bafl 
encroached' upqu the territories qf J^fe^v Tfethei'lands, an^ 
the unparalleled 9udacit^ with Which they l^ad commencdl 
the town of New Plymuuib, and planted the.oniou pfitchtii 
t(f 'Weathersfield under the very walls of Foit Croed fl66jji. 
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HaviiiKf IfauB artfally wrought vip his tale of terror to a 
dimaxy he assumed a self-satisfied look, and declared, 
with a nod of knowing import, thai; he had taken measures 
to put a final stop to these encroachments— that he had 
been obliged to have recourse to a dreadful ensine of 
warfiure, lately invented, awful in its effects, but authorized 
by direful necessity. Jn a word, he was resolved to conquer 
the Yank ee s b y proclamation. 

For this purpose he had; prepared a tremendous instru- 
ment of the kmdr ordering, commanding, and e^joinin^ 
the intruders aforesaid forthwith to remove, depart, %ad 
withdraw from the districts, regions, and territories afore- 
said, under pain of suffering all the penalties, forfeituresy 
and punishments in such case made and provided, &c. 
This proclamation, he assured them, would at once exter- 
minate the enemy from the iace of tlie country ; and he 
pledged his valour as a governor, that within two months 
after it was published, not one stone should remain on 
another in any of the towns which they had built. 

The council remained for some time silent after he had 
finished; whether struck dumb with admiration at the 
brilliancy of his project, or put to sleep by the length of 
hu harangue, the history of the times doth not mention. 
Suffice iV to say, they at length gave a general grrunt of 
acquiescence; die 'proclamation was immediately des- 
patched with due ceremony, having the great seal of the 
province, which was about the size of a buckwheat pan- 
cake, attached to it by a broad red riband. Gfovemor Kieft, 
having thus vented his indiraatiou, felt greatly relieved-^ 
adjourned the council sine m,— 'put on his cocked hat and 
corduroy small-clothes, and^ mounting a tall raw boned 
.charger, trotted out to his country seat, which was situated 
in a sweet, sequestered swamp, now called Dutch jStreet, 
but more commonly known by the name of Dog^s Misery. 
' Here, like the good Numa, he reposed from the toik 
of legislation, takins lessons in government, not fi'ona the 
Nymph Egeria, but from the honoured wife of his bosom ; 
who was one of that peculiar kind of females, sent upon 
earth a little before the flood, as a punishment for the sins 
of mankind, and commonly known by the appellation of 
knowing women. In fiict, my duty as an historian obliges 
me to make known a circumstance which was a great 
secret^t the time, and consequeutly was not a subject of 




Bcandal at more than half the- tea tables of New Amster. 
daaHy but whirb, like many other great secrets, has leaked 
out in the lapse of years ; and this was, that the great 
Wilhelmas the Testy, though one of the most potent little 
men that ever breathed, yet submitted at home to a species 
of government, neither laid down in Aristotle nor Plato ; 
m short, it partook of the nature of a pure, unmixed 
tyranny, and is familiarly denominated petticoat govern" 
rnent. An absolute sway, which, though exccSedingly 
common in these modem days, was very rare among the 
ancientfl, if we may judge from the rout made about the 
doinestic economy ot honest Socrates, which is the only 
ancient case on record. 

The great Kieft, however, warded off all the sneers and 
sarcasms of his particular friends, who are ever ready to 
joke with a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging 
that it was a government of bis own election, to which he 
submitted through choice; adding at the same time a 
profound maxim which be had found in an ancient author, 
tint ** he who would aspire to govern, should first learn 
too&ey.'' 



CHAP. II. 

In which are recorded the eage projects of a Ruler of 

nniversal Geniue. The Art of Fighting by Prockmation 

^^nd how that the valiant Jacobus Van Curlet came to 

be foully dishonoured at Fort Goed Hoop, 

Nbyeb was a more comprehensive, a more expeditious, 
or, what b still better, a more economical measure devised, 
than this, of defeating the Yankees by proclamation : an 
expedient, likewise, so humane^ so gentle, and pacific, 
there were ten chances to one in favour of its succeeding, 
bnt then there was one chance to ten that it would . not 
succeed : as the ill-natured fates would have it, that single 
chance carried the day ! The proclamation was perfect 
in all its parts, well constructed, well written, well sealed, 
and wdl published— all that was wanting to insvre its 
effect was, that the Yankees should stand in awe of it ; 
but, provoking to relate, they treated it with th# most 
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Sibsotute contempt, apjiAied it to an nnseemly pnrpose, anfl 
thus did tbe first warlike prodamation come to a fllhameAd 
end— a fate i»hich, 1 am credibly Informed^ has beftillcp 
but too many of its successors. 

It was a long time before \^Ihelmu8 Kiefl coaM lie 
persuaded, by the united efforts of all his oounsellorBy that 
nis war measures bad failed in producing any eflfect. Oiii 
tbe contrary, be flew in a passion whenever any one dnrad 
to question its efficacy ; anid swore, that though it was aloiir 
in operating, yet when onoe it began to wock, ft woM 
soon piirge the land of these rapacious intmdera. 'Tim^ 
however, that test of all experiments both in 'philosopli^ 
and politics,, alleogth convinced the great Kiefty ttMb }m 

Cciamation 'was abortive 3 and tha^ notwithstanding he 
waited four years in a state of constant irritatSoo, vei 
he was rtHl further off than ever from the Object of \A^ 
wishes. His implacable' adversaries in the east became 
more and more troublesome in their encroai^hmebtsy and 
founded the tbrivine colony of Hartford^ close u|K>n thp 
skirts of Fort Gocd Hoop. They moreover commence^ 
the fair settlement of Newhaven (alias the Red mni) 
within the domains of their high mightinesses— 'whtle the 
onion patches of Pyquacg were a continual eyesore to the 
garrison of Van Curlet. Upon behohling, theiefore^ the 
inefficacy of his measiwe, the vge Kidt, like many a 
worthy practitioner of physic, laid the blamey not to the 
medieiDe,<but the qvanlity^ddiiMlend) watd mt a ikm 



resolved todovble the dose. 

In tiie^year 1688, tfaefeCsn, ^timt ihekig i«he •teartii fev 
of ins reign, hefidnimted nguimt'thBi «a«aDiiMl procla. 
mation, of heavier metal thui the former ^ written in 
thundering long sentences, not one word tif whidi was 
nnder five syHables. This, in fiset, was a kind of non-inter- 
course bill, forbidding and i>rolnbiting all coomierce catt 
•connexion, between any and every >of the -said Yaiicce 
fetmdera, and the said fortifted iKMit of Fort 'Goed "Hoop:} 
nnd ordering, comnanding, and advising all 'his truiftyy 
loyal, [and -wctl beloved sntigectSy to fnmish them with tto 
eupplies of gin, i^ngerbread, or aovr crout y to biiy none 
^'their pacing horses, meaaly pork, apple bnmdy^ 'Ym^Eee 
vfufl^tldcr water, apple sweetmeati^'WeathersfieldODiqiis, 
■oir #(>otfen 'bowls ; but to starve and (^cteniiioate 
from tie face of the land. 
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Another pause of a twelreinonth ensued, duiing which 
the last proclamation received the same attention, and 
experienced the same fate as the first ^ at the end of which 
term, the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet despatched his an. 
nual messenger, with his customary budget of complaints 
and entreaties. Whether the regular interval of a year, 
intervening between the arrival of Van Curlef s couriers, 
was occasioned by the systematic regularity of his move- 
ments, or by the immense distance at which he was 
felationed from the seat of governnjiait, is a matter of 
uncertainty. Some have ascribed it to the slowness of his 
messengers, wh<^ as I have before noticed, were chosen 
from tlw shortest and fattest of his garrison, as least likely 
to be worn out on the road ; and who, being pursy, short- 
winded little men, generally travelled fifteen miles a 
day, and then laid by a whole week— to rest. All these, 
however, are matters of conjecture ; and 1 rather think it 
may be a8crit>ed to the immemorial maxim of this worthy 
toiintry, and which has ever influenced all its public 
tmiBactions— not to do things in a hurry. 

The gallant Jacobus Van Curlet in his despatches respect- 
fully represented, that several years had now elapsed since 
hia first application to his late excellency, the renowned 
Woiiler VanTwiller^ during which interval bis garrison 
had been reduced nearly one-eighth, by the death oC two 
of his most valiant and corpulent soldiers, who had acci- 
dentally over-eaten themselves on some fat salmon, caught 
m the Varsche River. He further stated, that the enemy 
persisted in their inroads, taking no notice of the fort 
or its inhabitants, but squatting themselves down, and 
forming settlements all around it; so that, in a little while, 
he shonld find himself enclosed and blockaded by the 
enemy, and totally at their mercy. 

But amon^ the most atrocious of his grievances, 1 find 
the following still on recoi-d, which may serve to show the 
bloody-minded outrages of these savage intruders. <* In 
the mean time, they of Hartford have not onely usurped 
and taken in the lands of Connecticott, although unrighte- 
ously and against the kawes of nations, but have hindered 
our nation in sowing theire owne purchased broken up 
lands, but have also sowed them with corne in the night, 
whicb the Netherkinders had broken up and intended to 
■owe J and have beaten the servants of the high and mighty 
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the honored companie, wbich were lB|V>uriuj; upon Iheur^ 
masters* lande^ frum tbeire lands, wifli stidcs and plow 
staves, in hostile manner lanting, and amou|f8t the res^ 
struck Ever Duckings*^ a hole iu Jiis bead, with a sticky 
aoe that the blood ran dowue very stmipgly dvwB^ uppp 
his body.** 

But what is stiQ more atrocious— 

« Those of Hartford sold a hogg;^ that belonged to the 
honored companie, under pretence .that it had eftt^ 
of fheire grounde gra8% when they had uot any foot 
of inheritance. They proffered the hogg .for bs, if thi9 
commissioners would have given bs. for damage j whicb 
l!he commissioners denied, because uoe man*8 owoe hogg 
(as men use to 6ay) can trespass upon his o.wne master 9 
grounde f.** 

The receipt of this melancholy intelligence inceosed ih» 
whole community— there was sbmethipg in it that vpoki? 
to the dull comprehensions, and touched the obtuse f^^ 
ings even of the puissant vulgar, who generally retj^uuj^y^ 
kick in the rear to awaken their slumbeviag dignity^ 1 
have known my profound fellow citizens bear withput 
murmur a thousand essential infringements of their ^Kht^* 
merely because thc^ were not immediafelyobvioua to uvaff 
senses: but the moment the unlucky Pearce wa9 rsftpt 
upon our coasts, the whole body ^litic was in, a ferment ; 
so the enlightened Nederlanders, though tHey had tr^te4 
the eucroadiments of (heir eastern neighbours with but 
little regard, and left their quilUvaliant . governor to jbear 
the whole brunt of the war with his single pen ; yet mow 
every individual felt his head broken ih the broken head 
of Duckings-F>and the unhappy fate uf tbeii* fellow citizen 
the hog, being impressed, carried, and sold intp captivity, 
awakened a grunt of sympathy from every bosom* 

The governor and council, goaded by the claQiovtrs of 
die multitude, now sat themselves earnestly to delilMei.^te 
upon what was to be done. Proclamations had at length 
fallen into temporary disrepute ; som^ were for sonding 
the Yankees a tribute, as we make . peace offerings to the 
petty Barbary powers, or as the Indians so^criftce to the 

« This name is no doubt mis-spelt. In some oM Dtiteh M08. tff 
the time, we find the osan» of .Evflrt Diiyokijigii, who is €MqM«. 
tioaably the unfortuaate hero above alluded to. 

t Hai. Col. Stat. Pass. 
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ikriL Others were for buying tbem out ; but this was 
cppqaedy as it would be acknowled{|^ng their title to the 
latia ihlef had seized. A variety of measures were, as 
ifsiUlt ih Btich cAses, proposed^ discussed, and abandoned; 
and the council had at last to adopt the means, which 
Being the most common and obvious, iiad been knowingly 
overlooked: for your amazing acute politicians are for 
ever looking through telescopes, which only enabfe them 
to see such objects as arc far off and unaftainabfe ; but 
whtch Incapacifafe them to sec such things as are in their 
reacby and obvious to all simple folks, who are content to 
look with the naked eyes heaven has given them. Tlie 
profbudd eoudcil, as i hflve said, in their pursuit after 
jack-^Manterns, accidentally stumbled on the very mea- 
stfre they were in need of; which was, to raise a body of 
tMOpB, And despatch them to the relief and reinforcement 
df Che gatrison. This measure was carried into such 
prompt operation, tliat in less than twelve months the 
irhrofe expedition, ^ftslsting of a serjebnt and , t\i'erve 
itien, ^aa ready to march ; and was reviewed for that 
purpose itt the public square, now known by the name 
of the Bowling Green. Just at this juncture the whole 
community was thrown into consternation by'thesndden 
arrival of the gallant Jacobns Van Gurlet; who came 
straggling into town at the head of his crew of tatterde- 
malions, and bringing the melttneholy tidings of h'ls own 
defeat, and the capture of the redoubtable post of Fort 
Ooed Hoop by the ferocious Tankees. 

1%e fate clt this important fortress is an impressive 
wamidg to atl miKtai^ commanders. It was neither 
carried hy stOrm oor fttniiM ; no practicable breach was 
eflected by cannon or mines; no magazines were blown 
up by red-hot shot ; nor were the barracks demoliahad, 
or (lie garrison destroyedi by the buwting of bomb-sbella. 
In fact, the place was taken by a stratagem no less singu- 
lar than effectual j and one that can never feil of success,, 
whenever an opportunity occurs of putting it iu practice. 
Happy am I to add, for the credit of our illustrious ances- 
tors, Qiat it was a stratagem, which though it impeached 
the vigilance, yet left the bravery of the .intrepid Van 
Cnrlet and his. garrison perfectly free from repi'oacli. 

It appears that the crafty Yankees, having heard of 
the reguuu* habits of the garrison, watched a favourable 



132 iiiSToa%' or 

opportunity, and silently introduced themselFes into the 
tort, about the middle of a suttry day; when its vigilant 
defenders, having gorged themselves with a hearty dinner, 
and smoked out their pipes, were one and all snoriog^ 
most obstreperously at their posts, little dreaming of so 
disastrous an occurrence. The enemy most inhumanly 
seized Jacobus Van Curlet and IRs sturdy myrmidons by 
the nape of the neck, gallanted them to the gate of the 
fort, and disoiiased them severally, with a kick on the 
crupper, as Charles the Twelfth dismissed the heavy 
bottomed Russiansy after the battle of Narva^-Kinly taking 
care to g^ve two kicks to Van Curlet, as a signal mark 
of distinction. 

A strong garrison was immediately established in the 
fort, consisting of twenty long-sided, hard-fisted Yankees, 
with Weathersield onions stuck in their hats, by way 
of cockades and feathers — ^long rusty fowling pieces for 
muskets— hasty pudding, dumb fish, pork, and molaases, 
for stores j and a huge pumpkin was hoisted on the end 
of a pole, as a standard-— liba'ty caps not having as yet 
come into fashion. 



CHAP. III. 

CcfHtaining thefearfvX wraih of William the Testf^ wnd 
the great dolor qf the New Amtterdammers^ becauee of 
the affaire of Fort Goed Hoop. — And moreover how 
> William the Teety did strongly fortify the City. -^Toge- 
ther with the exploits ofStoffel Brinkerkoff. 

Language cannot express the prodigious fury into which 
the testy Wilhelmus Kieft was thrown by this provoking 
intelligence. For three good hours the rage of (he little 
man was too great for words, or rather the words were 
too great for him ; and he was nearly choked by some 
dozen hu^ mis-shapen, nine cornered Dutch oaths, that 
crowded all at once into his gullet. Having btazed'off 
the first broadside, he kept up a constant firing for thi-ee 
whole days-^anathematizing the Yankees, man, woman, 
and child, body and soul, for a set of dieven, schobbe- 
jaken, deugenieteu, twist.zoekeren, loozen-sclialken, blaes- 
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kakeoy kakJceo^bedden, and a thousand other namesy of 
which, unfortunately for posterity, history does not naake 
particular mention. Finally, he swore that he would have 
nothing more to do with such a squatting, building, 
guessing, questioning, swapping, pumpkin-eating, mo- 
lasaes-cUubing, shingle-splitting, cider- watering, horse- 
jockeying, notion-p^dling crew— that they might stay 
at Fort Goed Hoop and rot, before he would dirty his 
hands by attempting to dri^e* them away j in proof of 
which he ordered the new raised troops to ' be marched 
Ibrthwith into winter quarters, although it was not as yet 
quite midsummer. Governor Kieft faithfully kept his word, 
and his adrersaries as faithfully kept their post; and 
thus the glorious river Connecticut, and all the gay valleys 
through which it rolls, together with the salmon, shad, 
and other fish within its waters, fell into the bands of 
the victorious Yankees, by whom they are held at this 
very day. 

Great despondency seized upon the city of New Am- 
sterdam in consequence of these melancholy events. The 
name of Yankee became as terrible among our eood an- 
cestors as was that of Gaul among the ancient Romans : 
and all the sage old women of the province used it as a < 
bugbear, wherewith to frighten their unruly childcen into 
obedience. 

The eyes of all the province were now turned upon 
their governor, to know what he would do for the protec- 
tion of the common weal, in these da}'8 of darkness and 
peril. Great apprehensions prevailed among the reflec- 
ting part of the community, especially the old women, that 
these terrible warriors of Connecticut, not content with 
the conquest of Fort Goed Hoop, would incontinently 
march on to New Amsterdam and take it by storm^-and 
as these old ladies, through means of the governor's 
spouae, who, as has been already hinted, was << the better 
horse,** had obtained considerable influence in public af- 
lun» keeping the province under a kind of petticoat 
govemment, it was determined that measures should be 
taken for the effective fortification of the city. 

Nov it happened that at this time there sojourned in 
New Amsterdam one Anthony Van Corlear*, a jolly Hi 

* David Pietrex De Vri^, in his *' Reyze user Nieuw-Nederlandt 
oodtr het year 1640/* makes mcDtion of one Corlear, a tranpeter ia 

If 
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Dutch trumpetcFy of a pleasant biu-lcy visage, fanioua fo« 
hb long wiiid and his hug;e whiskcrR ; and who, as thti 
stoi'y goes, coiild twang so potently upon his instrumenl 
as to produce an effect upon all wilhia hearing, as tbongJU 
tea thousand bagpipes were singing most lustily i^ the 
nose. Him did the fllustrious Kieft pick out as the mau' 
of all the world, and most fitted to be the cbampioa of 
New Amsterdam, an^ to garrison its fort; making Kttle 
doubt but that his instrument would be as effectual and 
offensive in war as was that of the Paladin Astolpho, w. 
the more classic. horn of Alecto. It would have done one> 
heart go#d to have seen the governor snapping his fingers 
and fidgeting with delight, while his sturdy trumpeter 
strutted up and down the ramparts, fearlessly twanging, 
his trumpet in the face of the whole world, Uce a tSdce, 
f alorous editor, daringly insulting all the principalities, 
and powers on the olher side of the Atlan^c^ . 

Nor was he content with thus strongly garrisoning the 
Ibrl^ but he likewise added exceedingly to its strengSi by 
furnishing it with a formidable batt^ of quaker guns-** 
rearing a stupendous flag-staff in the centre, w^ic£ over, 
topped ike whole city^-«and moreoff«r by building a great, 
wmdmill on one of the bastions.* This last, to be sure, 
was somewhat of a novelty in the art of fortific^ion, but 
as I have already observed, William Kieft was m^taiiripuB 
fiir innovations and experunents, and trudit^g^i^ dq a^ffirm 
that he was much given to mechaiiical inventions'— cok- 
fltmcting patent smok&jacfcs— «arts that went before the 
ho racii a nd especially erected windmills, for i which 
maffhinfs he had afrcjfiired a singular predilection in his 
native town of Saardam. 

All these scientific vagaries of the little gpTeiraor wo-e 
oried 0^ with.^oitacy by his adherents, ai| pnoof^ of his 
universal genius^ but th^e were not wanting ilUnat«n^ 
gnim|»lenb -who railed at him as employing his mind in 
6urolons.pifnBuM% and devoting th«t jlime to smoke-jacks 
and windm^,; w^cb should have b^n occupied in the 

* r 

Fort Amsterdua, wl»» gw« nam^ to Codear's Ho»k» and li^o vu,. 
doabUesBs, tbiB flame cbsueopion, described by Mr. Knickerbockor.— 
£ditor. 

, •!}» ¥tte#iiMftittmis tHattkts windmill stoodon thesonltiMaBt tai- 
tion, and it is likewise to be seen, tog^ether with the flag-stiff, in 
i«rt* ihiiflier*s ¥1ew of New-Amsterdam, pr^iiitcd (o hrsW^^.* 
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inuL'e iin|Mir(aiit coiUi-riis of the proviucc. Nay, they even 
went MO fat' as to hint oiice or twice, that his hcaa^was 
turned by his experiments, and that he realty thought to 
nianaj^e his {government us he did his mWU — by mere 
wind !— Such is the illiberality and slander to which 
enlightened rulers arc ever subject. 

^twithstanding aU the measures, therefore, of William 
the Testy, to place the city in a posture of defence, the in- 
habitants continued iu great alarm and despondency. But 
Fortune, who seems always cai'eful, in tbe very nick of 
time, to throw a bone for Hope to feed upon, that the 
starveling elf may be kept alive, did about this time crown 
(he arms of the province with success in another quarter^ 
and thus cheered the drooping hearts of the forlorn Neder- 
landers ; otherwise there is no knowing to what lengths 
they might 'have gone in the excess of their sorrowintff-^ 
^ for grief,** says the profound liistorian of the seven 
champions of Christendom, *' is companion with despair^ 
and despair a procurer of infamous death !** 

Among the numerous inroads of the Moss-trooperi of 
Connecticut, which for some time past hod occasioned 
such great tribulation, I should particularly have mea- 
f ioncd a settlement made on the eastern part of Long- 
Island, at a place which, from the peculiar excellence of 
ils shell fish, was called Oyster Bay. This was attacking 
fbe province in the most sensible party and occasioned great 
agitation at New Amsterdam. 

It in an incontrovertible fact, well known to skilful 
physiologists, that the high road to the a^Tection^ is 
through (be throat : and this may be accoantied for on the 
same principles^ which I have already quoted in my stric- 
tures on fat aldermen. Nor is the fact unknown to the 
world at large i and hence do we observey that the auiiest 
way to gain the hearts of the million is to feed them well 
— and tbat a roan is never so disposed to 6atter, to please^ 
and serve another, as when he is feeding at his expence j 
which is one reason why your rich men, who give frecjuent 
dinners, have such abundance of sincere and faithful 
friends. It is on this principle that our knowinj^ leaders 
of parties secure the affections of their partisans, by 
rewarding them bountifully with loaves and fishes ; and 
(lit rap the suffrages of the greasy mob, by treating them 
with bull featits and roasted oxen. I have known many 

n2 
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a^msn, in this same tity, acquire coosiderable importance 
iu Hociety, and usurp a large share of the good-will of his 
fellow citizens, when the only thing that could be said in 
his eulogium was, <* that he gave a good dinner and kept 
excellent wine.** 

Since then the heart and the stomach are so nearly 
allied, it follows conclusively that what affects the one must 
sympathetically affect the other. Now it is an equally 
incontrovertible fact, that of all offerings to the stomach, 
there is none more grateful than the testaceous marine 
animal, known commonly by the vulgar name of Oyster. 
And in such gi'cat reverence has it ever been held by my 
gormandizing fellow-citizens, that temples have been dedU 
eated to it, time out of mind, in every street, lane, and 
alley throughout, this well fed city. It is not to be 
expected, therefore, that the seizing of Oyster Bay, a place 
abounding witli their favourite delicacy, would be tole* 
rated by the inhabitants of New Amsterdam. An attack 
upon their honour they might have pardoned j even the 
massacre of a few citizens might have been passed over 
in silence ; but an outrage that affected the larders of the 
great city of New Amsterdam, and threatened the stomachs 
of its corpulent burgomasters, was too serious to pass 
unreveng«l. The whole council was unanimous in 
opinion ; that the intruders should be immediately driven 
by force of arms from Oyster Bay and its vicinity, and a 
detachment was accordingly despatched for the purpose, 
under command of one Stoffel Brinkerhoff, or Brinker- 
hoold (i. e. Stoffel, the head breaker) ; so called because 
he was a man of mighty deeds, famous throughout the 
whole extent of Nieuw I^ederlandts for his skill at qnar- 
terstaff ; and for size he would have been a match for Gol- 
brand, the Danish champion, slain by Guy of Warwick. 

Stoffel Brinkerhoff was a man of few words but prompt 
actions— one of your straight going officers, who march 
directly forward, and do their orders without making any 
parade about it. He used no extraordinary speed in his 
movements, but trudged steadily on, through Nineveh and 
Babylon, and Jericho and Patchog, and the mighty town 
of Quag, and various other renowned cities of yore, which, 
by some unaccountable witchcraft of the Yankees, have 
been strangely transplanted to Long Island, until he arrived 
in the neighbourhood of Oyster Bay. 
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Hare was he eMMmurcd liy a 'tMBuHttouH hoftt oC 
««lnMit warriors, headed by Pretored Fitb, and HtSbMaik 
lifttMar, and Return Strong, and Zerubbabel Fisk^ and 
imMthmi Doolittle, and Determined Cock!— -At the 
Mund of whose names the coarageous Stoffel verily be^ 
liev«d that the whole parliament of Praise God Barebones 
, had been let loose to diseomftt him. Findings, however^ 
that this foraridable body was composed OMrely of the 
** selMt men" of the settlemeat, armed with no other 
w^sipon bat their tongues, and that they had issued forth 
wlO»'nb other intent tiian to meet him on the field of argu- 
iKfiit-^e ^udteeded in putting them to route with little 
difficulty, and completely broke up their settlement. With* 
out waiting to vrrite an account of his victory on the spoty 
and thus letting the enemy-sKp through his fingers, while 
he was securing his own laurels, as a more experienced 
general would have done, the brave Stoffel thought of 
nothing but compleling his enterprise, and utterly driving 
the Yankees from the island. This hardy enterprise he 
performed in much the same manner as he had been accus- 
tomed to drive his oxen j for as the Yankees fled before 
Itim, lie piilled up his breeches and trudged steadily after 
them, and would infiUlibly have driven them into the 
sea, had they not hegged for quarter, and agreed to pay 
tribute. 

The news of this achievement was a seasonable restora- 
Hve to the spirits of the citizens of New Amsterdam. To 
gratify (hem still more, the governor resolved to as^opish ^ 
them i^ith one of those gorgeous ^pfectacles, knoVp m the* 
dilys of classic antiquity, ai full account of .which had been 
flogged into his memory when a schoolboy at the Hague; 
A grand ti'iumpb, therefore, was decreed to Stofial Brin- 
Icerhoofl*, who made his triumphant entrance into town 
riding on a Naraganset pacer : five pumpkins, which, Wf» 
Roman eagles, had served the enemy for standards, were 
carried before him-— fifty cart-loads of oysteits Ave hun- 
dred bushels of Weath^rsfield onions, a hundred quintals 
of codfiA, two hogsheads of molasses, and various other 
treasures, were exhibited as the spoils and tribute of the 
Yanliees ; while three notorious counterfeiters of Man- 
hattan notes* wei« led captives to grace the hero^stsiumpii* 

• 

• This is ouc of those trivial auachioulsms that uow ao<l.tb«p 
occur in the course of thib otherwise autlicotic history. How could 
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The proceuion was ealiveued by martial musk, fron the 
trumpet uf AnUiooy Van Cktrlear* the champioD, acQMn- 
panied by a select band of boys and negroes, performing 
on the national instrument 'of rattle>bonei and clam-shells. 
The citizens devoured the spoils in sb^er gladness of heart 
— ^very man did honour to the conqueror by getting 
devoutly drunk on New-£ngland rum } and the learned 
Willielmus Kieft calling to mind, in a momentary fit of/ 
enthusiasm and generosity, that it was customary among 
the ancients to Iwnour their victorious general with public 
statues, passed a gracious ilecree, by which every tavern- 
keeper was peimitted to paint the head of the intrepid 
Stqfrel on his sign ! 



CHAP. VI. 

PhUatopkictU Refleeiiont <m the Folly of being kappff 
in timet of Proeperity. — Svndry Troultlet on the Souihem 
FroHiiere.-^How WiUiam the Teaty had weU nigh ruined 
the Province through a caJbaUuHc word.-^Ae aUo the 
Herd expedition ^ Jan Janeen Alpendamf and hie 

aetonishing Reward. 

If we could but get a peep at the tally of Dame Fortune^ 
where, like a notable landlady, she regularly chalks up 
the debtor and creditor accounts of mankind, we should 
find that, upon the whole, good and evil are pretty nearly 
balanced in this world : and though we may for a long 
while revel in the very lap of prospetity, the time will at 
length come, when we must ruefully pay off the reckon- 
ing. Fortune^ in fact, is a pestilent shrew, and withal a 
most inexorable creditor ; for though she may indulge her 
favourites in long credits, and overwhelm tliem with her 
favours, yet sooner or later she briogs up her arrears, 
with the rigour of an experienced publican, and washes 
out her scores with their tears. *< Since,^^ says good old 
Boetius, in his Consolation of Philosophy, ** since no man 
can retain her at his pleasure, and since her flight is so 

Manfaaltan notes be coaaterfeited, when as yet Banks were nnknown 
in tbia country a n d our atniple prugenitors had not efea dfeamed 
of those ineiUuuistible nines of paper opulence t— Friat Dev. 
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deeply lamented, -what tare her favours but sure prognostic 
cations of approaching trouble and calamity ? 

There is nothing tmit more moves my contempt at the 
stupidity and want of reflection of my fellow men, than 
to behold thcan rqoicing, and indulging in security and 
ielf-contidenoe, in times of prosperity. To a wise man, 
who is blessed with the light of reason, those are the very 
moments of anxiety and apprehension ; well knowing that, 
according to the system of things, happiness is at b^t but 
transient ; and that the higher be is elevated by the capri- 
cions breath of fortune, the lower must be his propor- 
tionate depression. Whereas, he who is overwhelmed by 
calamity has the lew chance of encountering iresh disas- 
ters, as a man at the bottom of a ladder runs very little risk 
of breaking his neck by tumbling to the top. 

• This is the very essence of true wisdom, which consists 
in knowing when we ought to be miserable ; and was dis- 
covered much about the same time with that invaluable 
secret, ^ that every thing is vanity and vexation of spirit j** 
in consequence of which maxim your wise men have ever 
been the unhappiest of the human i-ace j esteeming it as an 
infellible mark of genius to be distressed without reason ; 
since any man may be miserable in time of misfortune, 
but it is the philosopher alone who can discover cause for 
grief in the very hour of prosperity. 

According to the principle I have just advanced, we 
find that the colony of New Netherlands, which, under 
the reign of the renowned Van Twiller, had flourished in 
such alarmii^ and fatal serenity, is now paying for its 
former ■ welfare, and discharging the enormous debt of 
comfort which it contracted. Foes harass it from difiereot 
quarters; the city of New Amsterdam, while yet in its 
infancy, is kept in constant alarm ; and its valiant com- 
mander, William the Testy, aoswers the vulgar but expres- 
sive idea of << a man in a peck of troubles.^* 

While busily engaged repelling his bitter enemies the 
Yankees, on one side, we find him suddenly molested in 
another quarter, and by other assailants. A vagrant 
colony of Swedes, under the conduct of Peter Minnewits, 
and professing allegiance to that redoubtable vuttgo, Chris- 
tina, queea of Sweden, had settled themselves and erected 
a fmrt on south (or Delaware) river ; within the boundaries 
claimed by the govervoMnt of the New Nctherlaods. His- 



i' >. 






mmmm^^mmm^^^^f^^^^mmmm^^mmmmm 



14« 

tory is in«|teii8 to tlie|Nirticakrstiif their fint landing, ami 
their real preteasmiiB to ike soil ; and tfab is the metres 
beiitmeiited, as tfiis seme'Colony of Swedes wiH heraafter 
be fband noat materially to aifiee^ not only the mtvMstsref 
the Nederiandersy but of the work! at barge ! 

in whatever maaMr, thciefore, this ^agab and colony «f 
Swedes first took poMession of tfae/ooiintr3^ it is eeirtdin 
that hi 1088 they ^stahlisfaed a imi, and BUnnewils, 
according to the off-hand usage of his contemporaneai 
deohu'ed 'himself governor of all the adjacent coMnlay^ 
onderthe name of the province of Vwm ^8wBI>■lr. 4lio 
«K>ner did this reach the cars of the choleric WUhelsBraS) 
IliKn, like a tme apiirited ohieflain, heimmedinteiy Inroke 
fnto a violent rage, and calling rtogethertds cenncil, behu 
boured the Swa&s most Instily, in thelhrngest apesch tliat 
had ever been heard in the colony, stncethe nueniarable 
diopate of Ten B reeche a and Tongh Braeebaa. Havingthiaa 
gfffen vent to the first ebaltitions of bis indignation, he had 
resort to his favourite measnre of prodUanatioiiy and 
despatched tone piping hot, in the first year of his mgn, 
lilfdvmiiiV^Peter Minnewits, that the whole territory border* 
ing on the sonth river, had, time out of mind, been in 
possession of the Dutch colonists, having been ^ beset with 
Ibrtk, and eealed with their btood.*' 

Tlie latter sanguinary sentence would convey an idea of 
direful war and bloodshed, were we not (relieved by the 
liifbf«iaCion,4hat it merely related to a fray, in which sone 
half a dozen Bfitchmen bad been kilied by the Indiana, in 
tfaeir*bettevolent attempts to establish a colony and pronoto 
civilization. By this it will be seen that WiUhnu Ki^ 
fhoagh'a vei^ small 'man, deligbted in big expnosaiew^ 
and wa6 much gii^n to a praiseworthy figure >in rhetofi^ 
fjtHKHnOHj cultivated by your little great men, called hyper* 
b(rte. A figure whidb had been found of iofinite aerviae 
among many of his class, and which has helped to swell 
the grandeur of many a mighty, self-important, but windy 
diitf l uag i atra te. Nor can I resist in this plaee^ frotti 
MMTvih^ how much my beloved country is indebtod to 
tlfis same fighre of hyperbole,^ for supporting certain of 
htt greatest characters— «fateBmeii, oratoiv, civiimn% and 
Htvines ; who, by dint tff big woi^^ infiacled periods, snd 
windy doctrines, are kept aAoat on the surfhce of sooHly^ 
as -ignoniiit '^wlniBiers ani buoyud*«i^ by Idowft Madden* '> 
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The ppocbmation against MinnewitB coiicl«ided by 
ordering the iself-<lubbed governor, and his gang of Swedish 
adventurers, immediately to leave the country^ under 
penalty ofHhe high displeasui'c and inevitable vengeance of 
tlie puissant government of the Nieuw Nederlandts. This 
<< ittrong measure,^* however, does not seem to have had a 
whit more efiect than its predecessors, which had been 
thundered against the Yankees — the Swedes resolutely held 
on to the territory they had taken possession of, where- 
upon matters for the present remained in siatu quo. 

That Wilhelmus Kieft should put up with this insolent 
obstinacy in the Swedes would appear incompatible with 
his valorous temperament ; but we find that about this 
time the little man had his bands full, and with one annoy- 
ance and another, was kept continually on the bounce. 

There is a certain description of active legislators^ who^ 
by shrewd management, contrive always to have a hundred 
irons on the anvil, every one of which must be immedi« 
ately attended to ; who consequently are ever full of 
temporary shifts and expedients, patching up the public 
welfare, suid cobbling the national affairs, so as I o make 
nine holes where they mend one — stopping chinks and 
flaws with whatever comes first to hand, like the Yankees I 
have mentioned stuffing old clothes in broken windows. 
Of this class of statesmen was William the Testy ; and 
had he only been blessed with powers equal to his zeal, 
or his zeal been disciplined by a little discretion, there 
is very little doubt but he would have made the greatest 
governor of his size on record; the renowned governor of 
the ishind of Barataria alone excepted. 

The great defect of Wilhelmus KeifL^s policy was, that 
though no man could be more ready to stand forth in an 
hour of emergency, yetj he was so intent upon guarding 
the national pocket, that he sutfered the enemy to break 
its bead : in other words, whatever precaution for public 
safety he adopted, he was so intent upon rendering it 
cheap, that he invariably rendered it ineffectual. All this 
was a remote omsequcnce of his profound education a| 
the Hague ; where, having acquired a smattering of know- 
ledge, he was ever after a great conner of indexes, con- 
tiiHially dipping into books, without ever studying to the 
bottom of any subject ; so that he had tlie scum of all 
kinds of authors fermenting in bb pericranium. In some 
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of Ihcsc titlc-pngc researches he unhickity stumbled dver 
a grand po1itii*al cobdligtic wordf which, with 'his 
customtfioy facility, he immediately incorporated into his 
great scheme of government, to the irretrievable injory and 
'delusion of the honest province of Nieu^r Nedeilandts^ and 
the eternal misleading of all experiments rulers. 

In vain have I pored over the Theurgia of the Chal- 
deans, the Cabala of the Jews, the Necromancy uf the 
Arabians, the Magic of the Persians, the Hocas Focus 
of the English, the Witchcraft of the Yankees, or thePow- 
wowing of the Indians, to discover where the little man 
Iftrsl laid his eyes on this terrible word. Keither dieSeptiir 
7eziitLb, that famous cabalistic volume^ ascribed to fbe 
Fatriarcb Abraham ; nor the pages of the Zoheir, contahi- 
ing the mysteries of the cabala, recorded by the learned 
ftabbi Simeon Jochaides, yield any light to my inquiries ; 
nor am l in the least benefited by my painful researdli^ 
In the Slhem-hamphorah of Benjamin the wandering Jew, 
though it enabled Davidus Elm to make a ten days^ jour- 
ney n twenty.four hours. Neither can 1 perceive the 
slightest ^nlty in the Tetragrammaton. or sacred name 
of four letters, the profoundest word of the Hebrew Ca- 
tmta : a mystery, Sublime, ineffable, arid incommnfnlcatile^ 
and fhe letters of which, Jod-He-Vau-He, having been 
stolen by the Pagans, constituted their great name 7ao, or 
9ove.' In short, in all my cabalistic^ thieurgic, necromantic, 
magical, and aistrologi6al researches, from the Tetractys. 
of Pythagoras, to the I'econdite works of Bi'esla^ and 
Mother ^mich, I have not discovered the least vestige of 
$in origin of this word, nor have I discovered any word of 
sufficient potency to counteract it. 

Not to keep my readers in any suspence^ the word which 
had so wonderfully arrested the attention of William the 
Testy, and which in German characters had a particu- 
larly black and ominous aspect, on being feirly translated 
into Uhe English, is no other than economy— 4i tdis- 
manic term, which, by constant use and frequent mention, 
lias ceased to be formidable in our eyes, but which has as 
terrible potency as any in the arcana of necromancy. 

When pronounced in a national assembly, it has an im- 
mediate effect in closing the hearts, beclouding the intel- 
lects, drawing the purse strings, and buttoning the faarecches 
pockets, of all philosophic legislators. Nor are its effects 
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OQ Uie c|yeft less wonderful. It produces a contraction of 
tbc retina^ au obscurity of the crystalline lens, a viscidity 
uf the vitreousy and an inspiss^tion of tbc aqueous humours, 
an induration of the tunica sclerotica, and a convexity of 
the cornea ; insomuch that the organ of visi(m loses its 
strcng^th and perspiciMty> and the unfortunate patient be- 
comes njfiopes^ or, in plain £iiglish, purbUad ; perceiving, 
only the amount of immediate expense^ without being^ able 
to look farther, and regard it in counection with the ulti. 
mate object to be efTected ; *' so that,^ to quote the words 
of Ihe eloquent Burke, '' a bi'iar at his nose is of greater 
ips^nitude than an oak at five hundred yards distance.** 
Such are its instantaneous operations, and the results are 
stUl more astonishing. By its magic influence seventy- 
fouiB shrink into frigates, fr^tes into sloops, and sloops 
into gun-boats. As the defenceless ships of Eneas, at 
the command of the protecting Veous^ changed into sea- 
nymphs, and protected themselves by divings so the 
mighty navy of America, - by the cabalistic word of eco*^ 
nomy, dwindles into small craft, and shelters itself in a 
mill-pond! ' ^ 

This all-potent word, which served as his touchstone in 
poUtics, at OQce explains the whole system of proclama- 
tiong, protests, empty threats, windmUls^ trumpetei'% and 
paper war, carried on by WUhelmus the Testy ; a.nd we 
may trace its operations in \an armament which he fitted 
out in 164^, in a moment of great wrath, consisting of twa 
aloaps and thirty men, under the command of Mynheer 
Jan lansen Alpendam, as admual of the fleet, and con- 
ipander-in-chief of the forces. This formidable expedition^ 
which can ofily be paralleled by some of the daring cruises 
of our infant navy about the bay and up the sound, waa 
intended to drive the Marylanders from the Schuylkill, of 
which they had recently taken possession, and which was 
clavne^ as part of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts; for 
it appears that at this time our infant colony was in that 
enviaMe state so ipuch coveted by ambitious nations ; that 
is to say, the government had a vast extent of territory, 
part of which it enjoy^, and the greater part of which it 
bad continually to quarrel about. 

Adrawal Ja$i Hansen Alpendam was a maa^f graat 
mettle and prowess, and no way dismayed at the cbaira«ter( 
of the enemy, who were represented as a gigantic, gun* 
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novder nee of meiiy who lived on hoe-cakei and bacmiy 
drank mipt-jnleps aiid apple toddy ; and were cxceedinn^y 
expert at boxing, biting, gouging, tar and feathering, and 
a variety of other athletic accomplishments, which they had 
bonrowed from their coiuins-germau and prototypes the 
Virginians, to whom they have ev!Br borne considerable 
itmn bhmce. Notwithatanding all these alarming repre- 
aentatkMis, the admural entered the Schnylkill most un- 
daantedly with his Beet, and arrived without 'disaster or 
opposition at the place of destination. 

Here he attacked the enemy in a vigorous speech in low 
Dutch, which the Wary Kieft had previously put in his 
pocket; wherein he courteously commenced by calling 
them a pack of lazy, touting, dram-drinking, cock-fight- 
ing, horse-racing, slave-driving, tavern-haunting, sabbath- 
breaking, mulatto-breeding upstarts ; and concluded by 
ordering them to evacuate the country immediately ; to 
which they most laconically replied in plain English, 
<« theyM see him d— — d first/' 

Now this was a reply for which neither Jan Jansen 
Alpendam, nor Wilhehnus Kiefl, bad made any calculation ; 
and finding himself totally unprepared to answer so terri- 
ble a rebuff with suitable hostility, he concluded that his 
wisest course was to return home and report pit>gre8s. 
He accordingly sailed back to New-Amsterdam, wh^ he 
was received with great honours, and considered as a 
pattern tor all commanders} having achieved a most 
hajEardotts enterprise, at a trifling expence of treasure, and 
without losing a single man to the state!— He was unani- 
mously called the deliverer of his country ([an appellation 
liberally bestowed on all great men); his two sloops, 
having done their duty, were laid up (or dry-docked) in a 
cove now called the Albany Basin, where they quietly 
rotted in the mud ; and, to immortalize his name, they 
erected, by subscription, a magnificent shingle monument 
on the top of Flatten-barrack* Hill, which lasted three 
whole years, when it fell to pieces, and was burned for 
firewood. 



• k eorraption of Vsiletfa's benfb» or Varleth** Hill. 
from one Varlelta, who lired upon that bill in the eniy d 
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CHAP. V. 

How William the Testy enriched the Province by a 

multitude of Laws, and carne to be the Patron of Lawyers 

and Bum-bailiffs. — And how the people became exceedingly 

enlightened and unhappy under his Instructions. 

Among the maoy wrecks and fragments of exalted 
wisdom which have floated down the stream of time from 
venerable antiquity, and have been car^ully picked up by 
those bumble but industrious wights, who ply along the 
shores of literature, we find the following sage ordinance 
of Charondas, the Locrian legislator :•— Anxious to preserve 
the ancient laws of the state from the additions and 
improvements of profound << country members," or oflicioiis 
candidates for popularity, he ordained, that whoever 
proposed a new law, should do it with a halter about his 
neck ; so that, in case his proposition was rejected, they 
just hung him up, and there the matter ended. 

Tliis salutary institution had such an effect, that for 
mone than two hundred ycai-s there was only one trifling 
alteration in the cjiminal codej and the whole race of 
lawyers starved to death for want of employment. The 
consequence of this was,"^ that the Locrians being unpro- 
tected by an overwhelming load of excellent laws, and 
undefended by a standing army of pettifoggers and sherifl^s 
officers, lived very lovingly together, and were such a 
happy people, that they scarce make any figure hroughout 
the whole Grecian history ; for it is well known that none 
bat your unlucky, quarrelsome, rantipple nations make 
any noise in the world. 

Well would it have l^en for William the Testy, had he 
haply, in the course of his " universal acquirements," 
stumbled upon this precaution of the good Charondas. On 
the contrary, he conceived that the true'policy of a legislator 
was to multiply laws, and thus secure the property, the 
pei'Bons, and the morals of the people, by surrounding 
them in a manner with uien-traps and spring-guns, and 
besetting even the sweet sequestered walks of private 
life with quickset-hedges, so that a man could scarcely 
turn without tlie risk of encountering some of those 
pestiferous protectors. Thus was he euntiuually CQiuiug 

o 
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petty laws for every petty oifeoce iha^ occuiTed, until in 
time they became tou numeroiu to be remembered, and 
remained, like those of certain medem legislaton, mere 
dead letters, revived occasionally for the purpose ef 
individ|ial oppression, or to enti'ap ignorant offenders. 

Petty courts consequently began to appear, where the 
law was administered with nearly as much wisdom aiid 
impartiality as in those august tribunals, the aldermen^s 
and j ustices' courts of the present day. The plaintiff was 
Iteiierally Avoured, as beufg a customer, and bringiui^ 
basiBess to the shop; ite oflfences of tiie ridi were 
discreetly wiiiked at| 4^ lear of hurting the feelings bf thehr 
friends 5 but it could never he laid to the charge of the 
vigilant burgoDMBterS) that tiiey suffinvd vice to sc^k 
impooished under the disgraceful rags of poverty. 

About this thne may we date (he first introduction of 
capital puaishments : a goodly gallows being erected on 
the waterside about where Whitehall stairs are at present, 
a little to the east of the battery. Hard by also was erected 
another gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, and unmat<!h- 
ablc desoiption, but on which 4he ingenious William Kieft 
valued himself not a little, being a panifthment entirely of 
his own invention.* 

it was for loftiness of altitude not a whit inferior to that 
of Haman^ so renowtied in Bible history ; bntthe marvel 
of the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead of beiug 
raspenided by the neck, according to venerable custom^ was 
hoisted by the waistband^ and was kept for an hour 
togetheiv dangling and sprawling between heaven and 
earthy to (be indnite ento-taiRment, and doubtless graat 
edilication of the mnUitude of respectable citixens, who 
usually attend upon exhibitions of the kind. 

It is incredible how the little governor chuckled at 
beholdingcaitiff vagrants and sturdy beggars thus swtngiiig 
by the crupper, and cutting antic gambdis in the air. Ife 
faad]a thousand pleasantries, and mirthful roticeita, to -utter 
upon these occasions. He called them his dandlclionsw- 
hu wild-fowl*^ bis high fliers-^is spread eagles -«>hris 
goshaw- k a h is scareorows-^and finally, his gallows-hMU ; 
which ingenious appelkition, though originally confined to 
worthies who had taken the air in this strange mamer, bas 

* ^oth the gibbets may be' seeu in tlie sketch of Justus Danker, 
pMDcedtothewofh. 
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^tnce grown to be a caut-name given to all candidates for 
legal elevation. Tbis puuisbment, moreover, if we may 
credit the assertions of certain grave ctymolof ists, gave 
tike first hint for a kM of harnesaing, or strapping, by 
whicb our foirefather» biaced up (heir mukifarioiiB breecfies, 
CMid ¥(bieh hm of late years been revived, and continues to 
ftie Youm at the prssent day. 

8nch were the admirable impntvemeats of William i^ieft 
in criminal law ^ nior was his civil code less a matter ot 
wonderment : aad much does it grieve me that the limits 
of my work will not skIKbt me to expatiate ou both with 
the prolixity they deserve. Let it suiBoe then to say, that 
an a little while the blessings of inntunevable laws became 
mitortottriy apparent, it wa| soon found necessary to have 
a certain clasa of men to eKponnd aad conlbund them ^ 
divers pettifoggers accordingly made their appearance, 
nttder wihose protecting care tiie community was soon aet 
together by the ears. 

i would pot here be thought to insinuate any thing 
derogatory to the profession ctf the law, or to its digniied 
ucn&ers. Well am 1 aware that we have in this ancieBl 
city innumerable worthy gentlemen, who have embraced 
that honourable ordei*, not for the sordid love of filthy 
iaove, nor the selfish cravings of renown, but through no 
other motives than a fervent seal for the correct adminis- 
tration of justice^ and a generous and disinterested devo- 
tion to the interests of their fellow citizens !— -Sooner would 
I throw this trusty pen into the flames, and cork up my 
ink-bottle for ever, than infringe, even for a nairs-hit^idth, 
«pon the dignity of this truly benevolent dqss of oitiaens; 
on the contrary, I allude solely to tliat qiew of caitilf 
scouts, who in these latter days of evil, have become so 
numerous— who infest the skirts of the profession, as did 
the recreant Cornish knights the honourable order of 
chivalry«>-wbo, under its ausptces, commit their depre- 
dations on society— who thrive by quibbleB, quirks, and 
ebicauei'y j aud, like vermin, swarm most wlicnre there is 
most corruption. 

Nothing so soon awakens the malevolent passions as 
the facility of gratification. The courts of law would 
never be so constantly crowded with petty, vexatious, and 
dittgracefnl suits, were it not for the herds of pettifogging 
law yea's that infest them. These tamper with the passions 
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of the lower and more ignorant classes ; wliq, as *i( 
poverty were^not a sufficient nii»ery in itself, are always 
really to heighten it, by the bitto'nesB of litigation. Tliey 
are in law what quacks are in medicine— exciting the 
malady for the purpose of profiting by the cure; and 
retarding the cure for the purpose of angmeatlug the fees. 
Where one destroys the constitution, the other imporerishes 
the purse ; and it may likewise be observed, that a patient, 
who has once been under the hands of a quack, is ever 
after dabbline in drugs, and poisoning himself with infal- 
lible remedies; and an ignorant man, who has once 
meddled with the law^ under the auspices of one of these 
empirics, is for ever after embroiling himself with his 
neighbours, and impoverishing himself with successful 
law-suits. My readers will excuse this digression, into 
which 1 have been unwarily betrayed ; but I couM not 
avoid giving a cool, unprejudiced account of an abomi- 
nation too prevalent in this excellent city, and with the 
effects of which I am unluckily acquainted to my cost ; 
having been nearly ruined by a lawsuit, which was unjustly 
decid^l against me, and my ruin having bopn completed 
by another, which was decided in my favoon" 

It has been remarked by the observant writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript, that under the administration of 
Wilhelmus Kieft, the disposition of the inhabitants of 
New-;Amstcrdam experienced an essential change, so that 
they became very meddlesome and factious. The con- 
stant exacerbations of temper into which the little govenior 
was thrown, by the maraudings on his frontiers, and 
unfortunate propensity to experiment and innovation, 
occasioned Wm to keep his council in a continual worry-— 
and the council being to the people at lai*ge, what yeast or 
leaven is to a batch, they threw the whole community 
into a ferment— and the people at large being to the city 
what tlie mind is to the body, the unhappy commotions 
they underwent operated most disastrously upon New- 
Amsterdam— insomuch that, in certain of their paroxysms 
of consternation and perplexity, they begat several of the 
most crooked, dissorted, and abominable streets, lanes, and 
alleys, with which this metropolis is dis6gured. 

But the worst of the matter was, that just about this 
time, the mob, since called the sovereign people, like 
Balaam's ass, began to grow more enlightened than ii^ 




mmmmmmmmmm 



' NSW YORK. 149 

mcler, and exhibited a strange deRiic of governing itself. 
Tliie wasauolher effect of the <* universal acquirement s^* of 
Witliam the Testy. In some oX his pestilent reseavclies 
amoB]; the rubbish of antiquity, be was struck with 
acbniration at the institution of public tables among the 
liiacedcmonians, where they discussed topics of n general 
aiid interesting nature — at the sciioolniof the philosophers^ 
where they engaged iu profound disputes uinmi puliticN 
and morais'-^'wiiere grey-i)«ards were taught the rudimenls 
of wisdom, and youths learned Xo become little men, 
before they were boys << There is nothing,^' «aid the 
ingenious Kieft, shutting up tlie book-^'< there is nothing 
more essential to the weU-tuanagemcnt of a country, than 
«dMiHfetion among the. people ; tht* basis of a good goFern* 
meot should be laid in the public mind.** Now this was 
true eootigh \ but it was ever the wayward fate of William 
the Testy, tiiat when be thought riglit, he was sure to go 
to W4»rk wrong. In the present instance^ he could scarcdy 
eat or sleep, ootil he had set on foot brawling debating 
•ncieties, amunfif the cimple citizens of New Ansteridam. 
This was the one thing wanting to complete bis oonfusion. 
The honest fintlih bungbers, though in truth but little 
iriveo to argument or wordy altercation, yet by dint of 
meeting often tdgetbei*, fuddling themselves with strong 
4rink, beelouding .their brains with tobacco smoke, and 
listening to the harangues of some half a doeen oracles, 
■soon became esMseedingly wine, and, as is always the case 
wliere the mob is politically enlightened, exModingly 
<liycoiitented. They found out, with wonderful qnickness 
of discernment,' the fearful error in which they had in- 
dulged, in fancying themseb^es the happiest people in 
creation ; and were £i>rtuuately convinced that, all cir- 
Aunstanoes to the- contrary notwiihstanding, they were a 
verymihappy, deluded, and oenseqnently mined people! 

In a tbert time the qiiidaunes of New-Amsterdam 
forowd themselves ii^ sage juntos of political croakers, 
Wiho daily met together to groan over political affaii's> and 
make liiemselves miserable ; thronging to these ui^ppy 
.aenemUagea with tlie same eagerness, that cealots have in 
ail ages abandoned the milder and mwe peaceful paths of 
religion, to "crowd to the howling convocations of fanaticisra. 
We are naturally prone to discontent, and avaricious after 
imaginary causes of lamentatiou •.•^ike lubberly monks, 



^ 



150 HISTORY OF 

we belabour our own shoulders, and seem to take a vast 
satisfaction in the muoic of our own groans. Nur is this 
said for the sake of paradox ; daily experience shows the 
truth of these observations. It is next to a farce to oiFer 
consolation, or to think of elevating the spirits of a maa 
groaning under ideal calamities ; but nothing is more easy 
than to render him wretched, though on the pinnacle of 
felicity ; as it is an Herculean task to hoist a man to the 
top of a steeple, though the mwest chihl can topple him 
off thence. 

In the sage assemblages 1 have noticed, the philo- 
sophic reader will at once perceive the faint germs of those 
sapient convocations called popular meetings, prevalent 
in our day. Thither resort all those idlers and << squires 
of low degree,^' who, like rags, hang loose upon the back 
of society, and are ready to be blown away by every wind 
of doctrine. Cobblers abandoned their stalls, and hastened 
thither to give lessons on political economy — black- 
smiths left their handicraft and suffered their own fires to 
go out, while they blew the bellows and stirred up the fire 
of faction 3 and even tailors, though but the shreds and 
patches, the ninth parts of humanity, neglected their owd 
measures, to attend to the measures of government. 
Nothing was wanting but half a dozen newspapers and 
patriotic editors, to have completed this public illumina- 
tion, and to have thrown the whole province in an uproar ! 

I should not for^ret to mention that these populai* ineet. 
ingM were always held at a noted tavern ; for houses of 
that description have always been found the most congenial 
Qurseries of politics ; abounding with titose genial streams 
which give strength and sustenance to faction. We are 
told that the ancient Germans had an admirable mode of 
treating any questicn of importance j they first deliberated 
upon it when drunk, and afterwai'ds reconsidered it when 
sober. The shrewder mobs of America, who dislike having 
two minds upon a subject, both determine and act upon it 
drunk; by which, means a world of cold and tedious 
speculations is dispensed with — and as it is universally 
allowed, that when a man in drunk he sees double ; it 
follows most conclusively that he sees twice as well as his 
sober neighbours. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the great Pipe Plot — and of the dolorous perplexities 

into which William the Testy was throton, hy reason of 

his having enlightened the Multitude. 

WiLUELMUs KiEFT, 88 has already been made mani- 
fest, was a great legislator upon a small scale. He was. 
of an active or rather a busy mind ; that is to say, his was 
one of those small, but brisk minds, that make up by 
bustle and constant motion, for the want of great scope 
and power. He had, when quite a youngling, been im- 
pressed with the advice of Solomon, ^ Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard, consider her ways and be wise :^' in 'conformity 
to which, he had ever been of a restless, . ant-like turn, 
worrying hither and thither, busying himself about tittle 
matters, with an air lOf great importance and anxiety — 
laying up wisdom by the. morsel, and often toiling and 
puffing at a grain of mustard seed, under the full con- 
viction that he was moving a mountain. 

Thus we are told, that once upon a time^ in one of his 
fits of mental bustle, which he termed deliberation, he 
fi'amed an unlucky law, to prohit the univerfoil practice of 
smoking. This he proved, by mathematiciil demonstnu 
tioU) to be not merely a heavy tax on the public pocket, 
but an incredible consumer of time, a hideous encourager 
of idleness, and, of course, a deadly bane to the pros- 
perity and mopals of the people. Ill fated Kieft ! had he 
lived in this enlightened and libel-loving age, and at- 
tempted to subvert the inestimable liberty o^ the press, he 
could not have struck more closely on the sensibilities of 
the million. 

The populace were in as violent a tumult as the consti- 
tutional gravity of their deportitaent would permit : a mob 
^ of factious citizens had even the hardihood to assemble 
before the governor's house, where, setting themselves 
resolutely down, like a besieging army before a fortress, 
they one and all fell to smoking with a determined perse- 
verance, that seemed as though it were their intention to 
smoke him into terms. The Testy William issued out of 
bis mansion like unto a wrathful npider, and demanded to 
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know the cause of this seditious assemblage, a«d this law- 
less fumigation ; to which these sturdy Hotel's made no 
other reply, than to loll back most phlegmatically in their 
seats and puff away with redoubled fury ; whereby they 
raised such a murky cloud, that the governor wim fain to 
take refuge i«i the interior of his castle. 

The guvenior imroediately perceived the object of this 
unusual tumult, and that it would be impossible to 8«p- 
press a pmetiee vrbicb, by kmg indulgcaoe, had become a 
second nature. And b6re I would obaerve, partly to ex- 
phkio why X have so often made mentioB of this pnuttice in 
my biatory, that it was inseparably connected wiib all the 
affairs, both public and private, of our revered ancestoEs. 
The pipe» in foct, was never from the mouth of the true-> 
bwti ^ederhindcr. It was bis companion in solitude, tbe 
rehuMtion of his gayer hour*— 4hs ooanaellor, his eoa« 
soier, bis joy, bis pride ; in a word, he aeemed to think 
and breathe through his pipe. 

When William the Testy bethought binsdf of all (bese 
matters, which he certainly did, although a little too late, 
be came to. a eompromiae with the beseiging multitude. 
The result was, that though he contiaued to- permit the 
custom «f smoking, yet did he abotish tbe fair kMig pipes, 
wbi^h were used in the days of Wonter Vaa Twiller, de» 
noting «ase, tranqutiitty, and sobriety of deportnaent $ and 
in place thereof did imroduoe little captious short pipes, 
two ioehes in teaglb ; which, he observed, ooaM be sUiok 
in one cotner of the mouth, or twisted in the bat.band, and 
would not be in the way of business. By tbis tbe mnlii- 
tude seemed somowbat appeased, and dispersed to their 
babitetioits. Thns ended tbis afarming tnaurreoHon, 
which was long known by tbe name of tbe fdpe phi, and 
wbioh» it has been snmewlmt ifoaintly obsei«ved, did «nd, 
like most other plots, seditions, and conspiracies, in mere 
•moke. 

But mark, oh reader! the deplorable fonse<|oenecs 
that did aliterwards result. Tbesmoike of these viUainiotts 
litde pipes, continunlly ascending in « cloud abont the 
nose, penetrated into and befogged tbe cerrbeUnm, dried 
up all tbe kindly nMMstnre of t£e brtin, and rondeved Che 
people that used them as vapouiish and testy as their 
renowned little ^vermMw-«ay, what is more, from a good 
burly mce of folk, tbey became, like our worthy INiCiih 
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farmers, who smokt; slioit pipes, a lantem-jawed^ smoked- 
dried, leatherii-hUlcil race of men. 

Nor Was this all, tor from thence may we date the rise 
of parties in this province. Certain of the more wealthy 
and important burschers adhering to the ancient fashion 
formed a kind of aristocracy, which went by the appella 
tion of the Jjong Pipes, while the lower orders submitting 
to the innovation, which they found to be more convenient 
in their handicraft employments, and to leave them more 
liberty of action, were branded with the plebeian name of 
Short Pipes, A third party likewise sprang up, differing 
from both the others, headed by the descradauts of the 
famous Ro)>ert Cbewit, the companion of the great Hudson. 
These entirely discarded the use of pipes, and took to 
chewing tobacco, and hence they were called Q^ids* It is 
worthy of notice, tliat this appellation has since come to 
be invariably applied to those mongrel or third parties, 
that will sometimes spring up between two great contend- 
ing parties, as a mule is produced between a h<Nrse and 
an ass. 

And here I would remark the great benefit of these 
party distinctions, by which the people at large are saved 
the vast trouble of thinking. Hesiod divides mankind into 
three classes, those who think for themselves, those who 
let othera think for them, and those who w^U neither do 
one nor the other. The second class, however, com- 
prises the great mass of society, and hence is the origin of 
party f by which is meant a large body of people, some 
few of whom think, and all the rest talk. The former, 
who are called the leaders, marshal out and discipline the 
latter, teaching them what they must approve— what they 
must boot at— what they must say— -whom they must 
support j but, above all, whom they must hate ^ for no 
man can be a* right good partban, unless he be a deter- 
mined and thorough-going hater. 

But when the sovereign people are thus properly broken 
to the harness, yoked, curbed, and reined, it is delectable 
to see with what docility and harmony they jog onward^ 
through mud and mire, at the will of their drivers, drag, 
ging the dirt-carts of faction at their heels. How many a 
patriotic members of congress have I seen, who would 
never have known how to make up his mind on any ques- 
lion, aiMl might liave run a great risk of voting right by 
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mcTC acridcnf , bad W not bad others to thiak for bin, and 
a file leader to vote* after. 

• Thus then tbcealigblcMd inhabkaDts of the Manbattoeti, 
beinf divided into parties^ were enabled to orgMiixe dissen* 
■ion, aad to ofpoM and bate eae aaoCfaer MOfe aecurately. 
Awl now the gite^i bumneaa of polities west bravely ou ; 
the parties asanmbftiafp in separate beeff4HMi»eay ,aud 
smoking at each other wilh iaaplacable aninioiiity, to the 
fseat sMppovt of the statSi and emobunent of the tavern 
keepers. 8 a nn » indeed, who were more zealous than the 
rertf went further, and began to bespatter one another 
with BuflKrons vei'y hard names and scandalous little 
words^ to be found in the Dutch, language ^ every partisan 
helicvkig religiously that be was serving Ims country, 
when he traduced the character, or iaspwverlshed tlie 
packet of a political adversary. But, however they might 
differ between themselves, aH partia agreed on one puint*^ 
to raval at and ooadenn every measure of gevenment 
whether right or wrong $ Hor as the governor was by his 
station independent of their power, and was not electi^ by 
their choice, and as he had not decided in favour of cither 
faction, neither of them was interested in his success, 
nor in the prosperity of the country white under bis 
adminiatrRtioo. 

''Unhappy William Kieft t*' exclaims the sage writer ef 
the Stayvesant nanascript, ''doomed to oonleud with 
enenues too knowing to he entrapped, and to reign over 
m people too wise t)0 be governed !** All his expedittons 
against his enemies were baffled and set at nought, and aH 
his aseasurrs for the public safoty were cavilled at by 
the people. Did he propose levying an eftcieut body of 
troops for internal defence-x4he mob, that is to say, those 
vagabond HMmbers of the conmmmty who have nothing to 
4Q«e, immediately took the alarm, vocifemted that their 
interests were in danger ; that a standing army was a 
legion of moths, preying on the pockets of society ; a rod 
of iron in the hands of government ; and that a govern- 
ment with a military lorce at its command would inevitably 
swell into a despotism. Did he, ss was but too commonly 
the case, deltr preparation until the moment of emergency, 
ami then hastily collect a handful cf undisciplined vagituits , 
-*^the measure was hooted at, as feeble and inadiMpiate ; ns' 
trifling with the public dignity and safety ; and as lavish. 
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ing the public funds on impotent enterprises. Did be 
resort to the economic measure of proclamation — he was 
laug^hed at by the Yankees. Did he back it by nou-inter- 
4:ourse — it was evaded and counteracted by bn owq 
subjects. Whicherer way he turned himsdf be was 
beleagured and distracted by petitions of '' numenms end 
respectable meeting^s,*^ consisting of some half-dozen 
brawling pot-house politicians ; all of which he read, and, 
wtiat is worae^ all of'whkh he attended to. Hie consc- 
q^iasce was, that by incessantly changing his measures, he 
gave none of them a fair trial ; and by listeaiiig to the 
damovrs of Uk nob, and endeavouring to<do every thing, 
be, in sober tt^tb, did nothing. 

I would not have it supposed, however, that he took aTl 
Ifiese memorials and interferences good-naturedly, fur sticli 
tfn idea would do an injustice to his valiant spirit ; on the 
confrsry, be never received a piece of advice in the whole 
cvmrse of his life, without fii'Si getting into a passion with 
fbe giver. But 1 have ever observed thar your passionate 
little Mien, like small boats with large saHs, are the easiest 
upn^ «r blown out of their course ; and this is demon* 
straled ■'by tTOvernor Kieft, who, though in temperament as 
bot as an oM i-adish, and wifh a mind, the territory of 
whith was svbjectedto perpetual Whirlwinds and tornadoes, 
y^ never failed to be earned away by the last piece of 
advice that was blowB into his ear. Lacky was it for him 
Itet 'Ms power was nut dependent on the greasy, mnltitnde, 
and that as yet the populace did not possess the impoitaAt 
privilege of nominating their dii^ magistrate. He}', 
bowever, tike a true tnofb, did their best to belp aAong 
IMibKc «tffairs; pestering tfieir governor incessantly by 
goading bim on with harangues and petitions ; -and th^ 
thwarting his fiery spirit with repixMiches and memoriafs, 
like a knot df ISunday-jockies, managing an unlocky devil 
of a b8ck.4iorse : so that Williehnus Kieft may be said to 
have been kept either on a worry or a haud-galldp 
thnmgbottt the whole of his admintftration. 
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CHAP. VII. 

CaniahUnff divert fearful accounts ^ Border Wars, and 

the JIagrant outrages of the Moss Troopers of Connect f- 

cui; ^ith the rise of the great Amphyctionic Cmincil of 

the East, and the decline of William the Testy. 

It was asserted by the wise men of ancient times, who 
were intimately acquainted with these matters, that at the 
gate of Jupiter*s palace lay two hu^e tuns, the one filled 
with blessinrs, the other with misfortunes; and it verily 
seems ^s if the latter had been completely overturned, and 
left todelug;e the unlucky province of Nieuw Nederlandts. 
Among the many internal and external causes of irritation, 
the incessant irruptions of the Yankees upon his frontiera 
were continually adding fuel to the imflaminable temper 
of Willum the Testy. Numerous accounts of these 
molestations may still be found among the records of the 
times \ for the commanders on the frontiers were ctspecially 
careful to evince their vigilance and zeal, by striving who 
should send home the most frequent and voluminous 
budgets of complaints, as your faithful servant is eternally 
running with complaints to the parlour, of all the petty 
squabbles and misdemeanours of the kilchen. All these 
valiant tale bearings were listened to with great wrath by 
the passionate Kieft and his subjects, who were to the full 
as eager to hear, and credulous to believe, these frontier 
fables, as are my fellow citizens to swallow those amusing 
stories with which our papers are daily filled, about British 
aggressions at sea, French sequestrations on shore, Spanish 
infringements in the promised land of Louisiana, and, 
above all, internal plots and conspiracies. 

Weai*e told by the good. Plutarch, in his life of Nicias, 
that the terrible defeat of the Athenians in Sicily was fii-st 
mentioned in the shop of a gossiping barber at the Piraeus. 
Whereupon, with the customary officiousuess of his tribe, 
he ran up into Athens to have the first telling of tlie stui*}', 
and threw the whole forum into consteraation. Not being 
able, however, to substantiate his talc, the unlucky shaver 
was put up(ni the wheel and whirled about, as a reward 
for his trouble, until he was exculpated by the arrival of 
otha* evidence. 
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Siich'was the mannci' iq which busy alarmists and 
manufacturers of fearful news were treated in Athens, 
whereas in our more enlightened country we support whole 
herds of editors for no other purpose than to gratify a 
public appetite for direful news, and any man who can 
foist up a full sounding, hobgoblin story of a plot or 
conspiracy^ may command his own price for it. I have 
known two or three of these tales of terror to be bought 
up by government, for the sovereigpi people to amuse 

- themselves withal ; wliich goes further to prove, what I 
have before asserted, that your enlightened people love to 
be miserable. 

Far be it from me to insinuate, however,'that our worthy 
ancestors indulged in groundless alarms ; on the contrai-y, 
they were daily suffermg a i-epetition of cruel wrongs, * 
not one of which but was a sufficient reason, according to 
the maxims of national dignity and honour, for throwing 
the whole univ^se into hostility and confusion. 

^Oh ye powers ! into what indignation *\id every one of 
these outi'ages throw the philosophic William ! Letler 

' after letter, protest after protest, proclamation after pi*o* 
clamatiou, bad I^atin, worse English, and hideous low 
Dutch, were exhausted in vain upon the iuexhorable Yan- 
kees; and the four and twenty letters of the alphabet, 
which, excepting his companion the sturdy trumpeter Van 

' Corlear, composed the only standing ai*roy he had at his 

* From amonc a tnnltitade of bitter (p-ievances still on record, I 
select a few of toe most atrocious, aad leave my readers to judge, if 
oar ancestors were not justifiable in getting into a very violent 
.passion on the occasion. 

24 June, 1641. Some of Hartford have taken a hogg out of the 
vlact, or common, and shut it up out of mere hate or other prejudit j, 
causiing it to starve for hunp;er in the stye. 

26 July. The forementioned Engli»h did again jdrive the Com- 
panic's hoggsont of the vlac^of Sicojoke into Hartford ; contending 
daily with reproaches, blows, beating the people with all disgrace 
tliat they could imagine. 

May 20, 1642. The English of Hartford have violently cut loose 
a hone of tlie honoured Companie's, that stood boun upon the com- 
mon or vlact. 

May 9, 1643. The Companie's horses pastured upon the Com- 
panie's ground were driven away by them of Connecticut and Hart- 
ford, and the herdsmen lustily beaten with hatchets and sticks. 

16. Again they sold a young hog<2^ belonging to the Companie, 
which pigs had pastured on the Companie's land. 

Uaz. CoUState Psp. 
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comnunul, were neror off duty throuf Iiout the Vbole of 
his administration. Nor did Anthony, the trumpeter, 
reaaiM a whit behiad his patron the gallaat Kieft, in bis 
fiery leal ; but like a^faithfiil champion and preaei'rer of 
the puhlic safety, on the nrrivai of every fresh article of 
news, he was sore to sound his trnnpetfrom the rampaiitSy 
with most disastnws notes, throwing the people kito 
yioleot alarms, and disturbing their rest at all times and 
seasons ; which caused iam to be held in very great ivgai^, 
the public pampering and rewarding him, as we do bi^avi- 
iug editors, for Masons that hairc just been mentioned. 

I am well aware of the perils that environ we in this 
part of my batory. WhUe raking with ouriooB hands but 
pious Jieart among the mouldering remains of former days, 
anxious to draw therefiHMa the honey of wisdom, I may 
fare somewhat like that valiant worthy Samson who» iii 
meddling with the carcass of a dead lion, drew a swaroi 
of bees about his ears. Thus while narrating the many 
misdeeds of the Yanokie^ or Yankee tribe, it is ten chances 
to one but I o#end the morbid sensibilities of oertaiu of 
their uiireaseaable descendants, who may fly out and raise 
auch a buzzing about this unlucky head of mine, tiiat I 
shall need the tough hide of an Achilles or an Orlando 
F«rioflo» to protect me from their stings. 

Should such be the case, 1 should deeply and sincerely 
lament— not my misfortnne in giving offence, hut tfacf 
wrong-headed perverseness of an ill-natured generation, 
in ta£ng offence at any thing I mf. That their ancestors 
did use my ancestors ill it is true,^ and I em very sorry for 
H. 1 would with afl my heart Ae iact were otherwise ; 
hut as I am recording the sacred events of history, Vd 
not bote csie naiPs Imdth of the honest truth, though I 
were sure the whole edition of my woilc should lie bought 
up and burned by the common hangman of Connecticut. 
And, in aooth, now that fheae testy gcntlemeu have drawn 
me out, I will make bold to go fui*ther, and observe, that 
this is one of the grand purposes for which we impartial 
historians are sent into the world — to redress a'rongs and 
sender justice on the head of the guiky. 'So that Aough 
a powerful nation may wrong its neighbours with tempo- 
rai^ impunity, yet sooner or later au historian springs up, 
who wreaks ample chastisement on it in retura. 

Thus these moss-troopers of the east little thought, 1*11 
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viarrant it, wbUe-llwy were barrawiiig the Hiotfensive pn»- 
ttuce of Mieuw NiHteriaadtty and driving^ its iinkappy 
governor to bis wits* endy that an historisn i^onldevcr eariwef 
and give them their owDy with interest. Sioce tbcn I wm, 
bat performiDg my bounden duty as an historian, >> ^▼eBg-' 
iog the wroBgs €ii our revered aBceBtcm, 1 ahaU oMike no 
farther apology ; and indeed^ when it is eoasidcred that 1 
bave aU tlww aocieat borders of the ea«t in My power, 
and at the mercy of my pen, I trntt that it wiU be adauttoi 
I conduct myself with great hnmanity and moderation. 

To resnme then the course of my history^— Appear- 
ances to the eastward began now to assome a more for- 
midable aspect than ever 3 for I wonid have you note that 
bitherta the province had been chiefly molested by its bn- 
miediate neighbours, the people of Connecticut, particu- 
lariy of Hartford ; which, if we may judge from ancient 
dironiclci, was tihe strong hold of these sturdy dmms- 
troopers, fiiom whence tbey sallied forth on their daring 
inoirstooB, carrymg terror and devastation into the bams^ 
the benF«ooste, and pigsties of our revered ancestors. 

AUieit about the year 1643 the people of the east coan. 
try, inhabiting the colonies of Massachusets, Connecticut, 
Kew Pfymouth, and New Haven, gathered together into 
a Bsighty oondbvc^ and aflsr buzzing and debating for 
many days, Uke a political hive of bees in swarming timc^ 
at length settled themselves into a formidable coofodera- 
tioQ, under the ^itle of the United Colonies of New Bug- 
land. By this QttioB tbey pledged themselves to stand by 
one another in all perils and assaultB, and to co-operate ia 
aH measures, efiensive and defensive, against the aurrouad- 
iag savages, among which were doubtlessly iaclnded our 
lumoured ancestors of the Manhattocs j and, to give more 
strength and system to tbis confoderation, a general as- 
aembly or grand council was to foe annually held, cem^ 
posed of representatives from each of tbe provinces. 

On receivii^ accounts of thb puissant oombiaatioa, the 
fiery Wilhelmns was struck with vast consternation, and 
for the forst time in bis whole life forgot to bounce, at 
hearing an unwel<xime piece of intelligence y which, a 
▼enerable historian of the times observes, was especially 
noticed among the sage politicians of New Amsterdam. The 
truth was, on turning over in his mind all that he bad read 
at the Hague^ about leagues and combinations, he found 

p2 
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that this was an exact imitation of the famons Amphicti^ 
onic council, by which the states of Greece were euaMed 
to attain such power and supremacy ; and the very idea 
made his heart to quake for the safety of his empire at the 
Manhattoes. 

He strenuously insisted, that the whole object of this 
confederation was to drive the Nederlandera out of their 
fair domains j and always flew into a great rage if any one 
presumed to doubt the probability of bis coigecture. Nor 
was he wholly unwarranted in such a suspicion ; for at the 
very first annnal meeting of the grand council, held at 
Boston (which governor Kieft denominated the Delphoa 
of this truly ckusic league), strong representations were 
made against the Nederlanders, for as much as that in 
their dealing with the Indians they carried on a traffic in 
'* guns, powther, and shott— a trade damnable and inju- 
rious to the colonists."* Not but what certain of the 
Connecticut traders did likewise dabble a little in this 
<< damnable traffic,"—- but then they always sold the In- 
dians such scurvy guns that they burst at the first dis- 
charge«-4iud conse<]uently hurt no- One but these pagan 
savages. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death blow to 
the glory of William the Testy, for from that day forward, 
it was remarked by many, he never held up his head, but 
appeared quite crest-fallen. His subsequent reign, there- 
fore, affords but scanty food for the historic pen— >we find 
the grand council continually augmenting in power, and 
threatening to overwhelm the mighty but defencdess pro* 
vince of Nieuw Nederlandts ; while Wilhelmus Kieft. kept 
constantly firing off his proclamations and protests like a 
shrewd sea captain firing off so many carrronades and 
swivels, in order to' bi'eak and disperse a water-spout—- 
but, alas ! they had no more effect than if they had been 
so many blank cartridges. 

The last document on record of this learned, philoso- 
phic, but unfortunate little man, is a long letter to the 
council of the Amphyctious ; whei-ein, in the bitterness of 
his heart, he rails at the people of New Haven, or Red 
Hills, for their uncourteous contempt of his protest leveU 
led at them for squatting within the province of then* hig^ 

* |Iaz, Col. ». Papers. 
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DUghiUieKcs. Fram this Utter, whifh is a model of epis- 
tolary writing, abouodiog with pithy apophthegms aud 
classic figoresy my limits will barely allow me to extract 
the following recondite passage * :— -^ Certainly when we 
heare the li^abitaiits of New Hartford complayninge of 
us, we seem to heare Esop^s wolfe complayninge of the 
lamb, or the admonition of the younge man, who cryed out 
to his mother, cfaideing with her neighboures, < Oh, Mother, 
revile her, lest she first take up that practice against you.^ 
Bat being taught by precedent passages, we received such 
an answer to our protest from the inhabitants of New 
Haven as we expected : the Magle altoayt despiseth ike 
Steth^ ; yet notwithstanding we doe undauntedly con. 
tinue on our purpose of pursuing our own right, by just 
arms and rishteous means, and doe hope without scruple 
to execute the express commands of our superiors." To 
show that this last sentence was not a iqere empty 
menace, he coneluded his letter by intrepidly protesting 
against the whole council, as a horde of tiputUerM and 
interlopers ; inasmuch as they held their meeting at New- 
Haven, or the Red Hills, which he claimed as being 
within the Province of the New Netherlands. 

Thus end die authenticated chronicles of the reign of 
William the Testy; for henceforth, in the troubles, the 
perplexities, and the confusion of the tfanes, he seems to 
have been totally overlooked, and to have slipped for ever 
through the fingers of scrupulous history. Indeed, for 
some cause or other which I cannot divine, there appears 
<o have been a combination among historians to sink bis 
very name into oblivion ; in consequence of which they 
have one and all forborne even to speak of his exploits. 
This shows how important it is for great men to cultivate' 
the Ihvour of the learned, if they are ambitious of honour 
end renown. ^ Insult not the dervise," said a wise Caliph 
to his son, << lest thou o£fend thine historian ;" and many 
a mighty man of the olden time, had he observed so obvi- 
ouaa maxim, might have esGa|»ed divers cmel w^pes of the 
pea -which have been drawn aeitiBs his chaneter. 

It has been a matter ef deep concern to me, that sucii 
darkness and obscurity should hang over the latter days 
0f the illustrious Kitit ; for he was a mighty and great 
little man, worthy of being utterly renowned, seein); tint he 
was the first potentate that introduced into this land the 

*Vide Haz. Gol. State Papers. 
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art of fighting by proclamation, and defending a country 
by trumpeters and windmills; an economic and humane 
mode of warfare, since revived with great applause, and 
which promises, if it can ever be carried into full effect^ 
to save great trouble and treasure, and spare infinitely 
more bloodshed than either the discovery of gunpowder or 
the invention of torpedoes. 

It is true that certain of the early provincial poets, of 
whom there were great numbers in the Nieuw Nederlandts, 
taking the advantage of the mysterious exit of William the 
Testy, have fabled that, like Ilomulus, he was translated 
to the skies, and forms a very fiery little star, somewhere 
on the left claw of the Crab ; while others equally fanciful 
declared that he bad experienced a fate similar to that of 
the good King Arthur ; who, we are assured' by ancient 
bards, was carried away to the delicious abodes of feiry 
land, where he still exists, in pristine worth and vigour, 
and will one day or another return to rescue poor oht 
England from the hands of paltry, flippant, pettifogging 
cabinets, and restore the gallantry, the honour, and the 
immaculate probity which prevailed in the glorious days 
of the Round Table.* 

All these, however, are but pleasing fantasies, the cobweb 
visions of those dreaming' varlets, the poets, to which I 
would not have my judicious reader attach any credibi- 
lity. Neither am I disposed to yield any credit to the 
assertion of an ancient and rather apocryphal historian^ 
who alleges that the ingenious Wilhelmus was annihilated 
by the blowing down of one of his windmills ; nor to that 
of a writer of later times, who affirms that he fell a victim 
to a philosophical experiment, <^hich he had for many 
years been vainly striving io accomplish ; having the mis- 
fortune to break his neck from the garret window of the 
Stadthonse, in an ineffectual attempt to catch swallows, by 
sprinkling fresh salt upon their tails. 

* The old Welsh bturds believed that King Arthur was not dead, 
tat canied awaie by the fiuies to some pleasant place, where he ahold 
remaine for a time, and then retnme againe and reigoe in as great 
authority as ever. — Uollingshed. 

The mitons suppose that he shall come yet and conqnere all Bri- 
taigne. for certes tnis is the prophicye of Merlyn. Re say*d that his 
deth shall be doubteous ; and said iroth, for men thereof yet have 
doubte and shullen for ever more — for men wyt not whether that be 
ly Veth or is dcde.<~De I cew Chion. 
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The most probable account, and to which I am inclined 
to give nay implicit faith, is contained in a very obscure 
tradition, which declares, that what with the constant 
tix>itbled on his frontiera, the incessant schemings and pro- 
jects going on in his own pericranium — ttie memorials, 
petitions, remons'trances, and sage pieces of advice from: 
divers respectable meetings of the sovereign people, toge- 
th^ with the refractory disposition of his council, who 
were sure to differ from him on every point, and uniformly 
to be in the wrong : all these, f say, did eternally operate 
to keep his mind in a kind of furnace heat, until he at 
length became as completely burnt out as a Dutch family 
pipe which has passed through three generations of hard 
smokers. In this manner did the choleric but magnani- 
motts William the Testy undergo a kind of animal com- 
bustion, consuming away like a farthing rush-light ; so that 
when grim death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce 
left enough of him to bury ! 



END OF BOOK FOUJITH. 
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CHAP. II. 

Mm wktdk ik§ Ihaih cfa ftmA JAni U i^untm io 6e«0 «»y 
tfiwoiMofaMc fliii<f«r of SorrM9 / oml JboipiVfarSfiyPM— I 
aegiidrwf a freol Jwiaw .^tMt #Ae imcoiMioii gf w iiy tt ^ 

Alf JEnNMtt 

To a pn^oand philosopher, like myiei^ who am apt In 
lee clear through a subject^ where the penelratioii of ordi- 
nary people extendi but half way» there is no UkX more 
■imple and manifesty than that the death of a great man 
18 a matter of very little importance. Much as we may 
think of onrBelvesy and much as we may excite the empty 
plaudits of the miltion, it is certain tint the greatest among 
US do actually fill but an exceeding small space in the 
world ; and it is equally certam, that even that small space 
is quickly snpplied when we feave it vacant. <' Of what 
consequence is it»** said the elegant Pliny, ^ thai indivi- 
duals appear, or make their exit ?— the world is a theatre 
whose scenes wtA acton are contfamally changing.*' 
Never did philosopher speak more correctly, and X only 
wonder, that so wise a remark could have existed so many 
agesy and mankind not have laid it more to heart. Sage 
follows on in the footsteps of sage \ one hero just steps out 
of his triumphal car, to make way for the boo who comes 
after him; and of the proudest monarch it is merely said, 
that— i^ he slept with fais fathers, and his successors reigned 
in bis stead.** 

The world, to tell the private truth, cares but little for 
iheur loss, and if left to itself would soon for^ to grieve ; 
and though a nation has often been figuratively drowned 
in tears on the death of a great man, ypt it is ten chances 
to one if an individual tear has been shed on the occasion^ 
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excepting from the forlorn pen of some hangry author. 
It is the historilin, the biographer, and the poet, who have- 
the whole burthen of grief to sustain— who, kind souls ! like, 
undertakers in England, act the part of chief moumer^^ 
who inflate a nation with sigfis it never heaved, and deluge 
it with tears it never dreamt of shedding. Thus, while 
the patriotic author is weeping and howling, in prose, in 
blank verse, and in rhyme, and collecting the drops of 
public sorrow into his volume, as into a lachrymal vase, it 
is more than probable his fellow-citizens are eating and 
drinking, fiddling and dancing, as utterly ignor&nt'of the 
bitter lamentations made in their name, as are those men 
of straw, John Doe and Richard Roe, of the plaintiffs for 
whom they are generously pleased on divers occasions to 
become sureties. 

The most glorious and praise-worthy hero that ever de- 
solated nations might have mouldered into oblivion among 
the ruU[>ish of his own monument, did not some historian 
take him into favour, and benevolently transmit his name 
to posterity : and much as the valiant William Kieft wor- 
ried, and bustled, and turmoiled, while he had the desti- 
nies of a whole colony in his hand, 1 question .seriously 
whether he will not be obliged to this authentic history 
for all his future celebrity. 

His exit occasioned no convulsion in the city of New 
Amsterdam or its vicinity : the earth trembled not, neither 
did any stars shoot frogi their spheres — the heavens were 
not shrouded in blaok, as poets would fain persuade us 
they have been, on the unfortunate death of a hero-«the 
rock&'^llard-hearted varlets !) melted not into tears, nor 
did the trees hang their heads in silent sorrow ; and as to 
the sun, he laid abed the next night, just as long, and 
showed as jolly a iaoe when he arose, as he ever did on 
the same day of the mouth in any year, either before or 
since. The good people of New Amsterdam, one and all, 
declared that he had been a very busy, active, bustling 
little governor— that he was, ** the father of his country**— 
that he was ^ the noblest work of God**— that ^ he was a 
nan, take him for all in ally they never should look upon 
bis like again" — together with sundry other civil and affec- 
tionate speeches, that arc regularly said on the death of all 
great men 5 after which they smoked their pipes, thought 
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no more about kirn, mod Peter Stayremil succeeded to 

■latioD* 

Peter StnyTcsaat . was the last, and like the renowned 
Wouter Van T wilier, he wat alao the best of our ancient 
Dutch governors. Wouter having surpassed all who pre- 
ceded him, and Pieter or Pief, as h^ was sociably called 
by the old Dutch burghersy who were ever prone to fiimU 
liarize namei, having never been equalled by any suc- 
cessor. He was in &ct the very man fitted by ni^ure to 
retrieve the desperate fortunes of her beloved provincey had 
not the fates, those most potent, immaculate, and unrelent* 
ing of all ancient and immortal spinsters^ dotined them to 
inextricable confusion. 

To say merely that he was a hero would ba doing Iua 
mat iigustice — he was in truth a combination of heroes ; 
ror he was of a stwdyy raw-boned mafce^ like Ajax Tefau 
mon» so famous for his prowess in belabouring the little 
Trojans— with a pair of round shouldersi that Ilerculcs 
would have given his hide for (meaning his lion*6 hide)^ 
when be undertook to ease old Atlas of his load. He waa^ 
moreover, as Plutaixh describes Corioianus, not only 
terrible for the force of his arm, but likewise d his voicc^ 
which aounded as though it came out of a bnrel ; and tike 
the self-same warrior, he possessed a sovereigu contempt, 
for the sovereign people, and an iron aspect, whicb was 
enougk of itself to make the very bowels of his ad wsariea 
quake with terror and dismay. AU this martial cxcdlency 
of appearance was inexpressibly lieigbtened by an acci- 
dental advantage, with which I am surprised that ndtber 
Homer nor Virgil have graced any of their heroes ^^^C it is 
worth all the scars and wounds in the Iliad and Eneid^ or 
Lucan*s Pharsalia into the bargain. This was nothia|p 
less than a redoubtable wooden leg, which was the only 
piiae he had gained, in bravely fighting the battles of his 
country; but of which he was so proud that he was often 
heard to declare he valued it more than all his other limbs 
put together ; indeed so h^^ly did be esteejm it, that be 
had it gallantly enchased and relieved with silver devices^ 
which caused it to be related in divers histories and legends 
that be wore a silver leg.* 

* See the Histories of Masters Jossdyn wd fiiome. 
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tike that choleric warrior AcbiUes, he vas somewhat 
wifaject to extempore bui'sts of fMuskm, which were oft- 
times rather anpleasant to his favourites -and attendants, 
wliose perceptions he was apt to quicken, after the manner 
of bis ithistriotts imkalor, Peter the Great, by anointing 
dwir Aovldera with bis walking staff. \ 

Bnt the resembhmce for which I most value him was 
that whidi he bore in many particulars to the renowned 
Charlemagne. Though I cannot find that he had read 
Plato, or Aristotle, or Hohbes, or Bacon, or Algernon 
Sydney^ or Tom P&tne ; yet did be sometimes manifestja 
shrewdness mid aagacity in his measures, that one would 
hardly expe^ from a man who did not know Greek, and 
had never studied the ancienu. True it is, and I confess 
it wKii 8on*ow, that he had an unreasonable aversion (o ex- 
periments, and was fond of goyeming his pi-ovinoe after 
the nmplest manner ; but then be contrived to keep it in 
better order tlian did the erudite Kieft, though he had all 
tbe phitosophers, ancient aud modem, to assist and per- 
plex him. I must likewise own that he made but very 
few lawSj but then again he took care that those few were 
rigidly aud impaitiuly enforced ; and I do not know but 
justice mi the whole was as well administered as if there 
bad been volumes of sage acts and statutes yeariy made,]^and 
^aily neglected and forgotten. 

He was, in fact, tbe very reverse of his predecessors, 
being neither tranqnil and inert, like Walter tiie Doubter, 
nor restless and fidgetting. Tike William the Testy : bnt ». 
man, or rather a governor, of such uncommon activity and 
decision of mind, that he never sought or accepted the 
advice of others ; depending confidently upon bas single 
head, as did the heroes of yore upon their single arm^ tb 
woilc his way through all difficulties and dangers. To 
tdl the simple trvtl^ he wanted no other requisite for a 
-perfect statesman than to think always ri^, for no one 
can deny that be always acted as be thought ; and if lie 
wanted in correctness, be made up for it in perseverance— 
an exc^cot quality ! since it is surdy more dignified for 
a ruler to be perseveiing and consistent in error^ than 
waverine and coiiti*adictery in endeavouring to do what is 
right : uiis much is certain, and it is a maxim worthy the 
attention of all legislators, both great and small, who 
' itand ahalking in the wind, without knowing which way 
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to itecr. A rnler who acto according to hb own will is 
■ure of pte•8il^f himself; while he who sedu to satisfy the 
wishes and wbmis of otbere, runs a great risk of pleasing { 
nobody. The clock that stands still, and points stedfastly 
in one direction, is certain being right twice in the four 
and twenty hours ; while others may keep going contino- 
ally, and continually be going wrong. 

Nor did this magnanimous virtue escape the discern- 
ment of the good people of Nieow Nederlandts ; on the 
contrary, so high an opinion had tbey of the independent 
mind and vigorous intellects of their new governor, that 
they universally called him Hard-koppig fief, or Peter 
THE Headstrokch— a great compliment to his under- 
standing I 

If from all that I have said thou dost not gather, 
worthy reader, that Peter Stuyvcsant was a tough, sturdy, 
valiant, weather-beaten, mettlesome, obstinate, leathern- 
sided, lion-hearted, generous-spirited old governor, either 
I have written to but very little purpose, or thou art very 
dull at drawing conclusions. 

Thu most excellent govatior, whose character I liave 
thus attempted feebly to delineate, commenced his admi- 
nistration on the 29th of May, 1647 ; a remarkable 
stormy day, distinguished in all the alroanaks of the time 
which have come down to us, by the name of Windif 
Friday, As he was very jealous of his personal and 
official dignity, he was inaugurated into office with great 
ceremony; the goodly oaken chair of the renowned 
WoUter Van Twiller being carefully preserved for such 
occasions, in like manner as the chair and stone were reve- 
rentially preserved at Scone in Scotland, for the coronation 
of the Caledonian manaixhs. 

I must not omit to meution, that the tempestuous state 
of the elements, together with its being that unlucky day 
of the week, termed ^ hanging day,*' did not fail to excite 
much grave speculation, and divers very reasonable appre- 
hensions among the more ancient and enlightened inhabi- 
tants ; and several of the sager. sex, who were reputed to 
be not a little skilled in the mysteries of astrology and for- 
tune telling, did declare outright, that tbey were omens of 
a disastrous administration — an event that came to be 
lamentably verified, and which proves, beyond dispute, 
the wisdom of attending to those preternatural intimatioi». 
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^ furnished by dreams and visions, the flying of birds, fall- 

' ing of stones, and cackling of geese ; on which the sages 

and rulers of ancient times placed such reliance ; or to 
2 those shootings of stars, eclipses of the moon, bowlings of 

' dogs, and flarings of candles, carefully noted and inter- 
preted by the oracular sibyls of our day ; who, in my 
humble opinion, aie the legitimate inheritors and pre- 
servers of the ancient science of divination. This much is 
certain, that Govenor Stuyvesant succeeded to the chair pf 
state at a turbulent period ; when foes thronged and 
threatened from without; when anarchy and stiff-necked 
opposition reigned rampant within ; when the authority pf 
their high mightinesses the lords states-general, though 
founded on the broad Dutch bottom of unoffending iml^- 
cility ; though supported by economy, and defended by 
speeches, protests, pixKilamat ions— yet tottered to its very 
centre ; and when the gi'eat city of New Amsterdam, though 
fortified by flag-staffs, trumpeters, and windmills, seemed, 
like some fair lady of easy virtue, to lay open to attack, 
and ready to yield to the first invadei*. 



CHAP. U. 



Skofohig how Peier the Headstrong besHrred himself 

among the Rats and Cobwebs on entering into Office; 

and the perilous mistahe he was guilty ofy in his 

dealings with the Annphyikions, 

The very first movements of the great Peter, on taking 
the reins of government, displayed the magnanimity of his 
mind, though they occasioned not a little mai'vcl and un- 
easiness among the people of the Manhattoes. Finding 
bimself constantly interrupted byt^the opposition, and 
annoyed by the. sage advice of his privy council, the mem- 
bers of which had acquired the unreasonable habit of 
thinking and speaking for themselves during the preceditt^f 
reign» he determined at once to put a stop to such griev- 
ous abominations. Scarcely, therefore, had he entered 
npon his authority, than he turned out of office all those 
iikeddlesome spirits that composed the factious cabinet of 
.William the Testy, in place of whom he chose unto him- 
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fldf covnsellari from those fiit, somBiferous, respecfable 
famiU«»y that bad flouriiihed and slumbered under tiie easy 
reign of Walter the Doubter. All these he caused to be 
furnished with abundance of fair long pipes, aud to be 
regaled wtth frequent corporation dinners, admonisbtiig 
them to smoke, and eat, and sleep, for the good of the 
nation, whHe he took all the burden of goremment upon 
his own shoulders— an arrangement to which they all gave 
hearty acquiescence. 

Nor did he stop here, but made a hideous rout among 
the indentions and expedients of fats learned predeceasoi^ 
demolishing his flag-atafTs and windmiUs, which, like 
mighty giants, guaiSed the ramparts of New Amsterdam 
— pitdiing to the duyrd whole batteries of quakcr-gaas 
— rooting up his patent gallows, where caitiff iragabonds 
were suspended by the waistband ; and in a word, turning 
topsy-turry the whole philosophic, economic, and wind- 
mill system of tiw immortal sage of Saardam. 

The honest folk of New Amsterdam began to quake 
now for the ihte of -their matchless champion Anthony the 
trumpeter, who had acquu'ed prodigious favour in the eyes 
of the women. By- means of his whiskers and his trumpet. 
Him did Peter the Headstrong cause to be brought into 
his presence, and eyeing him for a moment from head to 
foot, with a countenance that would have appalled any 
thing else than a sounder of brass : « Prytbee, wlm and 
what ait thou ?** said he. ^^fiii^e," repihed the oHier, in 
no -wise diawnycd ; ^ for my name, it u Anthony Van 
Corlear — for my paMVtage, I am the son flf my mother.^ 
for my profession, I am champion and garrison of this 
great city of New Amsterdam.^ ** i doubt me nsoch/* 
said Peter Stuyvesant, ^ that thou art some smirvy coatard- 
monger knave — ^how didst thou acquire this paramoowt 
honour and dignity?" — ** Marry, Sir,*' replied the other, 
^ like many a g^reat man before me, simply bjf tomidmg 
my Ofcn trwmpei. ''*.—** Ay, is it so V quoth the govjemor, 
<* why then let| us liave a relish of thy art.** Whereupon 
he put his instrument to his lips, and tiounded a charge, 
witn such a tremendous outset, such a delectable quiver, 
and such a triumphant cadence, that it was enough to 
maAce your heart leap out of your mouth only to be within 
a mile of it Like as a wai*-worn chargei*, while spmlHig 
in peaceful plains, if by chance he hear the strains of mar- 
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tUl niktsi<f, pricks iip hifl ears, and sDortft and pawBy> and 
hiiMlks at tbe noise : so did the heroic soul of the mighty 
Peter joy to hear the clangour of the trumpet ; for of hin 
might traly be said what was recorded of the renowned 
St. Gewge of JEngland— << there was nothing in all the 
world tint more rejoiced his hearty than to hear the 
pleasant sound of war, and see the soldiers brandish forth 
their staled weapons.*^ Cutting his eyes more kindly^ 
therefore, upon the sturdy Van Corlear, and finding him to 
be a jollyy fat Httle man, shrewd in his discourse, yet of 
great discretion and immeasurable wind, he sti'aigbtway 
oonceiTcd a vast kindness for bim, and discharging him 
from the troublesome duty of garrisoning, and ctefending^ 
and alarming the city, ev^r after retaining him about bis 
person, as hb chief favourite^ confidential envov, and trusty 
squire. Instead of disturbing the city with disastrous 
notes, he was instructed to play so as to delight the 
governor while at his repasta, as did the minstrels of yore 
in the days of glorious chivalry — and on all public ooca- 
siois to rejoice the ears of the people with warlike melody } 
thereby keeping alive a aoUe and martial spirit* 

Many other alterations and i*eformations, both for the 
better and for the worse, did the governor makc^ of which 
my time will not serve me to record tbe particulars; 
suffice it to say, he soon contrived to make &ie province 
feel that he was its master, and treated the sovereign people 
with such tyranhical rigour, that they were all &in to hold 
thehr tongues, stay at home, and attend to their business ; 
insomnch that party feuds and distinctions were almost 
forgotten, and many thriving keepers of taverns and dram- 
shops were utterly ruined for want of business. * 

Indeed tbe critical state of public affairs at this time 
dedMnded tbe utmost vigilance and promptitude. The 
formidable council of the Amphyctions, which had caused 
ao much tribulation to the unfortunate Kieft, still continued 
au|(itie»tiiig its forces, and threatened to link within its 
imien all the mighty principalities and powers of the east. 
In the very year following the inauguration of Governor 
Stnyvesant, a grand deputatnn departed firom the city of 
Providence (famous for its dusty streets and beauteoua 
women), in behalf of the puissant plantation of Rhode 
Island, praying to be admitted into the league. 

a 2 
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Tbe following mention is made of this application in 
certain records of that assemblage of worthies) which are 
si ill extant*. 

<« Mr. Will Cottin^ton and Captain Partridge of Rhoode 
Hand presented this insewing request to the commissioners 
in wrightin g 

*< Our request and motion is-in bebalfe of Rhoode Hand, 
that wee the Handera of Rhoode Hand may be rescauied 
into combination with all the united colonyes of New- 
England in a firme and perpetuall league of friendship 
and amity of ofence and defence, mutnall advice and snccor 
upon all just occasions for our mutuall safety and well- 
iaire, &c. 

<* Will Cottington, 

<' Alicxaander Partridgi.* 



»> 



There is certainly something in the very physiognomy 
of this document, that might well inspire apprehension. 
The name of Alexander, however mis-spelt, has been 
war-like in every age j and though its fierceness is in 
tfume measure softened by being coupled with the gentle 
cognomen of Partridge; still, like the colour of scarlet, it 
bears an exceeding great resemblance to the sound of a 
trumpet. From the style of the letter, moreover, and the 
8bldier.like ignorance of orthography displayed by tbe noble 
captain, Alicxsander Partridg, in spelling his own nanle, 
we may picture to ourselves this mighty man of Rhodes, 
like a second Ajax, strong in arms, potent in the field, 
and as great a scholar as though he had been educated 
among that learued people of Tfaurace, who, Aristotle assures 
lis, could not count beyond the number four. 

But whatever might be tbe -threatening aspect of this 
famous confederation, Peter Stuyvesant was not a man to 
be kept in a state of incertitude and vague apprehension j 
he liked nothing so much as to meet danger face to face, 
and take it by the beard. Determined, therefore, to put 
an end to all these petty maraudings on the borders, be 
wrote two or three categorical letters to the grand council ; 
which, though neither couched iu bad Latin, nor yet graced 

• Hai. Col. Stat. Pap, 
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by rlietorical tropes about wolves and lambS) and beetle- 
fliesy yet bad moi'e effect than all the elaborate epistles, 
protests, and proclamations of his learned predecessor put 
together. In conseouence of bis urgrent propositions, the 
fpreat Confederacy ot the east lagged to enter into a final 
adjustment of grierances and itettlement of boundaries, to 
the end that a perpetual and happy peace might take pkce 
belw«(^ the two powers. For this purpose Governor 
Stilyvesant deputed two ambassadors to negociate^witb 
<3Miimi8Bioiicrs from the grand council of the league, and a ' 
ti^eaty was soleBinly conduded at Hartford. On receiving 
tM Intelligence of this event, the whole conmiunity was 
ki an liproar of exultation. The trumpet of the sturdy 
Van Corlear sounded all day 'with joyful clangour from 
the ramparts of Fort Amsterdam, and at night the city 
WAS BMignifieently illuminated with two hundred and fifty 
tallow candles ; besides a barrel of tar, which was burned 
before the governor's house, on the cheering aspect of 
public affairs. 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like the great 
and good Peter, congratulating himself with the idea, (that 
his ftelings will no longer be molested by afflicting details 
of itoien burses, broken heads, impounded bogs, and all 
the other catalogue of heart-rending (cruelties, that dis- 
graced these border wars. But if he should indulge in 
such expectations, it is a proof that he is but little versed 
n the plsradoxical ways of cabinets j to convince him of 
wbich^ I solicit his serious attention to my next chapter, 
wherein t will shew that Peter Stuyvesant has already 
commfittcil a gieat error in politics ; and by effecting a 
peace^ has materially jeopardized the tranquillity of the 
province. 
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CHAP. III. 

tUmiaining variout Spcculatioiu on War .and Niagoeia^ 
iiona-^shevoing that a Treaty of Peace U a great naiionai 

Evil. 

It was the opinion of that poetical philosopher, Lacre- 
tins, that war was the original state of man ; whom he de- 
scribed as being primitively a savage beast of prey, engaged 
in a constant state of hostility with his own species, and 
that this ferocious spirit was tamed and ameliorated by 
society. The same opinion has been advocated by the 
learned Hobbcs *, nor have there been wanting many other 
philosophei's to admit and defend it. 

For my part, though prodigiously fond of these valuable 
spieculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, in - 
this instance, I am inclined to take the proposition by 
halves, believing with Horacef, that though war may 
have been originally the favourite amusement and indna- 
trious employment of our progenitors j yet, like many 
other excellent habits, so far from being ameliorated, it 
has been cultivated and confirmed by refinement and civi- 
tization, and increases in exact proportion as we approach 
towards that state of perfection, which is the ne fhu fUira 
of modern philosophy. 

The first conflict between man and man was the mere 
exertion of physical force, unaided by auxiliary weapons 
—his arm was his buckler, his fist was his mace, and & 
broken head the catastrophe of his encouuiers. The battle* 
of unassisted strength was succeeded by the more rugged 
ones of stones and dubs, and war assumed a sanguinary 
aspect. As man advanced in refinement, as his faculties 
expanded, and his sensibilities became more exquisite, he 
gi*ew rapidly more ingenious and experienced in the art of 
murdering his fellow beings. He invented a thousand 
devices to defend and to assault— the helmet, the cuirass 

* Hoblies' Leviathan, part i, chap. 13. 

t Cum prorepseruut primis aninuufa Icnis, 
Mutuin iic turpe pecus. glandem atque cubiiia propter, 
fJnguibus et pugiiiSp deiii fustibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabaut armis, quae po&t fabricaverat luus. 

Ilor. Sat. L. i. S. 3. 
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ahd the buckler, the sword, the dart, and the javelin,' pre- 
pared him to elude the wound, as well as to launch the 
blow. Still urg^ing on, in the brilliant and philanthropic 
career of invention, he enlarges and heightens his powers 
of defence and injury.— -I'he aries, the scorpio, the balista, 
aiid the catapulta, give a horror and sublimity to war : 
and magnify its glory, by increasing its desolation. Still 
insatiable, though armed with machinery that seemed to 
reach the limits of destructive invention, and to yield a 
power of injury, commensurate even with the desires of 
revenge — still deeper researches must be made in the 
diabolical arcania. With furious zeal he dives into the 
bowels of the earth; he toils midst poisonous minerals 
and deadly salts— the sublime discovery of gunpowder 
blazes upon the world->-and, finally, the dreadful art of 
fighting by proclamation seems to endow the demon of war 
with ubiquity and omnipotence ! 

' This, indeed, is grand !-— this, indeed, marks the powers 
of inind, and bespeaks that divine endowment of reasod, 
which distinguishes us from the animals, our inferiors. 
The unenlightened brutes content themselves with the 
native force Mrhich Providence has assigned them. The 
angry bull butts with his hornjt, as did his progeoitoiv 
before him — ^the lion, the leopard, and the tyger, seek only, 
with th^ir talons and their fangs to gratify their sanguinary - 
fury; and even the subtle serpent darts the jsame venom, 
and uses the same wiles, as did his sire before the flood. 
Man alone, blessed with the inventive mind, goes on from 
discovery to discovery— enlarges and multiplies his powers 
of destruction j arrogates the tremendous weapons of Deity 
itself, and tasks creation to assist him in murdering his 
brother worm ! 

In proportion as the art of war has increased in im- 
provement, has the art of preserving peace advanced in 
equal ratio; and as we have discovered, in this age ^of 
wonders and inventions, that proclamation is tlie most 
formklable engine in war, so have we discovered the no 
less ingenious mode of maintaining peace by perpetual . 
negociations. 

A treaty, or to speak more correctly, a negociation, 
therefore, according to the acceptation of experienced 
statesmen, learned in these matters, is no longer an at- 
tempt to accommodate differences, to asee^^n rights, and 
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to MtaliKBh all e<|uit»ble enchwige of kind offices ; bat m 
cdntfeti of fkiU bctweoD two powers, which shall over.reach 
ami take in ttw other. It is a cunntiij^ endeavour to obtain 
by iMacefal mamenTrei and the chicanery of cabioetSy 
thoie adTantsfresy which a nation wouM otherwise haire 
wrested byfbroe of arms. In the same manner that a con- 
sdentions hi|^wayraan reforms, and becomes an excellent 
attd |Mraiseworthy citisen, contenting himself with cheating 
hife neigbfaoAr out of that property he woald fenaerly 
have seised with open yiolence. 

Ill Ihct, the only time when two nations can be said to 
be lb a state of perfect amity, is when a negociatien i« 
ofMen^ and a treaty pending. Then, as there are no stipn- 
lations entered into, no bonds to restrain the wil|| im 
Bpedfie limits to awaken that captions jealousy of right 
iAlrfatited in our nature^ as each party has some advantage 
to hope and expect from the other— >then it is that the two 
nntions are so gracious and friendly to each other ; their 
ministers professing the highest mutual regard, exchangin|t 
bHIets-doox, making fine speeches, and indulging in all 
those little diplomatic flirtations, coqnetriesy and firadlingsj 
that do so marvellottsly tickle the good humour of the 
respeetlTe nations* Thus it may paradoxically be said, 
that there is nerer so good an nnderBtanding between two 
nationi^ as when there is a little misunderstanding ; and 
that so long as they are on no terms, they are on the best 
tehns in tibe world. 

I do .'not by any means pretend to claim the merit of 
hairing made the abore political discovery. It has in Ihct 
long been secretly acted npon by certain enlightened cabi- 
flets, and is^ together with divers other notable theories^ 
privately copied out of the common-place book of an ilhis- 
trions -gCta t lemanj who has been member of congress, and 
ci^olred the unlimited confidence of heads of department. 
To Hiis principle may be ascribed the wonderful ingednlty 
that has been shown of late years in protracting and 
interrnpting negociations. Hence the cunning measure of 
al^ppointing as ambassador some political pettifogger skilled 
in delays, sophisms, and misapprehensions, and dexterous 
in the art of baiHing argument $ or some blundering states- 
man^ whose errors and misconstructions may be a pl^a for 
nosing to ratify bis engagements. And hence, too» that 
ilM»t DtotaUe expedient, so popular with our gov^efnment,. 
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of fiendiDg out a brace of ambassadors ^ who baving each 
an individual will to consult, cliaracter to establish, and 
intei'est to promote, you may as well look for unanimity 
and concord between two lovere with one mistress, two 
dugs with one bone, or two naked rogues with one pair, 
of breeches. This disagreement, therefore^ is continufilly 
breeding delays and impediments, in consequence of which 
the ncgociation goes on swimmingly, inasmuch as there 
is no prospect of its ever coming to a close. Nothing « 
is lost by these delays and obstacles but time ; and in a 
negociation, according to the theory I have exposed, 
all time lost is in reality 90 much time gained :— with 
what delightful paradoxes does modem political economy 
abound ! 

. Now all that 1 have here advanced is so notoriously true, 
that I almost blush to take up the ^ime of my readers, 
with treating of matters which must many a time hare 
stared them in the face;,. But the proposition to which I 
would most earnestly call their attention is this, that 
though a negociation be the most harmonizing of all 
national transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great 
political evil, and one of the most fruitful sources of war.* 

.1 have rarely seen an instance of any special contract 
between individuals, that did not produce jealousies, 
bickerings, and often downright ruptures between them ; 
nor did 1 ever know of a treaty between two nations that 
did not occasion continual misunderstandings. How many 
worthy country neighbours have I known, who, after 
living in peace and good fellowsiiip for years, hare been 
thrown into a state of distrust, cavilling, and animosity,' 
by some ilUstarred agreement about fences, runs of water, 
and stray cattle. And how many well meaning nations, 
who weald otherwise have remained in the must amicable 
disposition towards each other, have been brought ta 
swords* points about the infringement or misconstruction 
of some treaty, which in an evil hour they had concluded ' 
by way of making their amity more sure. 

Treaties at b«^t are but complied with so long as interest 
requires their fulfilment ; Aronsequently, they are viilually 
binding on the weaker party only, or in plain truth, they 
are not binding at all. No nation will wantonly go to 
war with another, if it has nothing to gain thereby, and 
therefore needs no treaty to. restrain it from violence j and 
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If it tere any thinif lo pm^ I nmcb yfc^iuu» Irsn whAi 
1 bftve wifnesMd of the righteoai conduct of DOtion% 
wbrlttef itty treaty oonld be arade ao atfOHf Aat it cotfU 
Mt thrnflt tbe iWord throofb; nay, 1 wwiM hoM ton to 
inatf fbo treaty itielf i»onld be tbo rcry ODorce to wliicb 
moH #onld be had to ftnd a pretext for hostilitiea. 

11hi8^ tberdbre^ I oonchid^ that thoagh it it the bert of 
iM policiea Ibr a nation to keep np a oonotant ncgociation 
#tth itf neigbboOr% yet it h the MOntnit of foliy, for 
M ever to he belled into a treaty ; far ten comea on 
tM Mn-fttUHnerit and infi aetlon*^4lMi mDonatranoey IIwb 
aUcrcslion, then relaliallo% then roeriniination» ai«i» 
ftflollyi opcftwar. Inaword^ negociaiion jn like cooru 
ahip^ a time of aweet words, galliuit apeeches, soli looks, 
M Mdearing cwttaes, bnt the aiafriwe ctreaiooy is the 
aigMllbr hoitilitifli. 

CttAP. IV/ 

JERw Pief^ 9Htytettmi wtti gnailif hOied bff Mr Adver* 
mtrUi the M&u Troopeti'^-'fmi kk Ctmiwi f Jlefrnpon. 

Ir toy paittMakiog reader be not somewhat p etpkji od> 
In the eotirw of the imtiocinatbn of my lost chapter, ho 
wttl donbtkss at one glance perceire, that the great PeMr^ 
In conclnding a treaty with his eastern neigfiww rs, waa 
gnttty of a Umentable error and heteroxody in politios. 
To this nnlneky agreement may jnstly be aacribod n 
world of little infringements, akercstionsi negDciation% 
and bickctingSy which afterwards took place b e twe en the 
hvepnoehaMe Stnyresant, and the eriUdispoBed cooneil 
of A mpb yc tions. All these did not a little diotnrb the 
constttntional serenity of the good borghcra of ManOahata) 
but In sooth they were so Tcry pitiAil in their natnre mad 
effects, that a grave historian, who gmdges the tfano spent 
in any thing less than recording the fiill of empires^ and 
the rerdation of worlds, wonld think them nnwortiiy to 
be inscribed on his sacred poge. 

"Hie reader is therefore to take it for granted, tfaongb I 
team to waste in the detail that time which my furrowed 
Ir«^ and tffombHng hand inform me is iniralnable, that aM 
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ihe whtte the grfiiA Peter was occupied in those treiaen- 
4aiw and bkiody^onteiite that I sfaaU shortly rehearse, there 
4ra8 a cootiiiued series of little, dirty, snivelliDg sUrmisheSy 
acwuriflfs, broils, and maraudiogs made oa the eastera 
frontiers, by the Hooas^troopeni ^ CotOBecticut. But UJce 
dfaa;t misaor of chiiralry, the sage and valarotts 2)onQuixot(S> 
1 leime Jhese petty contests for some iv^iwe Swcho S^Hi^> 
4if a liisteiioa, while I reserve my prowess auad my pen for 
•fibierenents of lugher dignity. 

Now did the great Peter conclude, that his labamn bad 
fitMUS la « dose in the ^eaflt» and that he had nothing to do 
h^ npfiy himself to the intesnal prosperity ^ his bel^vied 
Manbsttofs. Thong^i a man of great modesty, he could 
flMA help hoaating thai he had at j^gtfa shvi the temple of 
#nniis ; and that, wene all ruleis like a.eectain p«rfon wl|o 
ahouM Ike nameless, it would neyer he opened aga#n. But 
•the evidtation of the wortiiy governor was put to « speedy 
check ; for scarce was the treaty concluded^ and hard^ 
araa the ink dried on the paper, before the cni6y and dis- 
coMiteaus council of the league sought a nev prince for 
■ve-iUnniBg the Barnes of discord. 

it aeeoM to be the nature of confederacies, repnl^yucf, 
nnd such like powers, that want the true masculine dia- 
racter, to indulge exceedingly in certain feminine panics 
nnd nnspiciflns. like son^e good 'lady of del^ate and 
sioldy "virtue, who is in constant dnead of leaving bar 
vestal purity oontaminated or sednqed; and wbo» if fi man 
4n bvtt take tnr by the band, or loedc her in the Dbubc, is 
vendy to cry oiit, rape! and min!-^so these aqueamicii 
ipovenments are perpetual^ on .the alarm for & viriwMB 
if the flonntryi-«fiei*y manly jbeaance is a violation iof the 
leoiaatitntioni^^very nonarcby or otbei* mascuUpe govern- 
.ment'airQnad them is laymg snares for their seduction; and 
they are for ever detecting infernal ploti, iby which th^ 
tsoae lA be iMtrayed, didmnoured, and <<ibeought upon the 
tnsrn." 

if any fwonf were wanting 4)f >the trutb jof theae opinions, 
d vottld instance the conduct 4»f a certain jf«piibUc nf our 
^hiy« whs^ good dame» has already withatoed somany plots 
and conspiracies gainst her vii'tue^ and has so often come 
near bein|; made << no better ^than abe sboukl ^.*' I 
nrttttld oiotioeilwr constant jealousies qf poor nld fisgUmd) 
Mhn, hjf iheriMHi efiflMuit> Jias sboanincwnnntly tifsing $» 
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M|> ho* koDonr) thoogfai from my mulf I never oo«M 
believe the hoocit old gentleman meant ber any nidmcia 
Whereaiy on the contrary, I thiok 1 have Bcyeml tmica 
«au|^t her iqueeiiog hands, and indulging in certain aaoo- 
lovs ogliDga with that lad fellow BnonafMrtCy who nil the 
world knows to be a great deapoiler of national virtue^ to 
have mined all the empires in his neighbourhood, and to 
have debauched every republic that came in his way ; but 
so it is, these rakes seem always to gain aiognhur fiivour 
with the ladies. 

But I crave pardon of my reader for thus wanderin|^ 
and will endeavour, in some measure, to apply the foi^o. 
ing remarks ; for, in the year 1651, we are told that the 
great confederacy of the east accused the immaculate 
Peter (the soul of honour and heart of steel), that, by 
divers gifts and promises, he had been secretly endeavour- 
ing to instigate the Narrohigansett (or Narraganset), Mo- 
haque, and Pequot Indians, to surprise and massacre the 
Yankee settlements. " For," as the council slanderously 
observed, "the Indians round about for divers hundred 
miles cercnte, seeme to have drunke deep of an Intoxica- 
ting cupp, att or from the Manhatoes against the English, 
whoe have sought their good both in bmlily and spirituaU 
* vespec's* 

History does not make mention how the great council 

of the Amphyctions came by this precious plot : whether 

It were honestly brought at a fitir market price, or disoo** 

vered by sheer good fortune. It is certain, bowever, that 

they examined divers Indians, who all swore to the fact' 

as sturdily as though they bad been so many Christian 

'trt>oper8 : and to be more sure of their veracity, the sage 

-coVincil previously made every raother^s son of thou 

-devoutly drunk, remembering an old and trite proverb, 

which it is not necessary for me to repeat. 

'Though descended from a family which suffered much 
injury from the losel Yankees of those times, my great 
grandfather having had a yoke of oxen and his best pacer 
stolen, and having received a pair of 'black eyes and a 
-bloody nose in one of these border wars ; and my grand- 
Either, when a very little boy tending pigs, having been 
kidimpped and severely flogged by a long'«ided Omnec- 
ticut schoolmaster ; yet 1 should have passed over all these 
sriongs with forgiveness and oblivion :— 4 . could (Ovun 
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have suffered them to have broken Evert Ducking^fi h^d, 
to have kicked the doughty Jacobus Van Cnrlet and his 
vtt^ed regiment out of doors, ctinied every hoe into cap- 
tivity, atid depopulated every hen-roost on the face of 
the earth with perfect impunity ; but this wranton attack 
upon one of the most gallant and irreproachable heroes of 
modem times is too much even for me to digest, and hai 
overset, with a single puff", the patience of the historiaOy 
and the forbearance of the Dutchman. 

Oh reader, it was false— 1 swear to thee, it was false ! 
—If thou hast any respect for my word,—* if the undevia- 
ttng character ibr veracity which 1 have endeavoured to 
maintain throughout this work; has its due weight- with 
thee, thou^ wilt not give thy faith to this tale of slander j 
Ibr I pledge my honour and my immortal fame to thee> 
that the gallant' Peter Stuyvesant was not only innocent 
of this foul conspiracy, but would have suffered his right 
arm, or even his wooden leg, to consume with slow and 
everlasting flames, rather than attempt to destroy his 
enemies in any other way than open, generous warfare.- 
Beshrew those caitiff scouts, that conspired to sully his 
honest name by such an imputation ! 

Peter Stuyvesant, though he perhaps had never heard 
of a Knight Errant, yet had he as true a heart of chivalry 
as ever beat at the round table of King Arthur. There 
was a spirit of native gallantry, a nsble and generous 
hardihood, diffused through his rugged manners, which 
altogether gave uuquestionable tokens of an heroic mind. 
He was, in truth, a hero of chivalry struck off by the hand 
of Nature at a single heat ; and though she had taken no 
further care to polish and refine her workmanship, he stood 
forth a miracle of her skill. 

But not to be iigui^tive (a tkuM in historic writing, 
which I particularly eschew), the great Peter possessed, 
in an eminent deg^ree, the seven renowned and noble 
virtues of knighthcrad, il^hich, as he had never consulted 
authors in the disciplining and cultivating of his mind, I 
verily believe must have l^n implanted in a, corner of his 
heart by dame Nature herself— where they flourished 
among his hardy qualities, like so many sweet wild 
flowers, shooting foi-th and thriving with redundant luxn. 
riance among stubborn rocks. Such was the -mind of * 
Peter the Headstrong, and if my admiration fur it has, on 
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l^fily which beoomeB the laborious scribe of historic 
ereotiy I can plead as aa apology, thai thouj^h a ^>^^ 
grey headad JJatdman, anrived aliaoai at the bottom or 
the dowD-hiU of life, I itill retain some portion of that 
celeitial fire^ which sparklet in the eyes of youth, when 
coBtemplating the Tirtuea and achievemenls of ancient 
worthies. Blessed, thrice and nine times blessed be the 
good St. Nicholaa-'that I have escaped the influence of 
that chilling apathy, which too often freeses the sympathies 
of age J which, like a churlish spirit, sits at the portals of 
the heart, repulsing every genial sentiment, and paralyzii^ 
every spontaneous glow ofenthusiasm. « 

No sooner then did this scoundrel imputation oa his 
honour reach the ear of Peter Stuyvesant, than be pro> 
reeded in a manner which would have redounded to his 
credit, even though he had studied for years in the library 
of 0on Quixote himself. He immediately despatched 
his vaUant trumpeter and squire^ Anthony Van Corlear, 
with orders to ride night and day, as herald, to the Am- 
phyctionic council, reproaching them in terms of noble 
indignation, for giving ear to the slanders of heathen in- 
fidcU, against the cbancter of a Christian, a gentleman, 
and a soldier— and declaiing, that as to the treacherous 
and bloody plot alleged against him, whoever aflirmed it 
to be true^ lied in his teeth !— -to prove which, he defied 
the president of the council and all of bis compeers, or if 
they pleased, their puissant champion. Captain A If winder 
Partndg, that mighty man of Rhodes, to meet him in a 
single combat, whve he woald trust the vindication of his 
innocence to the prowess of his arm. 

This challenge being delivered with due ceremony, 
Anthony Van Corlear sounded a trumpet of defiance 
before the whole council, ending with a most horrific 
.and nasal twang, full in the face of Captain Partridge 
who almost jumped out of his skin in an ecstacy of asto- 
nishment at the noise. This done, he mounted a tall 
Flanders mare, which he always rode, and trotted merrily 
towards the Manhattoes— passing through Hai*tford, and 
Pyqnag, and Middletown, and aU the other border towns 
—twanging his trumpet like a very devil, so that the 
sweet valleys and banks of the Connecticut resounded 
with the warlike melody«-and stopping occasionally to eat 
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pumpkin pics, dance at couiltry froiicd, and bundle ^ith 
the beauteous lasses of those parts, whom he rc|}oi€ed 
exceedingly with his soul-stirring instrument. 

But the grand council being composed of considerate 
men, had no idea of running a tilting with such a fiery 
bcro as the hardy Ptetei^—on the contrary they 4ent him 
ftu answer, couched in the meekest, the most mild, and 
provoking terms ; in which they assured him that his guilt 
was proved to their perfect satisiaction, by the testimony 
of dirers sober and respectable Indians, and concluding 
with this truly amiable paragraph :— ^< For youre conlu 
doat denialls of the Barbarous plott charged will waigb 
little in balance against such evidence, soe that we must 
•iill require and seeke due satisfiiction and cecuritiej soe 
we rest, 

« Su-, 
** Youres hi wayes of Righteousness, &c.** 

1 am aware that the above transaction has been difTer- 
eutly recorded by certain historians of the east, and else- 
whei^ ; who seem to have inherited the bitter enmity of 
their ancestors to the brave Peter— and much good may 
their inheritance do them^ These declare, that Peter 
Stuyvesant requested to have the charges against him 
inquired into, by cummissionera to be appointed for the 
purpose ; and yet tliat when such commissioners were 
appointed, he refused to submit to their examination. In 
this artful account thei'e is but the semblanee of truth ; he 
did, indeed, most gallantly offer, when that he found a 
deaf ear was turned to his challenge, to submit his con* 
duct to the rigorous inspection of a court of honour— but 
then he expected to find it an august tribunal, composed 
of courteous gentlemen, the governors and nobility of the 
confederate plantations, and of the province of New Ne- 
therlands j where he might be tried by his peers, in a 
manner w<Mrthy of his rank and dignity— whereas, let mie 
perish, if they did not send to the Mauhattoes two lean- 
sided hungry pettifoggers, mounted on Narraganset 
pacers, with saddle bags under the bottoms, and green 
satchels under their arms, as though they were about to 
beat the hoof from one country court to another in search 
of a law-suit. 

R2 
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The chivalric Peter, as might be expected, 
notice oC these cunning varlets ; who, with pr 
industry, fell to prying and sifting about, in qn 
parte evidence ; perplexing divers simple Indiai 
women, with th^ cross questioning, until they h: 
dieted and forswore themselves most horribly, 
often done in our courts of justice. Thus havinj 
tbeir errand to their own satisfaction, they retun 
grand council with their satchels and saddle ba 
full of villainous rumours, apocryphal stories, 
rageoas calumnies— for all which the great Pete 
care a tobacco stopper; but, I warrant me, 
attempted to play off the same trick upon W 
Testy, be would have treated them both to 
gambol on his patent gallows. 

The grand council of the east held a very soU 
ing oo the return of their envoys, and after the) 
d^ed a long time on the situation of affairs, i 
the point of adjourning without being able to a^ 
any thinf^. At this critical moment one of thes< 
•om^ imleiatig^ble spirits, who endeavour to e 
duuracter for patriotism by blowing the bellows 
until the whole furnace of politics is red-hpt wii 
and cinders ; and who have just cunning enougl 
that there is no time so favourable for gettic 
people's backs as when they are in a stata of 
and attending to every body^s business but t 
This aspiring imp of faction, who was called 
politician, because he had secured a seat in the c 
calumniating all his opponents : he, I say, cone 
a fit opportunity to strike a blow that should s 
popularity among his constituents, who lived on tl 
of Nienw Nederlaudts, and were the greatest p< 
Christendom, excepting the Scotch border nobl 
a second Peter the Hermit, therefore, he stood 
preached up a crusade against Peter Stuyvesam 
devoted city. 

He made a speech which lasted six hours, 
to the ancient custom in these parts ; in which 
sented the Dutch as a race of impious, here 
neither believed in witchcraft nor the sovereign 
hOrse-shocs— >who left their country for the lucrt 
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not, like themselves, for the enjoyment of Uherty ofctm- 
«c£0iiee-— who, in shoit, were a race of mere cannabab and 
anthropophagi, inasmnch as they never eat cod fish on 
Saturdays, devoured swine^s flesh without molasses, and 
faeld pumpkins in utter contempt. 

This speech bad the desired effect ; for the council, be- 
ing awakened by the seijeant-at-aVnis, rubbed their eyes, 
and declared that it was just and politic to declare instuit 
war against these uncbristiau antipumpkinites. But it waa 
necessary that the people at large should first be prepared 
for this measure, and for this purpose the arguments of 
the orator were preached firom the pulpit for several Sun- 
days subsequent, and earnestly recommended to the con- 
sideration of every good Christian, who professed as well 
as practised, the doctrine of meekness, charity, and the 
forgiveness of injuries. This is the first time we hear of 
the ^* Drum Ecclesiastic** beating up for political recruits 
in our country ; and it proved of such signal efficacy that 
it has since been called into frequent service throughout 
our Union. A cunning politician is often found skulking 
under the clerical I'obe, with an outside all religion, and 
an inside all political ranconr. Things spiritual and 
things temporal are strangely jumbled together, like poisons 
and antidotes on an apothecary*s shelf ; and instead of a 
devout sermon, the simple church-going folk have often a 
political pamphlet thrust down theii* throats, labelled with 
a pious text from Scripture. 



CHAP. V. 

How the NeW'Anuterdammers became great in amw, 
and of the direful ctUastrophe of a mighty Army^^toge- 
(her with Peter Stuyi'-eMmfs measure to fortify the CHty 
^r^md how he was the original Founder ef the Battery. 

But notwithstanding that the grand council, as I have 
already shown, were amazingly discreet in their proceed* 
ings respecting the New Netherlands, and conducted the 
whole with almost as much silence and mystery as docs 
the sage British cabinet one of its ill-starred secret expedi- 
tions^~yGi did the ever-watchful Peter r«ceiv« as fuU and 
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Mcarale informalkMi of every moveracDt as lioes the court 
4»f France of aU the notable enterprises 1 bavc mentioiiecl. 
^He accordingly set himself to work, to render the ma- 
cUnations of bis bitter adTerBaries abortive. 

1 know that mahy will censure the precipitation of this 
Bt4i«t-h«arted old governor, in that he hurried into the 
cxpcDoes of fortification, without ascertaining whether 
they were neonsary, by prudently waiting until the eneny 
was at the door. But they should recollect that Peter 
Stnyvcsant had not the benefit of an insight into the 
Bodem arcana of politics, and nVas strangely bigoted to 
certain obaotete maxims of the old school ; among which 
lie firmly believed, that, to render a country respected 
ahroad, it was necessary to make it formidable at honoe ; 
and that a nation should place its reliance for peace and 
secnrity, more npon its own strength, than on the justice or 
good-will of its neighbours.— -He proceeded, therefore, with 
all diligence, to put the province and metropolis in a 
strong posture of defence. 

Among the few remnants of ingenious inventions which 
remained from the days of William the Testy, were tbuse 
impregnable bulwarks of public safety, militia laws ; by 
which the inhabitants were obliged to turn out twice a 
year, with such military equipments— as it pleased God ; 
and were put under the command of very valiant tailors 
and man-milliners, who, though on otdinary occasions 
the meekest, pippin-hearted little men in the world, were 
very devils at parades and court martials, when I hey had 
cocked hats on their h^s, and swords by their sides. 
Under the instmction of these periodical warriors, the 
gallant train-hands made marvellous proficiency in the 
mystery of gunpowder. ' They were taught to fiice to the 
right, to w^l to the left, to snap off empty firelocks 
without winking, to turn a comer without any great up- 
roar or iiTCgularity, and to march through sun and rain 
irom one end of the town to the other without flinching, 
until in the end they became so valorous that they fired 
off blank cartridges, without so much as turning away 
their heads— could hear the largest field-piece discharged, 
without stopping their ears, or falling into much confa- 
sion ; and would even go through all the fatigues and 
perils of a summer day^s parade, without havii^ their 
■ranks much thinned by desertion ! 
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> True it is, the genius of this truly pacific people was 
so little given to war, that, during the intervals which 
occuiTcd between field days, they generally contrived to 
forget all the military tuition they had received ; se that 
whcu they re-appeared on parade, they scarcely knew the 
butt*end of the muskei from the muzzle, and invariably 
mistook the right shoulder for the left—- a mistake which, 
however, was soon obviated by chalking their left aitnb. 
But whatevei' might be their blunders and awkwardness, 
the sagacious Kieft declared them to be of but little im- 
portance—since, as he judiciously observed, one ■ cam- 
paign would be of more instruction to them than a huU' 
dred pai'ades ; for though two-thirds of them might be 
food for powder, yet such of the other third as did not run 
away would become most experienced veterans. 

The great Stuyvesant had no particular veneration for 
the ingenious experiments and institutions of his shrewd 
predecessor, and among other things, held the militia 
system in very considerable contempt, which he was often 
heard to call in joke— for he was sometimes fond of a 
jok&— 'Governor Kieft^s broken reed. As, however, the 
present emergency was pressing, he was obliged to avail 
himself of such means of defence as were next at hand, 
and accordingly appointed a general inspection and 
parade of the train-bands. But, oh ! Mars and Bellona, 
and all ye other powers of war, both great and small, 
what a turning out was here !— Here came men without 
officers, and officers without men— long fowling-pieces 
and short blunderbusses— muskets of all sorts and eizesf 
some without bayonets, others without locks, others with- 
out stocks, and many without lock, stock, or barrek-* 
Cartridge-boxes, shot-belts, powder-horns, swords, hatchets, 
snicker-snees, crow-bars, and broomsticks, all mingled 
higgledy piggledy— ^ike one of our continental armies at 
the breaking out of the revolution. v 9-^ 

This sudden transformation of a pacific community into 
a band of warriors is, doubtless, what is meant in modern 
days, by ^* putting a nation in armour," and '< fixing it in 
an attitude." In which armour and attitude it makes as 
flMurtial a figure, and likely to acquit itself with as much 
prowess, as the renowned Sancho Pan^a, when shddenly 
equipped to defend his Island of Barataria. 

The sturdy Peter eyed this ragged regiment with some 
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such rueful aspect as a man wauld eye the devil ; but 
kuttwittfT* like a wise man, that aU be had to do waa to 
make the bent out of a bad bargain^ be detennioed to gwm 
his bei-oeM a neaaouing^. Havtn|r, therefore, drilled tiwin 
through the manual exercise over and over again, be 
ordered the fifes to strike up a quick march, and tradged 
his sturdy boots backwards and forwards about the streets 
of New Amsterdam, and the fields adjacent, uutil tlieir 
short legs achetl, and their fat sides sweated again. But 
this was uot all ; the martial spirit of the old governor 
caught fire from the sprightly music of the fife^ and he 
resolved to try the mettle of his troops, and give them' 
a taste of the hai'dsbtps of iron war. To this end he 
encamped them, as the shades of evening fell, upon a lull 
furmerly railed Bunker^s Hill, at some distance from the 
town, with a full intention of initiating them into the dis 
cipline of camps, and of renewing the next day the toils 
and perils of the field. But so it came to pass, that, in 
the night there fell a great and heavy rain, which de- 
scended in torrents upon the camp, and the mighty tfrmy 
strangely melted away before it ; so that when Gaffer 
Phoebus came to shed his rooming beams upon the place, 
saving Peter Sluyvesaqt and his trumpeter Van Corlear, 
scarce one was to be found of all the multitude that had 
encamped there the night before. 

This awful dissolution of his army would have appalled 
a commander of less nerve than Fei&r Stuyvesantj but 
he considered it as a matter of but small importance, 
though he henceforward regarded the militia system with 
ten times greater contempt than ever, and took car*' to 
provide himself with a good garrison of chosen men, whom 
he kept in pay $ of whom he boasted, that they at least 
possessed the quality, indispensable in soldiers, of being 
waier-protf. 

The next care of the vigilant Stuyvesaut was to strenghten 
and fortify New Amsterdam. For this purpose he caused 
to be built a strong picket-fence, that reached across the 
island, from river to river, being intended to protect the 
city, not merely from the sudden invasions of foreign 
enemies, but likewise fi'om the incursions of the neighbour- 
ing savages.* 

* lo an antique view of New Amsterdam^ taken some years after 
the above period, i« a repre«entatiou of thin wall, which strttched 
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' Some traditions, it is true, have ascribed the bnitdiiig 
of this wall to a later period, -but they are»whoUy incor- 
rect ; for a memorandum in the Stuyvesant manuscript, 
dated towards the middle of the governor's reign, men- 
tions this wall particularly, as a very strong and curious 
piece of workmanship, and the admiration of all the 
savages in the neighbourhood. And it mentions, more- 
over, the alarming circumstance of a drove ef stray cows 
breaking through the grand wall of a dark night ; by which 
the whole community of New Amsterdam was thrown 
into a terrible panic. 

In addition to this great wall, he cast up several out- 
works to Fort Amsterdam, to protect the sea-board at the 
point of the island. These consisted of formidable mud- 
batteries, solidly faced, after the manner of the Dutch 
ovens, common in those days, #ith clam-shells. 

These frowning bulwarks, in process of time, came to 
be pleasantly overrun by a verdant carpet of grass and 
clover, and their high embankments overshadowed by 
wide-spreading sycamores, among whose foliage the little 
birds sported about, rejoicing the ear with their melodious 
notes. The old burghers would repair of an afternoon to 
femoke their pipes under the shade of their branches, con- 
templating the goldent sun as he gradually sunk into the 
west»-an emblem of that tranquil end tov ard which them- 
selves were hastening ; while the young men and the 
damsels of the town would take many a moonlight stroll 
among these favourite haunts, watching the silver beams 
of chaste Cynthia tremble along the calm bosom of the 
bay, or light up the white sail of some gliding bark, and 
interchange the honest vows of constant affection. Such 
was the origin of that renowned walk, The Battery y 
which, though ostensibly devoted to the purposes of 
war, has ever been couseci-ated to the sweet delights of 
peace — the favourite walk of declining age — ^the boiltbful 
resort of the feeble invalid — the Sunday refreshment of 

along the conrse of Wall .Street, so called in commemoration of this 
great bulwark. One gate, called tbe Land- I^oort, opened upon Broad- 
way, hard by where at present stands the Trinity Church ; and 
another called the Water-Poort stood about where tbe Tontine 
Cofi'ee-houHe is at present, openiug npon Smits Vkye, or, as it is coui. 
nionly called, Smith Fly, tlien a marshy valley, with a creek or inlet 
extending up what we call Maiden Lane. 



190 HISTORY or 

the du«ty tradesman — the sceae of loany a boyish ^m- 
bol — the rendezvout of many a tender a8sifi:natiun — the 
comfort of the citizeo— ttie ornament of New- York — and 
the pride of the lov«ly i«laud of Mannahata. 



CHAP. VI. 

Horn the PwpU of ike £att Cmmhy were eutUemfy 
afflicied^ with a diaholicai evtl— and their judieume 
meaaureefor the extirpaiUM thereof. 

HAVliro thus provided for the temporary aecnrity ol 
New Amaterdam, and guarded it agaiuat any andden aiir- 
priae, the gallant Petq- took a hearty pinch of anuff, and 
snapping hia fingers, set the great council of AmphyctioaB 
and their champion the doughty Alicxsander Pmtndg at 
defiance. It is impossible to say, notwithstanding^ what 
might have been the issue of this affair, had not the 
council been all at once involved in sad perplexity, and as 
much divseosion sown among ita members, aa of yore 
was stirred up in the camp of the brawling warrkira of 
Greece. 

The council of the league, as I have shown in my last 
chapter, bad already announced its hostile determinatioas, 
Hud already was the mighty colony of New.Haven and 
the puissant town of Pyquag, otherwise called Weatheia- 
field — ^famous for its onions and witches— and the great 
trading house of Hartford, and all the other redoubtable 
border towns, in a prodigiovs turmoil, furbishing up their 
rusty fowling-pieces, and shouting aloud for war; by 
which they anticipated easy conquests and gorgeous spoils 
from the little fat Dutch villages. But this joyouabrawU 
iiig was soon silenced by the conduct of the colony of 
MassachuHetts. Struck with the gallant spirit of the brave 
old Peter, and convinced by the chivalric frankness and 
heroic warmth of his vindication, they refused to believe 
him guilty of the infamous plot most wrongfully laid at 
his door. With a generosity for which I would yield them 
immortal honoury they declared that no determination of 
the grand council of the league should bind the general 
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coturC of Mostadiuaetts to join in ail offensive war, which 
should appear to such general court to be unjust.** 

This refusal immediiilely involved the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts) and the other combined colouies, in very 
serious difficulties and disputes; and would no doubt 
iiave produced a dissolution of the confederacy, but that 
the council of Amphyctions, finding that they could not 
stand alone, if mutilated by the 1^ of so important a 
member as Massachusetts, were fain to abandon for the 
present their hostile machinations against tke Manhaltoes. 
Such is (be marvellous energy and the puissance of those 
€M>Bfederacie8, composed of a number of sturdy, self>willed, 
discordant parts, loosely banded together by a puny 
general government. As it was, however, the warlike 
towns of Connecticut had no cause to deplore this disap- 
poiatment of their martial ardour ; for by my faith-^ 
thoBgh the combined powers of the league might have been 
too potent, in the end, for the robustous warriors of the 
Nanhattoes ; yet, in the interim, would the llonJiearted 
Petei> and his myrmidons have choaked the stomachfui 
heroes of Pyqnag with their own onions, and have given 
the other little bwder-lowns such a scouring, that I warrant 
they would have had no stomach to squat on the land, or 
invade the hen-roost of a New Nederlander for a century to 



Indeed there was more than one cause to divert the 
attention of the good people of the east from their hostile 
purposes) for just about this time were they horribly 
beleagured and harassed by the inroads of the prince of 
darkness, divers of whose liege subjects they detected 
lurking within their camp, all of whom they incontinently 
roasted as so many spies and dangerous enemies. Not to 
speak in parables, we are informec^ that at this juncture, 
the New England provinces were exeedingly troubled by 
multitudes of losel witches, who wrought strange devices 
to beguile and distress the multitude; and notwithstanding^ 
nmnerotts judicious and bloody laws had been enacted 
against all ** solemn conversing or compacting with the 
dhril, by Ivay of conjuracion or the like,t" yet did the 
dark crime of witchcraft continue to increase to an alarm- 
ing degree that would almost transcend belief, were not 

* Haz. Col. S. Pap. t New Plymouth Record. 
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the fact too well aufliehSioatcd to be even doubted fur aa 
instant. 

What 18 particularly worthy of admiration 19, that this 
terrible art, which so lon^ has baffled the painful researchei 
and abtmse studies of philosophers, astrologers alcbymisls, 
thenr^ists, and other sages, was chiefly confined to the 
most ignorant, decrepid, and ugly old women in the 
community, who had scarcely more brains tliau the bmmm- 
tticks they rode upon. Where they first acquired their 
infernal education— whether from the works of the ancieat 
theurgists — ' the demonology of the ISgyptiaaa — - the 
bclomancy, or divination by arrows, of the Scythianfr-^ 
the spectrology of the-Germans— the magic of tlie PeRians 
—the enchantment of the Laplander»->-or from the archives 
of the dark and mysterious caverns of the Dom Daniel— 
is a question pregnant with many learned and ingenioas 
doubts ; particularly as most of them were totally uaveiMd 
in the occult mysteries of the alphabet. 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who love 
dearly to be in a panic, are not long in want of proofe 
to support it. Raise but the cry of yellow fever, and 
immediately every head-ach, and indigestion, and OTerflow- 
ing of the bile, is pfonounced the terrible epidemic In 
like manner, in the present instance, whoever was troubled 
with a colic or lumbago was sure to be bewitched, and woe 
to any unlucky old woman that lived in his neighbouriiood. 
Such a howling abomination could not be sitfiered ta 
remain long unnoticed, and it accordingly soon attracted 
the fiery indignation of the sober and reflective part of the 
community, more especially of those, who^ whilome, bad 
evinced so much active benevolence in the conversion of 
qiiakers and anabaptists, llie grand council of the 
Amphyctions publicly set their faces against so deadly and 
dangerous a sin, and a severe scrutiny took place after those 
nefarious witches, who were easily detected by devil^s 
pinches, black cats, broomsticks, and the circumstance of 
their only being able to weep three tears, atid those out of 
the left eye. 

It is incredible the number of offences that wei^ detected, 
** for every one uf which," says the profound and reverend 
Cotton Mather, in that excellent work, the History of 
New England—-'* we have such a suflicicnt evidence that 
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no reasonable man in this whole country ever did question 
them ; and it will he unreasonable to do it in any other.""* 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John 
Jofiselyti, Gent, furiiisbes us with unquestionable facts on 
this subject. V There are none,^' observes he, << that beg 
in this country, but there be witches. too many— bottle- 
bellied witches, and others, that produce many strange 
apparitions, if you will believe a report of a shallop at 
sea, ihann^ with women, and of a ship and great red 
horse standing by (he mainmast ; the ship being in a small 
core to the eastward vanished of a sudden,'* &c. 

The number of delinquents, however, and their magical 
devices, were not more remarkable than their diabolical 
obstinacy. Though exhorted in the most solemn, persua- 
sive, aud aflectionate mannei*, to confess themselves guilty, 
and be burnt for the good of religion and the entertain- 
ment of the public, yet did they most pertinaciously persist 
in asserting their innocence. Such incredible obstinacy 
was in itself deserving of immediate punishment, and was 
sufficient proof, if proof were necessary, that they were 
in le^^e with the devil, who is pcrverseness itself. But 
their judges were just and merciful, and were determined 
to punish none that wei^e not convicted on the best of 
testimony ; not that they needed any evidence to satisfy 
their own minds, for, like true and experienced judges, 
their minds were perfectly made up, and they were 
thoroughly satisfied of the guilt of tiie prisoners, before 
they proceeded to try them; but still something was 
ueceaaary to convince the community at lai^e — to quiet 
those prying quidnuncs who should come after them ; in 
shor^ the world must be satisfied. Oh the world, the 
world!—- all the world knows the world of trouble the 
world is eternally occasioning !— The worthy judges, there- 
fore^ were driven to the necessity of sifting, detecting, and 
making evident as noon-day matters which were at the 
commencement all clearly underatood and firmly decided 
upon in their own peiicraniums ; so that it may truly be 
said, that the witches were burned to gratify the populace 
of the day, but were tried for the satisfaction of the 
whole world that should come after them ! 

Finding, therefore, that neither exhortation, sound 

* MaUier'8 Hist, New Enp. %. vi. ch. 7. 
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reason, nor friendly entreaty, had any avail on these 
hardened offenders, they resorted to the more urgent argv- 
ments of the torture ; and having thus absolutely wrung the 
truth from their stubborn lips, they condemned than to 
undergo the roasting due unto the heinous crimes they bad 
confessed. Some even carried their {lerverseness so fiur as 
to expire under the torture, protesting their innocence to 
the last ; but these were looked upon as thoroughly and 
absolutely possessed by the devil, and the pious hf- 
standers only lamented that they had not lived a little 
longer to have perished in the flames. 

In the city of Ephesus, we are tok), that the plaj^ue was 
expelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to death, whom 
Apoilonius pointed out as being the evil spirit that caused 
it, and who actually showed himself to be a demon, by 
changing into a shaggy dog. In like manner, and by 
'measures equally sagacidus, a salutary check was given to 
this growing evil. The witches were all burned, iKinishcd, 
or panic-struck, and in a little while there was not an 
ngly old woman to be found throughout New England, 
which is doubtless one reason why all the young women 
there are so handsome. Those honest folk who had 
■uffered from their incantations gradually recovered, 
excepting such as had been afflicted with twitches and 
aches, which, however, assumed the less alarming aspects 
of rheumatisms, sciatics, and lumbagos ; and the good 
people of New England, abandoning the study of the 
occult sciences, turned their attention to the more pix>fitabk 
hocus pocus of trade, and soon became expert in the 
legepdeinain art of turning a penny. Still, however, a 
ting|6 of the old leaven is discernible, even unto this day, 
in their characters ; witches occasionally start up among 
them in different disguises, as physicians, civilians, and 
divines. The people at large show a keennesi, a cleverness, 
and a profundity of wisdom, that savours strongly of 
witchcnm ; and it has been remarked, that whenever any 
■tones foil from the moon, the greater part of them ate 
sure to tumble into New England. , 
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CHAP. VII. 

iVhlck reeordt the rise and renown of a valiani Cofou 
numder; skewing thai a Many like a bladder j may be 
puffed up to greatness and importunee by mere toind. 

When treating of those tempestuous timee, the unknown 
writer of the Stuyvesant manuscript breaks out into a 
vehement apostrophe, in praise of the good St. Nicholas ; 
to whose protecting care he entirely ascribes the strange 
dissensions that broke out in the council of the Amphye- 
tionsy and the direful witchcraft that prevailed in the east 
country; whereby the hostile machinations against the 
Nederlandeira were for a time frustrated, and his favourite 
city of New-Amsterdam preserved from imminent peril 
and deadly warfare. Darkness and louring superstition 
hung over the fkir valleys of the east — the pleasant banks 
of the CJonnecticut no longer echoed with the sounds of 
rustic gaiety— .direful phantoms land portentous apparitions 
were seen in the air — gliding spectrums haunted ei^ry 
wild brook and dreary glen — strange voices made by view, 
less forms, were heard in desert solitudes — and the border 
towns were so occupied in detecting and punishing the 
knowing old women that bad produced these alarming 
appearances, that for a while the province of Nieuw 
Medcrlandts and its inhabitants were totally forgotten. 

The great P^r, therefore, finding that nothing was to 
be immediately apprehended from his eastern neighbours, 
turned himself about, with a praise-worthy vigilance that 
aver distinguished him, to put a stop to the insults of the 
Swedes. These freebooters, my attentive reader will 
recollect, had beg^nto be very troublesome towards the 
latter part of the reign of William the Testy, having set 
the proclamations of that doughty little governor at 
naught, and put the intrepid Jdu Jansen Alpendam to a 
perfect nonplus! 

Peter Stuyvesant, however, as has ali'eady been shown, 
was a governor of different habits and turn of miiid. 
Without more ado, he immediately issued orders for 
raising a corps of troops to be istationed on the southern 
frontier, under the command of brigadier-general Jacobus 

8 2 
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Von Poffenburgh. This illustrious wanrior bad risen to 
great importance durinfc the rei^ of Wilbelmus Kieft ; 
and, if histories speak true, was second in comniand to tk 
hapless Van Curlet, when he and his ragged regiment were 
inhumanly kicked out of Fort Good Hope by ^e Yankea. 
In consequence of having been iiT such a *< memorable 
affair,** and of having received more wounds on a certain 
honourable part, that shall be nameless, than any of his 
iHwnrff^W, be was ever after considered as a hero» who had 
«seen some service." Certain it is, he enjoyed the 
unlimited confidence and friendship of William tbe Testy ; 
who would sit for hours, and listen with wonder to his |pui- 
powder narratives of surprising victories — he bad never 
gained) and chreadful battles^from which he had nu 
away ; and the governor was once beard to declare, that 
bad be lived in ancient times, be might nnqueationably 
have claimed the armour of Achilles— being not merely 
like AittXf a mighty blustering man of battle ^ bnt in the 
cabinet a second Ulysses, that is to say, very Taliant of 
speech, and long winded — all which, as nobody in New- 
Amsterdam knew aught of the ancient heroes in question, 
passed totally uncontradicted. 

. It was tropically observed by honest old Socratea, that 
heaven had infused into some men at their birth a portion 
of intellectual gold ; into others, of intellectual silvo* ; 
while others were bounteously furnished out with abun- 
dance of brass and iron. Now, of this last class was 
undoubtedly the great General Von Poffenburgh, and, 
fiHim the display he continually made thereof, I am inclined 
to think that dame /Mature, who will sometimes be partial* 
had blessed him with enough of those valuable materials 
to have fitted up a dozen ordinary brazieis. But what is 
most to be admired is, that he contrived to pass off. all bis 
brass and copper upon Wilhelmus Kieft, who was no great 
judge of base coin, as pure and genuine gold. The con- 
sequence was, that upon the resignation of Jacobus Van 
Curlet, who, after the loss of Fort Goed Hoop, retired like 
a veteran general, to live under the shade of his laurels 
the mighty << copper captain" was pronioted to his station. 
This he filled with great impoitance^ always styling hiiu> 
self " commander>in-chief of the armies of the New 
Nelherlandtsj" though, to tell the truth, the armies, or 
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ratlier wmy, comisted of a handful of beiMtealiog, bottle* 
bminng nif amuffiin. 

Such was the character of the warrior appoioted by 
Peter Stnyveaant to defend hi9 southern frontier ; nor may 
it be wniBteresting to my reader to have a glimpse of his 
person. He was not very tall, but notwithstanding, a huge 
€ull-bodied man, whose bulk did not so much arise from 
his being fat as windy ; being so completely inflated with 
bis own importance, that he resembled one of those bags 
€»f wind which iEolus, in an incredible fit of geneitwityy 
^▼e to that wandering warrior Ulysses. 

His dress comported with this character, for he bad 
almost as much brass and cop)>er without, as Nature bad 
ettored away within. His coat was crossed and slashed^ 
and carbonadoed with stripes of copper lace, and swathed 
round the body with a crimson sash, of the size and 
texture of a fishing net, doubtless to keep his valiant heart 
from bursting through his ribs. His head and whiskers 
were profusely powdered, from the midst of which his 
fall blooded fiice glowed like a fiery furnace; and his 
magnaminous soul seemed ready to bounce out at a pair of 
large glassy blinking eyes, which projected like those of a 
lobster. 

I swear to thee, worthy Teader, if report belie not this 
wrarrior, I would give all the money in my pocket to have 
seen him accoutred cap-i-pie in martial array-^booted to 
the* middle — sashed to the 6hiu— collared to the ears- 
whiskered to the teeth-^crowued with an overshadowing 
cocked hat, and girded with a leathern belt ten. inches 
brood, from which trailed a falchion, of a length that I dare 
nak mention. Thus equipped, he strutted about as bitter 
looking a .man of war as the far filmed More of More- 
Hall, when he sallied fiirth, armed at all points, to slay the 
dragon of Wantley.* 

Notwithstanding all the great endowments and trans- 

" ** Had you but seen bim in this dress, 
How fierce he looked and bow big; 
Yon would have thought him for to be 
Some Egyptian Porcupig. 

<* He frighted all, cats, dogs avd all, 
Each cow, each hone, and each bog ; , 

For fear they did flee, for they took bim to be 
Some stnuigs outlandish bedge-bopr.** 

Ballad of Drag, of Want 
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ceodant quftlilies of this renowned g^ueral, I imist oon> 
feas be was not exactly the kind of man that the i^aUaat 
Peter would have chosen to command his troopa — but the 
truth Is, that in those days the province did not abound, 
as at present, in p'cat military characters j who, like so 
many Cincinnatuses, people every little village — mar- 
■ballinsf out cabbages instead of soldiers, and stgnatizing 
themselves in the corn-field instead of the field of battle : 
who have surrendered the toils of war for the more vueful 
but inglorious arts of peace ! and so blended the laurel 
with the olive, that you may have a general for a landlord^ 
a colonel for a stage-driver, and your horse shod by a 
valiant << captain of volunteers/*— Neither had Pcler 
Stnyvesant an opportunity of choosing, like modern rulers, 
lirom a loyal band of editora of newspapers-^-no mentioa 
being made in tlie histories of tlie times of any such class 
of mercenaries being retained in pay bygovemment, either 
as trumpeters, champions, or body guards. The redoubts 
able General Von FoflTenburgh, therefore, was appointed 
to the command of the new- levied troops, chiefly because 
tliere were no competitors for the station, and partly 
because it would have been a breach, of militai7 etiquette, 
to have appointed a younger officer over his heeld — an 
iigustice which the great Peter would have rather died than 
have committed. 

Mo sooner did this thrice -valiant copper captain r ec ei ve 
marching orders, than he conducted his army undauntedly 
to the southern frontier ; through wild lands and savage 
deserts, over insurmountable mountains, across impassaUe 
floods, and through impenetrable forests; encountering 
more perils, accoi^ing to his own account than did ever 
the great Xeuophon in his far fiuned retreat with his tea 
thousand Grecians. All this accomplished, he established 
on the South (or Delaware^ river a redoubtable redoubt, 
named Fort CksuiiR, in honour of a fkvourite pair, of 
brimstone-teqioured trunk breeches of the governor. As 
this fort will be found to give rise to very important and 
interesting events, it may be worth while to notice, that it 
was afterwards called Nienw-Amstel, and was the original 
germ of the present flourishing town of New-Castlb, an 
appellation erroneously substituted for No Catiiey there 
neither being nor never having been a castle or any thing 
of the kind upon the premises. 



^MEW YORK. 199 

The Siredes did not suffer tamely this menacing move- 
ment of the Nederlanden; on the contrary Jan Priniz, at 
that time governor of New Sweden, issued a protest against 
what be termed an encrdachment upon his jurisdiction. 
But the valiant Von PofFenburgh had become too well 
versed in the nature of proclamatioite and protests, while he 
served undar William the Testy, to lie in any wise dawnted 
by such paper warfare. His fortress being finished, it 
WouM have done any man's heart good to behold into 
what a magnitude he immediately swelled. He w'ould 
stride in and out a do2en times a day, surveying it in front 
mnd in rear; on this side and on that.— -Then would he 
dress himself in full regimentals, and strut backwaitls 
and forwards, for hours together, on the top of his little 
rampart— like a vain-glorious cock-pigeon vapouring on 
the top of his coop. ' In a word, unless my readers have 
noticed, with* curious eye, the petty commander of one of 
our little^ snivelling, military posts, swelling with all the 
▼anity of new- regimentals, and the pomposity derived from 
commanding, a handful of tatterdemalions, I despair of 
giving them any adequate idea of the prodigious dignity of 
General Von Poffenburgh. 

It is recorded in the delectable romance of Pierce Forest, 

that a young knight, being dubbed by king Alexander, did 

incontinently gallop into an adjoining forest, and be- 

■lalioured the trees with such might and main that the 

whole court was convinced that he was the roost potent 

«Bd courageous gentleman on the face of the earth. In like 

manner the great Von Poffenburgh would ease off that 

valorous spleen, which like wind is so apt to grow unruly 

in the stomachs of new made soldiers, impelling them to 

hoX'lobby brawls, and broken headed quarrels*— For at such 

times, when he found |iis martial spirit waxing hot within 

him, he would prudently mlly /ortb into the fields, and 

lugging out. his trusty sabre, would lay about him most 

lustily, decapitating cabbages by platoons; hewing 

.down whole phalanxes of sun-flowers, which be termed 

.gigantic Swedes ; and if, peradventure, he espied a colony 

of honest big-belled pumpkins quietly baslun^ themsetves 

in the sun, « Ah, caitiff Yankees,'' would be roar, « have 

I caught ye at last !"— so saying, with one sweep of his 

sword) he wsuid cleave the unhappy vegetables from Iheir 

chins to their waitftbauds: by which warlike havoc his 
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cholcr beinf in Mme lort aHnyed, he would retnro to kit 
garrisoo with a full con^ictiony tb&t he was a very miracle 
of military prowcM. 

The next mmbitioa of General Yon Poffenbnrgh was to 
be thoagbt a ftrict difciplinarian. Well knowiait tkat 
discipline it the mwI oi all military enterprise^ be eoforced 
it with the most ri|rorou8 prccirion ; obli(piig^ every maa 
to tnm out hie toes, and hold up his head on parade ; and 
prescribing tiie brcudth of their ruffles to all such as had 
any shirts to their backs. 

Having^ one day^ in the course of his derout reaearAm 
in the Bible (for the pious iEneas himself could not exceed 
him in outward religion,} encountered the history of 
Absalom and his melancholy end^ the pneral, in aa eril 
hour, issued orders for cropping the hair of both offioera 
and men throughout the garrison. Now it came to pass, 
that among his officers was one KUdermeester; a sturdy 
▼eteran wm had cherish^, through the course of a long 
life, a rug|ed mop of hair, not a little resembling the 
shag of a Newfoundland dog ; terminating with an ins- 
moderate queue, like the handle of a frying-pan $ and 
queued so tightly to his head, that his eyes and moulh 
generally stocMlajar, and his eyebrows were drawn up to 
the top of his forehead. It may naturally be supposed 
that the pos se ssor of so goodly an appendage would resist 
with abhorrence an order condemning it to the shears — 
Samson himself could not have held his locks more sacred^ 
and on hearing the general orders, he discharged a tempest 
of veteran, soMier-like oaths, and dunder and blizums 
— swore he would break any man*s head who attempted 
to meddle with his tail— queued it stiffer than ever, and 
whisked it about the garrison as fiercely as die tail of a 
crocodile. 

The eeUskin queue of old Kildermeester became in- 
stantlyan affair of the utmost tmportanoe. The com- 
mander-in-chief was too enlightened an officer not to 
perceive that the discipline of the garrison, the subordina^ 
tion and good order of the armiet of the Mienw Neder- 
landts, tl^ consequent safety of the whole province and 
altimately the dignity and prosperity of their high migfati- 
•esses, the lords states-general, but above all, the dignity 
of the great General Von Poffenburgh — ^all imperiously 
demanded the docking of that stubboro queue. He there- 
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fore determined that old Kildermeester should be publicly 
shorn of his glories in presei)ce of the whole garrison — 
the old man as resolutely stood 4n the defensive — whereupon 
the general, as became a great iijian, was highly exasperated, 
and the ofiTtoder was arrested knd tried by a court martial 
for mtttiny, desertion, and all the other list of offences 
noticed in the articles of war, ending with a ** videlicet, in 
wearing an eel-skin queue, three feet long, contrary to 
orders.*^ — Then came on arraignments, and trials, and 
pleadings, and the whole country was in a ferment about this 
unfortunate queue. As it is well known that the com- 
mander of a distant frontier post has the power of acting 
pretty much after his own will, there is little doubt but that 
the veteran would have been hanged, or shot at least, had 
he not luckily falletl ill of a fever, through mere chagrin 
and mortification— and most flagitiously . deserted from 
earthly command, with his bejpved locks unviolatcd. 
His olKtinacy remained unshaken to the very last moment, 
when he directed that he should be carried to his grave 
with bis eel-skin queue sticking out of a hole in his'coffin. 
This magnanimous afiair obtained the general great 
credit as an excellent disciplinarian, but it is hiuteil that 
be was evei'^^fter subject to bad dreams, and fearful 
visitations in the night— when the grisly spectrum of old 
Kildermeester would stand sentinel by the bedside, erect 
as a pump, his enormous queue strutting out like the 
handle. 



END OF BOOK FIFTH. 



man^mr or 



BOOK SIXTIL 



COMTAimirG TBI SBCOMD PART OP TBB RBI6X 6f 

PBTSB TBR BEAOtTBOHGy AND BIS GAI.IJUIT 

AGBIBVEMBHTS OB TBB DEI.AWABB. 



CHAP. I. 

InwkiekisejddbOedawartiktP&rtraiiqfikegnmiP^iff^ 

at FM Catimir. 

HiTBBRTOy BMMt ▼eoenblc mod coorteouB reador, have 
f tliowii thee the admtniBlratioii of the ndorous StayreuaU, 
ttoder the mild mooiMhiDe of peace, or rather the grin 
tranquillity of awfiil expectation ; but now the war-drwa 
rnmblea from alary the brasen trumpet brays its tfarilUii^ 
note^ and the rude clash of hostile aims speaks fearfiil 
prophecies of coming troubles. The gallant warrior starts 
from soft repose, from golden visions, and ToAptnoaa ease; 
where^ in the dulcet ** piping time of peace," he sought 
sweet solace after all his toils. No more in beauty^a sirea 
lap reclined, he weaves fair garlands for his lady'a btows ; 
no more entwines with flowers his shioiog sword; nsr 
through the livelong lazy summer^s day chants forth his 
lovesick soul in madrigals. To manhood roused, he spurai 
the amorous flute $ doffs from bis brawny back the mbe of 
peace, and ctothes his pampered limbs in panoply of aieel. 
O'er his dark brow, where late the myrtle waved-^where 
wanton roses breathed enervate love— he rears the beaming 
casque and nodding plume j grasps the bright shield, and 
shakes the ponderous lance; or mounts with eager pride 
his fiery steed, and bums for deeds of glorious chivalry ! 

But soft, worthy reader ! 1 would not have you imagine, 
that any preux chevalier thus hideously begirt with iron, 
existed in the city of New-Amsterdam. This is but a 
lofty and gigantic mode in which heroic writers always 
talk of war, thereby to give it a noble and imposing aspect, 
equipping our warriors with bucklers, helms, aud lances, 
aiid such like outlandish and obsolete weapons, the like 
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wbich perchance they had iievei* seen or heard of ; in the 
same manner that a cunning statuary arrays a modern 
l^eneral or an admiral in the accoutrements of a Caesar or 
an Alexander. The simple truth then of all this orato- 
rical flourish is this— 'that the valiant Peter Stuyvesant, all 
of a sudden, found it necessary to scour his trusty blade, 
which too long had rusted in its scabbard, and prepare 
himself to undergo those hardy toils of war, in which his 
mighty soul so much delighted. 

Methinks I at this moment behold him in my imagina- 
tion— H)r rather, I behold his goodly portrait, which still 
hangs up in the family mansion of theStuyvesants, arrayed 
in all the terrors of a trae Dutch general. His regimental 
coat of German blue, gorgeously decorated with a goodly 
show of large brass buttons, reaching from his waistband 
to his chin. The yoluminous skirts turned up at the 
comers, and separating gallantly behind, i^ as to display 
the seat of a sumptuous pair of brimstone-coloured trunk 
breeches*— a gpraceful style 9tiU prevalent among 'the 
warriors of our day, and which is in conformity to the 
Custom of ancient heroes, wlio scorned to defend themselves 
in rear. His fkce rendeicd exceedingly terrible and warlike 
by a pair of black mnstachios ; his hair strutting oat on 
each side in stiffly pomatumed ear-locks, and descending in 
a mt»tul queue below his waist ; a shining stock of black 
leather supporting his chin, and a little, hot fierce cocked 
hat stuck with a gallant and fiery air over his left eye. 
Such was the chivalric part of Peter the Headstrong; and 
when he made a sudden halt, planting himself firmly on 
his solid supporter, with his wooden leg inlaid with silver, 
a little in advance, in order to strengthen his position, his 
right hand grasping a gold-headed cane,' bis left resting 
upon the piimmel of his sword j his bead dressing, spiritedly 
to Che right, with a most appalling and hard favoured 
fi-own upon his brow«-he presented altcigether one of the 
most commanding, bitter looking, and soldierlike figures, 
that ever strutted upon canvass. Proceed we now to 
enquire the cause of this warlike preparation. 

The encroachiAg disposition of the Swedes, on the south 
or Delaware river, has been duly recorded in the chronicles 
of the reign of William the Testy. These encroachments, 
having been endured with that heroic magnanimity which 
is the corner stone, or according to Aristotle, the left hand 
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neiirltboitr of true courage, had been repeated and wickedly 
ajptrravatcd. 

The Swedef, who were of that class of cuaninp pretea- 
den to Christianity, 'who read the bible upside dows, 
whenever it interferes with their interests, ioverted tk 
fpolden maxim ; and when their neighbour suffered tbm 
to smite him on the one ch«ek, they generally smote hisi 
•n the other also, whether turned to them or act. Their 
repeated aggressions had been among the numeroits sonrca 
of ▼exation that conspired to keep the irritable senstbtlitin 
of Wilhelmus Kieft m a constant fever ; aod it was oalf 
owing to the unfortunate circumstance tbit he haul always 
a hundred things to do at once, that he did not take sock 
unrelenting yengeance as their offences merited.' But 
they had now a chieftain of a different character to desl 
with; and they were soon guilty of a piece of treachery 
that threw his honest blood in a ferment, and precluded 
all ^rUier sufferance. 

Printz, the governor of the province of New Sweden, 
being either deceased or removed, for of this fact some 
uncertainty exists, was succeeded by Jan Risingh, a 
gigantic Swede; and who, had he not been rather fcnockp 
kiMed and splay-footed, might have served for the model 
of a Samson or a Hercules. He was no less rapacious 
than mighty, and withal as crafty as he was rapacioms; so 
that, in fiict, there is very little doubt, had he lived some 
four or five centuries before, he would have been one of 
those wicked giants, who took such a cruel pleasure in^ 
pocketing distressed damsels, when gadding about the 
world ; and locking them up in enchanted castles, without 
a toilette, a change of linen, or any other convenience. la 
consequence of these enormities, they fell under the high 
displeasure of chivaliy, and all true, loyal, and gallant 
knights were instructed to attack and slay outright any 
miscreant they might happen to find, above six feet high ; 
which is doubtless one reason that the race of large mea 
is nearly extinct, and the generations of latter ages so 
exceeding small. . 

No sooner did Governor Risingh enter upon his office, 
than he immediately cast his eyes upon the important post 
of Fort Casimir, and formed the righteous resolution of 
taking it into possession. The only thing that remained 
to consider was the mode of carrying hb resolution into 
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effect : and here I must do him the justice to say, that lie 
exhibited a humanity rarely to be met witli amonfc leaders, 
and which I have never seen equalled in modern tiiucs, 
excepting aroonf^ the English, in their glorious afiair at 
Copenhagen. Wilting to spare the effusion of blood and 
the miseries of open warfare, he benevolently shunned 
every thing like avowed hostility or regular siege, and 
resorted to the less glorious but more merciful expedient 
of treachery. 

Under pretence, therefore, of paying a neighbourly 
▼iftit to General Von Poffenburgh, at his new post dT 
Fort Casimir, he made requisite preparation, sailed in 
great state up the .Delaware, displayed his flag with the 
most ceremonious punctilio, and honoured the fortress 
with a royal salute, previous to dropping anchor. The 
unusual noise awakened a veteran Dutch sentinel, who 
was napping faithfiilly at his post, and who having suf. 
fered his match to go out, contrived to return the com. 
pltment, by discharging his rusty musket with the spark 
of a pipe, which he borrowed from one of his comrades. 
The salute indeed would have been answei'ed by the 
guns of the fort, had they not unfortunately been out of 
order, and the magazine deficient in ammunition— acci- 
dents to which foi*t8 have in all ages been liable, and 
which were the more excusable in the present instance, 
as Fort Casimir had only been erected about two years, 
and General Von Poffenburgh, its mighty commander^ 
had been fully occupied with matters of much greater 
importance. 

Risiogh, highly satisfied with this courteous reply to 
his salute, treated the fort to a second, for he well knew 
its commander was marvelliHisly delighted with these 
little ceremonials, which he considered as so many acts 
of homage paid to his greatness. He then lauded in 
great states attended by a suite of thirty men— a prodigbus 
and vaio-glorious retinue, ibr a petty governor of a. petty 
settlement, in those <lays of primitive simplicity ; and to 
the full as great an army as generally swells the pomp 
and marches in the rear of our frontiei* commanders at the 
present day. 

The number in fiict might have awakened suspicion, had 
not the mind of the great Von Poffenburgh been so com- 
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plctdy engrMMd with an aU-pcTYvdinp; idea of himid^ 
tbat be bad not room to admit a tbou^ iicsiflcs. Ii 
fact be considered tbe concourse of Ri«ingh''a foUoirerv u 
a compliment to himBelf^i— «o apt are §^reat men to ataad 
between tbanielvtv and the tuo, and ^completely eclipte 
tbe trntb by their own iibadow. 

It nay readily be imagined bow mucb General T« 
Poffeabnrfb was flattered by a Tisit from no aagnpt a 
pcrtonaie ; bit only embarrasament was, how he sboaU 
receivebim in sn^ a 



receive bim in sn^ a manner aa to appear to Ihe fcreatat 
advnnlacc, and make tbe moat advantafeoua inaprasaoa. 
Tbe mun fuard was ordered immediately to turn oal, 
and tbe arms and regimentals (of which the fvnsos 
pomoMd ftiU half a doaea sniu) were equally diatribntrd 
among tbe soldiers. One tall lank fellow appeared iat 
coat intended for a small man, the skirts of which teacbot 
a little bdow bis waist, the buttons were between hii 
•bonldcrsy and tbe sleeves half way to bia wriala, so thit 
bis bands looked like a conple of huge spadca ; aod the 
eoat not being large enough to meet in front, was linked 
together by loops, made of a pair of red worated garten. 
Another had an old cocked hat, stuck on the back of hk 
head, and decorated with a bunch of cock's tailn—a third 
had a pair of rusty gaiters banging about bia hcclo w hile 
a fonrtbk who was a short duck-legged little Trojan, wss 
equipped in a huge pair of the generars cast-off hreecbo, 
which be held up with one bamd, while be grasped his 
Urdock with tbe other. The rest were accoutred in simi- 
lar style, excepting three graceless ragamuffins, who had 
no shirts, and but a pair and half of breeches between 
tiiem, wherefore they were sent to tbe black-hole, to keep 
them out of view. There is nothing in which the talents 
of a prudent commander are more completely testified 
than in thus setting matters off to the greatest advantage; 
and it is for this reason that our frontier posts at the 
pesent day (that of Niagara for example) display their 
best suit of regimentals on the back of the sentinel who 
stands in sight of travellers. 

His men being thus gallantly arrayed,— thoae who 
lacked muskets shouldering sj^es and pickaxes, aod 
every man being ordered to tuck in his shirt tail and pull up 
bis brogues, General Von Poffenburgh first took a stordy 
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draught of foaming ale^ which, like the mafnaniniMMifl 
More of More-hall*, was hi« invariable practice on all 
^rcat orcaiiions; which done, he put himself at their head, 
oi^ered the pine planks, which served as a drawbridge^ 
f to be laid down, and issued forth from his castle, like a 
mighty giant, just refreshed with wine. But when the 
two heroes met, then began a scene of warlike parade and 
chivalric courtesy thai beggars all description. Risingh, 
'who^ as I before hinted, was a shrewd, cunning politician, 
and bad grown grey much before his time, in consequence 
of his craftiness, saw at one glance the ruling passkm of 
the great Von Poffenburgb, and humoured him in all his 
▼alorous fiintasies. 

Their detachments were accordingly drawn up in finrnt 
of each other; they carried arms, and they presented arms; 
they gave the standing salute and the passing salute :-*» 
they rolled their drums, they flourished their fifes, and 
they waved their colours— they faced to the left, and they 
liioed to the ri|ht, and they faced to the right about >— 
they wheeled forward, and they wheeled biuskward, and 
they wheeled into ifcAefon.— they marched, and they coun- 
ter-marched, by erand divisions, by single divisions, and 
by subdivisions— %y platoons, by sections, and by fi le s ■ 
in quick time, in slow time, and in no time at all : for, 
having gone through all the evolutions of two great armies, 
including the eighteen manoeuvres of Dundas; havii^ 
exhausted all that they could recollect or imagine of mili- 
tary tactics, including sundry strange and irregular evolu- 
tions, the like of which were never seen before or sinc^ 
excepting among certain of our newly raised militia— the 
two great commanders and their respective troops came at 
length to a dead halt, completely exhausted by the toils 
of war. Never did two vatiant train-band captains, or 
two buskined theatric heroes, in the renowned tragedies of 
Pizarro, Tom Thumb, or any other heroioal and Agliting 
tragedy, marshal their gallows-looking, duck-legsed, 
heavy-heeled myrmidons, with more glory and self-adfmi- 
ration. 
These military compliments being finished, General Von 

• " ■' ■■ as soon as he rose* 

To make bim strong aud mighty, 
He drank, by the tale, six pots of ale, 
And a quart of sqna Titae." 
T 2 
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PtffiWihuixh cucoried h\n illa^rioos visitor, with great 
reremooy, ioto the fort; Altended him tbrougiiout ibe 
f«N-tific«tioiis ; tliowed bim ibfi horn-wcMrks, rruwu-works, 
halfHBoons and ▼wioas other oqt-vorfcs ; or nolier tbe 
place* where they oaf^t to be erected ; and where tfaef 
mifht he erected if he pleased; plaialy demonstratinj; 
that it was a place of ^ icreat capability,** aod though at 
present but a little redoubt, yet that it evidently was a 
funuiclable fortress in embryo. This survey over, be next 
had the whole (garrison put aoder arms, exercised sod 
reviewed, and coodaded by ordering the three brideweH 
birds to be hauled oat of the black hole, brouf^bt op to 
the balberts, and soundly flofrged for the amusemeot of 
las visitor, and to convince him tliat he was a great disci- 
plinarian. 

There is no error more dangerons than for a oommander 
to make known the strength, or as, in the present case, 
the weakness of his garrison ; this will be exemplificsd 
before I have arrived to an end of my present story, which 
thus carries its moral, like a roasted goose his padding, in 
the very middle. The cunning Risingh, while be pretended 
to be struck dumb outright, with the pnisaance of tlie 
great Von Poffenbnrgb, took silent note of the incompe- 
tency of his garrison, of which he gave a bint to bis trusty 
followers, who tipped each other tbe wink, aod langhed 
most obstreperously*— in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flogging, being concluded, 
the parly a4)ouraed to the table; for among his other 
great qualities, the general was remarkably addicted to 
huge entertaiumentB, or rather carousals ; aod in oue after^ 
uoou*s campaign would leave moi'e dead men on the field 
tliao he ever did in the whole course of his militai7 
career. Many bulletins of these bloodless victories do 
still remain on record ; and the whole province was once 
thrown in amaze by the return of one of his cunpaigos; 
wherein it was staled, that though, like Captain Bobadil, 
be had only twenty men to back him, yet, in the short 
Hpace of six months, he had conquered and utterly anni- 
hilated sixty oxen, ninety hogs, one hundred sheep, ten 
thousand cabbatircs, one thousand buwhels of potatoes, oue 
hundred and Hfty kilderkins of small beer, two thousaml 
seven hundred ami thirty-five pi|)es, seventy-eight fHiunds 
of sugar plums, and forty bars of ii'oii, besi«ic>i suodi'y 
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small meats, game, poultry, and garden stuff. An 
achievement unparalleled since tbe days of Pantagpruel 
and his all-devourinfi; army ; and which showed that it 
was only necessary to let bellipotent Von Poffeaburgb 
and his garrison loose in an enemy's country, and in a 
little while they would breed a famine, and starve all the 
inhabitants. 

No sooner, therefore, had the general received the first 
intimation of the visit of Governor Risingh, than he 
ordered a great dinner to be prepared ; and privately sent 
out a detachment of his most experienced veterans to 
rob all the hen-roosts in the neighbourhood, and lay the 
pig-sties under contribution— a service to which they had 
been long inmred, ftnd which they discharged with such 
incredible zeal awl promfi^titade, that the garrison table 
groaned under the weight of their spoils. 

I wish, with all my heart, my readers could see the 
valiant Von Poffenburgh, as he presided at the head of the 
banquet. It was a sight worth beholding :— there he sat, 
in his greatest glory, surrounded by his soldiers, like that 
&mou8 wine-bibber, Alexander, whose thirsty virtues he 
did most ably imitate ; telling astounding stories of his 
hair-breadth adventures and heroic exploits, at which, 
though all his auditors knew them to be most incontinent 
and outrageous gasconadoes, yet did they cast up their 
eyes in admiration, and utter many interjections of asto- 
nishment. Nor could the general pronounce any thing 
that bore the remotest semblance to a joke but the stout 
Risingh would strike his brawny fist upon tthe table, till 
every glass rattled again, throwing himself back in his 
chair, and uttering gigantic peals of laughter, swearing 
most horribly it was the best joke he ever heard in his life. 
Thus all was rout and revelry and hideous carousal within 
Fort Casimir; and so lustily did Von Poffenburgh ply 
the bottle that in less than four short hours he made him- 
self and his whole grarrison, who all sedulously emulated 
the deeds of their chieftain, dead drunk, in singing songs, 
quaffing bumpers, and drinking patriotic toasts, none of 
which but was as long as a Welsh pedigree^ or a plea in 
chancery. 

No sooner did things come to this pass than the crafly 
Risingh and his Sweden who had cunningly kept them- 
selves sober, rose ou their entertainers, tied them neck and 
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licirlfi, and took fumial po n p w ion of the Ibrt, nnd all Hi 
drpctMli'ncicti, in the name uf Queen Christ iim of Swedci; 
atimiuistmnji^y at the pame time, an oath uf allegiance t» 
all the Utitch soklicra who coiiltl be made sober enoafrh 
to swallow it. RitiiiiKh then put the fortifications ia ocdcr, 
a|»|M>iiiteil bis discreet and vi((ilaDt friend Suea ScalZj 
a tall, wiiid^ried, water-drinking Swede, to tbe cam- 
Band ) aod dt^parled, beariuj; with him this troly amiabk 
garriHan and tkieir. puissant commander, who, when braagU 
to himself by a sound dmbbinji;, bore no tittle reaemblaBce 
to a *< deboshed fish,*' or bloat^ sea monster, caaf^ upos 
dry land. 

The transportation of tlie frarrison was done to prevcat 
the transmission of iiitelli|[fciice to New.Amsterdani ; hr 
mnch as tbe cunninfif Ristngh exulted in bis 8trata|r«rm, he 
dreaded the vengeance of the sturdy Peter Stayrraat, 
whose name spread as mnch terror in the neip^bbourhood 
as did whilom that of tlie unconquerable Scaiidebeg amwig 
his scurvy enemies tlie Turks. 
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CHAP. II. 



Sktming haw profound Seeretw wn often, brouffhi io iigki; 

with the proceetHnfft of Peter the Headstronff^ when he 

heard of the misfirtune ofOenenU Von Poffemburgh, 

Whoever first described common fiime, or riunonr, as 
beking^ing to tlie sager sex, was a very owl for shrewd- 
ness. She has in truth certain feminine qualities to an 
astonishing degree j particularly that benevolent anxiety 
to take care of the aifairs of oUiers, which keeps her 
continuaUy hunting after secrets, aod gadding abost 
proclaiming them. Whatever is done openly, and in Ibe 
face of the world, she takes but transient notice of; bat 
whenever a ti-ansaction is done in a corner, and attempted 
to be shrouded in mysteiy, then her goddesship is at her 
wit^s end to find it out, and takes a most mischievous and 
lady-like pleasure in publishing it to the world. It is this 
truly feminine propensity that induces her continually to 
be prying into cabinets of priuces, listening at the key- 
boles of senate chambers, and peering Ihrough chinks aou 
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Crannies when our worthy coofrress arc sitting with closed 
doorsy deliberating between a dozen excellent modes of 
ruioiDg the nation. It is this which makes her so obnoxi- 
ous to all wary statesmen and intriguing commanders— 
such a stumbling-block to private negociatiuns and secret 
expeditiuoR, which she often betrays by means and instru- 
meuts which never would have been thought of by any but 
a female bead. 

Thus it was in the rase of the affair of Fort Casimir. 
No doubt the cunning Risingh imagined that, by securing 
the garrison, he should for a long time prevent the history 
of its fate from reaching the ears of the gallant Stuyre- 
sunt ; but his exploit was blown to the world when he 
least expected it, and by one of ihe last heings he would 
ever have suspected of enlisting as trumpeter to the wide- 
mouthed deity. 

This was one Dirk Schniler (<»r Skulker), a kind of 
hanger-on to the garrison, who seemed to belong to 
nobody, and in a maimer to be self-outlawed. He was 
one of those vagaboud cosmopolites, who shark about the 
world as if they had no right or business in it ; and who 
infest the skirts of society, like poachers and interlopers. 
Every garrison and country village has one or more scape- 
goats of this kind, whose life is a kind of enigma, whose 
existence is without motive, who comes from the Lord 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and seems 
to be made for no other earthly purpose but to keep up the 
ancient and honourable order of idleness. > This vagrant 
philosopher was supposed to have some Indian blood 
in his veins, which was manifested by a certain Indian 
complexion and cast of countenance ; but more especially 
by bis propensities and liabits. He was a tall, lank 
fellow, swift of foot, and long-winded. He was generally 
equipped in a half Indian dress, w^th belt, leggings, and 
moccasons. His hair hung in straight gallows locks 
about his ears, and added not a little to hb sharking 
demeanour. It is an old remark, that persons of Indian 
mixture are half civilized, half savage, and half devil ; a 
third half being expressly provided for their particular 
convenience. It is for similar reasons, and probably with 
equal troth, that the back-wood men of Kentucky are 
styled half man, ludf horse, and -half alligator, by the 
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MOkfs^mtlie MntiMippi, »Bfl held motordmglf m frol 
rwpect ftoA abhorrence. 

The abof e chenctcr may have presented iteelf to the 
ICanvoa aa applicable to Dirk Scfauikri whom they finai* 
liarly dubbed GaUowa Dirk. Certain it ia, he acknov- 
ledged all^iance to no one— waa an utter enemy to work, 
holding it in no nuAuer of estimation ; but lovnged about 
the forty dependinif upon chance for a lubsiatencxy gettia; 
drunk whenever be could get liquor, and stealing whal- 
e?cr he could lay his hands on. Every day or two he 
was sure to get a sound rib-roasting for sonae of his mii- 
deoManoors, which, however, as it broke no bones, ht 
made very light of, and scrupled not to repeat the ofienoe 
whenever nnother opportunity presented. Sometime^ ia 
oonaeqnenoe of aorae 6agrant villainy, he would abscond 
from the garriion, and be absent for a month at a time ; 
skulking about the woods and swamps, with a long fowU 
ing-piece on his shoulder, laying in ambush ibr game^ or 
squatting himself down on the edge of a pond catching 
fish for hours together, and bearing no little resemblance 
to that notable bird ycleped the Mod-poke. IVhen he 
thought his crimes had been forgotten or forgiven, he 
would sneak back to the fort with a bundle of skins, or a 
bunch of poultry, which perchance he had stolei^ and 
would exchange them for liquor, with which, having well 
soaked his carcass, he would lay in the sun and eigoy 
all the luxurious indolence of that swinish philosopher 
Diogenes. He was the terror of all the farm-yards ia 
the country, into which he made fearful inroads ; and 
aometimes he would make his sudden appearance at the 
garrison at day-break, with the whole neighbourhobd at 
his heels, like a scoundrel thief of a fox, detected in his 
maraudings, and hunted to bis hole. Such was this Dirk 
■Schuiler; and from the total indifference he showed to 
the world or . its concerns, and from his truly Indian 
stoicism and taciturnity, no one would ever have drouned 
that he would have been the publisher of the treachery 
of Risingh. 

When the carousal was going on, which proved so fatal 
to the brave Von Poffenburgh and his watchful garrison. 
Dirk skulked about from room to room, being a kind 
of privileged vagrant or useless hound, whom nobody 
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noticed. Btit, though a fellow of few wordi, yet, like 
your taciturn people, his eyes and ears were always open, 
and in the course of his prowlings he overheard the wnole 
plot of the Swedes. Dirk immediately settled in his own 
mind how he should turn the matter to his own advantage. 
He played the perfect jack-of-both-sidesj that is to say, 
lie' made a prize of every thing thai came in his reach, 
robbed both parties, stuck the copper-bound cocked hat 
of the puissant Van Poffenburgh on his head, whipped a 
huge pair of •Risingh^s jack-lxMts under his arm, and took 
to bis heels just before the catastrophe and confusion at 
the garrison. 

Finding himself completely dislodged from his haunt in 
this quarter, he directed his flight towards his native place, 
^ew.Ameta'dam, from whence he had fwmerly been 
obliged to abscond precipitately, in consequence of mis- 
fortune in business, that id to say, having been detected 
in the act of sheep^tealing. After wandering many days 
in the woods, toiling through swamps, fording brooks, 
swimmiiig various rivers, and encountering a world of 
hardships, that would have killed anyother being but an 
Indian, a back- wood man, or the devil; he at leng^th 
aiTived, half-famished, and lank as a starved weasel, at 
Communipaw, where he stole a canoe, and paddled over 
to New Amsterdam. Immediately on landing, he repaired 
to Governor Stuyvesant, and in more wordM than he had 
ever spoken before in the whole course of his life, gave an 
accoiiut of the disastrous affair. 

Oh re<:eiving these direful tidings, the valiant Peter 
started from his seat, as did the stout King Arthur when 
at <* merry Carleile,** the news was brought him of the 
uncourteous misdeeds of the *' grim barone**— without 
uttering a word, he dashed the pipe he was smoking against 
the back of the chimney, thrust a prodigious quid of 
negro-head tobacco into his left cheek, pullol up his galli- 
gaskins, and strode up and down the iniom, humming, as 
was customary with him when in a passion, a hideous 
north' west dilty. But, as 1 have before sitown, he was 
not a man to vent his spleen in idle vapouring. His first 
measure after the paroxysm of wrath bad subsided, was 
to stuuip up stairs to a huge wooden chest, which served 
as his armoury, from whence be drew forth that identical 
suit of rcgimeulals described in the preceding chapter. 



tl4 mrroRT ow 



Ib these portcnlous kabiltmeBU lie arrayed himself, filn 
Achilles ia the armoiir of Vukmn, maintoiniBf;' all Ik 
whik a mott appalling lileaoe,' knittinfr bia farowa, aiA 
drawing his broUh throagh his clinched tcetli. Boa; 
hastily equipped, he strode down into the parionry jcrkti 
down his trusty swoid from over the firepiaoe, where t 
was vsoally snspended ; but before be girded it en I* 
thigh, he drew it from its scabbard, and aa bis eye cowsiA 
along the rusty blade^ a grim smile stole i>rer hh ins 
Ti«^. It was the first smile tba had Tisiled bia ceea- 
tenance for fire long weeks ; but every one wbo beheU 
it prophesied that thm would soon be warm work in Ik 
province! 

Thus aimed at all points, with grisly war depicted ii 
each feature^ his very cocked hat assuming^ an air <tf 
nncommom defiance, he imtaatly put himself on tbe akrt, 
and despatched Anthony Van Oirlear hither aad dudbcr, 
this way and that way, through all the muddy streets wai 
crooked lanes of the city, summoning by sound of trumpet 
bis trusty peers to awemble in instant couociL llii 
done^ by way of expediting matters, according to Ik 
custom of people in a hurry, he kept in cootinoal bmik 
shifting from chair to chair, popping his head out of eveiy 
window, and stamping up and down stairs with his woodm 
Iqp in tudi brisk and iocesmnt motion, that, as we are 
informed by an authentic historian of the times^ the conti- 
nual clatter bore no small resemblance to the music of • 
cooper hooping a flour barrel. 

A summons so peremptory, and from a man of die 
govemor*8 mettle^ was not to be trifled with 5 the sages 
forthwith repaired to the council chamber, where the 
gallant Stuyvemnt entered in martial style^ and took his 
chair, like another Charlemagne;, among his Paladim. 
The counsellors seated themselves with the utmost trsa* 
quillity, aad lighting then* long pipes, gased witb uaraf* 
fled composure on his excellency and his regimentals; 
being, as all counseUors should be^ not easily flustered, 
or taken by surprise. The governor looking around for 
a moment with a lofly and soMierlike air, and resting one 
hand on the pommel of bis swonl, and flinging the other 
forth, is a free and spirited manner, addressed them io a 
sliort but sonUstirring harangue. 

I am extremely sorry that I have not the advantages ^t 
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lAVyy ThttcydideSy Plutarch, and others of in^^edeceB- 

suTBy who frere furnished, as, I am told, with the speeches 

of all their great emperors, generals, and orators, taken 

down in short-hand, by the most accurate stenographers 

•f the time ; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to 

enrich their histories, and delight their readers with sub-. 

lime stmins of eloquence. Not having such important 

auxiliaries, I cannot possibly pronounce what was the 

tenor of Governor Stuyvesant^s speech. Whether he 

with maiden coyness hinted to his hearers, that ** there 

was a speck of war in the horizon ;'* that it would be 

neeeasary to resort to tlie ** nnprolitabte trial of which could 

do each other the most harm,"— or any other delicate 

construction of language^ whereby the odious subject of 

war is handled so fastidiously by modem statesmen ; as a 

l^tleman yolnnteer handles his ftlthy saltpetre weapons 

with gloves, lest he should soil his dainty fingers. 

I am bold, however, to say, irom the tenor of peter 
Stayresant^s character, that he did not wrap his rugged 
subject in silk and ermines, and other sickly trickeries of 
phrase ; but spoke forth,' like a man of nerve and vigour, 
who scorned to shrink in words from those dangers which 
be stood ready to encounter in very deed. This mudi is 
certain that he concluded by announcing his determina- 
tion of leading on his troops in person, and routing these 
costardmonger Swedes from their usurped quarters at 
Fort Casimir. To this hardy resolution, such of his 
council as were awake gave their usual sigml of concur- 
rence^ and as to the rest, who had fallen asleep about the 
middle of the harangue (^ their usual custom in the aftei^- 
noon*^)— -they made not the least objection* 

And now was seen in the fair city of New Amsterdam 
a prodigious bustle and preparation for iron war. Re« 
crmiting parties marched hither and thither, calling lustily 
upon all the scrubs, the runagates, and the tatterdemalions 
of the Manhattoes and its vicinity, who had any ambition 
of sixpence a day, and immortal &me into the bargain,' to 
enlist in the cause of glory. For 1 would have you note, 
that your warlike heroes who trudge in the rear of con- 
querors, are generally of that illustrious class of gentle- 
men who are equal candidates for the army or the bfide. 
well— the halberts or the whipping-post ; for whom dame 
fortune has cast an even die> whether they shall make 
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their exK by ihe tvwd or the halter ; and whose deathn 
■hall) at all evenlty be a lolly cxaoiple to tbek cxmatn- 



Bat notwithitaBdiog all this martial rout and invila' 
tiooy the ravka of hoaoar were but acanti Ijr supptied ; m 
avcne were the peaceful burghers of New Amaterdssi 
from enlialing in foreign broils, or stirring lieyoiid tint 
home which rounded all their earthly ideas. Upon be- 
holding thisy the great Peter, whose noUe benrt was sU 
on Hre with war and sweet revenge, detenmiBed to vail 
no longer for the taidy assis t anc e of these oily citiaa% 
but to muster up bis merry men of the Hodaoo ; whii» 
brought np among woods smd wilds and savage bessta, 
like our yeomen of Kentucky, delighted in nothing s» 
much as desperate adventures and perilous cxpeditifNn 
tbrongb the wildemem. Hius resolving, he ordered kh 
trusty squire, Anthony Van Corlear, to have his stale 

SUey prepared and duly victualled ; which beiof^ per- 
■med, he attended public service at the great church of 
St. Nicholas, like a true and pious governor, ami the% 
iMving peremptory orders with his council to have tkt 
chivalry of the Manhattoes marshalled out and appointed 
against bis return, departed upon his recruiting voyage up 
the waters on the Hudson. 
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Ccmfatntn^ Peter Stuffvesanfa Voyage up the HudtaHi 
and the wonders and delights of thai renowned lUcer. 

Now did the soft breezes of the south steal sweetly orer 
the beauteous face of nature, tempering the panting beats 
of summer into genial and prolific warmth : when that 
miracle of hardihood and chlvalric virtue, the dauntlo* 
Peter Stuyvssant, spread bis canvass to the wind, snl 
departed from the fair island of Mannahata. The galley 
in which he embarked was sumptuously adorned with peo- 
dants and streamers of gorgeous dyes, which fluttered 
gaily in the wind, or dropped their ends in the bosom <^ 
the stream. The Imiw and poop of this majestic vefsd 
were gallantly bedigbt, after the rarest Dutch fashion, 
with figures of tittle pursy copkis with periwigs on their 
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Heads^ and beilrihj ih Vhelr fiandii ^rf^iHs of ilowers^ 
the lilte of Nfrbicfh kre ikdt ((^ be (butd fn iuiy book of 
bdtatiy : b^ing^ tbe liiftlchTess fiowei% Vhith 'fibtfri^hed io 
'<l<1#e g^lUen ti'ge, ^dA ^Jbist ^ l6ngisr, uiifess it t>e in thfe 
7nisg^htaHon8 of ih^^io'dscrs^vtt^ of wodd k^d 'd%h>)bui'erft 

rhti& Va^y dei^^. in %fd b^fftifiifg the iiftte of tb^ 
«iilsft&iit t>c^entete'<yf 'tbe l^kbbiiAoreii, did fbe gf^ey di 
P^t^ Sftiyve8antUi/tk:h foir^h ufi6btte bb^oin of tbc'K^rdly 
^Hadsbn ) which a^s ^t ifditid its bi-oad wbVes to the t^ean. 
bebbtM tb paftte for k %bfle ifed irweli with pride, as if 
conscious of the illustijious burthen it sustained. 

Biit trti^t ine, get/tlefi/ft:, 'f^ )6t!ier was the sc^ne |>re- 
fiieht^ to fbe c6htetn^^tibn df the ^re^^ ftohk t))ftt'wHlch 
tti'ay be Wit^e^sed at thi6 dfeg^tiei-s^e ia^. WtTdness a^d 
«8airagie lii£^%^y rd^Aed Oti tKfe UMers of tRis taig^V 
ViVer-^tbe haiffd off c6lf^vafi8n h&d not a<^ yet laid lovir Ibe 
(g&crk ibi^, add 'tattled the' feattffes of the latidsbii^': 
^bl* ftkd the hetfo!^ smi of coifimeit^e yet brofken in upoi 
the iJrdfbuWd &tid a«rftr1 solitude df ^gn^. Here and Ibeit 
iliMjglJt be seeh a tu^fe WigWkm "^^6%:^ kmtfng tbfe iStiSh df 
^he th^ntainsy With ifs <^i^Ag cdTtfinn df ismoke tnduiitiii^ 
^ tfab Mtteiiatrent ^thio^bere ^ bAt ¥o IdfNty fiituated^ theft 
"ife whoobii^ df iHe savage chfVdk'en, ^tnbbtin^ (/n tAe 
tna^g^ of ttfe 6\tky Heights, fdl aTMo^ as faintly oh fXSk 
eak*. d^ '^6 the no^es df ihh Tark, When tos^ in the azurb 
va^li cflf heaven. Now flfnA fhen fiota the beetling bto# 
jff auntie rod^ ]|[^i'ecipib6, '^e "Witd deer would Idok fiibiidfiy 
dblA^ iK]^6n tbe b{Ae^n^id paigeaht as it passed below ; aM 
^en^ t66s2h^ bis bitinchlng antlers iti the air, wOiild bound 
a^ay into -ihe It^ickest o^ tbe forest. 

thrd^gh 8<rcb i^ceties did the stately retnd df PeUr 
tiltu^ieftaiAt ]pad8. ^oW did they skirt the bases df tbb 
Torfcy bei^hf 8 6ir Jel^c^, whfch spring up like everl*8&% 
^lls, r^cbfic^ trtfiti the waves uifto the beavens^ and 
Wei^ fashfohed. If tradition May be belfeved, In times l<Mi|||: 
ptAiti by thie ^fg% sri^irlt l^suetho, to "proteet 1^ Airouilte 
abodes fVoiti tbe nfal^nowed eyes 6f \fnort^ls. Ndw did 
ihey career It ^i'ly across {be vast '^panse df Tsiffpati 
Say, Whoife #!<£ extended shores present a vast vuiety df 
d^ectabl4 Veen'ery— ^here the bold |>rodiobtory, crowndyi 
with einbowe^ib'l trees, adtaihcing into the t^y^there ttte 
^i»g WOtidUtiiA sfojfe, u^eHp^ti^ up D'om tbe tibouft id Hidb 
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IdxvrMBeei and teriBiiiBtwg w the upland pcecipMc 
«rbil« at a dittaacc a loog waTcring line of rocky hetglAi 
threw their giipuitic ihadct acrow tba water. Now wooU 
they paM where eome uiodett tittle interrfA, openvg 
amooic thete itapendooi aoeiiesy yet retreatiog as it wen 
for protection into the embrace* of the neigfabouriag mooi' 
taim, diipbyad a rural paradiie» firangbt with sweet aoi 
pastoral beautiei ; the relret tufted lawn, the bushy coiwe, 
the tinklinif rivuiet, stealing through the fresh and wwi 
▼crdnre^ on whose hanks was situated some little Indiu 
▼ilUge, or peradTenture the rude cabin of some sobtvj 
hunter. 

The different periods of the rerolrinfc day seemed t^ 
with canning magic, to diffuse a diiSerent cimrm over tk 
scene. Now would the joFial sun break gloriously frou 
the cast, Uatiog from the summits of the eastern failhi 
and sparkling the landscape with a thousand dewy genu} 
while along the borders of the river were seen heary 
masMs of mist, which like midnight caitiffs, disturbed il 
hb approach, made a sluggish retreat, rolling in sulia 
reluctance up the mountains. At such times all waa bright- 
ness, and lile, and gaiety \ the atmospheiv seemed « n 
Indescribable purenem and traospareucy-^tbe birds broke 
forth in wanton madrigals, and the freshening breens 
wafted the Tcssel merrilv on her course. But wben (k 
sun sunk amid a flood of glory in the west, mantling tk 
heaTcns and the earth wim a thousand gorgeous dyes; 
then all was calm, and silent, and magnificent. The hte 
swdling sail hung lifelessly against the mast— -the simpk 
seaman with folded arms leaned against the shrouds, loa 
In that iuToluntary musing which the sober grandeor of 
nature oommands in the rudest of her children. The vsit 
bosom of the Hudson was like an unruffled mirror, refled- 
ing the golden splendour of the heavens, excepting tlat 
now and then a bark canoe would steal acrou its surlacet 
filled with painted savages, whose gay feathers glsred 
brightly as perchance a lingering ray of the setting m 
gleamed upon them from the western mountains. 

But when the hour of twilight spread its magic mists 
around, then did the fiice of nature assume a tbousul 
^fugitive charms, which to the worthy heart that seeb 
.agoyment in the glorious works of its Maker, are inexpie- 
sibiy captivating. The mellow dubious light that pre- 
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Vailed just served to tinge with illusive colours the sofleued 
ftaturcs of the scenery. The deoeired but delighted eye 
fk)Ught vainly to discern in the broad masses of shade 
the separating line between the land and water; or to 
distinguish tl^ fiiding objects that seemed sinking into 
chaos. Now did the busy fancy supply the feebleness of 
vision^ producing with industrious craft a fiiiry creation 
of her own. Vnder her plastic wand the barren rocks 
frowned upon the watery waste, in the semblance of lofty 
towers and high embattled castles— trees assumed the 
direful forms of mighty giants, and the inaccessible 8inn.r 
mits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thousand 
shadowy beings. 

Now broke forth firom the shores the notes of an innu- 
merable variety of insects, who filled the air with a strange 
but not inharmonious concert ; while ever and anon was 
heanl the melancholy plaint of the Whip-poor-will, who, 
perched on sotne lone tree, wearied the ear of night with 
bis incessant moanings. The mind, soothed into a hal- 
lowed melancholy by the solemn mystery of the ftcenc^ 
listened with pensive stillness to catch and distinguish 
each sound that vaguely echoed from the shore— now 
and then startled perchance by the whoop of some strag- 
gling savage, or the dreary howl oi some caitiff wolf, 
stealing forth upon his nightly prowlings. 

Thus happily did they pursue their course, until they 
entered upon those awful defiles denominated this hioh- 
LAKDB, where it would seem that the gigantic Titans had 
erst waged their impious war with heaven, piling up clifla 
on cliffs, and hurling vast masses of rock in wild confu- 
sion. But in sooth very different is the history of these 
cloud-capt mountains.^-Tliese in ancient days, before the 
Hudson poured his waters from the lakes, formed one 
vast prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent 
Manetho confined the rebellious spirits who repined at his 
control. Here, bound in adamautine chains, or jammed 
in rifted pines, or crushed by ponderous rocks, they 
groaned for many an age.— At -length the conquering 
Hudson, in his irresistible career towards the ocean, burst 
open their prison-house, rolling his tide triumphantly 
through its stupendous ruins. 

' Still, Iwwever, do niany of them lurk about their old 
abodes ; and these it is, according to venerable legends, 

u 3 



i/hiU CMW the cdioe* which wowd throiiglioal thw 
avfol ■oUtudeti vb'ich ««« nothing but tkeir anfiy 
cImmkuti vheft My i>oi«e (Ustarfas the |Mcofciiiidnee^ <if thdr 
npote^-For when the elemeots are a^^it^ied by teuMftftif 
whiqn the win^ are up and the thunder rollai, thooi hucriblt 
im the yeiUug and bowliog of these troubled apirilib muhiiv 
|ha jWMintaiaa to rebeUow with their hideous uproar ; fiw 
al «mrh tjpci it i« m^^ that they think the great Maiinthn 
8^ r«tumipf Qocc mor^ to plunge thei« io glc^omy. caveran 
Had ivaew their intolerable ea^vity. 

Bat all thcie fair ^nd i^lonoua tofnca were kwt upia 
^ gaU^t StnyTfiant ; nought occupied his naiad hat 
thoughts of iron wary and proud auticipatiooa of kudf 
49eda ^ mmt' Neither did his honest crew trouble their 
vacant heads ^h any romantic speculations of tbe kiaA 
J!b(^ pilot at tbe helm ipuetJy smoked his pipe, thinhiay 
of MPtJJMnc eithec papt» i^rasent^ or to co ma t hose of hit 
COpiHradcs whp were not industriously snoaring under the 
iptdMJs, were listening with open moaths to ^^uthoqj Vao 
Cofkar } whpy seated on the windlass, was rdating to then 
the msrvellous hi^ry oC those myriadi of fireflies^ that 
ipaykled Uhe gei^is and spangles upon the dusky robe 
of nighL Theses according tp tradition* were oricinally a 
fao^of pfs^knt senuitornous beldames, who peopled these 
jparts long beibre the memory of man^ being of that 
abomiwad ijw^ einplialicaUy called brinutomi: and who 
W tb^ ii^iaipisrabMf sins.agaiQ^t the children of men^ aad 
to furnish an awful wamii^|r to ^ beauteous aex, wer? 
doodled, to infest the earth io the shape of these threatea- 
ing and tenible' little bujp } enduring the int^nal toimenti 
of that fire whfch they formerly carried in tfav^ir hearts and 
breached forth vn their words ^ but now are sentenced tp 
be^ about for ever— ip ^heir tails ! 

4nd OQW Xain.goii}g ^ tell a fiet» whkh 1 doubt nwck 
my leadeca wiU hoitate to believe ; but if they do, tbq^ 
ani w.eleof^e not to believe a word in this wboifo history^ 
lor nothing which it contains is more true. It must pe 
koQipf n then tb^t the nose of Anthony the trumpeter was of 
a i^ery lusty size^ strutting boldly from his countensnce 
like a mounVuo of Golcooda : being sumptuously bedecked 
with rubies and other precious stones— the true regali^ 
of a kii^g of good feUowSy which jolly Bacchus gmots to 
all who boujif it beaittily. ai^ the flagon. Now thus. It bap> 
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p e neJ i tbftt bright and early in the morniof , the good 
Aotbofiy having washed his barly visage, was leaning over ' 
the quarter railing of the galley, contemplating it in the 
gltMSf ware below. Just at this moment the iHastriooS' 
•«in, iMreakIng in all his splendour from behind one of the 
fal|)fb bluffs of the Highlands, did dart one of his most 
potent beams full upon the refulgent nose of the sounder 
ijf hnm t he reflection of which shot straightway down, 
iMsniiil^ Iwt, into the water, and killed a mighty sturgeon 
that was sporting beside Uie vessel ! This huge monster 
being^ with infinite labour hoisted on board, Tomished a' 
lincariotts repast to all the crew, being accounted of exoeU 
lent flavour, excepting about the wound, where it smacked 
a little of brimstone ; and this, on my veracity, was the 
first time tliat ever sturgeon was eaten in these parts by 
Christian people.* 

When this astonishing miracle came to be made known 
ta Peter Sluyvesant, and, that be tasted of the unknown 
fisih, he, as may well be supposed, marvelled exceedingly ; 
and as a monument thereof, he gave the name of Anthomff^s 
Note to a stout proniuntory in the neighbourhood— and it 
has continued to be called Anthony *8 Nose ever since that 
time. 

But hold-*Whither am I wandering ?-^By the Mass, 
if I attempt to accompany the good Peter Sluyvesant on 
this veyag^ I shall never make an end, for never was 
there a voyage so fraught with marvellous incidentS| nor a 
river so abounding with transcendant beauties, worthy of 
being severally recorded. Even now I Bave it on the 
point of my pen to relate, how his crew were most horri- 
bly frightened, on going on shore above the Highlands, by' 
a gang of merry roistering devikt, frisking and curvetting 
on a huge flat rock, wbi(% projected into the river*— and 
which is called the DwfetVt Denu-Kamer to this Tery 
day.— But no ! Diedrick Knickerbocker— it becomes thee 
not to idle thus in thy historic wayfaring. 

RecoHect, that while dwelling with the fond garrulity of 
age over these fairy scenes, endeai^ to thee by the recol- 
lections of thy youth, and the charms of a thousand 

• The learned Hans M^gapolenBis, treating of the country f boiit 
Albany, in a letter wliicb waa written some time after the settlement 
tbsreofj nys, ** 1'here is in the river great plenty of Sturgeon, which 
we Cfaitttiani do not nuke use of; bat tbeln^ians sstc Umb gnc^ilis.**' 



ltfM|4•cy.^lel wkidi bcginleil the sioiple e«r oftliy cWi- 
InmiI ; raooUwi tliM thou «rt triaios with ^«#e gftii| 
miMMrta which ahovU be devotod to loftier tlvsqiw<-4i 
not timtt^nHmtitim tiipo!-*shRkingi. with ii9]«i^ h»aA 
hi»«h»oit cilhoint^.hQiiit stem before thee? — Imteat^ 
lo pvnoe thy wenry. t«ik) kit the lost sondo he inpi <** 
thoo hMt ioi^hea thy hittory of the Bfoohotlpoo. 

Ii«t[ qe thao compiit the daoothsw Folter, hia lipe 
uU«f*^l»if l<^c>w»^^. pnitectiooo^t|i« jbteiHi 
STmhofaw} who I hiK«A «o d««hi will proeper hiM fnUi 
ymiH^ while we oiroifc hivceti^itol the greet city of Neo- 
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Jnnerftiho lAe peieeifiil Araof Ikai OMembied ai fie 
CVIy ^ JKnD-ilflMfefwbzm — together wifft lAo iOfervim 
Mnpmh .pBfer the Hwddnrng tmd Cfenerai Von Poffm- 
bwgh; tmd PtUr^t HnUmenit toueking unfnftmale 

great Men, 

Whilb thus the enterprising Peter wes coasting, wUfc. 
4owng 8»il» up the 4ioresof the lordly Hadetfn, ood 
oroufuf oU Ihe phleg^wtic little Dutch. aettleaieDts upoo 
its hosd fri y a gr^ and puinaiit coocoerse oC wonrieeo wn 
OSsei^hUBfe i>^ the city of Mew-Aoiterdan), And. kat 
tjhat htyalufOile ftyigqient'of ootiqnH^ the Stnyveiaat 
^wnnecript, is ipqre tbon oeiQinoiily particular; by which 
■leans I am • enabled to record the illiistrious host thst; 
epireiped iM^ iffithe puhUp 8quare> to front, of the lott, at 
frepout denoinin^ted the BowUiig Green. 

hk the eeatne then wns pit4:hed the tent of. the men tl 
l^le of the 9||i«hiltec«; who» beieg the innatesof the 
lpptva|iQ|i% comppned the liC&>giiards. of the goTemer. 
These were commaodcd hy the TnUaot Stoffel Briabok 
l|oof, w\h> whMome had noanired such imnortal fiusui st 
Clyster |iiy--they disph^yed as a standardi a beater 
rmimi^i^^ ^ fi^ 9f orange ;. beinig the arnia of the4>rD.>» 
▼ince, and denoting the perseveriog ind^stryy and the 
nufihibious origin, of the Nederlanders.*^ 

*-T|iis iQU| likewise the great seal of the Mev-NetheriaadSi as awf 
^Ui Km ao^in sncitst jseorda. 
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, On Mwir i4gfat faanfl miiffbt be seen Uie vassals of that 
r0iO9Hnd JM^nheei; Miebael Paw,* who loinkd it over 
tbe fair regions of ancient Pavonia, and tfae. kuids amray 
Ijpndl, e^eiL nnlo tbe Mayesiuk mountains,f and was 
v^fSifiQV^ palroon of €iibbet«-Ishind. His standard was' 
\i^m» ^y• bis. ticnsty sqnir«) Cornelius Van Vorst ; consist, 
iflg q£ ^ huge oyster recumbent upon a sea green field; 
^ingt tbe armorial bearinfp of his favourite metropolis^ 
Comnilinips^v* He brought to tiie camp a stout foree ctf ' 
iia]3rior%. fafiavUy armed, beii^ each clad in ten pair o& 
limey mwo^sqt breeches, and overshadowed by bnoad' 
hr^itied beaver4> with, ^ort pipes twisted in their hat- 
balfHl** Those wena the men who vegetated in the mud' 
1^angf the bbor^ of Pavonia ; being of the race of genuine. 
Q9pper-)beads9 And' were fabled to have sprung from oysters. 

Ai a little distance was encamped the tribe of warriors 
whQ,Q«jiffi from the neighbourhood of Hell^Gate. These 
wer« conuaqanded by tbe Swy Dams, and the Van Dams, 
incontinent . hard, swoirets, as their names betoken<«->tfacy' 
ijfece lemible-lookipg fellows, dad in broad<-skirted gaber- 
dines, of that curious coloured cloth called thunder and. 
lightning { and bor^ as a standard three Bevirs-daming- - 
nSe^eK^oUm^ in » flame coloured fields 

0fU!d by was the tent of the men of battle ivom the 
ipamby. bordevst of) the Wad^bo^tg,]; and the country 
MwxwboAitih-Mthese wcne of a tour aspect, by reason that 
llM^f Ui^ed ott crabs whidi abound in these parts : they 
HMXt thft first iastitutors of that honourable order cw 
kaighthood^ called FIp wumkei aMrka-; and if tradkioii 
^pissk trse, did likewise introduce tbe ia»-famed step ia 
4aaciiig^ called ^ double trouble." They were coBmanded 

' * Besides what is related in tbe St a^vesaotMS.I liaye fbpud meor. 
tl<m mado of this itlostrious Patroon i^ aoother mauuscript, vbKh) 
8sya:«^*' De ^eer (or tbe Sqaire) Mi<?bael Paw, a Datch subject, 
i^b^Liqih itM& 1030, by. diHiA pwchaaed Statan-lsland. N. B«Th« 
nfivati Michael raw bad w^at the Dutch called a cfdooie %t PaTOQiat 
on diq Jersey shore, opposite New-York, and his overseer, in l^Q, 
Waul named Goms. Van Vorst-^ person of the same name, ii^ 176^, 
awmkb'Bsvlaa 0o«k, and a Ux^ farm at Fayonia, and is a lincaf 
4$^K^dM)Mr<)p% y an Vorst." 

•f So called from the Nayesink tribe of Indians that inhabited. thc;sf 
parts— at present they ape Mroueouoly, denominated the NeversinJ^^Qr 
IfevBrsankmoui^taii^s. 

'^(. e. The winding Ba^, named from the windinR of its shores. 
This has since been corrupted b^ the. vnlgar into the Wallabout, and 
is the basin which shelters otir infant navy. 
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hf the fearleat Jaflobtu Vana V— gcr » aad hadly 
a jolly band of Breukelen • fciTyiiieDy wbo 
brave aoacerto oa coiich.ibeUs. 

But 1 refimitt from pufMiiiig this miaiite deacripti—» 
which i{oei oo to describe the warrkMs of Blecmew dalr^ 
and Wee-hawk, aod Hoboken, aod sundry other .plaM% 
well known in history and son g fo r now does the aonnd 
of martial music alarm the people of New-AiiMtenluiip 
soondinf afar from beyond the walls of the city. Bat thii 
alarm was in a little time relieved, for lo^ from the miditf 
of a vast clond of dust, they recognised the brimstone 
coloured breeches, and splendid silver leg of Peter Stnf* 
vesant, glaring in the sunbeams; and lieheld him a^ 
preaching at the head of a formidaMe anny, wlu<^ lie Im4 
mustered along, the banks of the- Hudson. And here the 
excellent but anonymous writer of tbe Stujrvcsant mami- 
script breaks out iuto a breve and glorious descriptioii of 
the forces, as they defiled through the principal gate of 
the city that stood by tlie head of Wall-street. 

First of all csme the Van Bummels, who iababit Ae 
pleasant borders of tlie Bronx. These were short Iht nsea, 
wearing exceeding large trunk breeches, and are r e no wned 
for feats of tbe trencher : they were the first inveatara of 
suppawn or mush aud milk.— Close ia the rear w mn ko i 
the Van Vlotens, of Kaats-KUl, most horrible 4|HaAm ef 
new cider* aod arrant braggarts in their liquor. ■■■ A ftg 
them came the Van Pelts of Groodt Esopus, dcztcvons 
horsemen, mounted up<m goodly switdi-tailed steeito ef 
the Esopus breed : these were mighty hunteni of minks 
and musk rata, wheoce came tbe word Pe/lfy.^-->The» tbe 
Van Nests of Kinderhoeck, valiant robbers of birds' oaU, 
as their name denotes : to these, if report may be believe^ 
are we indebted for the invention of slap-jacks, or buck- 
wheat cakes.— Then the Van Higginbottoms of WappiogV 
Creek : these came armed with ferules and bircben rodh, 
being a race of scboolmastei-s, who first discovered the 
marvellous sympathy between tbe seat of honour and the 
seat of intellect, and that the sbortesl way to get know- 
ledge into the head was to hammer it in at the bottom.— 
Then the Van Grolls, of Anthony's Nose, who carried 
their liquor in fair round little pottles, by reason thef 

' Now spelt Brooklyn. 



yfW YQAK. ^ 

could iiot bouse it out of their canteens, having audi nure 
long noBjes.-^Tben the Gardeniersy of Hudson and thjer^r 
aboutSy distingnished by many triumphant feats, sucU u^ 
robbing water-melon patches, smoking rabbits out of their 
Iiotet,^and the like, and by being great lovers of routed 
piga* tails: these were the ancestors of the renowned 
coDgresfr-man of that name.— Then the Van Hoesens, oj^ 
Sing-Sing, great choristers and players upon the JewV 
J^arp : these marched two and two, singing the great sone 
Qf St. Nicholas — then the Couenhovens, of Sleepy HoUpw : 
tlieae gave birth to a jolly race of publicans, who fii's^ 
discovered the magic artifice of conjuring a quart of wine 
into a pint bottle. Then the Vaii Kortlands, who live^ on 
t^ wild banks of the Crdton, and were gi*eat killers o^ 
If iM 4^cks, being much spoken of for their skill in shoot- 
ing wi^h th^ long-bow.-— Then the Van Bunschotenil, o^ 
Kyacjk and Kakit, who were the first that did eveir l^ck, 
with the lei^ ipot : they were gallant bush-whacker^, ^nd| 
bunters of r^cpo^ds by moonlight.— Then the Van WinKJ^ujf 
Haerlem, pol;eBt suckers of eggs, and noted for the ru^njknQ 
of horses, and running up of scores at taverns ; they wer^ 
the first that ever winked with both eyes at once. — I^tly, 
^imfi ihp Knickerbockers, of the great town oi 
Sohahtitoke, where the folk lay stones upon the houses in 
windy weather, lest they should be blown away. Thes^ 
derive their Dtame,, as some say, from Knickers to shakf^ 
an^d Bek^fB, gipblet, indicating thereby that they weiy^ 
sturdy toss-i^ts of yore ; but, in .truth, it was derived trom. 
iwfdter^ to nod, and Bakery books, plainly meaning: that 
they were great oodders or doa^rs over books : fronp t))en^ 
did descend the writer of this history. 
. Such was the l^ioa oft sturdy bush-beaters that poured 
In at the ssr^nd gate of New-Amsterdam. The Stuyvesant 
iDIMittscriptjk indeed, speaks of many more, whose names I 
iofait to, mention, seeing that it behoves me to hasten to 
matters of greater moment. Nothing could surpass the 
joy and martisil pride of the lion-hearted Peter, as he 
i-jsviewed tfab mighty host of warriors ; and he determine^ 
1)0 longer to defer the gratification of his much wished-for 
revenge upon the scoundrel Swedes at Fort Casimir. 
. But before I hasten to record those unmatchable events 
which will be found in the sequel of this faithful histdry, 
let me pause to notice the fate of Jacobus Von Poffeu- 
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burgh, the diMroiiifitcd commander-in-chief of the armia 
of the New-Netherlandg. Such is the inherent unchari- 
tablencsi of human nature, that scarcely did the newt 
become public of his deplorable discomfiture at Fort 
Casimir, than a thousand scurvy rumours were set aflost 
in New. Amsterdam J wherein it was insinuated, that be 
had in reality a treacherous understanding with the Swe- 
dish commander ; that he had long been in the practice (tf 
privately communicating with the Swedes ; together with 
divera hints about ** secret service money,** — to all whidi 
deadly cliarges I do not give a jot more credit than f diink 
they deserve. 

Certain it is, that the general vindicated his characfff 
by the most vehement oaths and protestations, and pit 
every man out of the ranks of honour who dared to doubt 
his integrity. Moreover, on reluming to New.Amster- 
dam, he paraded up and down the sti^cts with a crew ef 
hard swearers at his heels, — sturdy bottle companions^ 
whom he gorged and fattened, and who were ready to 
bolster him through all the courts of justice,— heroes of 
his own kidney, lierce whiskered, bixMui shouldered, cd- 
brand looking swaggerers, not one of whom but looked as 
though he could eat up an ox, and pick his teeth with the 
bonis. These lifeguard men quarrelled all his qnarreb, 
were ready to fight all his battles, and scowled at every 
man that turned up his nose at the {general as though they 
would devour him alive. Their conveisition was inter- 
spersed with oaths like minute guns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontade was rounded off by a thundering exeors- 
tion, like a ^patriotic toast honoured with a disdiarge of 
artillery. 

All these valorous vapourings had a considerable effect 
in' convincing certain profound sages, many of whom begu 
to think the general a hero of unutterable loftiness aad 
magnanimity of soul, particularly as he was contias- 
ally protesting on the hmour of a soldieTf — a marvellously 
high sounding asseveration. Nay, one of the membcn 
of the council went so far as to propose they shoali 
immortalize him by an imperishable statue of plaster of 
Paris. 

But the vigilant Peter the Headstrong was not thus to 
be deceived. Seuiliiig piivately for the commander-in- 
chief of all the armies, and having heaitl all bb stor^) 
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ipuriiiahni with the customary pious oaths, protestations, 
and ^aculations — *^ Harkee, comrade/^ cried he, « though 
by your own account you are the most brave, uprights 
ana honourable man in the whole province, yet do you lie 
under the misfortune of being damnably traduced and 
immeasurably despised. Now though it is certainly hard 
to. punish a man for his misfortunes, and though it is 
T^ry possible you are totally innocent of the crimes laid to 
your charge ; yet as heaven, at present, doubtless for some 
wise purpose, sees fit to withhold all proofs of your inno- 
cence far be it fi'om me to counteract its sovereign will. 
Beside, I cannot consent to venture my armies with a com- 
mander whom they despise, or to trust the welfare of my 
people to a champion whom they distrust. Retu*e there- 
rore, my friend, fix>m the irksome toils and cares of public 
life^ with this comforting reflection — ^that if you be guilty, 
you are but eigoying your just reward — and if innocent, 
that you are not the first great and good man,*wbo has 
moat wrongfully been slandered and maltreated in thb 
wicked world—doubtless to be. better treated in a better 
worU, where. there shall neither be error, calumny, nor 
persecution. In the mean time let me never see your face 
Again, for 1 have a horrid antipathy to the countenances of 
unfortunate great men like yourself.** 



CHAP. V. 

/« which the Auihor dUccurset very ingeniously of him- 

^f, — After wkitk iato befimndmuch interesting History 

obpui Peier the Headstromg and his foUoiers, 

As my readers and myself are aboCit entering on as many 
perils as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights>errant 
wilfully ran their heads into *, it is meet that, like those 
bardy adventurers, we should join hands, bury all diffe- 
rences, and swear to stand by one anodier, in weal, or 
-woe, to the end pf the enterprise. My readers must doubt- 
less perceive how completely 1 have altered my tone and 
deportment since we first set out together. 1 warrant 
they then thought me a crabbed, cynical, impertinent little 
«on of a Dutchman ^ for I scarcely ever gave them a civil 
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'wotdf nor 86 much nk touched mf beaVd-, %lieii I Ini 
bccasion 16 liddr^ss them. But as we jog^Al along^ tofpedie) 
In the hi^h toad of my hfstory, I gradually be^n to reiat, 
to Irrow (hofre courteous, atid occasiofnlly to «fir«r bft 
Ihmitiar discourse ; until at iength I came tb conccfive i 
ino^ iocial, com(iann>nable kitid of iregard for tbem. ni 
lb juM my way—1 tcm always a little cold and re«!het 
lA first, particularly to people whom I heilbel- ktidv bA 
care for j and a(tai only to be completely won by loi^ 
iDtiinacy. 

Besideii, why shoold I liaf e beMi ftoHaMe to the tfnml 
df lio#-dVe-do acquaintance, that flocked arodtkd toe A 
te;y first apptefance? Mniiy Were merely attitictcd byt 
new ikce J ^nd having stared me' fall fn th)^ title-paff. 
walked off iJiriHiout sayings a word; Whilfe othei% Itof^efM 
Y&^nlngTy thrqugh the prefhce, and faavln]^ ^ratified fiiefr 
4hort-lived curiosity, sooh dropped oifFone b^tie. Bat mtfre 
specially to try their toiettle^ I hud teconntfe to «h 
eJc|>edieiSl, similar to One Which w6 are told wnte i^sod bf 
lEhat jM^rlesb flower of chivalry king Altl^fff- ; "CrKo^ltdbR 
be admitted any knight tO his itotlttiacy, ftrst re^^'ircsA ^ 
he should show himself sopei'ior to data|^ cfk> tKiiiAihi|ii^ 
by encountering^ unbebrd-of mishaps, sTayitfj^ ^fttiie'dhttt 
giants, ranqnishini^ #icked enchantei^'ndtio^ay nworH 
of dwarft, hippogriffs, and fiery dragons. On a shnilar 
principle I cunningly IMI toy teaders, at the first sally, 
into two or three knotty chapters, where they were most 
woftilly belaboured and Doff<^eA by a boat of pagan pbilo- 
SQphers and infidel writers. Though n^torally a very 
^rave man, yet f coKild stai-ce lefVaitti ftxHn istam^^dHi' 
H'lght at seeing the titter 'confu«)(Ai and dii^^ -of 1% 
valiailt Cd:vliliers— some dtt^ped ^Wn d^d ^]^) oo 
the field ; othera threw down my book in the middle of the 
ifirst chapter, took to iheir heels, and never ceased sSkm- 
pering tintil they bad fairly run it out of si^tit, when ^b^ 
stopped to take breath, to tell fheir friends what troubles 
they had nndergone, and to warn all others ^ron^ yenturuuf 
on so thankless an expedition. Bvery page thinbed my 
ranks more and more ; and of the vast innltitude tlhat first 
set out, but a comparatively few niade shift to survive, is 
eifcceedingly battered condition, through the five introductory 
cbaptera. 

What then ! would you have bad me takfe sficb' san- 
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tshniey faint-he^urted riecreants to my bosom, at our first 
Acquaintance? No, no; I reserved my friendship for 
those who deserved it ; for those who undauntedly bore 
me company, in despite ^ of difficulties, dangers, and 
fatig^ues. And now, as to those who adhere to me at pre- 
•sent, I take thein alFectionately by the hand. Worthy 
ctnd thrice belored readjers ! brave and well-tried comrades ! 
who have faithfully followed my footsteps through all mv 
wanderings— I salute you from my heart-— I pledge mysoif 
*to stand by you to the last 5 and to conduct you (s^ 
heaven speed this trusty weapon which I now hold oetween 
nay fingers), triannphaAtiy to the end of this our stupendous 
undertaking. 

But, bark V wiiile we are thus talking^ the city of i^ew 
Amsterdam is in a bustle. The gallant host of warriors 
encamped in the Bowling .Green are striking their tents,; 
the brazen trnmpet of Anthony Von Corlear makes the 
wetkin to resouad with portentous clangour— the drums 
ibeat— the standards of the Manhattoes^ of tielU^te, and 
of Michael l^aw, wave -proudly in the air* Aud now * 
behold where the mariners are busily employed, hoisting 
the sails 61 yon tufi-sail soliooner, and those two clurop 
jbuiU Albaay slooipsj which are to waft the army of the 
I^ederjaaders to gather immortal bonoura on the Delaware^ ! 

The entire population of t-he city, man, woman, and 
ii^ild, turned oat to behold the chivalry of ^ew-Amster- 
dam, as it paraded the streets previous to, enibarkatioh. 
Many a handkerchief was waved out of the windows,; 
nany a fair nose was blown . ia ^melodious sorrow on the 
mourbfol occasion, The grief of the fair damfes and beau- 
teous 'damsels of Grenada could not have been more voci- 
ferous on the banishment of the gallant tribe oiT Abencer- 
vf^eA than was that of the kind-^earted fair ones of New- 
yAaieterdam. on the departure of ^beir intrepid warriors. 
£very lovesick roaidea fondly crammied the pockets ^f 
her hero with gingerbread and dough huts— many a co|p. 
4»er ring was exchanged, and crooked sixpence broken, m 
pledge of eternti^l constancy— and there remain extant to 
this day some love verses written On that occasion, suffi- 
ciently crabbed and incomprehensible to confound the 
wbpie universe. ,, , 

But it was a moving sight to see the buxom lasses, 'how 
they hung about the doughty Anth'otiy Von Corlear ; lor 
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he wti a jolly, rofly-faced, lusty Irachelor, food of hk 
joke^ and withal a desperate rogue among the womeu. Fail 
would they have kept him to eomfOrt them while the amy 
waa away \ for beside what I have ^id of him, it is no 
more than justice to add, that he was a kind-hearted soul, 
noticed for his hcnevolent attentions in comforting r!is- 
coosolate wives during the absence of their husbands i and 
this made him to be very much regarded by the honest 
burghers of the city. But nothing could keep'the valiant 
Anthony finom following the heels of the old g^ovemor, 
whom be loved as he did his vei^ soul— ao embracing all 
the voung vronws, and giving every one of them that had 
good te^ and rosy lips a dozen heaiiy smacks j be 
denarted kMded with their kind wishes. 

Kor was the departure of the galbint Peter among tk 
least causes of public distress. Though the old governor 
waa by no means indulgent to the follies and wayward- 
ness of his sulgects, yet somehow or other he had becooM 
atrangely popular among the people. There ia soinethnif 
ao captivating in personal bravery, thai, with the <»mnioa 
mass of mankind, it takes the lead of most other merits. 
The simple folk of New-Amsterdam looked upon Peter 
Stuyvesant aa a prodigy of valour. His wooden-leg, that 
trophy of his martial encounters, was regarded with reve- 
rence and admiration. Every old burgho* had a budget of 
miraculous stories to tell about the exploits of Hamikop- 
pig Piet, wherewith he regaled hia children on a loa; 
winter night j and on which he dwelt with aa mad 
delight and exaggeration as do our honest country yeomcs 
on the hardy adventures of old General Putnam (or, as be 
is familiarly termed, Old Put), during our glorious revolu- 
tion. Not an individual but verily believed the oU 
governor was a match for Beelzebub himself ; and thflt 
was even a story told, with great mystery, and under the 
rose, of his having shot the devil with a silver bullet one 
dark stormy night, as he was sailing in a canoe throng 
HelUgate. But this 1 do not record as an absolute fkct— 
perish the man who would let fall a drop to discolour the 
pure stream of history ! ' 

(Certain it is, not an old woman in New- Amsterdam b«t 
considered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of strength, ami 
rested satisfied that the public welfare was secure so losg 
as he was in the city. It is not surprising then that ihey 
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loolced upon his departnre as a sore affliction. With 
heary hearts they draggled at the heels of his troops as. 
they marched down to the river side to embark. The 
governor from the stern of his schooner, gave a short but 
truly patriarchial address to his citizens, wherein be re- 
commended them to comport like loyal and peaceful sub- 
jects — to go to church r^ularly on Sundays, and to mind 
their busiuess all the week besides.— That the women 
should be dutiful and affectionate to their husbands^- 
looking after nobody^s concerns but their own: eschew- 
ing all gossipiugs and morning gaddings ; and carrying 
short tongues and long petticoats. That the men should 
afastaui from intermeddling in public concerns, entrusting 
the cares of government to the officers appointed to sup- 
port them — staying at home, like good citizens, making 
money for themselves, and getting children for the benefit 
of their country. That the burgomasters should look well 
to the public interest — not oppressing the poor, or indulg- 
ing the rich— not tasking their security to devise^ new 
laws, bat faithfully enforcing those which were already 
made— rather bending their attention to prevent evil than 
lo punish it 5 ever recollecting that civil magistrates should 
consider themselves more as guardians of public morab 
than rat catchers employed to entrap public delinquents, 
finally, he exhorted them, one and all, high and low, rich 
and poor, to conduct themselves at itell as they eouid .* 
assuring them that if they faithfully and conscientiously 
compli^l with this golden rule, there was no danger but 
that they would all conduct themselves well enoughs— 
lliis done, he' gave them a paternal benediction; the 
sturdy Anthony sounded a most loving farewell with his 
trumpet, the jolly crews put up a lusty shout of triumph, 
and the invincible armada swept off proudly down the bay. 
The good people of New- Amsterdam crowded down 
to the Battery— that blest resort, from whence so many a 
tender prayer has been waAed — so many a lair hand 
waved — so many a tearful look been cast by lovesick 
damsel, after the lessening bark which bore her adven- 
turous swnin to distant climes ! — Here the popufau» 
watched with straining eyes the gallant squadron, as it 
slowly floated down the iKiy ; and when the intervenitig 
land at the Narrows shut it from their sight, gradually 
dispersed with silent tongues and downcast cotfutenances. 
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A boMry poam bwy over 1^ kte b«itl|||K citjr-^k 
himpU fmrpifn raiokefl iMr pipes u» protbuffd tj^isH- 
folttcssy cantiiig mwf: a wia^ul look on tbe ve^tb^rcock 
90 tbe cbuircb oC 9L Mkbolay ; and all tbp old wobb^ 
btring op lom:«r Ibe preteife of Peter Stwyvfjift^. ^ 
beartea tbem* gatbered tbeir ebijdrm bpni% a^ bacn^lAK^ 
Ibe doora aaJ windows every eveoiag^ at Mpdow^s. 

lo tbe meanwhile tb« armada of tbe sturdy ?«t<«r fm 
cacdfld prosperously on ita voyaget and nftei; ftucj»»n|ypi;im 
about 'as many sCoroM and water«8pouU aj»d wl#]«b a^ 
^tfier bornwi apd phenomena as g eoemUy boM adreptiir. 
nous landsmen* in peiiloqa Toyages of the KinA& V94 9flf* 
undeigoing a severe scouring fronn Ibat d^t^wr^^ ipA 
unpitiiiHl malady caUad scarsicknass.} tbe wb^&Q a(|it«4i9iii 
^ived s^ly in the Delaware. 

Without so mnch as dropping a^idiQc audi icivting hm 
waaried ships time to breathe aflqr labonriAg' m W>^ ^ 
tbe QGea% the intrepid Peter pnnued bis c%w wff - tiptigk 
Pebiwar^ and made a «udden appnavance b#M9. Fsv< 
Casimir. Having sammoned tbe astonished gaixipoii ix 
a terrific bhwt from^ the tnimpet of tbe Ipug^vKlndai Van^ 
Corlesj-y be demanded, in a tone (tf thimder^ v^ iw»tan| 
anirender of the ioct> To this, demand, S!H4Mt9putZa tjbe 
wind-dried comro^dant> replij^ in a sbriH* w^^^Uag 
Toioe. which, by neiison d his<e](ti:eme «pacenes% sihiimI^ 
like Ibe wind whistling tbiougb a broken. belMrwB_<« tM 
be bad no very, strong rauooi foe refusing, esff^^ft t^.tlK 
demand was particubu^Ay^ diMgoeeable, as be hg^ been 
Ofdered to mainftnin bis post to the la^t extremity.** Qi 
feyiested tiflne tberefbne to cwsnU with Govempr. lUsii^ 
and propoaed a truce far that purpooe. 

Tbe cbolerk Peter» indignant at. having bis i?gl}|ful ibcl 
so treacheiously taken from him, aixd thua pertinaciomtly 
wUbbeU, refused tlie profiered. armistice, aja4 e^wQreby 
the pipe of St. Nicholas,, which like tbe sacred fi}*e wm 
•ever exlingoishe^ that unless tbe fort werA sarreudi^eii 
in ten minutes, be would incontinently stovm tbe worim, 
nsahe all the gaortsonL run tb^ gauntlet^ aivi split tbeilS 
sooandrel oC a commander, like a picbled 8h»4. To give 
Ibis menace tbe greater efiisct* be drew forth bis trusty 
fwoid, and shook it at them. witb. sucb a fierce apd vigo. 
loua motion, that doubtless, if it bad not been exceedutf 
rusty, it would have lightened tenroc into tbe ^yes and 
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hearts of the en^y* He tlieo ordered his men to bring 
a broadside to bear upon the forty consisting of two swivels^ 
three muskets, a long duck fowling-piece, and two brace of 
horse pistols. 

• Id the meantime the sturdy Van Corlear marshalled, 
all his forces, and commenced his warlike operations. 
J>isteiiding his cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept up a 
most horrific twanging of his trumpet— the lusty choristers 
of Sing-Sing broke forth into a hideous song of battle— 
the warriors of Breukelen and the Wael-bogtig blew a 
potent and astounding blast on their conch-shells : all 
together forming i^ outrageous a concerto as though five 
thousand French orchestras were displaying their stall in a 
modem ovei'ture. 

Whether the formidable front of war, thus suddenly 
presented, smote the garrison with sore dismay, or whether 
the concluding terms of the summons, which mentioned 
that he should surrender << at discretion,^' were mistaken 
by Saen Scutz, who, though a Swede, was a very consi- 
derate, easy-tempered man, as a compliment to his dis- 
cretion, 1 will not take upon me to say ; certain it is, he 
found it impossible to resist so courteous a demand. 
Accordingly in the very nick of time, just as the cabin- 
boy had gone after a coal of fire to disdiarge the swivel, 
a chamade was beat on the rampart by the only drum in 
the garrison, to the no small ratisfaction of bo(h parties ; ' 
who, notwithstanding their great stomach for fighting, had 
full as good an inclination to eat a quiet dinner as to ex- 
change black eye;^ and bloody noses. 

Thus did this impregnable fortress once more return to 
the domination of their high mishtioesses ; Scutz and his 
garrison of twenty men were allowed to march out with 
the honours of war; and the victorious Peter, who was 
as generous as brave, permitted them to take possession of 
all their arms and ammunition, the same, on inspection, 
being found totally unfit for service, having long runted in 
the magazine of the fortress, even before it was wrested by 
the Swedes from the magnanimous but windy Von Po^ 
fenburgh. But I must not omit to mention, t^t the 
governor was so well pleased with the services of his faith- 
ful squire, Van Corlear, in the reduction of this great 
fortress, that he made him on the spot lord of a goodly 
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dpmaib in riwfkfofty of New Imterdam* wWcfa gect^ 
tbe nuw of Ooiinr** Hoak unto thb rerj day.* 

The wmiiwpliid libertlity of the isfioi^ StrnmoMl 
towards the Swedes occasioDed great sarprise in fthe'oily ol 
New Amstardam ; nay, ceitaitf of those Sustionm iwfeti' 
dnabi who had bcea coUgbtaoad by Ibe poivycak nesliBgi 
thai psetaUed d^nng the days of WilHasn tise '^ettfk bat 
who had not daied to hidalga their inoddifeaoiDe tahHi. 
wider the ey» of their pi^esent taiet, now embolrtoaadlfty 
his absence, dared cren ta giro Tenb to^ the' 
the streets— mnfmnrs were heard* in tbo* 
chamber of New AmsierdaBB>;' and th e re n 
whethw. they w^uld, n^t have brokea out iiito.dosraB^|l(l 
speedies and iovectives, had not Peter .Stnyyeaamb pii 
Tutely seat bom^ his walfcio^ alafiv to. be hM an a asice 
on the tabl^ of the eowneii cbambcry^ iatho* mKl^hof im 
cdnaseUera; who^ like, wise men, tooh the. hia^ aad fa 
ever after held thein peaee. 




Skpwing the greqi a^taniaffe thai thfi A^i ha ur hu mem 

bis jfUad^ in time ^ Baiile-4ogether wUK dtmn, 

p^rtfntouM, motemmUs;' which betokenll that someUiiig 

tfirribU it qboutto happen. 



Like as a mighty alderman, when at a 
the first spoonAil of turtle soup sakites his pabte, feds Ids 
impatienf appetite but tenfold- qnickened, and* redoahfes 
bis Tigorotts attacks upon the- tureeo, while, bis Toradoas 
ores projecting ftrom his faead> roll greedily ronadfy devour- 
ing every thing at tabte-^-eo did the mettlesome IMer 
S(iiyvesaBt*feel that intolerable hnfiger for martial; gloryt 
which raged within his very bowels, mflaraed W thie cap- 
ture of Fort Caranir, and nothing oonM' allay it bat tbe 
conquest of all New Sweden-. 9^ sooner therefore had* 
he secured his conqu^t) than he stumped' resolutely oo, 

Mia TfftBB ntekes mention, in one sf bis voyages, of€foiie«^ 
]|oeck, and Goiteurs l*luitsg«, w fioiurecgr. ^ 



i| i p )h rd wi$k apiccani la gvlher firesb. la^rels. at 1^9s% 
Chripitiiifi.* 

'll^lpiA i|!(^ ifys gcand Swo^Uh posts estab^ia^ on a ai^al^ 
siv^ (or. iKi, it 19 imore iip^operly tevmed, creel^ of tli9 
«Ai6#. >)am# 9 ^^; Nre th%t. crafty £<^vef ayr, Jan Risiogii, 
lay grimly drawn up^ likfs. ^ gt;ey.beq^4^4 spid^ ip tb^ 

19iai4, l^foTf Wie bmry, into, tj|»e 4ineCul) sceoes that o^iwt 
«^|f9(i ^.ipj^^tjiffg q£ tw9;fu,dji [wwqr/ii^ cUkfU^u^ it is 
<(4W Bahte tot.we^ pafise.^r a m^raen^, apd >q14 atlMn4 of 
UPAUli^ eauiifi^ 9^ttle ^l^qM ^ ^ rvwb^ ii)t<^ pv^ 
^ftiimfhl ^y^M !^Pl^ciai\ a^^ bli reader a^y mpce th«]» 
VX tb« 9W<ir«<i «wl ili^ 8o|4i^i|s.. The great coopm^^er^ 
fif ^|»iM|W<3r m^as engaged t^en^ny without pjce^ioiisly 
ptfiBaf^g. tl!i« ipio^s of ^eii; £(i»U9^<9rs by afum^Jtijag biiii^iir 
f 9IB« 9. fVJ^Pg d»pn» HPitp. her^K {oe\\n^f assuring^ them 
9f thA.»!99M<<I^A^^ tljogwL?,. ^i^d ii^piri^ tfcew.wi^h s» 
cp»64cif:t i». tljg; prPMe^f^ <lfl ^tm I^a^Wr So Ibi^ biir 
^ia«8)!lft]9U<IKa^«9>th^l#ef#|n an4 enlist, Vbe pAfsioof 
^j^m itea^Aprsi, ^igifl bay,if g s^ th^qi a^ on fir^ wi^h tbi? 
importance of bif ajojbji^t, o^ sbquld pu^ t^ws^lf at tbeir 
)W84 iPonrisfr 1)1% fi^ 9.10^ 1^4 tl(€ttn on to. ifm ik^^t of 

mwv ^ faki#lqrif|DS,, th^; ^lmflrta| Tbusydid^.. HaviQ^ 
fMFi]re4 a/t. tb^ Ijirefii^figi out| qf tbe Peloppmiesiaii wt^t on^ 
9I hia^ (;09i«lftn|#(f;6 obs^i^^ ibat «.be sQim^a tJie cl^yurg^ 
Mli«M ^ 4ip]^iMmrM<9. spiyit oj ^ql9fa^, fte Cfi^JqgjQiefi 
.lb< ^mft 901 bQifP "id^ <i^ a9(9ik^i^iOi|r expef;^tioq8» 

pmf4l W tl|e fDfiprtii^ pofAt nffv gping t^ b<e decifi^ 
J&rt«iWP«^ we inf4<i to 4lHi\Q8e futiKifarf P^iTW, itself 
M.ipt%iW|||ed| ui tb$^ 4VP>P^- Tftw «Mfc tptt^ip, i^inat^r? 
»««P l9t Mph^ 'f^hitli^. arf»1? eiiiisnt. TW« ifl hift si^wi, 
aHMyV^m^PPI^ of, ^irtliRg o»fn 'BWR lieniRgni^W,^ waf 

«n4 foj8ta,m^Mi!P*''t 

^' *" This U at )>re8eDt ^ floqribhing town caUled Christians^ or i^na- 
teen, abottt tlii]^-aewottile»fr<Mi-l*lia«de)phia, on Che post road M 
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Tcry Uieth of peril— having followed the •dyenfnrons Belcr 
and hit band into foreign r cgi o na o niroiiodcd by lbes» 
and Btonned by the horrid din of ar mi a t thia importaat 
moment, while darknen and doubt hang o*cr each coming 
chapter, I hold it meet to harangue them, and prepare 
them for the ereats that are to follow. 

And here I would premise one great adTantage which, 
ai the historitttt, I pomem over my readers 3 and this it is 
— diat though I cannot sare the life of ray fovom^te hens 
nor abaolutely contradict the event of a battle (boUi 
which lihcrtiea, though often taken by the Fremch writcn 
of the pment reign, I hold to be utterly unw o r th y of a 
scmpokNis historian), yet I can now and then make him 
bestow on his enemy a sturdy back-stroke sufficient to 
fell a giant ; though in honest truth, he may never have 
done any thing of the kind— or I can drive his anta g m dn t 
clear round and round the field, as did Homer make that 
line follow Hector scamper like a poltroon round the waHs 
of Troy ; for which, if ever they have encountered .one 
another in the Elysian fields, ril warrant the prince of 
poets has had to make the most humble apology. 

I am aware that many conscientious readors will he 
ready to cry out << foul pUy P* whenever I render a fittfe 
assbtance to my hero— but I consider it one of those 
privileges exercised by historians of all a ges a nd one 
which has never been disputed. In focf, an historian Is, 
as it were, bound in honour to stand by his hero— the 
fame of the latter is entrusted into bis hands, and it is hit 
duty to do the best by it he ean. Never was there a 
general, an admbal, or - any other commander, wlio, ia 
giving an account of any battle that he hSd fought, did 
not sorely belabour the enemy ; and I have no doubt 
that, had my heroes written the history of thefar owa 
achievements, they would have dealt much harder bloiis 
than any that I shall recount. Standing forth, therefore^ 
as the guardian of their fame, it behoves me to do them 
tbe same jusfKe they would have done themselves ; and 
if I happen to be a little hard upon the Swedes, I give 
free leave to any of their descendants, who may write s 
history of the State of Delaware, to take foil* retaliation, 
and belabour Peter 3tuyvesant as hard as they please. 

Therefoi'e stand by for broken heads andf bloody. noses! 
—my pen has long itch^ for a battler-siege after siege 
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ii«r«.I.cqoi|eAon» wUlKHit: bknm or, biMMlBM; bnl oow 
I haT« at; l«09th,9Qta.«ih4n<»> ^ X tow to heaven i^n^l 
St. Nk:boli«H tinty Wt the ciiroi^ckNioir tde times miy. ntiat. 
tkvy vkfum, neither SMlMit» Uvy^ ir«clfu«» Polybi|i9» «ior 
wy. Q(b«r. hiti^levMmsef of . t^nm •U^. did oiter i#eor4 Oi 
ieioer fijQht than, tba^'m vlmi my ^aliimt; «bMft«w wf): 
W>w. about, to eng^get 

And yoi^ ^h, mosf; e«ce{laiA re^d^re, whoni» % JWW' 
^uthfol adhmoqc^ 1 comid ebeiwb in. the wurmeft c^riMr 
o€ my bmt'HHi woli iwenM^ft^-^^tf vst tb»$ito of owi f^Kowiii* 
Stuyves^t to menrrfor hy. 4>e roodk eome^^hol i««iib Vl|, 
■tU)k by Vl^iVowi^ Fie^ tp Ibe laa)k^ V\\ m^ b»m 
oirire nboRt. tbwo (oeeb vUe* •& did (he ^^^QmmA tflviifo*': 
lot ol^ lbe;lAk^ 1^. bc«4 oil recrefttit Qomieb Mgbiyft/^ 494i 
UbiidoeffilMUlet nifiievwt! dk»w wjcrveoto^iigbl: yivM^M 
bitlify ia> twbuU^of a brav« moi^ if i don'ti imJms tbeso 
Vibbe% SiiiedeA pi^y for it.! 

Jip. flooB^T: had Pe^t $tiiyTie8M>t asrlmMi beft>i)9. fttri 

Cbraii(i«a tba« be wooeeded witbout d^b^st i» «i^f(9^ 

b^wi{lf|. eaid immoiMaij^ly oo jiwiiiBg bia ir^ft |»a^fp^la 

Mimt^ed Anlbpiiy Vam^Corl^an (o ^wqmon thq fi^iitrem 

l9.4iwmeiidRr» V«ii CwleMr «a9 n»i:eiTjed «it^aU.dM«^|».rft 

wmlify^ hoodiiinlsed at the porta^ and condnciM t^D^s^ 

% IMwIitoMifi.MMeU of sfilt fis^ tM onioiNb tP- the eiMels 

awb^MtpM hnl bsiilt of pine logq* His ^e» w«re hei^Q 

uoeiHi^fi^ a,pid be f^nnd bioMelf in the apgiyHk pi^esenfie of 

(fioiHRiior; Jiiiu^gli. Thift <^ieCi^0ii 9ii 1 bfiiw he(or« noted* 

iwi «. vfry g»»qdy iwui^} .iw4 waa elad 19 fk qpmho; bki« 

coat, strapped round' tbe «(iHnjt witbia l^bern beU».wbicb 

fMiwd tbe euppufws 4kiiit8.aj]id pocl^t^ to set q£^ witb a 

*«y w«c)ib^ BWfop.. ^i« pi^vderpup ^g^ w^ise <»sed in 1^ 

PMT of>fo«y-egloumj%Blft boobb «n4 b^ was sMaddUnt; i^ 

tihe ftttitaija <^ tbfi Q^tmvk of B^iod^Eib. be^o ^ bit of 

brobfiB. looking gb^ ^wviog biins^lf wilb « ▼illi^ifiously 

4«IL w»* 1Rbi#. afilJDiJwg- o^jpatipn <»um4: bim. tp makf? 

a leriea of bcwriUe grini94»^ t^t heigthceued expeediag^ 

tbe grisly Unr9ffk> of Vk. ^m&i* Oo. Anthony Van Cor. 

leiMr^s. being «noouQ^» the gvim commander p»usfd for. ^, 

moioentt in tbiQ midpt, oJE on^ of bis m/^i h»rdrfi^ii<oured 

eoaiortionsL ando^er eji^w^bim askance ovi«r, tbie sbonld^r 

ivith a kiodiOf suiMrUiig.gcio on bis coun^etumee^ vesuwed 

bas bihoMiA at tb» g|le«!fK 

Jim icmbitfvsst.b!^ vs»»eA» be tumod wp» mnre t# 
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the trumpeter, and demaiided the piirtKift of hii etttai 
Anthony Van Corlear delivered in a few words, beii^i 
kind of ■hort-hand speaker, a Iob|^ oMsaage from hia exed- 
lency, reconntinr the whole history of the province^ wilkt 
Rcapitnlation of gritvaaees, and cminMratioBS of daiv^ 
and conchided with a peremptory demand of imlMt 
Bttrrender; which done, be turned askle, took lui aoR 
between his thumb and finger, and blew a trenead«iB 
blast, not unlike the fioorish of a trumpet of defiaate; 
which it had donbtlcm learned from a lon|^ and iiitiwilr 
neighbourhood with that melodious instmmeDt. 

GoYcmor Risingb heard him through, tmmpel and 4 
but with infinite impatience; leaning at timea, as wmhi 
usual custom, on the pommel of bis sword^ and at tino 
twirling a huge steel watch cliain, or snappiBe hii fiiMi 
Van Corlear having finished, he bluntly replied, that Mw 
Stnyvesant and his summons might go to the d - h 

whither he hoped to send him and his crew of ragamufias 
before supper time. Then unsheathing his brass hillal 
sword, and throwing away- the scabbard— *< Fore gai," 
quod he, ** but 1 will m>t sheathe thee again vntil 1 mike 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried, leathern bide of thia mam' 
gate Dutchman.^ Then having flung a fierce deflaaN 
ill the teeth of hia adversary, by the lips of his mesecngi'rj 
the latter was reconducted to the portal with all tbe cere- 
monious civility dne to the trumpeter, squire, and amlMB' 
sador of so great a commander ; and being again unbitaM) 
was courteously dismissed wii^ a tweu of the nose to 
aasist him in recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insoleat 
reply, than he let fly a tremendous volley of red-het exe- 
crations, that would infiillibly have battered down the'.for- 
tifications, and blown up the powder magazine, about Ae 
ears of the fiery Sweden bad not tfacT ramparts been reBmr^ 
ably strong, and the magasine bomb-proof. Perceivia^ 
that the works withstood this terrific blast, and that it was 
utterly impossible (as it really was in those unphilosopluc 
days) to carry on a war with words, he ordered his meiry 
men all to prepare for an immediate assault, fiat here a 
strange murmur broke out among bis troops^ beginniag 
with the tribe of the Van Bummels^ those valiant trendier- 
nien of the Bronx, and spreading from man to man, accofli' 
panied with certain mutinous looks and disconteoted 
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HAurmnn. For once in his Itfe, and only for once, did 
the i^reat Petei* turn pale ; for he verily thought his 
warriors were going to falter in this hour of perilous trial, 
jBiul thus tarni^ for ever the fame of the province of New 
Mederlandts. 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy, that in this 
suspicion he deeply wronged this most undaunted army ; 
for the cause of this agitation and uneasiness simply was, 
that the hour of dinner was at hand, and it would have 
almost broken the hearts of these regular Dutch wan*iors 
to have broken in upon the invariable routine of their 
habits. Beside, it was an established rule among our 
valiant ancestors always to fight upon a full stomach ; and 
to this may be doubtless attributed the circumstance that 
they came to be so renowned in arms. 

And now are the hearty men of the Manhattoes, and 
their no lest hearty comrades, all lustily engaged under 
the trees, buffeting stoutly with the contents of their 
walletsy and taking such affectionate embraces of their 
canteens and potthcs as though they verily believed they 
were to be the last. And as I foresee we shall have bot 
work in a page or two, I advise my readers to do the same; 
ior which purpose I will bring the chapter to a close ; 
givinK them mv word of honour, that no advantage shall 
be taken of this armistice, to surprise^ or in any way 
molest, the honest Nederianders while at their vigorous 
repast. 



CHAP. VH. 

Ctmiaimng ike mott horrible Baitle ever recorded in 
poetrjf or proee ; with the admirable Exploits of Peter 

the Headttrong. 

<* Now had tlie Dutchmen snatched a huge repast,*^ and 
finding themselves wonderfully encouraged and animated 
thereby, prepared to take the field. Expectation, says 
the writer of the Stuy vesant manuscript — Expectation now 
stood on stilts. The world forgot to turn round, or rather 
stood still, that it might witness the affray \ like a fat, 
ruund-bellied alderman, watching the combat of two chi- 



tm ■vmror 

Ttlricllks ii|HMi hb jeriuB. Tlie«y«i«r ftO flMtMfld^ » 

nflBal in tiicli caaes, vwe tonud mpom Ant CMrtte 
Tbe Min, like a little bMi in m«wm±m « fMi|l|ieMfciiiv, 
•canpaedalMMtikelMsfaM, fopptef llitteftd toerenA 
Ibcre^ end cndcaTouriiif to get a peep between <lie wuni- 
neriy cloiidi, that obtniied tbeiMeNis 4n hk way. tbe 
liifloriaiit AUed thtir io Mie nn.. tl>e p«KtB nietat witiWit 
tbeir dinMn, elllMr tfait tbejr iiiKlit iMTf pi4»er «id gim^ 
qiull% or becuM tbey coidd net fg&t •ay tkbtf to eat^ 
antiqaily Movled Mdkily o«t of ite grave^ to aee itiieira» 
doae— while etea poaterlty atdod mttte, guiag iu gaping 
ccaCacjr of i ctf aa y e it io^ on the eveaiful- field. 

The lannofetal deiticai wha irfaUaaie hMlviMi aertrleeM 
the <«afiak** of TVo^-adw aiaanled ih«ilr Itettaeivbel 
clouds, and tailed over the |>laia^ 'or nhigfetl aaioi^ tk 
Innbataato in llifffcrent diigaita^ aM ittMng tt» havt t 
finger in the pie. ivpiter aent off MithMdariNiU t^« audi 
eoppetonoialH to have«t farhishM rip fer the ^firtffW aooh 
•ioa. Veaut awore bf her chdntity vheM palMmtae tht 
Swedes; and ia semblaiiee of a blea^^yvd timN, paiadri 
the.battleitfedlB af Fort Oufathia, hccolai|laaiiid hy JDiua, 
as a aeijeant^s widow of civcli^ trepaCaiioii. Tbe notil 
tmUy» Man, stock swo hon».piilob Into his ^ell^ aholi^ 
dertng^ vaster firelock, and ganaMiy swag g ering kt ihiir 
elbow as a dninhen oerpof aJ **a h i te A>p6llo tmdgped li 
their rear M A baady^agged fiiov plajinir toodt TOafioMlf 
oot o^ tune. 

On tbe other sidc^ the ox-eyed Juno, who had gained s 
pair of black eyes overnight, in one of her curtain lectam 
with old Jupiter, displayal btr haughty beauties on a faag- 
gage-wanon— -Minerva^ as a brawny gin-sutUer, tucked 
up her sKirt^ brandished her firats, and swore moat heroi- 
cally, in excetedng tad Dutch <ttivl«g but lately atodici 
^ tanguag^, hy way of keeping up the «phi|la of tha sol' 
diers; while Vulcan haUM as a cMb^buted Mackamid^ 
lately promoted to be a captain of militia. All waa silesC 
hoivor,iflr btsCtlAi^ fire^NHiMiOn ; wai^ rMrM fate hoMl front, 
gnashed loud hift irtrti fiiil^, abd shiodk faifi direftil crest of 
Sriatling hayMM*. 

And aour Hie riiigbly diidtafaaa Manhatled out thdl' 
iMMts. But ataod Moit Risiagh, firhi as a tbousflod 
raehs-^ucTusted wHh stockrtieb, 4M entretictiod to the 
chin ia mud hattWies.~liis artillery cdtoistiog of tao 
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Wii^ ma a calvmiflde^ loaded to Ae muzzle, the tcmch- 
iMlte inriiiied, and a irfaiiBkered bombadier M^tiolied at 
\Mcll wMi liglited tnaMl in laud, traiting the wdrd. Hik 
Vulfwit iiifitiMry lined the tAreast-wori: in grim array, eadi 
Imviti^ his mnstaehio* a^reely SSteased, and bis hair poma^ 
•tuiiicd bkuHcy and qileued so stiffly that he gtihned abov^ 
Wl6 ItUUfMlits like ii grife4y deatVs bead. 

Thin eame On tJhe mtiv^id HiuNkko^g Piet» k Second 
-Bliy^rd, '«|i|th(]»*t fear or n^pMMch^hls ixows knit, his 
«6cM dinidMed, his Uinfth held bard, rifsfaine on lik^ ten 
thMMAd Mlowi&l^ bans of Bsiihan. Ifis iaithM squire, 
Vsen Oorl^Ms trad|;ed iraliantly al bis heels, With hhi 
WiittttMiC ^fo^^nsly bedecked with red and yellow riband^ 
tllft*«iiitaihra«iaes of bis fciir inhitreriBei at the Matohttttoes. 
4%eii eumt waddAng^ «n hi* sturdy confrades, swturmhig 
^« tbts tfiytttbidoAs of Adbilles. Thei^ were the Van 
%«^y«to 'mA th« Vata Dy«ks and the T\eb Bycks'-itbe Vaft 
NesMs, tlie VaAl^UMbh, the Van OroH^ the VaA Hoessens, 
ike Tan CHcmMh and the Vati BlaroMis. The Vim Warts, 
the Van WKkkles, the Van Bam^ the Vtth Peltti, tb« 
Vfto !lf|p|itt^ aMl fh^ Van BrunU. There ivtre Yhe Van 
Hbrbes, the Vkn Hookfti thfe Van BiMsehotens, the V^ 
iScidcra, . the Van AMdl^ abd ffae Vati Bummels. The 
Vand^ Bt^ ffae Vander Hbo^ ind tlie Vfcoder VooHs, iht 
▼andltr Lyns, the Vander P^ls, abd the Vander SpSe. 
|t(^j ttetfe tktm Ifate Hoffoians, the HoogManas, tli6 
Hopli^rs, the Ctopfi^M, ^ Rycknffatls. Ibe iDyclnaans^ 
Ati HegebMiiii. the Rosdifooms, tbto Oonibvlfij the Qsfa^. 
^rtftosses, the WMrtoeH, tht eMr^xtakxB, tbfe Betoottr, 
<bb BivnWers, the Waldnftn^ tbie Onderdonlcft, the Vithn 
▼sogers, the8dieriieiAiorn*,tbeStontenbbirffhi, the BHb* 
fcerlKifis, the Bontei^as, the Knidceiliockei^, the flock- 
trthnsers, llbe Te* Breet^beste, and thfe Tbugh BfeecbeM;^, 
Willi a hMl of more i^liant WorlSiies, whose names iitt too 
grabbed fO be wtitt«fa, or if tliey could ht WritleA, it would 
W HnposkflUe for liian to ntt«iw«H fortified with a mighty 
^dinner, and to n«e the Wofrds of a great Dutch poet, 

«< Brimful of wrath and cabbage !** 

I^dr an instftbt the tofj^bty Peter paused in the midst of 
111* career, and nlMntWig on It stntnp, addressed his troops 
in doqtlent lUW Dtttcb, exhorting them to Ught like duyveU^ 
ttnd asMring thett, that if tiiey c«mi|ttered they should get 
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pleoty of booty ; if they fell, they should be allowed tk } 
ttoparatlcted Mtifif>ictiuii, while dyings of reflecting tint ' 
it was in the service of their country j and after they vert ' 
dead, of seeing their names ioscribed in the temple W 
renown, and banded down in company with all the otber < 
great men of the yeai*, for the admiration of posterity. 
Finally, he swore to Ibero, on the woixl of a goTemor (uA 
they knew him too well to donbt for a nooment), that if 
he caught any mother^s son of them looking pale, or play- 
ing craven, he*d carry his hide till he made him run oal sf 
it like a snake in spring-time. Then lugging out bistm&tf 
aabre, he brandished it three times over his head, ordered 
Van Corlear to sound a tremendous charge, and ahoutisf 
the word *< St. Nicholas and the Manhattoes !*^ counge* 
ottsly dashed forwards. His warlike followers, wlio M 
employed the interval in lighting their pipes, instantly 
stuck them in their mouths, gave a furious puff, and 
charged galhmtly under cover of the smoke. 

The Swedish garrison, ordered by the cunning Risiagb 
not to fire until they could distingubh the whites of thoc 
assailants* eyes, stood in horrid silence on the covert.way, 
until the eager Dutchmen had ascended the glacis. Tbes 
did they pour into them such a tremendous volley, tbat 
the very hills quaked around, and were terrified even onto 
an incontinence of water, insomuch tbat certain springi 
burst forth from their sides, which coutinue to ran uals 
the present day. Not a Dutchman but would have bittca 
the dust beneath that dreadful fire^ had not the protectiag 
Minerva kindly taken care that the Swedes should, ooe 
and all, observe their usual custom of shutting their ejcs, 
and turning away their heads, at the moment of dischargie^ 

The Swedes followed up their fire, by leaping Uie 
counterscarp, and falling tooth and nail upon the foe, with 
furious outcries. And now might be seen prodigies of 
valour, of which neither history nor song have ever 
recorded a parallel. Here was beheld the sturdy Stoffd 
Brinkerhoff brandishing his lusty quarter-staff, like the 
terrible giant Blanderon his oak-tree (for he scorned to 
carry any other weapon), and drumming an horrific tuoe 
upon the heads of whole squadrons of Swedes. There 
were the crafty Van Kortlandts, posted at a distance^ 
like the Locrian archers of yore, and plying it inosl 
potently with the long-bow, for which they were so justly 
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renowned. At another place was collected on a rising 
knoll the valiant men of Sin^-Sing, who assisted marveU 
lously in the iight> by chaiiling forth the great song of St. 
Nicholas; but as to the Ganleuiers of Hndson^ they 
were absient from the battle, having been sent out on a 
maraading party, to lay waste the neighbouring water- 
melon patches. In a different part of the field might be 
seen the Van Grolls of Anthouy^s nose ^ but they were 
horribly perplexed in a defile between two little hills, by 
reason of the length of their nosies. There were the Van 
Buufichotens of Nyack and Kakiat, so renowned for 
kicking with the left foot ; but their skill availed them little 
at present, being short 'of wind, in consequence of the 
hearty dinner they had eat^ : and they would irretrievably 
have been put to rout, had they not been reinforced by a 
gallant corps of Voliiffeursy composed of the Hoppers, 
who advanced to their assistance nimbly on one foot. Nor 
must I omit to mention the incomparable achievements of 
Anthony Von Corlear, who for a good quarter of an hour, 
waged stubborn fight with a little pursy Swedish drummer, 
whose hide he drummed most magnificently; and had 
lie not come into the battle with no other weapon but his 
trumpet, would infallibly have put him to an untimely end. 

But now the combat thickened : on came the mighty 
Jacobns Varra Vanger, and the fighting men of the WalU 
about ; after them thundered the Van Pelts of Esopus, 
together with the Van Rippers and the Van Brunts, biear. 
ing down all before them ; then the Buy Dams and the 
Van Dams, pressing forward with many a blustering oath, 
at the head of the warriors of Hell-gate, clad in their 
thunder and lightning gabei-dines ; and lastly, the standard- 
bearers and body-guards of Peter Stuyvesant, bearing the 
great beaver of the M anhattoes. 

And now commence the horrid din, the desperate 
straggle, the maddening ferocity, the firantic desperation, 
the confusion, and self-abandonment of war. Dutchman 
and Swede commingled, tugged, panted, and blowed. The 
heavens were darkened with a tempest of missives. Bang ! 
went the guns— whack ! struck the broadswords— thump ! 
went the cudgels— K:rash ! went the musket-stocks— blows 
—kicks — cuffs — scratches — black eyes and bloody noses 
Nwelllng the horrors of the scene ! Thwick-thwack, cut 
and hack, helter-skelter, higgledy-pigcedly, hurley-burley, 
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head ov^ hsidHf rougb aoJ lumbk !-— Dunder and bUaoim! 
fwore tbe l>utcbmau— —splitter i^nd spluttter ! cried the 
$iredM.~-Stoiiii the works ! shouted Hai^lioppiK Peto'. 
Fure the iniuc ! riMurd out stout RMflgb. — ^Taotara-ca-n ! 
twaqg*d tb^ ti:urapet of Anthony Yitp (^^orlear-*- utttil ^ 
voice aiid sound became unintelligibk j f riiaU Qf fakt^ytik 
of f«r](» aud. abouts of triumpl^ cpniniffgle^ ii| OM 
bideoua clamour. The earth sh(M>k m if ati^il^k. witMli 
IMiraljftic stroke— U'^ea shrunk aghaatit ^*A wi|i)cr«4 atHMl 
«^;bti.-i^ks bui'i'owed in the gix>«0d Uke» rabl^t^ ap4 
•van Cbi'istiojHa'eek turned from ita^ooMrs^ a|i4 ca»,||ftil 
mountain in brealhlesa tenoc 

Ijtmg hun|( the coote^ djpobtful y ftir tjl^gb a i|fiaT§ 
shower of raUi» seut by the '* clou4 comp^lliqs Jw^ m 
^mc m^Qsure cooled their ardoiif, aa doM» 9» bucket, af 
water thrown, op a group of, fightivig o^^tiils,, yet difi the| 
but pause for ^ mumeu]^ to r^um with t^oiSdld fury tp,tjii 
charge^ belabonriiig each other with black and biao^ 
bruise^. Just at tbia junctune w^^ scea a xaal and dnm 
oolnmii. of amoke» skiwly rolling tuwaidfi tue acen» ^ 
^ttlfy which, foe a whili; mpde e«ep the fufioMs ^fiWibaJMi$ 
^ st4y tjbcir arm^ in n^ute astontybuiei^ ; bat thie wln^ ^ 
a moipent dii^pecsiqg the nmrky clpud^ ffwjn tha niidil 
^lerepj^ emeq;ed the flaunting iMfmBr pf tba iipmoafsl 
Micbael faw. Tbis nobie cbieft^ii^ cam? fearieaaly oi^ 
leading a solid; phalanx of oyater-fied Pavoniausi wbo hpd 
remnin^ behind, partly as a coriM de retenoBt and pafi^ 
to- (Ug^^ tbe. enormous dinner they bad eatipiv Thcw 
atiiurqy j^eoroeut nothing d«Mii&ted». did trudge aunfaJUy 
forwafd, smvkij)g theix pipea v;itb qutragefiua Tigoujrt V 
«« to raise Ibe awful cluufl tMt has beea meatiqiied y bat 
marching exceedingly slow» being abort of If^^^ and of 
great rotundity in the belt. 

Aud i|ow the frutectix^ deities of the ariny of| liew 
Amtftordfims bavingjuutliiukingjly left tbe ftcld» »pd 4»teppyri 
intpi ^ neighbouring tavdn to refresh: them^lTas wgitba 
pot of bee% a dii-efifl catastrophe bad well n^gb. cbm^ 
tQ be^l the Nederl^ndera. Scarcely, bad the viycmidpBi 
of the pqi^s^n): Paw atJtained the front of battle* befure 
the Swodos,, imU'ucted by the cunning Bisingha levelled i 
shower of bluiws full at their tobacco pipes. AAjtoundd 
at this unexj^cctcdi assault, and totally disi;oin4ited «t 
seeing their pipes bail^p, the valiant putchmfen fell i«lo 

^st confusion. Already they begin to fly like a frightened 
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drove of unwieldy elephants, tbey throw their own army 
in an uproar, bearinpf down a whole le^on of little Hop- 
pers ; the sacred banner, on which is emblazoned the 
gigantic oyster of Communipaw, is trampled in the dirt j 
the Swedes pluck up new spirits, and pressing on theif 
rear, apply their feet, d parte poste, with a vigour that pro- 
digiously accelerates their motions | nor doth the renowned 
Paw himself fail to receive divers grievous and dishonour- 
able visitations of shoe-leafher ! 

But what, oh Muse ! was the rage of the g allant Peter^ 
when iirbnr afar he saw his army yield ? Vnth a voice of 
thunder did he roar<after his recreant warriors, putting up 
siieh a war-whoop as did the stern Achilles, when the 
Trojan troops were on the point of burning all his galleys. 
The men of the Mauhattoes plucked up new courage when 
they heard their leader j or rather they dreaded his fierce 
displeasure, of which they stood in more awe than of all the 
Swedes in Christendom ; but the daring Peter not waiting 
for their aid, plunged sword in hand, into the thickest of 
the foe. Then did he display some such incredible 
achievements as have never been known since the miracu- 
lous days of the giants. Wherever he went the enemy 
shrunk before him ; with fierce impetuosity he pushed 
forward, driving the Swedes like dogs, into their own 
ditch ; but as he fearlessly advanced, the foe, like rushing 
waves which close upon the scudding bark, thronged upon 
bis rear, and hung upon his flank with fearful peril. One 
crafty Swede, advancing warily on one side, drove hii* 
dastard sword full at the heroes heart ; but the protecting 
power that watches over the safety of all great and good 
men, turned aside the hostile blade, and directed it to a 
side pocket, where reposed an enormous iron tobacco-box, 
endowed, like the shield of Achilles, with supernatural 
powers, DO doubt in consequence of its being piously 
decorated with a portrait of the blessed St. Nicholas. Thus 
was the dreadful blow repelled, but not without occasioning 
to the great Peter a fearful loss of wind. 

Like as a furious bear, when gored by worrying curs, 
turns fieroely round, gnashes his teeth, and springs upon 
the foe, so did our hero turn upon the treacherous Swede. 
The miserable varlet sought in flight for safety ; but the 
active Peter, seizing him by an immeasurable queue, that 
dangled from his head,-- <^Ab, whoreson caterpUlar !** 



imrad be» ^bare m mkai 9k^\\ iMtke doge's mcst of tbeer 
So MyiiVi bt wihirM hk InnBtar uKyrdt aoA made m Um» 
UmI.VouM have d«c«|iiUled him, ImmI be» Uke BcbrH^ 
half a hnwlr«d haad^ hoi that the pH^mn atieel ato^ 
■bail^ ftad dbaved a <|Q«tt0 fur ew fiNMi« his cnmu. it 
Uial v«ry wewanl^ a^aiMiiRf «piqiifeh(|«i0S parched oaAa 
^wuMPil •f • acagfbbpariiig mpimdy l^dtod. his dai% 
iBfUmiiiffa^^ «iid would hav« Mat the gdkualt Stoyiwi » 
wailinr g^hiwt to haunt tha Stygiaa 4iom^ hwl Ml Ite 
^PaAdVitl liii» « llir> » who had jivmi ^topped to. tie op her 
fpyrtow I^W< the f real porii of het tawNiuite chiaf, aii 
dcapoMi^ oM Uimm with hii beHo««» wh» ia. the wttf 
■kk of tinHH Joit af the dirdhil vnfech. deHscvdad to tlw 
papi.fttra iiiiiBh m hitkBfi hksl aahlew, all the priaNiig fnm 
t^ ^po^hrhohi' 

Thua he waged the bofnd Ughl, «ihea the •toot Riuagh^ 
■«n^ci|P9f the halite fiNmi the to^^of a little I9nrelill^ fcr« 
eei?«4 hi# M^\ Iwepe hen^vd,, heeMsa, and: kkked kf 
tlie ieriofybk^ Pelor. Ijaagiiegie camot deaBrHie the 
ehohv. «iilii which be wa% eeiaed eb th» ai^hC He oaly. 
•i^fiff^for 4 viCMnieiU IQ. diBhaedeQ blaiaelf of 6«e iboe- 
rtaA anftlhepitee ; end thee drawing bia iaMncasunUe 
4ikhi9e, Mn^idkd down %o the 40ld.of: eowbeft, vratb aone 
^««h th«nd«iMlg Htcidee ee Jnpit«r ie Mitd by Iteiod la 
hfiffe tekeoi. vhen he iifededewja the ipheream JiorL hia 
Iheodevholta «t the TiMwi. 

Mo aopner did theee two ri^ haroes come fiMc.to Ibaiv 
then they, e^t^ made e peodi^qe etarti auch; aa. ie nnde 
by yom; woati experiaaced, sla^e cheeipienf^ 'Stum, did 
Ihey rqprd each, other, km a anpment wHh, bittw aaptct, 
yke tifp Airioiie» i|imrcele:0» the very point of: a cfa^ipaiw 

ch^mg.. Thmi did they. thiv>iw.(fceiiMiehr«a ilk one atiiiiader 
^hm hi eaeAhefi. alrihiai^ Itocin aaMnde-oikdie pwiiad^ tkak 
ontheri^l(aid%.theiiea.theleft; etlaatft.aiifcthe3p.fiaa*, 
lihrfl^iehendlifd hn ii mp, oi» Hre ! Wo»«|si eaamA tell tb» 
i;ii^4lifiea oC steenfthandiTaUNir dif played 'oa lhiaillve6Bb 
enoounter-'an eacowiter^ oo«i|iMed': tOt which tkm far 
faaied be^t^ of Ajw wUh Hoetoiv of JSa&Uk witk Tvaas, 
Orlendo wiith: l)odpipewt» Qvtyk of Werwkk with GolbMo4 
the Jht¥f% or of that qeMMr«Qd MMah haight» SUb Owea 
of tba MpuDtAina w>tb the gienl Guylo^ we^a. all> gealla 
epoiita, afid hoMdey. rei;r«itiafia« At length the valiaatt 
F^ter*. .watching fam. oppgctiiaU^ aimed a fearful llhi«^ 
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wilh the foil HiieslkMir of dCBviiiff bi» adversary io the 
^ev3fi chioe; but Risia^h, aiiibly raising bis swordy warded! 
U ^ so «Mrr«wly tbjit, glancing oa one 8ide». it sfanurad 
^W99. a bug» canteen that he allraya <»nri£d mrmig on oao 
«ide; thenee panning, its tfenchant coune^ it severedi 
^i¥i a deep €oa|-|»ock«l, stored with bread and cheese ; 
s^t fphieh dainties,, rowing an»png the amiei^ oecaaionedi 
a fcnrfuA senwibUng: hetin»en the 'Sweden and Dntchateoy 
tl/mA «Huk the geneml: bntlte to nax ten. tinea nMiee furioas 
tlisneveri. 

JBnraged toi see his militery stonea liim». wofully hnih 
wuMtCi lim f*tout' Eising)^ coMeoting all bia fivnecs, aimed a* 
■n^g^y hlpir fuU at. the heroes crcsti la vain didiliin. fiero» 
HhI^ eoeked baA oppose its course^ the biting steel. clor« 
throtif^h the stubborn ram beaver, and! woiddi iafallibli^ 
1^19^^ ciaohed) fajn crovtt, b«| that the sknllwaaof sisch 
artaw^antine bardnesa that the brittlt; weapon shivorod iato< 
piecofiy shedding a thousand sparks^ like beaaw. o€ gkwy^ 
ronnd bis gnsly visage. 

Stunned with the blow, the vidiwt Feterreeled, tnineih 
up Ifis eyes, and beheld ^lily. thousandison^ bcsideajnoons 
naiistiay, dancing abopt the finmMnent: attengtiv missing* 
bia- ^Niting, bgr- reason, of hift vooden. leg^.downi he oame 
911 hip seat c/ boni>iii'» witK a. ci9sh. Ihafc oh >e h the snr* 
lywiidfng him and wonld in6dUbly have wracked his ana*, 
tonnien) ayetenn, hadk be nolt been received into a oashia» 
aofler thwi velvet, whpch Providence^ on Minerva, on St, 
l^icholas, or some kindly cqiv^ hid. benevolently prepaneA 
fi»r hia reception. 

The furious Risingh, in. despite of thatt oobfe naxioii^ 
cheriahed by all true knights, that ** fair play is a jewel,** 
haatened to take advantage of the hero*s fall ; but just as 
he waa stooping to give the fatal blow, the ever vigilant 
Peter bestowed him a sturdy thwack over the sconce, with 
bin wooden leg, that set some dozen chimes of bells ring- 
ing triple bobmajors in bis cerebellum. The bewilder^ 
Swede staggered with the blow, and in the meantime the 
wary Peter, espying a pocket pistol lying hard by (which 
had dropped from the wallet of his faithful squire and 
trumpeter. Van Gorlear, during his furious encounter 
with the drummer), dischnrged it full at the head of the 
reeling Risingh. Let nut my reader mistake— it was not 
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a murdrrous wcapOD loaded with powder and ball, but i 
little sturdy stone pottle, charged to the mnzzl« with s 
double dram of true Dutch courage, which the kaowhif 
Van Gorlear always carried about him by way of reple- 
nishing his valour. The htdebua missire suog throagh the 
air, and true to \U course, as was the mighty fragment oft 
rock discharged at Hector by bully Ajax, encountered the 
huge head of the gigantic Swede with matchless violeuce. 

This heaven-du«cted blow decided the eyentful battle. 
The ponderous pericranium of General Jan Risingfa sunk 
upon his breast; his knees tottered under him; a deafb-fike 
torpor seized upon his Titan frame, and he tumbled to the 
earth with such tremendous violence that old Pluto started 
with affright, lest he should have broken through tbe roof 
of his infernal palace. 

His fell was the signal of defeat and victory. The 
Swedes gave way— the Dutch pressed forward — the Ibrmer 
look to their heels— the latter hotly pursued. Some en- 
tered with them, pell mell, through the sallyport— others 
stormed the bastion, and Others scrambled over the curtain. 
Thus in a little while the impregnable fortress of Fort 
Christina, which, like another Troy, had stood a siege of 
full ten hours, was finally carried by assault, without tbe 
loss of a single man on either side. Victory in tbe likeness 
of a gigantic ox-fly, sat perched upon the cocked hat of 
tbe gallant Stuyvesant ; and it was universally declared, 
by all the writers whom he hired to write the history of 
his expedition, that on this memorable day he gained a 
sufficient quantity of glory to immortalize a dozen of the 
greatest heroes in Christendom ! 
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CHAP. YIII. 

in.'''whick ike Author and the Mgader, while repo&inp 
afUf tkeUaiiiei fall into a len^grane dieeours^-^aftef 
whiekig recorded, the conduet qf Peter Stwyveeamb (0er 

his^Tietory. 



Thanks to St. Nicfaobuii we liaiw safdjL Mabed: tlib 
ti'sm^ndoMft battfe.: ]«( hs nit dbwn^ my WQiTthgp^ leader, 
and ci>ol ovrselva^ fiw I- sn. io « prodigiout tmtai aiid 
aaitetioa. Xralgr tWs figblipg of tettlta ib hot «orl( ! and 
iC yo«r. g^eat oamnmndBrB did but know vdiai Iroubbi tbej 
p^We tiior.hiatdriaiis^ tlieji wmld D0ti haue tba cpneoienc* 
toi a<ihiev& ao naay. ^laiifible iiktorite. But. metbkdia I 
hpur my rmdtr. oompl^iii^ thai;! tiwottghoni tbis. boasted 
bfLttki &ere isi not tbe 1»6t sbugblet, noc a smglei indb. 
vidaail m^*— cw^l >£ ^^ «xq«pt tiift< anhafipy Svcde^ wba 
was abom of his qneiie by tfafi> fj^naocbaiil blade af Pdtcr 
StuyvMant;. aU vrhid^ hpobMiu'esi, iaa.9re«liaiutra9aoa 
l^robabilityt and Ugldy iajkintoua. to. tbe. Hiteomt o§ ftbc 
nacEMtioB* 

Tbia isi catabilyj an. obi^eation uf: no little nomtnl)v butt it 
acises ^tire1y> frooi tlieobeciirity that earelopea the lamote 
periodH oC time^ about whi(:b 1 haue uinlertalBani to vi»Ue« 
TI1U8, thuugbdoiibilfiBs^ from.tl)e inpovtanoe^of tba alMecl^ 
and the prolreps of the parties conceKned^ tbeiv mifiti have 
been tenriUe carnage aad paodigite o£ valour displfi^ed 
before the waUti o€ Cbrisliui^ y yet, noAwithBlaadwi^ thai 
1 have consulted every history, manuscript, and. lnaidHiou 
iouchaig tbia nemoaaU*^ thoiii^,,lonf^toiagottan battte, I 
cannot indlmentioaroaderof a lingle nmn hiUedar W9and«d 
in tlie whole affairi 

Tfaia ia, if ilboiat doubi^ oiling toitbe extwofie aood^sly 
of our forefathers, who, like their descendajilsy war^ newer 
prone tf^ vaunt o£ tbeia aflbievemenla ; but it is a iwhctne 
tbat places their hi^t«rioni in a. most embamnsing pradica^- 
meat-; for, basingi pnonised ray neaders a. hideous and 
unpaiaJlelad/ battle,, and baiung^ worked, th^m op into a 
waidike a^d* blood-thirsty state of mind, to p»t Ibem. oiff 
wiithoitt any havoc an4 slaugbter was as bittev a dlsap- 
paintflMBt aa,to, suaun^ns a mulUlude q£ gjamd people to 
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aUeod aa execution, aud then cruelly baulk Ibem by s 
reprieve. 

Had the inexorable fates only allowed me some half a 
tcoredead meiiy I bad been content; for f would bave made 
Ibem such heroes as abounded in the oklen time, but whose 
race is now nnfortunatdy extinct. Any one o^ whom, if 
we may bclieye those authentic writers, the poets, couM 
drive great armies like sheep before him, and conquer and 
desolate whole cities by his single arm. 
. But seeing that I had not a single life at my disposal, 
all that was lefk me was to make the most I could of my 
battle, by means of kicks and cuffs and bruises, and such 
like ignoble wounds. And here I cannot but compare my 
dilemma, in some sort, to that of the divide Milton, who, 
having arrayed with sublime preparation his immortal 
boets against each other, is sadly put to it, how to manage 
them, and how he shall make the end of his battle answer 
to the beginning; inasmnch as, being mere spirits, he can- 
■¥it deal a morl»l blow, nor even give a flesh wound to 
any of his combatants. For my part, the greatest diffi- 
cnlty J found was, when I had once put my warriors in a 
passion, and let them loose into the midst of the enemy, 
to keep tliem from doing mischief. Many a time had I 
to restrain the sturdy Peter, from cleaving a gigantic 
Swede to the very waistband, or spitting half a dozen 
little fellows on his sword, like so many sparrows. And 
when I had set some hundred of missives flying in the 
air, I did not dare to sufiei' one of them to reach the 
ground, lest it should have put an end to aome unlucky 
Dutchman. 

. The reader cannot conceive how mortifying it is to be a 
writer, thus in a manner to have his hands tied, and how 
many tempting opportunities I had to wink at, where 1 
might have made as fine a death blow as any recorded ip 
history or song. 

From my own experience, I begin to doubt most potently 
of the authenticity of many of Homer^s stories. I verily 
believe that when he had once launched one of his favourite 
heroes among a crowd of the enemy, he cut down many an 
honest fellow, withuut any authority for so doing, excepting 
. that he presented a fair mark-— and that often a poor devil 
was sent to grim Pluto*8 domains, merely because he had 
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at iMkHie that would giye a sounding turn to a period. But 
1 disclaim aU such unprincipled iibertica— let me but have 
truth and the law on my side^ and no man would iighi 
harder than myself: hut since tlie various records I con- 
sulted did not warrant K, I had too much conscience to kill 
a single soldier. By St. Nicholas, but it would have been 
a pretty piece of business.. My enemies, the critics, who 
1 foresee will be ready enough to lay any crime they can 
discover at my door, might have charged me with murder 
outright^ and 1 should have esteemeid mytielf lucky to 
have escaped with no harsher verdict than manslaughter. 

And now, gentle reader, that we are tranquilly sitting 
down here smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge in a 
melancholy reflection which at this moment passes across 
my mind. How vain, how fleeting, how uncertain, are all 
those gaudy bubbles after which we are panting and toiling 
in this world of fair delusions! The wealth which the 
miser has amassed with so many, weary days, so many 
sleepless nights, a spendthrift heir . may squander away 
in joyless prodigality. The noblest monuments which pride 
has evei*. reared to perpetuate a, name, the hand of time 
will shortly tumble into ruins; and even the brightest 
laurels, gained by feats of arms, may withei* and be for 
ever blighted by the chilling neglect of mankind. << How 
many illustrious heroes," says the good Boetius, ^ who 
were once the pride and glory of the age, hath the silence 
of historians buried in eternal oblivion !" And this it was 
that induced the Spaftails, when they went to battle, 
solemnly to sacrifice to the muses, supplicating that their 
achievements should |>e worthily recorded. Had not 
Homer tuned his lufty lyre, observes the elegant Cicero, 
the valour of Achilles had remained unsung. And such 
too, after all the toils and pei'ils he had Iwaved, after' all 
the gallant actions he had achieved, such too had nearly 
been the fate of the chivalric Peter Stuyvesant, but that I 
fortunately stepped in and engraved his nam^ on the in- 
delible tablet of history, just as the caitiff Time was silently 
brushing it away for ever. 

The ^ more 1 reflect the more I am astonished at the 
important character of the historian. He is the sovereign 
censor, to decide upon the renown or iniamy of his fellow- 
men. He is the )Kttrou of kings and conqnei^oi's, on whooi 
it depends whether they shall liye in after ages, cm* be 
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ft0^Um it #eK thetr aarMtors twftwe tfac«i. The tyni 
tMiy oppMN wUk Hit dbjtct 0f liis tynMmy csiisli; W 
tiieliiitiiiiftn poiuBiiiOi superior niglit, ftrlnii pammr&r 
IMds ew«D befttod Hie grmv«. The ■Nrfw «r deffertri 




'ttHd lOMf iuiy it t e a facMes uutouslNr bebd down #«i 
ftlwvt^ «M he wrilcvy wiflchiaif each mov^Mieiit itf bb 
M»y wtolhcr it ihril pm by thdr naaitee wMi nt^fleeU « 
iMerllM them im the drttthleM fag«i of vettoirii. S«* 
Ihe'drofof iadi Ihtt ha^ lratifaUii|r 4hi hb pe^ whichle 
ttiay «itiicr dMh ii|mi the floM^ <er WMte it idle 
— tlMil Ttj dnf^ which tollim it Ml worth the 4i 
f«H ef « fiirdiiiSf 9 vuj he df hMakiiMUe r^kte t« 
di|MHted wotlhyh--aHiyeleTite half aaoore^ hi one 
t» teiMHaity* whairMhl h«ve i^ivca ^verid% had Ihisf 
ponanad thaHi, ta iasiiR the flarfoaa meed. 

Lat «ot «y readm iBia|<faw, howeHT, that i ua^ li- 
ddUterte tahi-gloriaaB boaatiD|c% o^am aaxiova tohhaN 
«Mth the hapoftaoea of my triha. Oa dM emmnatf^ I 
ihriak «h«a 1 rciaat on the auM Tikpoatibllitp «« hh- 
taaiaaa awi waai l ahaddar io thhikwhai diveihl ooanaa- 
tioia anfl odaHltiafe ire occanoa ia <fce w o rM» ■ ! a#ear ti 
'lhaa» hoaatt aaader, aa I am a ««% 1 we«p ift. the voy 
Ideal WViy^ kt aie ask, are to naay flhwUkMia mm 
^aUylcariwr thatnaelves away Atom the euibnttm of thik 
lh«illiaa'..thi|jhtin; the tiailae of baattty...4li9^p^iiif Ihe 
<MawBwata of tortune^ and expaahi^ thMuiblf«a to Ik 
ariatrhaof W^r^Why are kfaigf dcMytathi|p ttaupMaa aai 
idepopuAatiaf wbote oaantrieaT^^la afaarty wHat aidaaii 
•an ^«at mtHkf of aH ma and oauatrieai to troMnit ao 
■aMiDy ¥fctoriaa«ad aa i i dcc d B^ and iddict«o ttaay iMhigiii 
wponinaafchid aad an iheMsehret, hat tfie laera hopathit 
UMaeliittorlin wtll Idadty take theai Mlo natiaa^ tualal- 
kUtJihem iMoa Garnet of hit vointiie. Fov, la stoat^ the 
i*MR)r«bJadl of all tiftfar toita» their hanhiiipa, and pK- 
ymUati Ml aothiog^ hwt %'aiNMrM fam ^ ' A ud "what h 
hliaNarttll Araae?— ^why» half a page of dhty papart^^-^ 
JUMt itel haw haittillati^g the Mea^^Jthat lie laaaaw 
of fo great a man as Peter Stayiraaant ahould dapeal 
«tMli tfia pta of ao fit^ a man aa iliaditeh Kniakcr- 



A«d tMyw^ IwH^g wdM bt A oiirMlrea after the flatigats 
•aipavilaaf the Mdy it bthaveg ni to return ohce tatK 
tbthaVQiaa of eaafliflt» and iaqaire what were Iha iwaulto 
of ihla renowned conqueit. The fortrees of Christina beiai 
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tHe fiUr metropolis, and in a manner the key to New 
Sweden, its capture was speedily followed by the entire 
tubjugatito of the province. This was not a tittle pro- 
moted by the gallant and con^eous deportment of the 
chivalric Pteter. Though a man terrible In battle, yet ia 
iJie hour of victory was he endued with a spirit generous, 
merriful, and hnmane.*^He vaunted not over his enemies, 
nor did he make defeat more galling by unmanly insults 5 
for like that mirror of knightly virtue, the renowned 
f^ladin Orlando, be was more anxious to do great actions 
than to talk of them after they were done. He put no man 
to deBittk ; ordered no houses to be burnt down ; permitted no 
ffttvages to be perpetrated on the property of the vanquished j 
and even gave one of his bi-avest officers a severe admo- 
ttUion with his walking staff, for having been detected ia 
the aiSt of sacking a hen-roost. . . ^. . \. 

He moreover issued a proclamation, mvitmg the inta v 

bitiints to submit to the authority of their high migfati- 

ncflses ; but declaring, with unexampled clemency, that 

^^oev^ refused should be lodged at the public otpcnsc, 

•n a iroodly castle provided for the purpose, and have an 

4trm^ retinue to wait on them in the bargain. In conse- 

Alienee of these beneficent terms, about thirty Swede* 

i tepped manfully forward and took the oath of allg^iance 5 

, reward for which they were graciously permitted to 

^ain on the banks of the Detoware, where their dewcnd- 

,ta reside at this very day. But I am toW by diveri 

Merraut travellers, that they have never been able to get 

/er the chap-fallen looks of their ancestors, aiwl do stiU 

\ . accountably transmit from felher to son manifest marks 

' . the sound drubbing given them by the sturdy Amster- 

* Th2*whole country of New-Sweden, having thus yielded 

,• the arms of the triumphant Peter, was reduced to a 

« :ony called South River, and placed^ndcr the superm- 

i ideace of a licutenant-govemor 5 subject to the control 

the tapreme government at New-Amsterdam. -Tma 

; H at dignitary wm called Mynheer William Bwkman, or 

; ' Vher Beek-mati, who derived his surname, as did Ovidiua 

\ i^» of y««» ^^ ^ *^*y dimenswiis of hisjiose, which 



pniu k ed froi tht cestreof his oottoteouice, like ibeM 
«f • parrot. He was Ihe gnat progenitor oif the tribe W 
the Veefcynaiiiy one of the most aodeiit and honoon^ 
JMiHiPw of Ihe proviQce, the memhere of which do gnte. 
fiilly conmiefliomtie the ori^n of their dijruity, not as jw 
IMUe frinilies in Ei^lsnd \rou1d do, by iuiriii]S a glowvf 
pfioboecis emMwoneil in their escutcheooy bat by one vd 
pU vctfing m right goodly nose, stock in th^ rery middk 
of their Ihces. 

Thos vss this perilous erUerpiise gloriously t^muQalnl, 
with the ioss of only two men : Wotfert Van Horw, s 
tall spare n^m, who was fcimcM OTerboard by the boon 
of a slqop to a flaw of wind ; mid fat Brom Van BriMNaci, 
who was auddealy auried off by an indiges(i<Ni : botis 
however, were iramortalif^d, as having bravely Csil^ is 
the service of their covntry. TrMe i( is, Peter Stoyvcuif 
had one of his limW terribly fi-ac^ure^ being shaMei«ile 
pieces in the ad of storioiog the fortress ; but as it vas 
fortuoatcly his wooden leg, the wound was promptly an) 
effectnally hoa^ 

And now iiQthuig reni«inai to this hianch of my histoiy, 
hat to mentioa that this immaculate heit>, and hia victont 
oas army, retaraed joyoimly to the Maoh^ttoes, inaichui| 
^nder the shade of their laorelf, aff did the foUowerffc} 
^odng MalcoVn, ander ^le moving forest of Dunsiaaa^ 
llins did they make a solemn and triumphant entry uitf 
New Amstenlam, hearing with them tb^ conquei^ R^ 
•i^gh, and the remnant of his battel^ crew, w^o b) 
refased allegianoe. Eor it appears tl^t the gigantic Swei|t 
iiad only fidlen iato a swoon, at the cipd of the battle, fnm 
'Mhence kw was speedUy reaWM by a wholeaome tweak of 
the nose, 

These captive heroes were Ipdged, i^ccording to Oe 
promise of the governor^ at, the public expense, in a % 
add fpacioas castle; hcifg the prison of atate, oi whi^ 
Stoffel Briakerhoir, t^e immort^ couqueinor of Oy^ 
Baf, was appeinied goverpor; and which haa ever siiy^ 
remained m the possessittu of hi^ dcsoendftots.* 

« This castte, dioujgh very touch attered and modcmtsedh *n lUl 
in beibg^ and staadr oT the liorder of F«arUU«ct, (acbig O»tolif* 
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It ^as a plelsaot ftiicl g^oodly nl^it to witiicAsft ilie jf&f 6t 
th^ people of New AitiEsterdaniy at beiioMing their iritr^ 
riors once more refarnied from this war In the wilderAess. 
The old women thronged roadd Anthony Vaik Corlear, 
who ji^Te the whole history of the camgaip^n with match- 
iess accuracy ; saving that he took the credit of fighting 
the whole battle himself, and especially of vanquishing the 
fitout Risiagh, which he considered himself as clearly 
entitled to, seeing that it was effected by his own stone 
pottle. 

The schoolmasters throuj^fhout the town gave holiday 
to thei< little urchins, who followed in droves after th^ 
drums, with paper caps on their heads, and sticks in their 
breeches, thus taking the first lesson in the art of war. 
As to the sturdy rabble, they thronged at the heels of 
Peter Stuyvesant wherever he went, waving their greasy 
hats in the au*, and shouting <' Hard-koppig Piet for 
ever V 

It was, indeed, a day of roanoig rout and jubilee. A 
huge dinner was prepared at the Stadthouse in honour of 
the conquerors, where were assembled in one glorioas con. 
steUation, the great and the little luminaries of%New-Am- 
aterdam. Th^ were the lordly schout and his obsequi* 
ons deputy— -the burgomasters with their officious schepens 
at their e1bows-.»the subaltern officers at the elbows of the 
nciiepens j and so on, to the lowest grade of illustrious 
hangers-on of police ; every tag having his rag at his side, 
to finish his pipe, drink off his heel-taps, and laugh at his 
flights of immortal dullness. In shoi-t, for a city feast is a 
city feast all the world over, and has been a city feast ever 
since the creation ; the dinner went off much the' same as 
do our great corporation junketings, and fourth of July 
banquets. Loads of fish, flesh, and fowl, were devoured, 
oceans of liquor drunk, thousands of pipes smoked, and 
many a dull joke honoured vith much obstreperous fat- 
aided laughter. 

1 must not omit (o mention, that to this- far famed 
victory Peter Stuyvesant was indebted for another of his 
many titles j for so hugely delighted were the honest 
burghers with his achierements, that they unanimously 

z2 
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IwMwral him with the name of FCaffr de Gnodi^ tinl • 
to My> Peter the Great, or, aa it waa translated by the 
people of New Amaterdam, Piei 4t Pig^-^ua appellalioa 
he maintainfd even uoto the day of hia death. 
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^TJOOK SEVENTH. 

GONtAlNINO THE TBIRb PART OF THE RRION OF 
FRTER THE HEADSTRONG — HIS TROURLE8 WITH THE 
BRITISH VATION ; AND THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 

THE BUTCH DYNASTY. 



CHAP. I. 

Btow Peier Siuyvesani relieved the Sovereign People 
from the burthen of takinz eare of the Nation'^ with 
emndry particulars qfhU conduct in time of Peace, 

TBB history of the reig^n of Feter Stuyyesaot furnishes a 
melancholy picture of the incessant cares and vexations in- 
separable fi'om government ; and may serve as a solemn 
warning to all who ai^ ambitious of attaining the seat of 
power. Though crowned with victory, eniiched by con- 
qnesty and returning in triumph' to his metropolis his exf 
ultation was cbeckra by beholding the sad abuses that had 
taken place during the short interval of his absence. 

The populace, unfortunately for their own comfort, had 
taken a deep (bought of the intoxicating cup of power,, 
during the rdg^ of William the Testy ; and though, upon 
the accession of Peter Stuyvesant, they felt, with a certain 
instinetive perception, which mobs as well as cattle pos- 
sess, that the reins of government had passed into stronger , 
bautds 9 yet could they not help fretting, and chafing^ and , 
duimptng upon the bit, in restive silence. 

It seems by some strange and inscrutable fatality, to be . 
the destiny of most countries (and more especially of yonr 
eidigbteued republics), always^to be governed by the most 
incompetent man in the nation 3 so that you wi|l scarcely 
find au individual throughout the whole community, but 
who will detect to yoii idn'umerable errors in administra- 
tkni| and convince you in the end, that had be been at the 
heaa of ^flfairs, matters would have gone on a tliousand 
^times more prosperously. Strang<i ! that goveminent» 
wliich seean to be so genendty undorsfood, should inva- 
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wiMj be M cmmeoualy admwMtered-^ilrmiif e, that tk 
talent of leg Uletioo, to prodigally bertowed, sbcMiU be 
denied to tlM only man in tbe nation to whoee station it a 
tequbite ! 

Thni it was in tbe prcMnt iDstance^ not a man of all tiK 
herd of pfleodo-politiciaos in New-Amsterdam, but was as 
oracle on topics of state, and could bave dii*ected public 
affaira incomparably better than Peter Stuyvesat&t. Bat 
80 aerere was the old governor in his disposition, that be 
would never snffer one of tbe multitude of able oounscUeis 
by whom he was surrounded, to intrude his advice^ aad 
save tbe country from destruction. 

Scarcely, therefore, bad he departed on his expeditioB 
af^ainst the Swedes, than the old faction of William Kieft^s 
reign began to thrust their heads above water, and ts 
gatber together in political meetings, to discuss, " tbe 
state of the nation.** At these assemblages the busy burgo- 
masters and their officious schepens maule a very consider- 
able figure. These worthy dignitaries were no longer the 
fat, well fed, tranquil magistrates, that presided in the 
peaceful days of Wouter Van Twiller. On the contrary^ 
being elected by tbe people, they formed in a manner a 
sturdy bulwark between tbe mob and the adminiatratioo. 
They were great candidates for popularity, and strenooas 
advocates for tbe rights of the rabble ; resembling in disia> 
terested zeal the wide-mouthed tribunes of ancient Rook^ 
or those virtuous patriots of modem days, emphatically 
denominated ^ the friends of tbe people.*** 

Under the tuition of these profound politicians, it is 
astonishing bow suddenly enligbteoed tbe swinish multi« 
tnde becanie, in matters above their comprdiensiooSk 
Cobblers, tinkers, and tailors, all at once felt themselves 
inspired, like those religious idiots in the glorious tinotes of 
monkish iltuminatioo j and, without any previous study or 
experience, 'became instantly capable of directing all tbs 
movements of government. Nor must I neglect to mea- 
tion a numb^ of superannuated, wrong-headed oU 
burghers, who had come over when boys, in tbe crew of lbs 
OoSd/B VrvuWf and were held up as infallible oracles by 
the enlightened mob. To suppose that a maa who had 
helped to discover a country did not know bow it ought to 
be governed, was preposterous in the extreme. It would 
have been deemed as much a heresy as, at the preaeat 
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day^ to qaeatkm the poKlical talent and universal infal- 
libitity of our old « heroes of *70^*i^-«nd to donbt that 
he who bad fought for a government, however stupid he 
might naturally be, was not competent to fill any station 
under it. 

But as Peter Stuyvesant had a singular inclination to 
govern his province without the assistauce of his subjects, 
be felt highly incensed on his return to find the factions 
Uppearaace they had assumed during^ his absence. His 
first measure, therefore, was to restore perfect order, by 
prostrating the dignity of the sovereign people. 

He accordingly watched his opportunity, and one even* 
big, when the enlightened mub was gathered together, 
listening to a patriotic speech from an inspired cobbler, the 
intrepid Peter, like his great namesake of all the Russias, 
all at once appeared among them, with a countenance suf- 
ficient to petrify a mill-stone. The whole meeting was 
thrown into consternation— the orator seemed to hare 
rteeived a paralytic stroke in the very middle of a sublime 
sentence, and stood aghast with open mouth and trembling 
kiiees, whilst the words horror ! tyranny ! liberty ! rights ! 

• taxes ! death ! destruction ! and a deluge of other patrio- 
tic phrases, came roaring from his throat, before he bad 

, power to close his lips. The shrewd Peter took no notice 
of the skulking throng around him, but advancing to the 
brawling bully ruffian, and drawing out a huge silver watch, 
which might have served in times of yore as a town- clock, 
aud which is still retained by his descendants as a family 
«mriosity, requested the orator to mend it, and set it going. 
The orator humbly confessed it was utterly out of his 
power, as he was unacquainted with the nature of its con- 
■truction. '^ Nay, but,** said Peter, *< try your ingenuity, 
man : you see all the springs and wheels, and how easify^ 
the clumsiest hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces ; and 
why should it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop 
it ?** The orator declared that his trade was wholly dif- 
ferent, be was a poor cobbler, and had never meddled 
with a watch in his life. That there were men skilled in 
the art, whose business it was to attend to those matters ; 
but for his part, he should only mar the workmanship, and 
pot the whole in confusion— *< Why, harkee, master of 
miue,** cried Peter, turning suddenly upon him, with a 
countenance that almost-petrified the patcher of shoes into 



tM nufiomY or 

R perfect UpOooe— ^ doil Umni pnimi to oMddle wiik 
the moTemcoU of fDvenunent-^o rei^bUe and correct^ 
and patch* and cowle^a conplicated maRhinp., the priacw 
pics of which Bit above thy coaipraheiwiony and iU> sua- 
pleat operatioos too subtie for thy nndersteading^, wfaca 
thou canst not correct a triiUng error in a common piece of 
mechanism, the whole myitery of which is open to thy in- 
spection ?— Hence with thee to the leather and s u n ci 
which are emblems of thy head ; cobUe thy aboca, aid 
confine thyself to the vocation for which heaven baa fitletf 
thee— But/' elevating his voice ontil it made the weHda 
rinf y ^ if ever I catch thee^ or any of thy tribe, mcddfing 
again with the affairs of government— by St. Nicbolah 
but ril have every mothcr^s bastard of ye flcaM alive^ and 
your hides stretched for drum heads, tbst ye Hiay thenoe* 
forth make a noise to some purpose **^ 

This threat, and the tremcndoos voice in which it was 
ottored, causod the whole multitude .to quake with ftar<^ 
llie hair of the orator roae on his hod like his own 8wine*f 
bristles, and not a knight of the thimble present but hit 
heart died within him, and he felt aa'thoogh be could faavu 
verily escaped through the eye of a noodle. 

But though this measure produced the denrad effect ia 
reducing the cooHnunity to order, yet it tended to vjwn 
the popularity of the great Peter among the eaitif klenel 
vulgar. Many accused him of entertaining Ughly aristo- 
cratic sentiments, and of leaning too much in tavoor ef 
the patricians. Indeed there appeared to be some gfoun d s 
for such an accusation, as he always cartied himself with 
a very lofty soldier-like port, and was somewhat particular 
in his dress ; dreming himself, when not in unifonn^ ia 
aimple but rich apparel $ and was especiaUy noted for 
havug his sound leg (which was a very comely one) 
always arrayed in a red stocking and hi^heeMI shoe. 
Though a man of great simplicity of manners, yet tboe 
was something about him that lepdkd rude tamiliarity, 
while it encouiaged frank, and even social intercourse. 

He likewise observed some appearance of oouH cere- 
mony rSad etiquette. He received the commoo efam 
of visitors on the Hoop* before his daor, aecording l» 
the custom of our Dutch ancestors. But when vkilois 

* Anoperly spelled ^oeb: the porch oomnsnly built in froat d 
Dutch bMwet, «ritb beachee oa each side. 
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were formally received in his parlour, it was expected 
they would appear in clean linen ; by no mining to be 
bare-footed, and always to take their hats off. On public 
occasions he appeared with great pomp of equipage (for, 
in trutby his station required a little show and dignity), and 
always rode to church in a yellow waggon with flaming red 
wheels. 

These symptoms of state and ceremony occasioned con- 
siderable discontent antong the vulgar. They liad been 
accustomed to find easy access to their former governors, 
and in particular had lived on terms of extreme familiarity 
with William the Testy. They therefore were very inipa. 
tient of these dignified precautions, which discouraged 
intrusion. But Peter Sluyvesant had his own way of 
thinking in these matters, and was a sta^nch upholder of 
the dignity of office. 

He always maintained that government to be the least 
popular, which is most open to |K)pular access and con- 
trol j and that the very brawlers against court ceremony, 
and the reserve of men in power, would sbon despise 
rulers among whom they found even themselves to be of 
consequence. Such, at least, hiM been the case with the 
adminlstratk>n of William the Testy; who, bent on making 
faioiself popular, had listened to every matins advice, suf- 
fering every body to have admittance to hb person at all 
hours ; and, in a word, treated every one as his thorough 
equal. By this n^eans every scrub politician and pub- 
lic busy*body was enabled to measure wits with him, and 
to ^nd out the true dimensions, not only of his person, 
^t bis mind.— And what great man can stand such 
scrutiny ? 

It is the mystery that envelops great men, that gives 
theia half their greatness. We are already incliii^ to 
think highly of those who hold themselves aluof from our 
examination. There b likewise a kind of superstitious 
reverence for office, which leads us to exaggerate the 
merits and abilities of men in power, and to suppose that 
tlicy must be constituted different irom other men. And, 
indeed, taith is as necessary in politics as in religion. It 
certainly is of the first importance, that a country should 
he governed by wise men ; but (hen it is almost equally 
important, that the people should believe them to be wisej 
for thb belief alone ean produce willing subordinatiou. 
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To keep up, therefore, this' desirable confidence Hi 
rwlen, the peuple shottld be allowed to see as liftle of 
them as possible. He who %&ittB access to cabie^s sooa 
finds out by what foolishness the world is goyemed. He 
discovers that there is quackery in lepslation, as well st 
in erery thing else ; that many a measure^ wfaieh is sap> 
posed by the million to be the result of great wisdom and 
deep deliheratkm, is the effect of mere chance, or peiliapfi 
e( hair-brained experimetit.^— That rulers have their whims 
and error* as well as other men, and after all are not so 
wonderfully superior to their feltow-creatures as he i^ Srst 
imagined ; since be finds that even his own opinions have 
had some weight with them, llius awe subsides into coi|- 
fidence, confidence inipires familiarity, and HBMnttianty 
produces contempt. Peter Stuyvesant, on the contrary, 
by conductug himself with dignity and loftiuessy wss 
looked up to with great reverence. Ab be tievcr gave his 
reasons for any thing he did, the public always gave Uii 
credit ibr very profound ones. £very movement, liowever 
intrinsically unimportant, was a matter of specnlsiiOB ; maA 
his very red stockings excited some reiipect^ an being dif* 
ferent from the stockings of other nftn. 

To thoe times may we refer the rise of family pride aad 
aristocmticnl distinctions ;* and indeed I cannot but Unit 
back wifh reverence to the early planting of those nughty 
Dutch families, which have taken snch vigorous root, and 
branched out so luxuriantly in oor state. The blood wIM 
has flowed down uncontaminated through a succession sf 
steady, virtuous generations, since the times of the patri- 
archs of Commuuipaw, must certainly be pure and wortbr. 
And if so, then are the Van ReuseSlears, the Van Zandfv, 
the Van Homes, the RotgersJ the Bensons, the Brinker- 
boffs, the Schermerborns, and all tbff true descendants of 
the ancient Pavouians, tb« only legitimate nobiUty and retl 
lords of the soil. 

I have been led to mention thus parlicnlarly the wcsH- 
authenticated claims of our genuine Dutch fiimilies, be- 
cause I have noticed with great sorrow and vexation, that 

* Id K woilc pnblished many years after the time here tteated of 
J[iQ 1701, by C. W. A. M.) it is meotioned that Frederick FUilipscwas 
coottted the richest Mynheer in New-York, and wa^-said to bate 
whole hogsheads of Indian money or wampum i and bad a son and 
uanghtar, who, according to |hs Dotch cbstom, sbOutd divide it 
cqoaOy. 
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they liave heen somewhat elbowed aside in latter dayf>, by 
fot'eign intruders. It is really astonishing to behoUi how 
many gretit families have sprung up of late yeai-s, who 
firide themselves excessively on the score of ancestry* 
Thos^ he who can look up to his father without humiUao 
tion assumes not a little importauee— he who can safely 
talk of his grandfather is slill more vain.glorious— but he 
who can look to his great grandfather without hlushiog is 
absolutely Intolerable in his pretensions to family.— Bless 
«8 ! what a piece of work is here, between these musfarooma 
of an hour and tbe^e mushrooms of a day ! 

But from what I have recounted in the fornaer part of 
this chapter, I would not have my reqders'imagiue that the 
great Peter was a tyrannical governor^ ruling bis subjects 
with a rod of iron— on the contrary, where the dignity 
of authority was not implicated, be abounded with gene* 
rosity and comteous condescension. In fact he really 
believed, though I fear my more enlightened republican 
readers will consider it a proof of bis ignorance and illi. 
berality, that in prevoiting the cnp of social life from 
being dashed with the intoxicating ingredient of politics, 
be promoted the tranquillity and happiness of the peopla 
— *4ind by detaching their minds from subjects which they 
<»uld not understand, and which only tended to inflame 
their passions, be enabled them to attend more faithfully 
and industriously to tbeir proper callings ; becoming more 
useful citizens, and more attentive to tbeir fomilies apd 
fortanes. 

So far from having any unreasonable austerity, h^ 
delighted to see the poor and the labouring nian i^ejoice, 
and ^r this piirpose was a great promoter of holidays and 
pabiie amnsements. Under bis reign was first introduced 
the custom of cra,cking eggs at Paas or )Saster. New* 
year's Day was also observed with extravagant festivity^* 
and oskef«d in by tbe ringing of bells and firing of guns/ 
Bvery bouse was a temple of tbe jolly god." Oceans of 
cberry brandy, true Hollands, and mulled cider, were set 
afloat on the occasion ^ and not a poor roan in town bu^ 
mad'e it a point to get drunl^ o«t«of a principle of pure 
ecooomy — taking in liquor enough to serre him for half a 
yeac afterwards. 

tt would have done oiie^s hfwt gopd also to l^ve feep 
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the valiant Peter, sented among the old burgiliers and flieif 
wiTCS of a Saturday aftemuoo, under the g:reat trees tfatt 
■pread their shade orer the lottery, watching' the yovi^ 
men and women as they danced on the green. Here he 
would amoke his pipe, crack his joke, and forget the mg- 

£ed toils of war in the sweet oblirious festivities of peace* 
e would occasionally give a nod of approbation to those 
of the young men who sbutBed and kicked most vigorously, 
and now and then give a hearty smack, in all honesty of 
BonI, to the huxum lass that held out longest, and tired 
down all her competitors, wbich he considered as inftlliMe 
proofs of her being the best dancer. Oiice it is tme the 
harmony of the meeting was rather interrupted. A young 
vrottw, of great figure in the gay world, and who^ having 
lately come from Holland, of course led the fashions in 
the city, made her appearance in not more than half a 
doaen petticoats, and those too of most alarming^ short- 
ncss.— A universal whisper ran through the nsscmbly ; 
the old ladies all felt shocked in the extreme, the jrovng 
ladies blushed and felt excessively for the " poor thing,** 
and even the governor himself was observed to be a little 
troubled in mind. To complete the astonishment of the 
good folks, she undertook, in the course of a jig, to 
describe some astonishing figures' in algebra, which alie hsd 
learned from a dancing master in Rotterdam. — ^Whether 
she was too animated in flonrishiug her feet, or whether 
some vagabond Zephyr took the liberty of obtruding his 
services, certain it is, that in the course^of a grand evols* 
tiou which would not have disgraced a modem ball room, 
she made a most unexpected display-^-whereat th« whole 
assembly was thrown into great admiration, several grare 
country members were not a little moved, and the good 
Feter himself, who was a man of unparalleled modesty, 
felt himself grievously scandalized. 

The shortness of the female dresses, which had Qonti' 
nned in fiishion ever since the days of William Kieft,^ bad 
long offended his eye 9 and though extremely averse to 
aseddliug with the petticoats of the ladies, yet he imme- 
diately reoonwiended that every one should be furnished 
with a fiqunce to the bottom. He likewise ordered thst 
the ladies, and indeed the gentlemen, should nse no other 
■tep in dancing than shnfiU and turn, and double trouble j 
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mndforlmile^ under paiD of his hig^h difpleasure, apy ydung 
lady thenceforth to attempt what was termed, ** exbibiti*^ 
the graces/^ 

T^eie were the only restrictions )ie ever imposed upon 
the sexy and these were considered by them as tyrannical 
oppressions, and resisted with that becoming^ spirit always 
manifested by the gentle sex whenever their privileges are 
invaded. — In fact, Peter Stayvesant plainly perceived, 
that if he attempted to push the matter any fuiiher, thel-e 
was danger of their leaving off petticoats altogether ; so, 
like a wise man experienced in the ways of women, he 
held his peace^ and suffered them ever after to wear their 
petticoats and cut their capers as high as they pleased. 



OHAP. II. 

JOfaw Peier Siuyvetant was in«c% molested by the Moss- 
Troopers of ifte Easty and the Oiants of Merry-land / 
and how a* dark and horrid Conspiracy was carried on 
<» ike Britisk Cabinet against the prosperity of the 

Manhaitoes, 

. We are now approaching towards the crisis of our worky 
and if 1 be not mistaken in my forebodings we shall have 
a world of business to despatch in the ensuing chapters. 

It is with some communities as it is with certain med* 
dlesome individuals, they have a wonderful facility at 
getting into scrapes ; and I have always remarked, tliat 
thos^ are most liable to get in, who have the least talent 
at getting out again. This is, doubtless, owing to the 
excessive valour of those states ; for I have likewise uo- 
ticed that this rampant and ungovernable quality is always 
most unruly where most confined, which acctfunta for its 
vapouring so amazingly in little states, little men, and 
ugly little women more especially. 

Thus, when one reflects that the province of the Map- 
hattoes, though of prodigious importance in the eyes of its 
inhabitants and its historian, was really of no very great 
consequence in the eyes of the rest of the world ; that it 
had but little wealth or other spoils to reward the trouble 
of assailing it, and that it had nothing to expect from run- 

A A 
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uiof( wai^tonly into iv«r, tare ao exee^af ijuad be«Ua|p{ 
on pondering Ibese things, I ny, one irould tkttft^ 
despair of finding in its history either battle or Uoodshfld, 
or any other of those calamitieB which give importance ts 
a nation, and cotertainment to the reader. But* oa tht 
€onlrai*y, we find, so valiant ia this proTinoe, tlvU it km 
already drawn epon itself a host of enemies j liaa had ai 
pwny buffetings as would gratify the amhition of tiM HMMt 
warlike nation y and is, in sober sadness, a very forloo^ 
distressed, and woe-begoae little province ;-— all which wa% 
no doabt, kindly ordered by Providence, to give intesoi 
and sublimity to this pathetic history. 

But I forbear to enter into a detail of the pitifii] na^ 
raudings and harsssments that for a long while' after the 
victory on the Delaware^ contiiuied to insult the dignity, 
and dteturb the repose of the Nederlanders. Suffice it 
in brevity to say, that the implacable hostility of tba 
people of the east, which had so miraculously been nre* 
vented from breaking oat, as my readers must lememkf^ 
by the suddeu prevalence of witchcraft, and the disseiip 
siona in the cuuucil of Ampbyctioas, now again dia|4ayc|ll 
itself iu a tliousaud grievous and bitter scovrings upon thi 
borders. 

Scarcely a month passed but what the Dutch settlO' 
meuts on the (rontiers were alarmed by the sadden appear- 
ance of an invading army from Connecticut. This would 
advance resolntely through the country, like a pnisHol 
caravan of the deserts, the women and children monated 
in carts loaded with pots and kettles, as tboagli thqf 
meant to boit the honest Dutchmen alivc^ and devoai 
them like so many lobsters. At the tail of these carts 
would stalk a crew of long-limbed, lank-aided wletaywitli 
axes on their shoulders, and packs on their badre, nss- 
lately bent upon impnwHig the country in despite of Hi 
proprietors. These, settling themselves down, woaM ini 
short time completely dislodge the unfortunate Kedeiiui' 
ders, elbowing them out>of those rich bottoms and fertllt 
▼alleys in which our Dutch yeomanry are so ftunous ftr 
nestling themselves; for it is notorious, that w fcerc faf 
tliese shrewd men of the east get a footing, the honof 
Dutchmen do gradually disappear, retiring aknrly, likedit 
ladmns before the IVhites, being totally disoomfttcd by the 
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USkitngf fldrnffcring, swapping^, bargaining^ disposition of 
tlieir new neighbours. 

AH these andacions infringements on the teiTitories of 
thdr high mightinesses were accompanied, as has hefcire 
been hint^, by a world of rascally brawls, rili-roastin^s, 
4nd handlings, which would doubtless" have incensed the 
iraliant P«ter to wreak immediate chastisement, had he 
i»t at tlic very same time been perplexed by distressing 
accounts from Mynheer Beckman, who commanded the 
ttirritoriea at Sonth river. 

The rMtlen Swedes, who had so graciously been saf. 
fcnd to reawin about the Delaware, already began to 
show signs of mutiny and disaffection. But what was 
Worse, a peremptory claim was laid to the whole territory, 
•s the rightful property of Lord Baltimore, by Fendal, a 
chi€ftaiii who lired orer the colony of Maryland, or Men- 
ry-landy as it was anciently called, because the inhabitants, 
■ot haying the fear of the Lord before their eyes, werci 
Dotorioosly pro&e to get fuddted and make merry with 
mint-Jalep and apple-toddy. Nay, so hostile was thi# 
bully Fendal, that he threatened, unless bit claim were 
ittstantly complied with, to march incontinently at the 
head of a potent force of the roaring boys of Merry-land, 
, together with a great and mighty train of giants, who in- 
Med the banks of the Susquehannah ;^ and to lay waste 
and detoopalate the whole country of Sk>uth rivei*. 

By this it is maniftst, that this boasted colony, like all 
great acquisitions of territory, soon became a greater eVil 
to the conqueror than the loss of it was to the conquered, 
and caused greater uneasiness and trouble than all the 
territory of the New Netherlands besides. Thjis Provi. 

* We find Tcry carious and wonderful accounts of ttiese strange 
SMdh (Who weM ddubtlSM the aacestors of the present M;try. 
taaoen) made by Master.tfariot, in his intefeatinr history. ** The 
Sofqu^nhsnoclM,'* obserres be, " are a ^iantly peoue, straago in pro- 
portiop, bebavlonr, and attire ; their voices sounding from thetn as if 
•at of a cave. Tbeir tobacco-pipes were three quarters of a yard 
kiagwaanrod «i the gnat ead witn a bird, braie, or other device snf. 
jtciailt to beat out the Inaines of a horse (and bow maay anes' braines 
are beaten out, or rather men's braines tmoked out. and asses* hnina 
lliledl la, by our lesser pipes at home.) The catfe of one of iheir 
IsBEis was aieasared three quarters of a yard about, the rest of his 
ttiafas piopartioaabl^.*' 

Mtuter Hariofs Joum, Purek. FiL 
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dAioe witety ordcn that (me eviX cliall Iwl^iioe aaolks; 
The conqueror who wrests the property of his neigfc b s— j 
who wroDgs » nation and dcsohtcM a covntryy tlMMBgh he 
may acquire increase of empire, and immortal fiune^ yc| 
insures his own inevitable punishment. He takes to hi»> 
self a cause of endless anxiety^^he incorporates with hii 
late sound domain a loose part— a rotten, disaffected 
member; which is an exhanstless source of internal trea- 
son and disunion, and external altercation and hoatility^* 
Happy is that nation, whidi, compact, united, loyal in afl 
its parts, and concentrated in its stren|rtb, aedcs no idk 
acquisition of unprofitable and unj^ovemabW terntory:*^ 
which, content to be prosperous and happy, has no aafai. 
tion to be great. It is like a man well organized in aM 
bis system, sound in health, and full of Tigour ; nainmm> 
bered by useless trappings, and fixed in an unshaken att^ 
tude. But the natk>n, insatiable of teiritory, whose 
domains are scattered, feebly united, and weakly organiaeii 
is like a senseless miser sprawling among golden stores, 
open to every attack, and unable to defend llie riches hs 
vainly endearoors to overshadow. 

At the time of receiving the alarming dispatchea §nm 
South river, the great Peter was buBily employed in queu- 
ing certain Indian troubles that had broken out 
Enopus, snd was moreover meditating how to relieve 
eastern borders on the Connecticut. He, however, 
word to Mynheer Beckman to be of good heart, to «i««t«i« 
incessant vigilance, and to let him know, if mattecs woe 
a more threatening appearance j in which case he wooM 
incontinently repair with his warriors of the Hudaoa to 
spoil the merriment of the^e Merry-laodera ; fo» he 
coveted exceedingly to have a bout, hand to hand, with sane 
half a score of these giants-— having never eoooontered a 
giant in his whole life, unless we may so call theatoat 
Risingh ; and he was but a little one. 

Nothing further, however, occurred to molest the liaa. 
quUlity of Mynheer Beckman and his colony. FWdsl 
and his myrmidons ramained at home, carousing Uaoundlf 
upon boe-cakeM, ' bactm, and mint-julep, and rvnmaf 
horses, and fighting cocks, for which tbc^ wtare greatly 
reuown«^. At hearing of this, Peter Stnyvesant waa ve^ 
well pleased ; for, notwithstanding his iacKnatioB Is 
roqasure weapons with these monstroua men of the Sas* 
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^■filMiiimhf yet he haul alfcady as much ^pla]Uneot neavcr 
koBie«9 he could turn bU hands to. Little did he thiiik^ 
worthy louly that this southern calm was but the deceitful 
prelude to a most terrible and fatal storm then brewing, 
wluch was soon to burst forth and overwhelm tbe unsus- 
p«cliiig city of New Amsterdam ! 

Nov SQ it wasy that while this excellent governor was 

E'wing his -little senate laws^ and not only giving them» 
it eoforcing them too--^h}le he was incessantly travel- 
liai^ the rounds of his beloved province — posting from 
place to place to redress isrievances, and while busy at one 
oif his dominions, all the rest getting into an 
vr ;«-i«t this very time, I say, a dark, and du*eful plot, 
batduBg against him, in that nursery of monstrous 
pn%iects» the British cabinet The news of his achieve- 
VMSte on the Delaware^ according to a sage old historian 
ol* New-Amsterdamy had occasioned not a little talk and 
nanrd in the courts of Europe. And the same profound 
fifTiter aasures us, that the cabinet of England began to 
oatfitaiii great jealousy and uneasiness at the increasing 
power of the Manhattoesy and the valour of its sturdy 

Jk§mkt», the historian observes, were sent by the Am- 
p h p c tio ni c council of the east, to entreat the assistance of 
the Bi'itish cabinet in subjugating this mighty province* 
liord Sterling also asserted his right to Long-Island, ; and, 
«l the same time. Lord Baltimore, whose agent,' as has 
hcett before meotiQoed, had so alarmed Mynheer Beck. 
waia, laid hie* elaim befoie the cabinet, to the lands of 
Sooth River, which he complained were unjustly and 
forcibly detained from him, by these daring usurpers of the 
Nieaw Nederiandts. 

Tlnu did the unlucky empire of the Manhattoes stand 
hi immiiient danger of experiendng the fate of Poland, 
and being torn limb from limb to be shared among its 
eaaoige oeighbonrs. But while these rapacious powers 
were whetting their iaogs, and waiting for the signal to 
&tt too& and nail upon this delicious little fat Dutch 
empire ; the loedly lioo who sat as umpire, all at once 
had his mighty paw upon the spoil, and settled the claims 
of all poetics by gsanting none of them. For we are told, 
tfwt hm aejesty, Charles the Second, not to be perplexed 
by:a4i«atkg theee teveval pretciiHion% made a present of 
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« Imrge tract of Hdrlh America, inetading ihe pnniaee •! 
New Nederlandts, to his brother the Dake of Y ot t ' a 
doaation truly loyal, aiuce none but great monardis have 
a ri^ht to give away what does not beloog to them. 

liiat this manificeot gift might not be merely nomimd, 
his majesty, on the 13th of March, 1664, ordered that aa 
armament should be forthwith prepared, to inrade the 
city of New-Amsterdam by land and water, and p«l his 
brother in complete possession of tlie premises. 

Hins critically are situated the affairs of the New 
Nctherlandcrs. The honest burghers, so lar from thinking 
of the jeopardy in which their interests are placed, are 
soberly staokiog their pipes, and thinking of nothing al aU 
—the privy coansellors of the province are at this moment 
snoring in full quorum, like the drones of Are faandred 
bagpipes ; while the active Peter, who takes all the laboar 
of thinking and acting upon himself, is busily ilerising 
some metlMd of bringing the grand council of Amphye- 
tions to terms. In the meanwhile an angry cloud- Is 
darkly scowlin;; on the borixon— soon shall it rattle aboat 
the ears of these doaing Nedertanders, and put the mettle 
of their stout-heai ted governor completely to the trial. 

But come what may, I here pledge my ▼eracity, tbnt ia 
all warlike conflicts and subtle perplexities, he shall still 
acquit himself with the gallant bearinga and spotless 
honour of a noUe minded OMtinate old cavalier. Forwiid, 
then, to the charge !<— «hine out, propitious stars, on the 
renowned city of the Manhattoes ; and may the blesshigs 
of St. Nicholas go with thee— honest Peter Stuyveamnt! 

CHAP. III. 

Of, Peter Sinyvesanfs ExpedUion inio the Eaei dme^ 
try ; showing that though an old Bird, he did not under- 

etamd Trap. 

Grkat nations resemble great men in tiua particnfai^ 
that their greatness is seklom known until they get in 
trouble ; adversity, therefore, has been wisely ^nominated 
tlie ordeal of true greatness, which like gokl can never 
receive its real cst^iuatiuo until it has passed thnmgh the 
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4bfiiace» Id proportioD) therefore, as a iwtioo, a comma- 
*iiUy, or an individual (pOBsewii^^ the inherent quality of 
*greatneM) is involved in perils and misfortunes, in propor- 
tion does it rise in grandeur— and even when sinking 
under calamity, makes, like a bouse on fire, a more 
•glorious display than ever it did in the fairest period of its 
prosperity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming with popula- 
tion, and imbibing and concentrating tbe wealth of nations, 
has vegetated through a succession of drowsy ag^ ; and 
"were it not for its internal revolution, and the subversion 
-of its ancient government by the Tartars, might have 
lireBeDted nothing but an uninteresting detail of dull, 
monotonous prosperity. Pompeii and Herculanenm might 
have passed into oblivion, with a herd of their contempo- 
-raries, had they not been fortunately overwhelmed by a 
volcano. The renowned city of Troy has acquired cele- 
brity only from its ten years* distress and final conflagra- 
tion I Paris inses in importance by the plots and massacres 
which have ended in the exaltation of the illustrious 
Napoleon; and even the mighty London itself has 
skulked through the records of time, celebrated for nothing 
of moment, excepting the plague, the great fire, and 
Quy Faux^s gunpowder plot ! Thus cities and empires 
«eem to creep along, enlarging in silent obscurity under the 
pea of the hbtorian, until at length they burst forth in 
some tremendous calamity, and snatch, as it were, immor- 
tality from the explosion ! 

Tbe above principle being admitted, my reader will 
plainly perceive that the city of New-Amsterdam and its 
dependent province are on the high road to greatness. 
Bangers and hostilities threaten from every side^ and it is 
really a matter of astonishment to me, how so small a 
state has been able in so short a time to entangle itself in 
■0 many difficulties. Ever since the province was first 
taken by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, in the 
tranquil days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been gradually 
increasing iu historic importance ; and never could it have 
had a more appropriate chieftain to conduct it to the 
pinnacle of grandeur, than Peter Stuyvesant. 

In the fiery heart of this iron-headed old warrior, sat 
enthroned all those five kinds of courage described by 
^uMUf; and htud the philosopher mentioned five hun- 



died 9DQtt to tiic back of Umbh I rcrily beUcise be wmM 
bave beeo IoiumI master of tbem all. Tlie o«ly «iu£mu 
tuuc wa«y ttkat be waa de&cival iii the better part of TakMity 
called dincreiiooy a coUl>l>UMMk^ virtue^ which coaM uok 
«xi»t in the tropical climate of his nigiity eonl. Hence it 
was, be waa cootinaally bnrryidf; into those noheard'af 
cnterprisesi that ^vc aa air of chiralric romance to all 
^ts history ; and heoce it was that he now conceived 
a project worthy of the hcco of La Mancha bisos^lfir 

Thia was no other than to repair io person to the gaoHt 
couucil of the AmphyctioiiSy beariny tiie awwd io oae 
baod, aod the olive braooh io the other ; to re(|iiire loifli»> 
diate reparatkm for the ionumerable Yiolatioa;» of thnt 
treaty, whicis ia au evil hour, be bad formed ^ to pv% a 
atop to those repeated maraudings on the ea9t«Pi»;berilen; 
or else to throw big gauullet, and appeal to araia fbr aatia- 
faction. 

Oa dedarimp this rewtvtion in the. prWy conocil, (he 
venerable raemben were seized with vast astooishoieat^ 
for OBoe in M>eir life they veotured to remooatrate^ aettbis 
forth the wiham of exposing his sacred person in t\m 
midst of « atraoffe and barbaroos people, wi^ sandrf 
atber weighty .rcnwostranGCS*->-«U which liiid*aboiiiaa«iaflh 
iudHence upon the determination of the beadatmng FeiM^ 
aa tbottgh you were to eudei^voiM- to turn a vusty wcnllMn^ 
cock with a broken-winchil bellpwa. 

Sammonuig, thereftMe, to his preaencf^ his Irnsty 
follower, Anthony' Van Corlear, he commanded faim tp 
hoM-ibunseif in readiness to accompany him the foUowing 
morning on Uiis hazardous entecprise. Now Antho^ 
the trumpfites^vas n little stricken in years, yet by dutel 
keepiog «p a good heart, and having never known cnmtf 
Borrow (having never been oMnried,) he was stili n hsortyj 
jocund, nibi£ond» gamesome wag, and of great cnpncily 
in the doublet, IQtis h^t was ascribed to bis living a 
jotly life on those domains at the Hook» wluch Petor 
Stuyvesant had granted to him Ant his gallantry at FoK 
Casimir. 

Be tbiB aa it may» there waa nothing that mens dd^^btei 
Anthony than thia command of the great Peter ; for be 
«au}d Wave followed the 8tout-<hearted oM governor to the 
world's end» with lovie and loynlty ; and he awraoiwr atitt 
aa mc in haii d the froUckiag «aii dmiciig, niii bnmlUQl^ 
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fluL other disporto of the east country ^ and entertained 
dftiaty recollection of numerous kind and buxom lassesy 
whom he longed exceedingly again to encounter. 

Thufiy then, did thb mirror of hardihood get forth with 
BO other attendant but his trumpeter, upon one of the 
noat perilous enterprises ever recorded in the annals of 
knight-errantry. For a single warrior to venture openly 
among a whole nation of foes ; hut, above all, for a plain 
downright Dutchman to think of negotiating with the 
wliole council of New England— never was there known a 
■Mre desperate undertaking ! Ever since I have entered 
itpou the chronicles of this peerless, but hitherto uncele- 
brated chieftain, has he kept me in a state of incessant 
Bc^B and anxiety with the toils and dangers he is con- 
»taBUy encountering. Oh ! for a chapter of the tranquil 
iwigB of Wouter Van Twiller, that I might repose on it as 
oo a feather bed ! 

Is it not enough, Peter Stuyvesant, that I have once 
already rescued thee from the machinations of these terrible 
Ampbyctions, by bringing the whole powers of witchcraft 
to thine aid?— -Is it, not enough, that I have followed thee 
vodaanted, like a guardian spirit, into the midst of the 
liorrid battles of Fort Christina ?-«-That I have been put 
iaceasantly to my trumps to keep thee safe and sound — 
BOW warding off with my single pen the shower of das- 
tard blows that fell upon thy rear— now narrowly shielding 
tbee from a . deadly thrust by a mere tobaeco-box— now 
caaiog thy dauntless skull with adamant, when even thy 
•tnblram ram-beaver failed to resist the sword of the 
stout Risingh— and now, not merely bringing thee off 
alive,, but triumphant, from the clutches of the gigantic 
Swedi^ by the desperate means of a paltry stone pottle } 
—is notall this enough,.but must thou still be plunging 
into new diiBculties, and jeopardizing in headlong enter- 
prises thyself, thy trumpeter, and thy historian ? 

And now the ruddy-fiuied Aurora, like a buxom cham- 
bermaid, draws aside the sable curtains of the night, and 
out bounces from his bed the jolly red-haired Phcebus» 
startled at btnng caught so late in the embraces of dame 
Tbetis. With many a stable oath he harnessed his brazen- 
liooted steeds, and whips and lashes, and splashes up the' 
firmament like a loitering post-boy, half an hour behind 
bia.tiine« And now behold that imjp of lame and prowess. 
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lh€ iMdntTMif Fcter, bctridfaiy • raw. hamtoA, mritebaaUab 
cbaiipery mllantly anmj«d in foil ragincntaUy and brMiuf 
uQ bis thigh that trarty farass-hitted ftw«Mndy which hati 
wrought «ttch fcarftil daedi oh the baaks of the Oelawara. 

Bi£old, haH after biin, his doughty trumpeler^ Vaa 
Corlear, monnted on a btokeo-wiadedt wali-eyed, caBea 
vare; hk atone pottle, which had laid kiw the mighty 
Riaimthy alang ander his arm, and hia tnnnpet diaplajBcd 
vanutittgly in his right hand, dcoonUed with a |porgiaa«l 
bauoar on which is emblaaonad the great beaver ^ tba 
ManhaltocB. See then proudly iaawing out of tbe eifef 
fate, like aa iron-dad hero of yore, with his faithful a^nire 
■t his heels, tbe people folkiwing them with their «9«% 
and shoatiag many a parting wish, and hearty cheering. 
••—Farewell, Hafd-koppig Piet ! Faicwetl, hoaeat A»> 
tbonyt — ^Pleasaiit be yonr warfaring--^pfaBperon8 yoor 
return ! Tlie stoutest hero that ever dsew a award, aad 
the woiihicst trumpeter that ever trod abae leather. 

Lsgcnds are lamentably silent about the events that 
befel our adrcnturcra in this their adrentnnMa tranrd^ 
rwrnpting the Stnyvetaat maouacnpt, wbieh gives the 
substance of a pleasant little heroic poem, written «a Ihe 
occasMM by Domini £gkUus Luyck,# who appeaaa la 
have been the poetOaureate df Ncw-AnHterdavL lUa 
hMstimaUe maaaaoript assures us, that it was a lare apeeti 
Ucle to behokl the great Peter, and bis loyal foHawer^ 
haitiag the BMimlDg son, and rejoicing in the clear <«■»< 
tenance of nature, aa tJbty pranoed it thraugh the pnslaraft 
scenes of Bloemen I>aet,t which, in those di^s^ was a 
aweet and rural valley, beautified with many a bright 
wild-flower, refreshed by many a pure atreamlnt. fjsid 
enlivened here and there by a delectable little Mteh 
cottage^ sheltering under some sloping hill, ami mlflsusl 
buried in emboweriog trees« 

Now did they enter upon the confines of GennectiDnt, 
where they eucoontered many grievous diffiraltiea and 
perils. At one place they were assailed by a troop el 
country squires and militia cvloads, who, monnted an 

* This l.nyck way, moreover, rector of the Lfttin schofol io Swim 
NetterUndU, 1663. Tlieie are Iwo pieces of ^fridiiis Luyck is 
p. Kch-n'* MBS uf ptjesies, npoo iiis marriage wiih Judith Iseodoonu 
Old MS. 

f Moor called Blooning pafe, atout four atilM 6[mm Hem-Jttmk, 



f^oodly "Stieeds, fattog u^n their rear for seteral milesy 
liarassiiig them exc«e(iinar)y with guesses and qnestionsy 
IBCNre especially the woiUiy Peter, whose silver chased leg 
wccitod pot a Utfcki marvel. At another place^ hard Uy the 
i!«ao«ioed town of Stamford* they were set upoa by a 
great and nighty logion of church deacons, who im- 
periously d^maoided of theia five shillings for travelling on 
Sunday, and threatened to carry them captive to a neigh-^ 
bouriu|[^ chuwhy whose steeple peered above the trees ; but 
these the valiaut Peter put to rout with little difficulty, 
Inioinwch thait they bestm)4e their canes and galloped (wT 
in horrible eouAniiott, leaving tiieir cocked hats behind iii 
the hurry of their flight. But not so easily did he escape 
#0111 the hBiid» of a cnafty man of Pyquag ; wbo» with 
nodaovled pevveveraace, and* repeated onsets, fairly bar" 
gained him out of his goodly switch-tailed charger, 
leatring'hiB in plaicothereef » viilaiaous, spavined, foundered 
Narragansei pacer; 

Butf mangre all these havdah^M, they pursued their 
jourusy cheerily tileug the eoast of the soft flowing Con- 
necticHl^ whose gentle waves, saya the song, roll through 
many a fertile vale and auany plain, now reflecting the 
lofty eipires of the bustling city, and now the rural beautiea 
of tbu humble hamlet ; now ecboiag with the busy hum 
of cemmerce, and new with- the cheerful song of the 



At «very teva would Peter Stoyvesant, who was noted 
for wavli^ pmpctiito, order the sturdy Anthony lo sound 
a oottrt<o«9 s»lN(tqition ; though the manuscript observes, 
th«b tlie inh«»hitaQte wei'e tbirown into great dismay whea 
they.heeJpd of his approaeh. For the fame of hia incom- 
parable aeMflnemeblson tbfi0el»ware had spread through- 
Out' tM eAsI oount/'y^ and tliey di>eiidei^ lest he had come 
to take veqgeanee on their manifold traasgrefsi^ns. 

But t|ie good Voter rode thveugfai these towns with a 
sailing aspect; waving hie hai^ with inoKpressible 
nngeety and cendesoenaion ; for he verily believed that 
the old dethes which these ingenSou9 people had thrust 
into their hroken windows, and the festoons of drie4 
apples and peaches which ornamented the fronts of their 
bonsMy were so many decoration? in honour of his 
apifirQach; as it was the custom in the days of chivalrf 
to compUnent reiKMiaed heroes, by aofliplnMia displayn of 
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tapestry and gorf eona fornitiire. ' Tbe women er^iwM 
to the doors to gase upon him as he passed, so much does 
prowess to arms delight the gentle sex. The little childraii 
too, ran after him id troops, staring with wonder at hk 
regimentals, his brimstone Iwceches, aiid the silver gamitiire 
of his wooden leg. Nor must I omit to mention the joy 
which many strapping wenches betrayed, at beholding the 
jovial Van Corlear, who had whilome delighted tbem so 
macfa with his trumpet, when he bore the great Pteter*s 
challenge to the Amphyctions. The kind-hearted Anthony 
alighted from his calico mare^ and kissed them all wilh 
infinite loving-kindness— and was right pleased to see a 
crew of little trumpeters crowding around him for his 
blessing ; each of whom he patted on the bead, bade Imb 
be a good boy, and gave him a *penny to buy molasses 
candy. 

The Stnyvemnt manuscript makes but little further 
mention of the governor's adventures upon this ekpedition, 
excepting that he was received with extravagant courtesy 
and respect by the great council of the Amphyctions, who 
almost talked him to death with complimentary and oon- 
gratulatory, harangues. I will not detain my readers by 
dweilinr on his negotiations with the grand oounciL 
Suffice It to mention, it was like all other negotiatioBs— a 
great deal was said, and very little done : one conversation 
led to anothei>— one' conference begat misunderstandings, 
which it took a dozen conferences to explain ^ at the 
end of which the parties found themselves just where they 
were at first ; excepting that they had entangled them- 
selves in a host of questions of etiquette^ and conceived a 
cordial distrast of each other, that rendered their future 
negotiatiom ten times more difficult than ever.* 

In the rakbt of all these perplracities, which bewildered 
the brain and incensed the ire of the sturdy Peter, who 
was perhaps of all men in the world least fitted for 
diplomatic wiles, he privately received the IBirst intiraation 
of the dark conspiracy which had been matured in the 
Cabinet of England. To this was added the astounding 
intelligence that a hostile squadron had already saikd 

* For certain of the particnUra of tbi« aacient oegotistion, «e 
Has. Col . SUte Pap. It it stogiilar that Smith ia eati rely siknt wi|k 
BMpect to this nenoraltic expedition of Fcter Stnyrtaant, 
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from Eagland, destined to redace the province of New. 
Netherlands, and that the grand council of Amphyctiims 
had engaged to co-operate, by sending a great army to 
invade New-Amsterdam by land. 

Unfortunate Peter! did I not enter with sad forebo- 
dings upon this ill-starred expedition ? Did I not tremble 
when I saw thee with no other counsellor than thine own 
head— with, no other armour than an honest tongue, a spot* 
less conscience, and a rusty sword-^with no other pro- 
tector but St. Nicholas-^-and no other attendant but a 
trampeter? Did I not tremble when I beheld thee tiius 
sally forth to contend with all the knowing powers of 
New-England ? 

Ob, how did the sturdy old warrior rage and roar, when 
he Ibund himself thus' entrapped, like a lion in the 
hunter's toil ! Now did he determine to draw his trusty 
sword, and manfully to fight his way through all the 
countries of the east. Now did he resolve to break in 
upon the council of the Amphyctions, and put every 
mother's son of them to death. At length, as his direful 
wrath subsided, he resorted to safer though less glorious 
expedients. 

Concealing from tlie council his knowledge of their 
mairbinations, he privately dispatched a trusty messenger 
with missives to his counsellors at New-Amsterdam, 
apprising them of the impending danger,oommanding them 
Immediately to put the city in a posture of defence^ while 
in the mean time he would endeavour to elude his enemies 
nnd come to their assistance. This. done, he felt himself 
noATvellously relieved, rose slowly, shook himself like a 
rhinoceros, and issued forth from his den, in much the 
sanoe manner as Giant Despair is described to have issued 
from Doubting Castle^ in the chivalric history of the 
Pilgrim's Progress. 

And now much does it ^eve me that I must leave the 
gallant Peter in this imminent jeopardy : but it behoves 
us to hurry back and see what is going on at New*Am- 
sterdam, for greatly do 1 fear that city is ahready in a tur- 
moil. Such was ever^ the late of Peter Stuyvesant 3 while 
doiniT one thing with heart and soul, he was too apt to 
leave every < thing else at sixes and sevens. While, like 
a potentate of yore, he was absent attending to those things 
in person, which in modem days are trusted to generals 
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the face of the eardi. Finding that this resolatioo was so 
Oiriverrally and readiljr carried, anothe^ was iminedktdy 
proposed^— Whether it were not possible and politic to 
cxterttiiiiate Great Britain? Upon which sixty-niae 
members spoke most ekH|ttent]y in the affirmaiiTC^ and 
only one arose to su{|^|cest some doobts, who^ as a4iP<!^'UBl^ 
meot for bis treasonable presumption, was immediateiy 
seized by the mob, and tarred and feathered; which 
punishment bein§^ equivalent to the Tarpeian Rucki be 
was afterwards considered as an outcast from society, and 
his opinion went for nothiufc. The qnestkni, thorefore, 
being unanimously carried in the affirmatiTe, it was reoom- 
mended to the grand council to pass it into a law, which 
was accordingly done : by this measure the heartaof the 
people at la^e were wonderfully encouraged, aad they 
waxed exceeding choleric and vakrous. ' Indeed, the first 
paroxysm of atarm baring in some measure subsidedy tlie 
old women having buried all the money they coiUd Jay 
their hands on, and their husbands daily getting fuddled 
with what was left— the community began even to stand on 
the offensive. Songs were manufoctiu^d in low^ -Dutch, 
and sung about the streets, wlierein the English were most 
wofhily beaten, and [shewn no - quarter j and popular 
addresses were made, wherein it was proved to a certainty, 
that the fate of Old England depended upon the will of the 
New-Amsterdammers. 

Finally, to strike a violent blow at the very vitals of 
Great Britain, a multitude of the wiser inhabitants assent, 
bled, and having purchased all the British mannfiurtures 
they could find, they made thereof a huge bonfire; and, in 
the patriotic glow of the moment, every man present, 
wbo had a hat or breeches of English workmanship, 
pulled it off, and thraw it most uwlauntedly into' the 
flames — to the irreparable detriment, loss, and ruin of 
the English manufecturers. In conHnemoration of tiiis 
great exploit, they ei«cted a pole on the spot, with s 
device on the top intended to represent the province of 
Nieuw Nederlandts destroying Great Britain, under the 
similitude of an Eagle picking the little Island of Old 
Enghind out of the globe ; but either through the unsltil- 
fulness of the sculptor, or his ill-timed waggery, it bote s 
striking resemblance to a goose vainly striving to gd 
hold of a dumpling. 
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CHAP. V. 



gi fc tp l w y Aow ihe Gramd CumneU of #A« New-Neiherktndi 
eamt & &e m^rocufontly ififM itith long foNj^wef.-** 
together with a great irhmph of Ectmotkg, 

It will need but v^ry litUe peiietratifni in any one 

acq«»iiitcdi witb the character and habiu uf tbat moBt 

pplCAt apd Uwsteriag moqiirch^ Ibe 80verei|^a people— to 

&i«eoirer Ikat, notwiftMaitfliQe 9\\ Ibe btistle and talk of 

IMT 4»t •tunned him io the U^t chapter, the renowned city 

o# Ncub^AjDaterdaitt «a» to flMi reality, not a whit better 

|N«pM«d for defence than before. Now> though the peo- 

lpW> kftving fotiea over tbe iii^st alarm, and finding no 

•neiDy ifamedtately at. bandy bad, with tliat Talour of 

loaipw, for which your illttttrions rabbbs is so famous 

ma into Uie opposite extreme, and by dint of gallant vapour. 

Uk^ Aiid rhodomontade^.had a^aUy talked themselves 

into tbe opinion, that tbe^ were the br&vest and most 

|i*«r€rful people under the sun; yet were tbe privy 

coKraaeltors of Peter Stnyvesant somewhat dubioua on 

Ibftt point. They dreaded, moreover^ lest that stem hero 

tlMMftld. return and find tfaat^ instead of obeying bis peremp* 

iDry.urdcfs, they had wested their time in listeniDg to the 

bcGlorings of the mob, than which they well knew there was 

nothing be held in more exaitcd contempt. 

To make up therelbra as speedily as possible fiir lost 
tioM^ a lerand (fivan of the counsellors and bummasters 
wca convened, to talkwoifer the critical state of tbe pro- 
wioce, and devise aMasuiea fqr its safety. Two things 
were unanimously agreed upon in this venerable assemo 
bly : first, that tiw city required io be put m a state of 
defanc C 'ii n od , secondly, that as tbe danger waa isMninent, 
4be*e should he no thne loat"-^ich points being settled, 
tbegr immediately fell to making long speeches, and bela» 
booring one anather in endless and intemperate disputes. 
For alMut this time was this unhappy city first visited by 
Hmt tnlking endemic, so nnivensally prevalent in this 
coonlry, and wlucb so invariably evinces itself, wherever 
n nsBnber of wise men assemble together ; bnaking out 
in long windy speechest cansed, as phyaicians suppose, 
by thu foul air which ia «ver generated in n crowd. Noir, 
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tt was, nomvcry flttt thej fii«t iotrodnced the i agtui q w 
netbod of mcMariog the vierito of aa hanuigue by Ike 
hoar-gliM ; he beio; ooosidcTcd the ablest orator who a^lhe 
loBgcrt OB a qocitioo— for which exoeUent invcntioo, it ii 
reoordedy we are iodebted to the iame profound Dotch 
critic who judged of books by their siie. 

This sadden passioa for endless harao^es, so little 
coMonant with the customary gravity and tacitiamity of 
our sage forei^thers, was supposed by certaiQ leaned 
philosophers to have been imbibed, together with diven 
other barbarous propensities from their aavai^e neigh- 
hours ; who were peculiarly noted for their iomg taik» mid 
cowmeUfim ; who would never undertake any affair of the 
least importance^ without prerlous debates and harangues 
amoog theu- cbids and (M mm- But the real caoae was^ 
Ihat the people, in electing tfadr representatiFes to the 
grand oounciU were particukr in choosing them for their 
talents at talking, without inquiring whether tbay possessed 
the more rare, difficult, and oft times important talent off 
holding their tongues. The consequence was, that this 
deliberative body was composed of the most loquaeiowi 
men in the community. As they considered themselTes 
placed there to talk, every man concluded that his da^ 
to his constituents, and, what is mow, his popolarity win 
them, required that he shouhl harangue on every 8nl(j|eo^ 
whether he understood it or not lliere was an n n c i eat 
mode of burying a chieftain, by every soldier throwing his 
shield full of earth on the corpse until a mighty moand 
was formed ; so whenever a question was brought forwaid 
in this assembly, every member pressini^ forward to threw 
on hb quantum of wisilonH the subject was quickly bnrkd 
under a huge mass of words. - 

We are told in the Attic nights of Aulns Gelliua, that 
when disciples were admitted into -the school of Pytfaa- 
goras, they were for two years eigoined silence, and were 
neither permitted to ask questions nor make remarks. 
After they had thus acquired the inestimable art of hold- 
ing their tongues, they were gradually permitted to make 
inquiries, and finally to communicate their own opinkms. 

What a: pity is it, that while superstitwusly hoarding 
up tlie rubbish and rags of antiquity, we shonld suffer 
these precious gems to lie unnoticed. What a beaefidsl 
effect i^uM this wise -re^ulatwa of Pythagoras havc^ if 
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introchioed inle^lative bodies !—«iid bOw wonderfully 
would it have tended to expedite business in tbe grand 
eomicii of the Manbattoes ! 

Thus, however, did dame Wisdom (whom the wags of 
smtiqiiity have humorously personified as a woman) seen 
Co take muchievous pleasure in jilting tbe Tenerable coun- 
■elloni of New-Amsterdam. The old factions of long 
pipes and short pipes, which had been almost strangled 
by the Herculanean grasp of Peter Stnyvesant, now sprung 
np with tenfold violence. Not that the originial cause m 
difference still existed, but It has ever been the iate of 
party names and party rancour to remain long after the 
principles that gave rise to them bave been forgotten. 
To complete tbe public confusion and bewilderment, the 
fatal word Ecmwmjfj which one would have thought was 
dopd and buried with William the Testy, was once more 
set afloat, like tbe apple of discord, in the grand council 
of Nieuw Nederlandta— according to which sound principle 
of policy, it Was deemed more expedient to throw away 
twenty thousand guilders upon an inefficient plan of 
defence^ than thirty thousand on a good and substantial 
oB^ the province thus making a clear saving of ten 
thousand guilders. 

Bat when they came to discuss the mode of defence^ 
then began a war of words that baffles all description. 
Hie members being, as I observed, enlisted in opposite 
parties, were enabled to proceed with amazing system and 
regularity in the discussion of the questions before them. 
Whatever was proposed by a long pipe, was opposed by 
the whole tribe of short pipes, who, like true politicians, 
considered it their first duty to effect the downfal of the 
long pipes— their second, to elevate tbemselvn: and 
tbdr third, to consult tbe weliare of the country. This at 
least was the creed of the most upright among the party ; 
for as to the great mass, the^ left the third consideration 
out of the question altogether. 

In titis great collision of hard heads, it is astonbhing the 
nomber of projects for defence that were struck out \ not 
one of which had ever been heard of before^ nor has 
been heard of since, unless it be in very modern days— 

£ rejects that threw the windmill system of the' ingenions 
Lieft O0mp|ietely in the back ground. Still, however. 



•olhfaif cottUlbedeciiUdoa} Iuvmimoii w^ a fiyAMilr 
kett oi sir cattlei were r«md by one party, they mm 
dcmolMied by tbe other; t|ie sioiple |»Q|wlMie uati 
feiHil^ in uoemnm expcetttloB ef the mifehty ^^ that wis 
to be batched with <JI thie cacfcUafr, but tbey ptatd n 
irmhi» for it appcMfd that the fpraud eooacii was deteffnined 
to pretiect the pravinec, as dill the noUe «nd-gifufic 
FMtafniel hb unny^ by corerinfr U with his ton^He. 

Indeed there wee a |Kirtioo of the members, cofuastiBf 
of lat eelf^tinportaut M borfcber^, who craolied tfanr 
pipea and raid nothiofTy exception to wei^tire every plm 
ii de^mcethat was offered. These were of that cfawa «f 
wealthy old citiaena, who, haKiof amassed a fortune^ 
huttoa up their pockets, ehat tiieir moathe, look rieb^ aai 
are good for oozing all the re9t of their liv«s. like sene 
vUMrmatic oyster, which haifiDfC swallowed a pem^I, eloiei 
Ml rtiell, settles down in the mud, and parts with its life 
■ooncr than its tflreasttre. Every plan of defence mumA 
to -these worthy old gentlemen pregnant with imia. An 
armed foree was a legion of kicuato, preying npon the 
|Niblic nroperiy ; to it out a na^ annament -wns to 
throw theur money into the aea; to boild fortilkaiiem 
was to bury it in the dirt. In short, they settled it ass 
•ovcreigtt maodm, so long as thwir pockets were foH, no 
Matter how much they weredrnbhed.«-«-A kick left no sear ; 
a broken head cared itself ; bat an empty pnrse waaof ell 
maladiea the skiwcst toheal, and one in whieb natnre did 
■othing to tbe patient* 

tlum did this venerable amembly of aq^et laiwh away 
that time, which the. urgency of affairs rendered iavahmhh^ 
in empty brawls, and iMg-winded speeches, wilboat ever 
•gieeing, eaeept on the point with which they atmtei^ 
Mundy, that there was. no time to be k)et» and delay wm 
rmkMma. At kogth $k, Nicbnlm, taking nompnmion ea 
tiMkr distracted sitnntiony and awiions to f reserre Ibmi 
lirmn anarchy, so ordered, that in tiie midat of one. of their 
moft nejsy dehntm on tbe enk^eet of i>rtifiea|i«i and 
defepcc^ when they bad nearly fallen to Wggarheeda « 
•cmiseqnenoe of not being able to convince each other, 
the question wm happily settled by- a mescnngcr, iHw 
bonaeed into the chamber and infi»rmed'tbem that tbehesliie 
fleet had nrrlved^ ami was actnnMy advanemg n|^ the biqr ! 
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Thas.was all further necessity of either fortifyini; or 
disiNiting completely obviated; and thus was the grand 
csouDcil saved a world of wbrds» and the province a world 
4t£ expense— a most absolute and glorious triumph of 
economy. 

CHAP. VI. 

Mn wUdk the troubles of New-AmtUrdam appear to 

HUdt e n Showing the braverpt in time qfperiij of a 

peopie who defend thenudvet by reaohitUnu, 

Like as an assemblage of politic cats, engaged in 
damorous gibberings and catterwaulings, eyeing one another 
with hideous grimaces, spitting in each other*s faces, and 
on the point of breaking forth into a general clapperclaw- 
log, are suddenly put to scampering, rout, and confusion, 
by the startling appearance of a £)use-dog— so was the 
BO less vociferous council o£ New-Amsterdam amaised, 
astounded, and totally dispersed, by the sudden arrival of 
the enemy. Every member made the best of his way 
bome^ waddlmg along as fast as his short legs could fag 
under their heavy burthen, and wheezing as he went with 
corpulency and terror. When he arriv^ at his castle, be 
barrkadoed the street door, and buried himself in the 
cider cellar, without daring to peep out, lest he should have 
bis bead carried off by a cannon ball. ^ 

The sovereign people all- crowded into the market-place, 
berdini^ together with the instinct of sheep, who seek lor 
aafetv m each other's company, when the shepherd and 
his <m are absent, and the wolf is prowling round the 
fold, fwt from finding relief, however, they only increased 
each other's terrors. Each man looked ruefully in his 
iidgfabonr*s face, in search of encouragement, but only 
found, in its woe>begone lineaments, a confirmation of his 
own dismay. Not a word now was to be heard of conquer- 
ing Great Britain, not a whisper about the sovereign 
virtues of economy — awhile the old women heightened the 
fpeneral gloom, by ekamdrously bewailing their fate, and 
incesaaiUly calling for protection on St. Nicholas and Peter 
fituyvcsant. 
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Oh, how did Uwf bcirail the ahtence of the Vum-Ue«ifcil 
Fetcr!--^iid bow did they long fur the oomfurtiDg pre- 
Mace of Anthony Van Corlear ! Indeed, a gloomy uu- 
ccrtainty hnng orcr.ihe fate of these adventurous heroes. 
Day after day bad elapsed since the alarmiag messagre ii-ptu 
the gorcmor, without bringing any further tidings of bti 
Mfety. Many a fearful conjecture was hazai*ded as to 
what had be&llen him and his loyal squire. Had they 
not l>een deroured alive by the cannibals of Marble-hcsd 
•ad Cape Cod ? Were tbey not put to the question by 
the great council of Amphyctiow ? Were they not 
•PBOtlMxed in onioos by the terrible men of Pyqoag ?— la 
the midst of this constotiation ftnd perolej^ity, when 
horror like a mighty night-mare Sat brooding upon the 
Httte, lat, plethoric city of New-Amsteidam, the eaw qf the 
■ittitltttde were suddenly startk^ by a straiige and distant 
MMmi-4t approached-- it grew louder aud louder-^and 
now It resounded «t the city gate. The pmbUc could nat 
be niftakeQ in tlK well-known «ound. A about of joy 
h«f*t from their lips, as the gallant Peter, covered with 
dwt, Md IbUowed hsr his ^itbful truaspeter, canse g/aJ^o^ 
iigiiito die markeUplaos. 

The Hflst transports of the popuJace having «nhaidjeijt 
they gathered rofuid the honest Antfiongr, as he disnaanted 
frm his hone, overwhelming him with greetings «ud ooo« 
gvatufaUions. In breathless accents be related to thsia the 
mwdlous adventures through which the old governor and 
himelf had gone, So making their escape from i,be clutches 
of the terrible Amphyctions. But thoiigh the Stujfvesant. 
paauscript, with its customary minuteness, where any 
lUnf touching tiie great Peter is concerned, is very 
partvsnhir as to the incidents of this masterly Ketc«it» 
yet the parttcular state of the public affairs will not allow 
aie to indulge in a full recital thereof. liet]it|Su0ftce 
to say» that, while Peter Stuyvesant was anjuously revolv- 
inijg in his mind how he could make good bis escuiie with 
honour and dignity, certain of the ships sent out for the 
eonquest of the Manhattoes touched at the eastern poets, 
to obtein needful supplies, and to call on the grand Gooncil 
of the league for its I promised co-operation. Upuu 
hemriog of tbisf, the vigilant Peter perveiviug that a mo- 
UMIAKS delay were fatal, wade a secret and precipitate 
decampment ; though much did it grieve his lofty 80i|l ta 



He obliged fo tuiii his back eireflV upon a nation' of foea«> 
Many hairbreadth ^scapes sad dirers peri1oU9 misliaip^ 
dkl tbey sustain, as they scoured, without sound of tnim« 
pet) throtififh the fair regions of the east. Already wsa thi! 
country in an uproar with hostile preparation, and they 
Were obliged to take a large' cirdrit in their flif^, knpkinip 
along through the woody mountains of the BetiV's: Bfedu 
bone ; from whence the vaMant Peter salUcdi ibrtk one 
day, Vike a lion, and put to rmt tha whole legion of squit* 
ters, consisting of three generatiomi oT a prolific' mnlf^ 
"^410 were already on their way to taWepcrasession of 0gAh» 
corner of the NisW NetberlandHi Nay, te Ikithfni 
Anthony had great difficulty at snndry times tti present 
bim, m the exeess of his wrath, from dieseending down frma 
the mountains, and felling sword in hand upon certain of 
the border-towiis, who wei'e nnu-shailing forth thaiv dra|Eile»> 
tailed militia. 

The fiivt movements of the governor, ob reiichifai|f hir 
dwellingj wM to mount the roof, from whence he ooiiteiiv- 
ptated with rueful aspect the hostile squadron* Th» had 
ftlre«ily come to an anchor in the bay, and oonsisted ef ' 
two stout frigates^ having on boan^ as Johw Jliomelyn»' 
Oent. informs us, « three hundred naKant red ceate.** 
HaTiug taken this survey, he sat himself down, and wrote? 
aw epistle to the commander, demanding hi» reaaon of an* 
rboriog'in ttie harbour without obtaining pravieuB' parBii»» 
afoni so tO'doi This letter was couched in tbemoat'digni^- 
ficd and cenrteons terms, tbonjfii I have it from nndoiibtedl^ 
authority^ that bis teeth were ctinehed, and- he had ». 
Mtter aardonk: grin upon his visage all Ae while he 
wrote. Having despatched hh Utter, the grim Petet> 
atuniped'toandfre ab^ll the town, with a moat wBr-be»< 
tokening countenance, his hands thrust mto his faree^hes^ 
pock^ «nd' whistling a lew Dutch Psahii tun^ which 
bbre a» smalt resemblance, to the music of a north«eaai^ 
wind, when a storm i» brewing. The very dogs, as they, 
eyec^him, skulked away in dismay— >while all the odd and 
vie^f weeaen' of New Amfifterdam ran howling at his heelib 
ittt'hninghini' to save them fipom- morder, robber]^ and: 
pittlees ravishment! 

The' reply of Col. Nichols^ who oonmandiri the iaya- 
dere, waa eoncbed in tetmeof equal cDttrteifwitit the 
lettei of tDw goeemmwdeckiring the right «ii tUlt ^ lu» 
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British mijctty to the province ; whare Ht affirmed the 
Dntch to be mere ioterlopers } and denandin; th«t the 
tow% forti, &c. should he forthwith rendered into his 
m^esty^s obedience and protection — promising at the 
nme timey life^ liberty, estate, and free tiade, to every 
Dutch deoiieu, who should readily submit tu his majesty's 
fovemment. 

Peter Stujrvesant read over this friendly epistle with 
some such harmony of aspect as we may suppose a crusty 
fiurmer, who has long been fattening upon his neighbour's 
soil, reads the loving letter of John Stiles, that warns hhn 
of an action of ejectment. The old governor, however, 
was not to be taken by surprise, but thrusting the sum- 
mons into his breeches pocket, he stalked three times 
acroM the room, took a pinch of snuff with great vehe- 
mence, and then loftily waving his hand, promised to 
send an answer the next morning. Id the mean time be 
called a geneial council of war of his privy cooosellors 
and burgomasters, not for the purpose of asking their 
advice, for that, as has been already shown, he valued not a' 
rush ; but to make known unto them his sovereign deter- 
mination, and require their prompt adherence. 

Before, however, he convened his council, he resolved 
upon thrae important points ; firsty never to give up Ifaef 
city without a little hard fighting, for he deemed It hugWy 
derogatory to the dignity of so renowned a city, to sufier 
itseK to be captured and stripped, without receiving a §ew 
kicks into the bargain. SeoStuByy that the majority of his 

End council was composed of arrant paltroooSy utteriy 
titute of true bottom $ and, iftird/y, that he would.not 
therefore suffer them to see the summons of Col. Nichofe, 
lest the easy terms it held out might indole them to 
damoar fnr a surrender. 

Histonlers being duly promulgated, it was a piteous 
sight to behold the late valiant ourgomasters, who had 
dmolisbed the, whole British empire in their harangues, 
peeping ruefully out of their hiding places, and thenirrawl- 
log cautiously forth, dodging through narrow lanes and 
alleys ; starting at every little dog that barked, as though 
it had been a discharge of artillery — ^mixtaking lamp^posts 
for .British 'grenadiers, and, in the excess of thehr panics 
metamorphotiiqg pumps into formidable soldiers, leveUinig 
Uunderbosses at their bosoms! Haviuf^ however, hi* 
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. detpite of numerous perils and difficulties of the kind» 
arrived safe, without the loss of a single man, at the hall of 
asaembly,^ they took thei^r seats and awaited in fearful 
' silence the arrival of the governor. Id a few moments the 
wooden leg of the intrepid Peter was heard in regular 
and stout-hearted thumps upon the staircase. He entered 
the chamber^ arrayed in a full suit of regimentals, and car- 
rying bis trusty toledo, not glided on his thigh, but tucked 
under his arm. As the governor never equipped himself in 
this portentous manner, unless something of martial nature 
were working within his fearless pericranium, his council 
regarded, him ■ ruefully, as a very Janus, bearing fire and 
sword in his iron countenance, and forgot to light their 
pipes in breathless suspense. 

The great Peter was as eloquent as he was valorous ; 
indeed, these two rare qualities seemed to go hand in 
' hand in his composition 3 and, unlike most gneat states- 
. meuy whose victories are only confined to the bloodless 
field of argument, he was always ready to enforce his 
hardy words, by no less hardy deeds. His speeches were 
generally marked by a simplicity, approaching to bluntness, 
and by truly categorical decision^ Addressing the grand 
council, he touched bri^y upon the perils and hardships 
he. had sustained, in escaping from his crafty foes. He 
next reproached the council for wasting in idle debate 
-and party feuds that time which should luive been devoted 
to their ^untry. He was particularly indignant at those 
brawlers, who, conscious of individual security, had dis- 
gnced the councils of the province, by impotent hectorings, 
and scurrilous invectives, against a noble and a powerful 
eii«my— those cowardly cure, who were incessant in their 
liarkings and yelpings at the lion, while distant or asleep, 
but the moment he approached, were the first to skul^ 
. away. He now called on those who had been so valiant 
in their threats against Great Britain, to stand forth and 
support their vauntings by their actions— for it was dsedr, 
not wards, that bespoke the spirit of a nation. He pro- 
ceeded to recal the golden days of former prosperity, 
which were only to 1^ -gained by manfully withstanding^ 
their enemies^ for the peace, he observed, which is effected 
by force of arms, is always more sure and durable than 
that which is patched up by temporary accommodations . 
.He endeavoured, moreover, to arouse their martial fire, 

c c 
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by remiadiDg them of the time, when, before the frowninf 
walls of fort Giristina, he had M them on (o victoi^. tie 
stroTe Ukewive to awaken their coufidence, by asKuring 
them of the protection of St. Nicholas, who had hitherto 
maintained them in safety, amid all Ae sava^^es of the 
wildemessy the witches and squatters of ttie east, aud (fie 
gianta of Merry-land. Finally, be informed them of tlie 
insolent summons he had received, to suireiid^ ; but co6- 
dnded by swearing to defend tlie province as long $» 
heaven was on his side, and he had a wooden }e^ to stand 
upon. Which noble sentence be emphasized oy a tre- 
mendous thwack with the broad side of his sword upbs 
the table, that totally elcictrified his auditors. 

The privy couoseltorsy who had long been ftbcustomed 
to the i^vernor^s way, ami in fact had t>een brovghl into 
aa perfect discipline as were ever the soldiers of the gtest 
Frederic, saw that there Was no use in Faying a word- 
so liehtcd their pipes aud smoked away in silence like fiit 
and discreet counseflot-s. But the bur|;omaster8 b^ing less 
under the governor's control, ctmsidering theniselves as 
representatives of the sovereign people, and bein^ more- 
over inflated with considerable importance and self-sulBd- 
^Bcy, which they lied acquired at those notable sdiools of 
\7isdom and morality, the popular nieetings— were Hot so 
easily satisfied. Mustering up fi-esh spirit, when tfa^ 
found there was some chance of escaping from fittjir "pre* 
sent jeopardy, wichout the disagreeable alternative Of 
fighting, f bey reijuested a copy of the sundtootts to surren- 
der, , that they might shew it to a general meeting of the 
people. 

^ insolent and mutinous a request would have Mil 
finough to have aroused the gorge of the tranqnlt ^^ 
^wilier himself — what then must have been its efiedt vtpm 
the £reat ^tuyvesant, who was not only a i>utchmao, a 
gpvcrnor^ and a valiant wooden-legged soldier to boot^ biit 
withal a man of the most stomachral and gunpowd^'dSfi- 
^oriition. He burst forth into a blaze of noble indi|^a'Aoift, 
to which the iamous rage of Achilles was a ihere poutiti| 
fit— -ewore not a mother^s son of them should see a syl- 
lable of it— that they deserved, every one of diem, to he 
naiq^ed, drawn, aud quartered, for traitorously dai^g to 
question the infetlibitity of government ^ that as to their 
advice or concurrence, he did not care a whiff of tofoaci^ 
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for cither.; that lic had long been harassed and thwarted 
by their cowaidly councils *, but that they migh,t (hence- 
forth go home, and go to bed like old women, for he was 
determined to defend the colony himself, without the as- 
sistance of them or their adherents ! $o saying, he tucked 
his sword under his arm, cocked Ijis hat uppu his head> 
and girding up his loins, stumped ^idignantly out of his 
council chamber, eveiy body making room ioi* him a£i hj^ 



No sooqer had he gone thaj(i the busy bargomastera 
called a public meeting in front of ^h^ Stadt-house, where . 
they appointed as chairman one Dofue Roerba^k, a migbity 
gingerbread-baker in the lan^y aii,d formedy of the camo^^t . 
of William the Testy. He was looked ^p to with great 
reverence by the populace^^ who consi4ere4 him a man 
of dark knowledge, seeing he was the first that imprinted 
new-year cakes with the mysterious hieroglyphics of the 
cuck and breeches, and such like magical devices. 

This g^eat burgomaster, who'stitl chewed the cud of ill 
iR^l against the valiant S(uyvesant, in consequence of hav- 
ing been ignominiously k^ked out of his cabinet at the 
tiooe^ of |iis ta.kipg the reins of goyernmeot^i' a4drefised the . 
greasy multitude in what is called a patriotic speech ) in 
which he informed them of the courteous ^umoK^ns to sur- 
render — of the governorV refusal to comply therewith— 
of bifl) denying the public a sight of the sommpng, wfaii4i» 
h^ had no doubt, contained conditions liighly to the honour 
apd advantage of the pi'ovioee. 

He then proceeded to speak of his exoeUency tn high 
sounding terms, suitable to the dignity and grandeur of 
his station, comparii^ him to Neix), Caligula, and those 
other great men of yore, who are generally quoted by 
popular orators qq similai' occasions. Assuring the people 
that the history of the wqrld ^iA not contain a despotic 
outrage to equal the pi*esent for atrocity, cruelty, tyranny, 
and blood-thirstiness ) that it would be recorded in letterv 
of fire on the blood-stained tablet of history 1 that ages 
would roll back with sudden horror, when they came to 
view it I That the womb of time-r(by the way your orators 
and writers take strange liberties with the wonib of time> 
t(iough some would faip have us believe that tioie is an old 
geotlemap) — ^tliat the womb of time, pregnant as it was 
with direful lio^ror^, would never produce a, pj^rallei enor- 

c c2 
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mityf-^with a variety of other heart-rending, souVstimo; 
ttopef and li(pires, which I cannot enumerate. Neifcher» 
indeed, need I, for they were exactly the same that are 
ittod in all popular harangues and patriotic oratioiis at the 
present day, and may be be classed in rhetoric under the 
general title of Rigmarole. 

The speech of this inspired burgomaster bein^ finished, 
the meeting fell into a kind of popular fermentation, wbich . 
produced not only a string of right wise resolatioos, hut - 
likewise a most resolute memorial, addressed to the gover- 
nor, remonstrating at his conduct i which was do soonqr 
handed to him, then he handed it into the fire ; and thus 
deprived posterity of an invaluable document, that mighl 
have served as a precedent to the enlightened cobblers 
and tailors of the present day, in their sage iatermeddlingi 
vith politics. 



CHAP. VII. 

CoKtainiUui a doleful Disaster qfAwOumg thelTrumpefer ;. 

tnd kow Peter Stujfvesanif like a second Cromwell^ sud^ 

denJ^ dissolved a Rump ParUameni, 

Now did the high-minded Pieter de Groodt shower down, 
a pannier-load of benedictions upon his Imrgomaaters, for 
a set of self-willed, obstinate, headstrong varlet8,'wha 
would neither be convinced nor persuaded ; and deter- 
mined thenceforth to have nothing more to do with them, 
but to consult merely the opinion of his privy counsellors^ 
which he knew from experience to be the best in the world, 
inasmuch as it never differed from his own. Nor did be 
omit, now that his hand was in, to bestow some thousand 
left-handed compliments upon the sovereign people, whom 
he railed at for a herd of poltroons, who bad no relish for 
the glorious hardships and illustrious misadventures of 
battle— but would rather stay at home, and eat and sleep 
in ignoble ease, than gain immortality and a broken head, 
by valiantly fighting in a ditch. 

Resolotely iMnt, however, npon defending bis beloved 
city, in despite even of itself, he called unto him his trusty 
Van Corlear,^ ^wfao was his right-hand man in all times of 
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emergency. Him did he adjure to take his war-dcnoun- 
clog ti'umpet, and mounting Yiis horse, to beat up the 
country, night and day — sounding the alarm along the 
fiastoml borders of the Bronx — startling the wild solitudes 
of CrotoD— arousing the rugged yeomanry of Weehawk 
and Hoboekeu — the mighty men of battle of Tappan Bajf * 
— and the brave boys of Tan'y town and Sleepy hollow — 
together with all the dther warriors of the country round 
alKiat J charging them one and all, to sling their powder- 
horns, shoulder their fowling-pieces, and match merrily 
down to the Manbattoes. 

Now there waa nothing in all the world, the divine sex 
excepted, that Anthony Van Corlear loved better than 
errands of this kind. 80, just • stopping to take a lusty 
dinner, and bracing to his side his junk-bnttle, well charged 
wltb beart-inspiring Hollands, he issued joUily from the 
city gate, that looked out upon what is at present called 
Broadway : sounding as usual a farewell strain, that rung 
in sprightly echoes through the winding streets of New- 
Amsterdam — Alas ! never more were they to be gladdened 
^y the melody of their &voui*ite ti'umpeter ! > 

It was a dark and stormy night when the good Anthony 
arrived at the famous creek (sagely denominated Haerleni 
river) which separates the island of Manna-hata from the 
main land. Tiie wind was high, the elements were in an 
nproar, and no Charon could be found to ferry the adven- 
turous sounder of brass across the water. For a short 
time he vapoured like an impatient ghost upon the brink, 
and then, bethinking himself of the urgency of his eiTand^ 
took a hearty embrace of his stone bottie, swore most 
valorously that be would swim across, 011 spijt den duyvel 
(ia spite of the devil !) and daringly plunged into the 
stream. — Luckless Anthony ! scarce had he buffeted half- 
way over, when he was observed to struggle violentlvy as 
if battling with the spirit of the waters — instinctively he 
put Ills trampet to bis mouth» and^ giving a vehement 
blast) sunk for ever to the bottom ! 

The potent clangour of his trumpet, like the ivory horn 
pf the renowned Paladin Orlando, when expiring m the 
glorious field of Roncesvalles, rung far and wide through 

* A corrii|»tioD of Top^paon ; so called from a tribe of ladiai^ 
w)iich poosted 150 tishtiug men.— See OgUvie's History. 
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tlM coiiotryy alarming the neii^Uboun round, who hufriol 
in amaiemeot to the spot. Here aa old Dutch burgher, 
famed for hu ▼esacity, and who had been a wilnesi of tlie 
hctf related to them the melancholy affair; with the feu- 
Ail addition (to which I am slow of pvin; belief), that he 
■aw the dnyrel, in the shape of a huge moss-bonker, seize 
the itardy Anthony by the leg, and drag him beneath 
the waves. Certain it is, the place, with the adjoiaio|r 
promootory, which projects into the Hudson, fasis been 
called SpSjt dm dv^u^ or Spiking dujfv^ ever since— 
the restless ghost of the unfortunate Anthony still hanoU 
the Mirroundinr solitudes, and his trumpet has often 
been heard by the neighbours, of a stormy nigbt, mingling 
with the howling of the blast. Nobody erer attempts 
to swim over the creek after dark ; on the contrary, a 
bridge has been built to guard against such melancholy 
accidents in future— and as to moss-bonkers, 'they are 
held in such abhorrence that no true Dutchman will admit 
them to his tables who lores good fish, and hates the 
devil. 

Such was the end of Anthony Van Corlear — a man 
deserving of a better fate. He lived roundly and soundly, 
like a true and jolly bachelor, until the day of his deadi ; 
but though he was never married, yet did he leave behind 
•ome two or three dozen children, in diflTerent parts 
of the country — fine chubby, brawling, flatulent little 
urchins, from whom, if legends speak true (and they 
are not apt to lie), did descend the innumeraole'raceof 
editors, who people and defend this country, and who sie 
hountifully paid by the people for keeping up acoiMtant 
alarm — and making them miserable. Would that they 
inherited the worth, as they do the wind, of their renowacd 
progenitor ! 

"Ae tidings of this lamentable catastrophe imparted s 
severer pang to the bosom of Peter Stuyvesant than did 
even the invasion of his beloved Amsterdam. It came 
ruthlessly home to those sweet affections that g^w* close 
'around the heart, and are nourbhed by its warmest <»r- 
rent. As some lone pilgrim wandering in trackless 
'wastes, while the tempest whistles through his locks, aad 
dreary night is gathering around, sees stretched, cold and 
liMess, his faithful dog — the sole companion of bis jov- 
neyiDg—who had shared his solitary nieal> and'saciAai 



H£W YORK. 29$ 

licked hb hand in humble gratitude ; — so did the gene, 
roua-hearted hero of the Manhattoes contemplate the 
untimely end of his feithful Anthony. He had been the 
humble attendant of his footsteps — he had cheered him 
in many a heavy hour, by his. honest gaiety ; and had 
followed him, in loyalty and affection, through many a 
scene of direful peril and mishap. He was gone for ever 
— and that too at a moment when every mongrel cur 
seemed skulking from his side. This, Peter Stuyvesanl — 
this was the moment to try thy fortitude ; and this was the 
moment, when thou didst indeed shine forth — Peter the 
Wtadstrcng. 

The glare of day had long dispelled the horrors of the 
last stormy night, still all was dull and gloomy. The 
late jovial Apollo hid his face behind lugubrious clouds- 
peeping out now and then for an instant, as if anxious, 
yet fearful, to see what was going on in his favourite city. 
'JThis was the eventful morning when the grea( Peter was to 
give his reply to the summons of the invaders. Already 
was he closeted with his privy council, sitting in grim 
state brooding over the fate of his favourite trumpeter, 
and anon boiling with indignation as the insolence of his 
recrtent burgomasters flashed upon his mind. While in 
this state of irritation, a courier arrived in all haste from 
Winthrop, the subtle governor of Connecticut, counselling 
bim in the most affectionate and disinterested manner to 
snrrender the province, and magnifying the dangers and 
calamities to which a refusal would subject him. What 
a moment was this to intrude officious advice upon a 
man who never took advice in his whole life ! The fiery 
old governor 'strode up and down the chamber, with a 
▼ebemence that made the bosoms of his counsellors to 
qoake with awe, railing at his unlucky fate, that thus made 
him the constant butt of -factious siibjects aiul Jesuitical 
advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen juncture, the officious burgo- 
masters, who were now completely on the watch, and bad 
heard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, ^lne march- 
ing in a fesolnte body into the room, with a legion of sche- 
pens and toad-eaters at their heels, and abruptly demanded 
a perusal of the letter. Thus to be broken in upon by what 
he esteemed a << rascal rabble,** and that too at tlie very 
moment he was grinding uudei' an irritation from abroad. 
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WM too mudi for the spleen of the choleric Peter. He 
tore the letter iu a thousand pieces,* thi-ew it in the face 
of the nearest burgomasteri broke bis pipe over the bead 
of the next, hurled his spittinn^-box ut an unlucky schepen, 
who was just making a masterly retreat out at tlie door, and 
finally prorogued the whole meeting stne die, by luckhig 
them down stairs with his wooden leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover from the 
coofosioo into which their sudden exit had thrown theniy 
ftod had taken a little time to breathe, they protested agaiost 
the conduct of the roremori which they did not hesitate 
o pronounce tyrannical, unconstitutional, highly indecent, 
ftod somewhat disrespectful. They then called a public 
meeting, where they read the protest, and addressing the 
assemmy in a set speech, related at full length, and with 
appropriate colouring and exag^ger^tion, the despotic and 
^ndictive deportment of the governor ^ declaring that, for 
their own parts, they did not value a straw the being 
kicked, cuned, and mauled by the timber toe of his excef 
lency, but they felt for the dignity of the sovereign people, 
thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on the seats 
of honour of their representatives. Hie latter part of the 
harangue had a violent effect upon the sen^ibUity of the 
people, as it came home at once to that delicacy of feeling 
and jealous pride of character vested in all true mobs; 
who» though they may bear injuries without a muimur, 
yet are marvellously jealous of their sovereign dignity \ 
and there is no knowing to what act of resentment they 
might have been provoked against the redoubtable P^er, 
had not the greasy rogues b^n somewhat more afiraid of 
their sturdy old govei*nor than they were of St. Nicholas, 
he English, or the D— 1 himself. 

* Smith's History of N. Y. 
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CHAP, viri 

How Peter Siiqfvetant defended the City of New- Am- 
eUrdam for several Days, by dint of the Strength of his 

Head. 

'Therc 18 something' exceedingly subTime and melan- 
choly in the spectacle which the present crisis of our history 
presents. An iUustrious and venerable little city, the 
metropolis of an immense extent of uninhabited countiy, 
garrisoned by a doughty host of orators, chaumen, com. 
mitteemeo, burgomasters, schepens, and old women, go- 
verned, by a determined and strong-headed warrior, and 
foitified by mud- batteries, palisadoes, and resolutions, 
blockaded by sea, beleagured by land, and threatened 
with direful desolation from without, while its very vitals 
are torn with internal faction and commotion ! Never did 
historic pen record a page jof more complicated distress, 
imless it be the strife that distracted the Israelites during 
the si^e of Jerusalem, where discordant parties were cut- 
ting eadi oiher*s throats, at the moment when the vtctorious 
legions of Titus had toppled down their bulwarks, and 
were carrying fire and sword into the very Sanctum Sanc- 
torum of the temple. 

Governor Stuy vesant Having triumphantly, as has been 
recorded, put his gprand council to the rout, and thus de- 
livered himself from a multitude of impertinent advisers, 
despatched a categorical reply to the commanders of the 
invading squadron ; wherein he asserted the right and 
title of their high mightinesses the lords states-general to 
the province of New Netherlands, and trusting in the 
righteousness of his cause, set the whole British nation at 
defiance! My anxiety to extricate my readers and myself 
Irom those disastrous scenes prevents me from giving the 
whole of this gallant letter, which concluded in these manly 
and fiffectionate terms : 

^ As touching the threats in yonV conclusion, we have 
nothing to answer, only that we fear nothing but what 
God (who is as just as merciful} shall lay upon ns — all 
things being in his gracious disposal —and we may as well 
be preserved by Him with small forces as ^by a great 
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armjr; which makes U4 to with you all happiness and 
prosperityy and reconimeod ypu tu his prutectiou. — My 
lordsy your tbiice humble and afiectionate servant and 
friead, 

Thos baTtng^ resolotety thrown bis gauntlet, the brave 
Peter stuck a pair of horse pistob in his belt.~glrded aa 
unmeBse powder-horn on bis side — thrust his sound Iq^ 
into a Hessian boot — ami cUtppinj: his fiei^e little war- 
hat on the top of his head, paraded up and down in front 
of his house, determined to aefend his beloyed city to the 
last. 

While these woful struggles and dissensions were 
prevailing in the unhappy city of New-Amsterdam, and 
white its worthy but ill-starred governor was fnuoning the 
above quoted letter, the English commanders did not 
rcmaui idle. They had agents secretly employed to 
foment the fears and clamours of the populace; and 
raareover circulated lar and wide, through the Adjacent 
country, a proclamation, repeating the terms tbey bad 
already hela out in their summons to surrender, and 
beguiling the simple Netherlanders with the moat cralky 
and conciliating profesaions. They promised that eveij 
man, who voluntarily submitted to the authority of lis 
British migcsly, should retain peaceable possession of his 
house, his vrouw, and his cabbage garden* That he should 
be suffered to smoke his pipe, speak Putch, wear as man^ 
breeches as he pleased, and import bricks, tiles, and stone 
JQgs from Holland, instead of manufacturing them on the 
spot— -that he should on no account be compelled to leara 
the English language, or keep accounts in any other way 
thau by casting them up on his fingero, and chalking 
them down upon the crown of his hat ; as is still oliservant 
among the Dutch yeomanry at the present day. Then 
every man should be allowed quietly to inherit his father*^ 
hat, coat, shoe buckles, pipe, and every other personal 
appendage ; and that no man should be obliged to con- 
fornv to any iroprovemeotsi inventions, or any other 
modern innovations ; but on the contrary should be per- 
mitte<l to build his house, follow his ti-ade, manage bis 
f^nOf rear his bo^, and educate his children, precisely 
as bis ancestors did before him since time im^iemoriaL— 



J 



«B^ yoiuft;. ' t9 

'Fi/iMHy, tliaf he sliouk! hhre all the b^^ts df free trade, 
Ami Fhottid Dot be required to ffcktioMrYedge any other 
itfiiM: hk the calendar than Samt Nicholas, who ahonld 
t b.enceforward, as before, be considered the tutelar saint t>f 
tile city. 

Tliese terms, as may be supY^osed, appeared very satis. 
^ -factdry to the people, who had a g^i-eat disposition to enjoy 
their property unmolested, &iVd a most singular aversion 
to engage in a contest wbei*e they conid |^in Httfe more 
than honour and brolccfn heads— -the first of wtiich tbey 
held in philosophic indHFerence, tbe latter ivi ulier detes- 
tation. By these insidious means, thei^fore, did the 
English succeed in alienatitig the confldetice and affections 
of tbe populace from their gaflanC oM gcfvemor, wfiom 
they considered as obstinately bent upon running them 
it) to hideous misadventures ^ and did not^iessitaete to speak 
their minds fi-eely, and abuse him most he&rtily-*-4)ehhid 
his back. 

Like as a mighty ^mptis, who, tiiough assailed <nfd 
' buffeted *by roaring waves, and brawfing surges, still keeps 
-'on an undeviatiug course ; and though overwhelmed by 
boisterous billows, stiH emerges from the tix><ibled deep, 
4»pudting and blowing with tenfold violenee-'-^o did the 
inflexible Peter pursue, itnwavering, his det^rmhied careery 
and rise conteipptuous above Ihe clamours of tlie Mbble. 

But when the British warriors fbutid by die tenor of 
his reply, 'that <he set -their power at defiance, tliey forth- 
with despatched recruiting officers to Jamaica and Jericb^y 
And NiiTeveh, and Qu^g^ and Patcbog, aad all those 
towns dn Long Island, which had been subdiMd of yore 
by the immui'tal Stoffel Brinkerhoff ; stirring up the 
Tafiant prbgi^ny Of ^'I'eserved Fish, and Determined 
Cock, ami those other illustrious squatters^ to aMail the 
city of New.Amstcrdam by land, in the meanE^hile tfte 
hostile ships made awful preparation to eomiiidtice an 
4i&8an1t by water. 

The streets of NewvAmsterdam now preAeilt«d a scene 
of VHd dismstyand constemsttion. lu vain did te^U 
Isint fituyv^saqt order the citizens to arm and aseewble in 
the fAibiic square or market-place. The whole party of 
^hort pipes in the course tif a. single bight had ctamged 
into arrant okl woroen^-a iMtamorphosis only to be -paral- 
leled by the prodigies recorded by Livy fts having hap- 
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IMned to Rone at. tlie approAch of Hannibal ; iili^ 
statues Bveated in pore affright, goats were Gooverted into 
sheep, and cocks turning into hens ran cackling about the 



The harassed Peter, thus menaced from without sad 
tormented from within— 4iaited by the bnrgomastos and 
booted at by the rabble-«chaied and growled and raged, 
like a furious bear tied to a stake and worried by a kgioa 
of scoundrel curs. Finding, however, that all further 
attempts to defend the city were Tain,^ and hearing thtt 
an irruption of borderers and moss-troopers was ready 
to deluge him firom the east, he was at length cxmipelled, 
in spite of his pnrad heart, which swelled in his throat 
until it had nearly choked him, to consent to a treaty of 
•urrender. 

Words cannot express the transports of the people, oa 

reeeiving this agreeable intelligence ; had they obtained s 

oonqucsl over their enemies, they could not have indulged 

greater delight. Tlie streets resounded with tbeir cou- 

gratniation»->they extolled tbeir governor as the father 

and deliverer of his country— they crowded to bis house 

, to testify, their gratitude, and were ten times more noisy 

in their plaudits, than when he returned, with victor; 

, perched upon his beaver, from the glorious capture i 

Fort Christina ; but the indignant Peter shut his doon 

and windows, . and took re^ge in the innermost recesses of 

. his mansion, that he might not hear the ignoble rejoiciogs 

of the rabble. 

In consequence of this consent of the governor, a parley 
. was demanded of the besieging forces to treat of the terms 
of surrender. Accordingly a deputation of six commis- 
sioners was appointed on both side^^ and on ^ 27^ 
August, 1664, a capitulation highly favourable to the pro- 
>ince^ and bonoui*able to Peter Stuyvesant^ was agr^^ to 
by the enemy, who had conceived^a high opinion of the 
valour of the men of the Manhattoes, and the ma^fuanlmity 
and uol|ounded discretion of their governor. 

One thing alone remained, which was, that the artides 
of surrender should be ratified and -.signed b^the gover- 
nor. When the commissioners. resp^tfuUy «mited upon 
him for this purpose^ they were received by the hardy oU 
'warrior with the most grim , and bitter courtesy. Hi» 
warlike accoutrements were laid aside-^-an • old Ind&in 
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« lii^ht-gown waui wrapped rouud his nij^ffed limbfy a red 
nigfht-cap overshadowed his frownio|f brow, and an iron 
It^ray beard of thi^e days* growth, gave an additional 
fi^rimness to his visage. Thrice did . he seize a little worn- 
otit stump of a pen, and essay to sign a loathsome paper — 
thrice did he clinch his teeth, and make a most horriUe 

> coantenance, as though a pestiferoas dose of rhubarb, 
senna, and ipecacuanha, had been offered to bis lipa; 
at lengthy dashing it from him, he > seized his brass hilted 
sword, and jerking it from the scabbard, swore by St. 
Nicholas, beM sooner die than yiekl to any power under 
keftven. 

In vain was every attempt to sbake this sturdy resolu- 
tion^-metiaces, remonstrances, revilings, were cadiausted 
to no purpose^ for two whole days was the house of the 

. valiant Peter besieged by the clamorous rabble^ and for 

- Xmo whole days did he betake himself to his arms, and 

* -persist in a magnanimous refusal to ratify the capitulation 
——thus, like another Horatius Cocles, bearing the whole 

• bront of war, and defending this modern Rome^ with the 
' prowess of his single arm ! 

At length the populace, finding that boisterous measures 

- did but incense more determined opposition, bethought 
themselves of an humble expedient, by which, haply, the 

. g^ovemor^s lofty ire might he soothed, and his resolution 
undermined. And now a solemn and mournful proces- 
nian, headed by the burgomasters and schepens, and fol- 
lowed by the populace, moves slowly to the govemor^s 
dwelling,- bearing the capitulation. Here they found the 
stout old hero, drawn up like a giant into his castle, the 
doors sti-ongly barricadoed, and himself in full regimentals, 
with bis cocked hat on his head, firmly post^ with a 
blundeirbnss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable position that 
•struck even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiration. 
The brawling multitude could not but reflect with self- 
abasement, upon their own pusillanimous conduct, when 
they ,be;held ■ their hardy, but deseited old governor thus 
faithful to his post, like a forlorn hope, and fully prepared 
to defend his ungratisful city to the last. These compunc- 
tions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurritig 
tide of public apprdiension. The populace arranged 
thcmtelves before the house, taking off their hats with 

D D 
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•MMt rMpectfM humiHty— Iku rg o mMUr RoerlMcky wb 
vu of tiMt popular cbst of oafaMr% deHsrihed by old Sil> 
latty M beings u talkative rather thui doqaeol^*' «tq»fei 
ferlh aad addrened the fovndor ia a speech of tkrae 
hoan* leagth ; detailiiif in tibe most pathetic temB tbe 
cahuaitoot simation of the provincey uid iir|:ia|^ faitti n 
a comtaot repetitioa of the tame argumeats ukl wtadB, to 
•ifa tiw capilalatioo. 

Hie mi|^ty Peter eyed him from hit little gairet va- 
dow in grim •ilflnce-*wur and tliea hb eye wsadd gtanee 
oorcr the ■arraaading' nA>ble» and an indigent grioy lUe 
tint of an angry mastiiF, would mark his iron Tiaige; 
Iwt tiKMigh he was a man of most nadaanted mettle— 4hoagk 
he had a heart as Ing as an 0K9 and a head tfant waaU 
have set adaaiant to sconi yet after aU he araa aan^ 
movtal >M4weariad oat 1^ then repeated oppoaitSoai^ aad 
this eternal harangaing, and peDceiving .that onleaB he cqbi- 
pKed, the iahabiUmts wouhl loUotr their imdinatioBSy or 
rather 4heir £eari, without waiting for his consent, belestilf 
ordered them to liand lam up the paper. It was aoeorf- 
ingly hoisted to him on the end of a pole, and kama^ 
scrawled his name at the bottom of it, he asatimmatifd 
them bU for a set of cowardly, mutinous, degeaeinate poi- 
4rQons^-4hrew the capitulation at their heads, siammid 
down the window, and was heard stumpitt|f dova stairs 
with the most tebemeat indignation. TfSe rAbUe ineaali- 
nently took to their hecb ; even the bnrgomaaterswcrt 
aot slow is evaouatiag the premises, fearing lest Ufaeahndy 
Peter miglit issue from .his den, aad greet tbeai with some 
unwelomie testimonial of hw displeasure. 

Within three houn afker the surrender a legiea «f 
Britisb bcef'fo^ warciors poured iato New-ABsaterdaBt 
taking possession of the fint and batteries. Aad MV 
OMght'be heard .fi-om all quarter^, the sound of liMamas 
m^ by the old Dutch bur^flierB, li^osrerebosily.em p le i M* 
aailnig up their doors and windows, to protect- their !ma»s 
from these 6eroe badbanaas, whom they contemplated in 
sileat sitHeaness from the garret wiadowa as tibey panM 
throogh the streets. 

Thas difl Col. Richard Nichols, the comamnder of Ibe 
finiisbforoes, enter into quiet possession of the cbnqnaied 
«aalm as looaia ^^nsaf for the Duke <|f Yoik. The vktiry 
«*«s attended with no othtr outrage :tlBUi ilfaat of .dkmi^ 



tbe oameof the province and its metropolis, which thence- 
ftrfh were denoaineted NbW-York, and so have con- 
tlmuxl to be called unto the present day. The inhabitants, 
aeoordinir to treaty, were allowed to inaintain qniet pes- 
•eeaioa of their property ; bat so ittreterateiy did thi^ 
retain their abhorrence to the British nation, that in a 
private meetln|^ of the leading citizens, it was nnani- 
moiisly detcmined never to ask any of their conqverora to 
dinner. 

CHAI». IX. 

€}i mtui ii t nff Hie dignified ReHremma and morial Surrender 

qf Peier Me I^adetnmg, 

Tau8 then I have concluded this great historical enter- 
prine; but, .before I lay aside my weary pen, there yet 
rcosains to be performed one pious duty. 1^ among the 
irariety of readers that may peruse this book, there should 
liaply be fo*nd any of those sonls of true nobility, which 
kIow with celestial fire at the history of the generous and 
the brave, they will doubtless be anxious to know the fate 
of tlie gallani Peter Stuyvesant. To gratify one such 
sterling heart of gold I would go more lengths than to in- 
stntct the cold-blooded curiosity of a whole fraternity of 
phakMopbers. 

Ko sooner had that high-mettled cavalier signed the 
acticles of capitulation, than, determined not to witness the 
hisaailiation oif his favourite city, be turned his back on 
its walls and made a growling retreat to his Bcuwerg^ or 
country-seat, which was situated about two miles off ; 
wjMve he passed the remainder of his days in patriarcbial 
retirement. There he enjoyed that tranquillity of mind 
wbich he had never known amid the distracting cares of 
government ; and tasted the sweets of absolute and uncou- 
twoUtd authority, which his factious subjects had so often 
dashed with the bitterness of opposition. 

No persuasions coukl ever induce him to revisit tbe city > 
•.•on the contrary, he would always have his great arm- 
clpair placed with its back to the windows which looked 
iii that direction ; until a thick grove of trees planted faii^ - 
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his own hind grew up aud formed a sGreea that elTeciualty ' 
excluded it from the prospect. He railed continually at 
the degenerate innovations and improvements inlrodncfd 
by the conquerors — forbade a woitl of their detested 
language to be spoken in his (amily, a prohibition readily 
obeyed, pince none of the housdbold cottld speak any 
thing but Dtttch-~aod even ordered a fineavenoe to be cut 
down in front of bis house, because it consisted of English 
cherry trees. 

The same incessant vigilance, that blazed forth when 
be had a vast province ui^er his care, now showed itself 
with equal vigour, though in nairower limits. He 
patrolled with unceasing watchfulucss around the boun- 
daries of his little territory ; repelled every encroachment 
with intrepid proroptnen ; punished ev^ery vaginnt depreda- 
tion upon his orchard or his farm yard with inflexible seve* 
rity J and conducted every stray hog or cow in triumph to 
the pound. But to the indigent neighbouf', the friendless 
8tranger> or the weary wanderer, his spacious door was 
ever opcn^ and his capacious fire-place, that emblem of 
his own warm and generous heart, had always a corner to 
receive and cherish them. There was an exception to this, 
1 must confess, in case the ill-starred applicant was an 
Englishman or a Yankee ; to whom though be might ex- ■ 
tend the hand of assistance, he could never bebronghMo 
yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if perad venture some 
straggling merchant of the east, should stop at bis door, 
with his cart load of tin ware or wooden bowls, the fieiy . 
Peter would issue forth like a giant ftom hiscastte, and 
make such a furious clattering among bis pots and kettles, ' 
that the vender of ^ notion*** was fain to betake himself to 
instant flight. 

Bis ancient suit of regimentals, worn threadbuie by the 
brush, were carefully bung up in the state bedchamber, 
and regularly aired the first fair day of every niootii ; and 
his cocked hat and tnisty swon|*were suspended [in grim 
repose over the parlour mantlepiece, forming supporters 
to a full length portrait of the renowned Admiral Von 
Tromp. In his domestic empire he maintained strict- dis- ' 
cipline, and a well organized despotic government; but 
though his own will was the supreme law, yet the good of - 
his subjects was his constant object. He wafxrhed over, ' 
not merely their, immediate comforts, bu^t. their. moial%- 
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and their ultimate welfare ; for he gave them alnindanee 
of excelteot admonition, nor could any of them complain 
that, when occasion required, he was by any means nig- 
gardly in bestowing wholesome correction. 

The good old Dutch festivals, those periodical demon- 
strations of an overflowing heart and a thanldul spirit,^ 
vrhich are falling into sad disuse among my fcllow-citlzeus, 
■were faithfully ob8ei*ved in the mansion of Governor Stuy. 
vesant. New year was truly a day of open-handed libe- 
rality, of jocund reveli-y, and warm-hearted congratulation 
W-when the bosom seemed to swell with genial good- 
fellowship ; and the plenteous table was attended with an 
tinceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed mer- 
riment, unknown in these days of degeneracy and refine- 
ment. Paas and Pinxter were scrupulously observed 
throughout his dominions ^ nor was the day of St. Nicholas 
saffeied to pass by without making presents, hanging the 
stocking in the chimney, and complying with all its other 
ceremonies. 

Once a year, on the first day of April, he used to airay 
bimself in full regimentals, being the annivei'sary of his 
triumphal entry into New-Amsteidam, after the conquest 
of New-Sweden. This was always a kind of Saturnalia 
tenong the domestics, when they considered themselves at 
liberty in some measure to say and do what they pleased ; 
for on this day their master was always observed to un- 
bend, and become exceeding pleasant and jocose, sending 
the old gray-headed negroes on April fools* ei*i-ands for 
pigeon^s milk ; not one of whom but allowed himself to he 
taken in, and humoured hu master^s jokes as became 
a faithful and well disciplined dependant. Thus did he 
reign, happily and peacefully on his own land— injuring 
no mail— cnvymg no man— ^molested by no outward 
strifes— perplexed by no internal commotions ;— and the 
nighty mbnarchs of the earth, who were vainly seeking to 
inamtain peace, and promote the welfare of mankind, by 
war and desolation, would have done well to have made 
a voyage to the little island of Manna-hata, and learned a 
lesson in government from the domestic economy of Peter 
Stuyvesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all 
other children of mortality, began to exhibit evident 
tokens of decay. Like an aged oak* which» though it long 
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bu braved the fury of the elemeutsy and still rctahis iir 
gigautic proporiiuusy yet be^'iDsi tu shake and groan with 
every bUiit— -so the gallant Peler, though he still bore the 
port and semblance of what he was in the days of his bar* 
dihood and chivalry, yet did age and in&mitty begin to 
sap the vigour of his frame ; bat his heart, that most un- 
conquerable citadel, still triumptied unsubdued. With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intel- 
ligence concerning the battles between the English and 
Dutch.— Still would his pulse beat high whenever he 
beard of the victories of De Ruy ter ; and his countenance 
lower, and his eye-brows knit, when fortune turned in 
favour of the English. At leng^ as on a certain day, he 
had just smoked his fiAh pipe, and was napping after din- 
ner, in his arm chau*, conquering the whole British nation 
in bis dreams, h^ was suddenly aroused by the fearful ring- 
ing of bells, rattling of drums, and roaring of cannon, that 
put all his blood in a feiment. But when he learned that 
these rejoicings were in honour of a great victory obtained 
by the combined English and French fleets over the brave 
I>e Ruyter and the younger Von Tromp, it went so much 
to his heart, that he took to his bed, and in less than three 
days was hroughl to deatVs door by a violent cholera 
rooi-bus ! But even in this extremity he still displayed the 
unconquerable spirit of Peter the JHeadstrong ; holding 
out, to the last gasp, with the most, inflexible obstinacy, 
against a whole army of old women, who were bent upon 
driving t!i.e enemy out of his bowels, after a true Dutch 
mode of defence by inundating the seat of war with cat* 
nip and penuyroyal. 

While he thus lay, lingering on the verge of dissolu- 
tion, news was brought him, that the brave Ruyter bad 
suffered but little loss — ^bad made good his retreat-^and 
meant once more to meet the enemy in battle. The clos- 
ing eye of the old warrior kindled at the words — be partly 
raised himself in bed — a flash of martial fire beamed across 
bis visage— he clinched his withered hand as if be felt 
within his gripe that sword which waved in triumph before 
the walls of Fort Christina, and, giving a grim smile of 
exultation, sunk back upon bis pillow, and expired. 

Thns died Peter Stuyvesaut, a valiant soldier, a loyal 
subject, an upright governor, and au honest Dutchman— 
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-wlio .wanted only a feir empires to desolate, to have' been 
immortalized as a hero ! 

His funeral obsequies were celebrated . with the utmost 
grandeur and solemnity. The town was perfectly emptied 
of its inhabitants, who crowded iu throngs to pay the. last, 
sad honours to then* ji^ood old governor. All his sterling, 
qusdities rushed iu full tide upon their recollections, while. 
the memory of his foibles and his faults had expired with 
him. The ancient burghers contended who should have 
the privilege of bearing the pall— -the populace strove who 
should walk nearest to the bier — and the melancholy pro- 
cession was closed by a number of grey-headed negroes, 
who bad wintered and summered in the household of their 
departed master for the greater part of a century. 

With sad and gloomy countenances, the multitude 
p^hered round the gi*ave. They dwelt with mournful hearts 
oo tbe sturdy virtues, the signal services, and the gallant 
eij^ploits of the brave old worthy. They recalled^ with 
secret upbraidings, their own factions oppositions to' his 
government— -and many an ancient burgher, whose phleg- 
matic features had never been known to relax, nor his eyes 
to moisten, .was pow observed to puff a pensive pipe, and 
tbe big drop to steal down his cheek — while he muttered, 
with affectionate accent and melaiicboly shake of head, 
— « Well den ! — Hard-koppig Peter ben gone at last.^* 

His remains were deposited in the family vault, under 
a chapel, which he had piously erected on his estate, and 
dedicated to St, Nicholas — and which stood on the iden- 
tical spot at present occupied by St. Mark's Church, where 
hb tombstone is still to be seen. His estate or JSoKtoeiy, 
as it was called, has ever continued in the possession of 
his descendants ; who, by the uniform integrity of their 
ooaduct, and their strict adherence to the customs and 
manners that . prevailed in the ^ ffpod old iimes^'' have 
proved themselves worthy of their illustrious ancestor. 
Many a time and oft has the farm been'haunted at night 
by enterprising money diggers, in quest of pots of ^gold 
said to have been buried by the old governor— though I 
cannot learn that any of them has ever been enridied 
by their researches— and who is there, among my native- 
bom fellow citizens, that does not remember, when in the 
mischievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a great 
exploit to rob ^ Stuyvcsanf s orchard^' on a holiday after- 
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At this strong holil of the ftmily may still be seen cer^ 
tain memoriaU of the immortal Peter. His full leagtb 
portrait frowns in martbl tsnrors from the parloor wall— 
bis cocked hat and sword still bang up in the best bed- 
room. His brimstone-coloured breeches were for a lonf 
while suspended in the hall, until some years since they 
occasioned a dispute between a new married couple. And 
his silver mounted wooden lee is still treasured up in the 
store room as an inraluable rdiqne. 

CHAP. X. 
The AiUhor^s RefUciions 191011 tohai has been msUL 

AnoirGthe numerous events, which are each in their turn 
the most direful and melancholy of all possible occur- 
fcnces, in your interesting and authentic history, there 
k none that occasions such deep and heart-rending grief, 
as the decline and fall of your renowned and mighty em* 
pires. Where is the reader who can contemplate withont 
emotion, the disastrous events by which the great dynai' 
ties of the world have been extinguished ? While wan- 
dering, in imagination, among the gigantic mins of statei 
and empires, and marking the tremendobs convnlsioiis 
that wrought their overthrow, the bosom of the melan- 
choly inquii'er swells with sympathy commensurate to the 
surrounding desolation. Kingdoms, principalitiei, and 
|»owers, have each had their rise, their progress, and (keir 
downfhll~-each in its turn has swayed a potent sceptre- 
each hiEis returned to its primeval nothingness ;.-.a]|d thus 
did It fkre wHh the empire of their high mightinestti} at 
the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter the 
Dottbter^the fretful reign of William the Testy-^lfed lbs 
chiirlslric reign of Peter the Headstrong. 

Its history is fruitful of instruction, and worthy of bchi| 

rlered over attentively ; for it is by thus raking amoig 
fcdies of departed greatness, that the sparks of tnw 
lMb#1cdgc are found, and the lamp of wisdom illuminated. 
XjfH then the r^ign of Waller the Doubter warn against 
yielding to that sleek, contented security, thatjoverween' 
Iilg fbndness for comfbrt and repose, that are produced by 
ft iBtMe of \^vos^tV1y «-ud peace. 'I'hese tend to unnerve 
A patioiiy to ^e&Vco'^ \V.^ ^ivi^ ^\A^^Qas^<iLVsx % to render i< 
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patient of insult, deaf to the calls of honour and of justice ; 
aud cause it to clings to peace, like the sluggard to. his 
pillow, at the expense of every valuable duty and conside- 
ration. Such supiueness insures the veiy evil from which 
H shrinks. One right yielded^ up produces the usurpa- 
tion of a second j one encroachment passively sufiered 
makes way for another ;^ and the nation that thus, through . 
a doting love of peace, has sacrificed honour and intece^y , 
vrill at length have to fight for existence. 

- Let the disastrous reign of William the Testy serve as a , 
salutary warning against that fitful, feverish mpde of Icgis- '. 
latioO). that acts without system ; depend^ on shif^ and 
projects^ and trusts to lucky contingencies.^ that hesitates • 
and wavers,, and at length decides with the rashness of ; 
igliorance and imbecility. That stoops for popularity by . 
courting the prqudices, and flattering the .arrogance, 
rather than commanding the respect of the rabble. That 
seeks safety in a multitude pf counsellors, and distracts . 
itself by a variety of. contradictory schemes and opinions. 
That mistakes procrastipation for deliberate wariness- 
harry for decisioa--«tarveling parsimony for wholesome . 
economy-bustle for business — and vapouring for valour. 
That is violent in council, sanp^uine in expectation, preci- 
pitate in action, and feeble in execution. That under- 
takes enterprises without forethought, enters upon them 
vr^tliout preparation, conducts thpm, withouj, energy,, and. 
ends them in confusion and defeat. 

Let the reign of the gpbd Stuyvesant show the effects 
of vigour and. decision, even when destitute of cool judg- . 
menty and suiTOupded by perplexities. Let it show bow , 
frankness, probity, and high souled courage, will command 
respect aud secure honour, even where success is unat- 
tainable. But, at the same time, let it caution against a , 
too ready reliance on the good faith of. others, and a tpo , 
honest confidence in the loving professions of powerful 
neighboui'S, who are most friendly when they, most mean 
to. betray.. Let it. teach a judicious attention to the opi^ , 
nions and wislies of the many, who, in times of peril, 
mjist be soothed and led, or apprehension will overpower 
the deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness of his factious subjects— their 
intemperate hai*angues — their violent ** resolutions**— their 
Uectoriugs. against an absent enemy, and theur pu^iUani- 
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mXtf OB hif approach — tmth m to ifiatnut and despise 
tiMNe damonMis patriots, wboM co a raye dvclls bat ia the 
toornc. Let them Mrre an a Icmod to repfeas that iaso- 
knet of ipeechy dertitate of real force, which too oftca 
bteakf forth ia popahv bodies, and bespeaks the raaity 
father than the spirit of a nation. Let them caatioa as 
against Tnontiag too much of oar own power and prOwesB, 
aM rerilfaig a noUe enemy. TVae gallantry of aotil wouM 
always lead ns to treat a foe with conrtcsy and proad 
panctilio ; a contrary conduct bat takes from the merit of 
▼Ictory, a^ renders defeat doiiMy dismceful. 

Bat I cease to dwell oa the stores <n excellent estampia 
to be drawn from the ancient dmmicltB of the Manbst- 
toes. He who reads attentively will discover the threads 
of cold, wldch mn thraagfaont tiie web of history, and ara 
iavliible to tha dull eye St ignorante. But before I con- 
chide^ let me poHit oat a solemn warning, fiimished in the 
sabtle chain of erents by which the ospture of Fort Cssiiair 
has produced the present conrnlsions of our globe. 

Attend Chen, gientle reader, to fliis plain dednctioiL 
which if thou art a king, an emperor, or other powerful 
potentate, I advise thee to treasure up in thy heart, ttmigh 
little expectation have I that my work will foH into such 
hands 5 for well I know the care of crafly ministers, to 
k«ep all grave and edifying books of the Idnd out of ^ 
way of aimappy monarchs^ lest, peradventure, they shoold 
read them and learn wisdom. 

dy the treacherous surprisal of Fort Ossiaoir dien did 
the crafty Swedes eiyoy a transient triamph ; but drew 
upon their heads the vengeance of Peter Stay vesant, who 
w^ted all New-Sweden from their hands. By the 
conquest of New-Swedeo, P6ter Stnyvesant aroused the 
chiinis of Lord Baltimore; who appealed to the cabfucft 
of Great Britaia; who subdued the whole provioce of 
New Netherlands. By this great achievement the wiiole 
extent of North America, fh>m Nova Scotia to tlie Flori-* 
das, was rendered one entire dependency upon the Britidi 
crown; but mark the cOnseqnence. The hilherto scat- 
tered ootonies being thus consolidated, and having no 
rival colonies to check or keep them in awe^ waxed great 
and powerful ; and, finally, becoming too strong foi- the 
mother country, were enabled to shake off its bonds, and 
by a glorious revolution became an independent empire. 
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Bi^ ilie diain of efecto stpppe^ not hf^^ the sucoetafiil 
jrcnrobittoii in America produced ijif» wagukiary revoUUion 
lo Fnncei which piiodijiGed the puif^ant Baoiiap«jrte» w^ 
pKodttced the French deppoUsm, which hus thrown the 
whole world in opnfmiop !-~Thus haiire these grmt powert 
Iwen TOCcewirelf pnjiishftd for their iH-stwred conqncitt ; 
nod fliufl, as 1 nspepiAed, have all the present WfivuUiamh 
nevoluUOHB, Mid divMterfl that overwheloi inanJKiQ4» on- 
l^nated io the captoKS 9f^ little Fjort C«^NPilV»8 jrecoindad 
in this eventful history. 

And nowy worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell— 
wbichy alas ! must be for erer^— >williiigly would I part in 
cordial fetlowshipy and bespeak thy kind-hearted remem- 
brance. That 1 have not written a better history of the 
days of the patriarchs is not my fault— had any other per- 
son written one as good, I should not have attempted it 
at all — that many will hereafter spring up and surpass me 
in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less care ; 
well knowing, that when the great Christovallo Colon 
(who is vulgarly called Ck>lttmbus) had once stood hb 
egg upon its end, every one at table could stand his np 
A thousand times more dexterously. Should any reader 
find matter of offence in this history, I should heartily 
grieve^ though I would on no account question his pene- 
tration, by telling him he is mistaken— his good nature 
by telling him he is captious — or his pure conscience, by 
telling him he is startled at a shadow. Surely, if he is so 
ingenious in finding offence where none is intended, it were 
a thous^md pities be should not he suffered to eigoy the 
benefit of hb dbcovery. 

1 have too high an opinion of the understanding of my 
fellow.citiaens, to think of yielding them any instruction, 
and I covet too much their good will, to forfeit it by 
giving them good advice. I am none of those cynics who 
despise the world, because it despises them — on the con- 
trary, though but low in its regard, I look up to it with 
the most perfect good nature, and my only sorrow is, that 
it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbounded love 
I bear it 

If, however, in this my historic production-^the scanty 
fmit of a long and laborious life — i have failed to gratify 
the dainty palate of the age, I can only lament my mia- 
fortmio«-for it b too late in. the season for Bie eren to 
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hope to reptir it. Already bas wUberini^ a^ sliowered 
hb ilcrile mows apon my brow ; in a little while, and this 
geliial warmthy which still liagors aroand my heart, and 
throba— -worthy reader^throba kindly towards th^U^ 
will be chilled ibr ever. Haply this frail compoand of 
dust, which while alive may lunre given birth to noafht 
bat unprofitable weeds, may form an bomble sod of the 
▼alley. Iron whence may spring BMUiy a 8irect.wild4knfcr, 
to a«loni my bdoved island of Manna^Mta ! 
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